5 


. "I 


T H E 
FirTH VOLUME 


LETTER 8 


Writ by 


Turkiſh Spy, 


Who Liv'd Five and Forty YEARS 
Undilcoyer'd = | 


PARIS: 


Giving an Impartial Account to the 
Divan at C wy we. of the moſt Remark- 
able Tranſ-Ctions of Eur:pe : And, Mo- 
vering ſeveral "[ntrigues and Secrets of the 
Chriſtian Courts (eſpecially of That of France) 
Continued from the Y k AR 1642, to the 
Year 1682, 


___——_—— 


lian, and from thence into Engliſh, by the Tranſlator 
9 — Vor uns. 


The Tuix Trrwra EDITION. 


IEG TINCC NL SO GOUIES 
LONDON: 


Printed by A. WII DE, 


For S. and E. Bullard, F. Brotherton, N. Meadows, jÞ 


. Cox, R. Ware, J. Clarke, S. Birt, D. Browne, | 


T. Afiley, J. Shnckburgh, J. Hodges, E. Wickfleed. || 


J. Ofwald, J. Comyns, C. Bathurf, R. Baldwin, 


1755 ritten, Originally, in Arabick. Tran/lated into Ita- 1 


— 


A. Strahan, and A. 22 753.1 | 


th. A 


»äo i 


*— —— — 


* 
” 
* 
% 
= 
* 
* 1 
a= 
4 - * 
. 
— 
— 
— * 
* 
. 
* 
1 
” 
, 
0 1 
* = 
1 
. 
4 - 
bo . 
* 
- 
« - 
- 
* 0 
* 
* 
* 
—- 
. , V 
* 
* * 
N 
* 1 9 4 44 - 
” * * 
N 
* 
* 
* 
** 
* 
* 
* 
— 
4 : 
* - 


SSTHI088:2'9:S0SDKI0 
e cyl 
BNN 
ne nana 


* 


READER. 


| P ſo much like the rise, 
Bills paſted upon the Booths 

in Bartholomew = Fair, to give an 
Account of the Entertainment you 
are to expect within; that were it not 
in pute Compliance to Cuſtom, one 
would forſwear writing any. But the 
World is Humorous, and muſt be 
ſerv'd according to its own Fafhion. 
Every Thing is damn'd that is not 
a-la- mode. And he that publiſhes a 
Book, without civilly accoſting the: 
A 3 Reader, 


RE FACES metbidke, are 


To the READER. 
Reader at the Beginning, is thought 
to intrench upon Good Manners. 


To prevent all theſe [nconvenien- 
ces, tis thought fit once more to ſay 
a Word or two, not in Praiſe of this 
Volume of Letters, (cen let it take 
its Fortune as the other Four have 
done,) but by Way of Apology for 
lome Things, which may ſeem liable 
to Cenſure. * 


Sonr, perhaps, will be offended 
at the Zeal which appears in this 
Arabian, when he writes in Honour 
of the Mahometan Faith, Others 
will as much wonder at his Zoo/ene/s 
and Jndifference, his Deubifulneſs of 
all Things: For, in ſome of his 
Letters he appears a great Sceprick, 
and conſeſſes himſelf ſo. 


Tunzsz Gentlemen ought to con- 
ſider, That his Style and Sentiments 
are ſuited to the Quality of the Per- 
Jon to whom he writes. To his inti- 

* mate 


70 the READER. 


mate Friends he unboſoms himſelf 
with Abundance of Frankneſs ; but 
when he addrefſes to the Mufti, or 
other Grandees of the Porte, he is 
Cantious and Re year's 


Tr may be ſuppoſed, that he un- 
derftood himſelf very well, or elſe 
he was not fit for that Employment in 
Paris, And, without doubt, hay- 
ing had his Education in the Sraghto, 
as he profeſſes, he was no Stranger to 
the Punctilios of Addreſi uſed ig the 
Turkiſh Court. It was his Policy and 
Iutereſt to appear a very deyout 
Mahometan, when he wrote to the 
Miniſters of State And, tis poſli- 
ble he was ſo in Reality, or at "leaf 
perſuaded himſelf ſo, at certain Sa- 
ons. And yet this hinders not, but 
he might, at other Times, take the 
Liberty to deſcant on ſome Ab ſardi- 
ties in their Doctrines and Practice, 
when He wrote to his Familiars, 
and was minded to conyerle with 


Freedom. | 
A 4 Is 
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Ir in ſome Points he ſeems to give 


Credit to the Arabian Writers, who 


have treated of Egypt and its Anti- 
quities ; in others, he ſhews himſelf 
a Man not over-fond of Fables and 


Romances. 


"ROY let his Opinion be what 
they will, and his dertiments never 10 


extravagant in Matters of Speculation 


and Controverſy, ſo long as his Morals 
are found and good, there's no Occa- 
ſion to be captious. We need not 
fear that any Chriſtian, or any Man 
of Senſe will be proſely ted by his Let- 
ters, to a Religion, which he himſelf, 


tho' profelling it, yet lo often doubts 


of, and ridicules, 


H E ſ peaks very honourably of 
CHRIST, and impartially of Chri- 
ftians, accuſing their Vices rather than 
their Doi7rines, and appearing all a- 
long a moderate Man in his Sentiments 
of Religion, and a Friend to Virtue and 


Reaſon, 


7 the READER. 


Reaſon. If he diſcovers ſome Fail- 
ings, in being too melancholy, conſi- 
der, That he was a Mortal like other 
Men. However, Reader, admire his 
untainted Loyalty, and imitate it. 


You will find in this Volume true 


Hiſtory, with Variety of ſolid Re- 
marks; and not a few Secrets of Car- 
dinal Mazarini and Oliver Cromwelb 
uncabinetted : Particularly, that fa- 
mous 1trigue carried on by Colonel 
Spintel?t and his Contederates, to ſave 
Oſtend from being {urpriz'd by the 
French in the Year 1658, and to bub- 
ble Two of the ableſt Hateſmen in 
Europe, En Lt, 


Arrrx all, aſſure thyſelf, that the 
next Volume will contain more Illuſtri- 
ous Relations than any that has gone 


before: Where you will hear of an 


End put to the War between France 
and Spain, aſter it had laſted Five and 


twenty Years; and the Marriage of 


Lewis XIV. with the Spaniſh Infanta; 
A 5 as 


* 


i Jo the READER. 
as alſo of an uniyerſal Peace in Chri/t- 
endom : The Reſtoration of Charles 
the Second to his Crown and King- 


doms, after Twelve Years Exile in 
Foreign Countries, and Twelve ſe- 
veral Revolutions of Government, 
here at Home. With many other 


Memorable and Important Events 


and Tranſactions in the World: As 


the dreadful Earthquake which over- 


turn'd Part of the Pyreman Moun- 


tains ; the more deſtructive Plagus, 
which ſwept away almoſt an Hun- 
dred Thouſand People in London; 
and the deplorable Fire, which con- 
ſumed the greateſt Part of that fa- 


mous CITY, in the Space of three 


Days. 


Vov will there alſo find an Account 
of the Death of that Great Miniſter 


of State, Cardinal Mazarini: Of the 


Duke of Orleans, Uncle to the French 


King: Of the Dutcheſs of Savoy Of 
Carolus Fofephus, the Emperor's Bro- 


ther : Of the Duke of Vendoſme : Of 
the 


Jo the READER, 


the Queen-Mother of France, and of 
Philip IV. King of Spain, with other 
Perſons of Princely Quality. 


Fox this Arabian was careful to 
tranſmit to the Ottoman Porte Intelli- 
gence of all Things which were moſt 
remarkable in Europe. And that his 
Letters might not ſeem tedious, he 
intermix'd Moral Reflections, with 
tome Maxims of Policy, Eflays of 
0 and now and then, a Touch 
of Philoſopby And if we may gueſs 
at the Cauſe of his more abounding 
in theſe K ind of Miſcellany Diſcourſes 
aſter the Year 1655, than he did be- 
fore; it ſcems probable, That a Ge- 
neral Peace about that Time being 
Eitabliſh'd in Europe, he had little 
elle to write, but his Ober vatious 
on the ſeveral States and Courts of 
_ Chriſtian Princes, the different Man- 
ners, Cuſtoms and Laws of People; 
the Councils and Intrigues of Stateſ- 


men: With ſuch other Matters as 


occurred worthy of Notice. 


1 Is 


To the READER. 


| I.rx either in this Volume, or in thoſe 
| that are to come, he ſeems in any of 
[| his Letters to alter his Opinion, and 
contradict his former Sentiments; re- 
i member *tis no more than what the 
[ greateſt Writers have done, who have 
lived to Old Age, as this Agent did. 
No body is ignorant of St. Auguſtines 
Retraitions, and Cornelius Agrippa's 
[| Vanity of Sciences : Wherein thoſe two 
1 great Authors run counter to all they 
= had writ before. And 'twere eaſy to 
| produce an Hundred Inſtances beſides. 
1 \ 


In a Word, Reader, take in good 
| Part the Tranſlator's Pains, who ren- 
ders Things as he found 'em, without 
altering or corrupting the Senſe of 
his Copy. Farewell, 


a i «te ute - 
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OF THE 
LETTERS and MATTERS 


Contained in this Vor vae. 


VO . V. 
BOOK I. 
L. E TT EN I 


Abmut the Arabian, and vileſt of the 
Grand Seignior's Slaves, to the My- 
ſterious Eſad, Arbitrator of doubt- 


ful Problems, Prince of the Mufti s. 
Page 1 
He complains for want of fuller Hutton in 
ſeveral Caſes ; and farticularl, defires' his 
Counſel as to the Faſt of Ramezan. 
II. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Viema. 5 
Remarks en the Death of the Roman King : : 
With fome curious Epitaphs. 
IH. To Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable Eremite 
of the Cave replete with Venders. 10 
Of Mahmur's Infirmities: A remarkable Story 
of Clearchus, a devout Man in Aſia. 
IV. To the Kaimacham. 16 


of 
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07 the Sieges of Stenay and Arras. 4 notable 
Inſtance of Gallantry in the Garriſon of 
Merdin, 

V. To Dgnet Oghn, 19 

Mahmut acquaints him how he ſpends bis Birth- 
day, with Reflections on the uſual Vanity of 

Mortals at ſuch Times. | 

VI. To the Seliftar Aga, or Sword- Bearer to 
the Grand Seignior. 03 
Of the Da of Stenay, and the Relief of 
Arras. Remarks on the Signs which went be- 
fore the King of the Romans Death, Of 

| een Chriſtine's coming to Antwerp. 
VII. To Peſteli Hah, his Brother, Maſter of 
tme Grand Stignior's Cuſtoms at Conſtanti- 


Hale, him to be frugal of Time, and 5 — 
ſpend it in Gaming. The M. * 4 a 

- © - Chineſe Captain. 

VIII. To the Reis Efendi, Principal ey 
e the Ottoman Empire. 30 
He expoſiulates with him about Kienan Bafſe' s 

Od Grudge, &c, 
IX. To the Venerable Mufti. 32 
O the Pope's Sickneſs and laft Mill. A Cha- 
rafter of his Sifter-in-law, Donna Olympia. 
Of the War between the Mufcovitcs and Po- 
landers, - Of the Grand Seignior's Le 
Sea, 
X. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of * 
Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 
He informs him of the Arrival of his Mother On? 
comiche, and his Couſin Iſouf at Paris. 


XI. To 
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XI. To Adunai, a Jeu, Priſoner in the Tower 
of Nona at Rome. 40 
He reprohends his Immoralities for meddiing with 
the Religion of the Romans. Teaches him 
a Receipt to procure his Eſcape, 
XII. To Mabemet, once an Eunuch Page in the 
Seraglio, but now an Exile in Egypt, at 
_ 1, Grand Carre, 43 
| Of the Lawfulneſs of Wine, A Dijuc between 
Noah and the Devil about it. Of | Joſrph's 
Priſon ; the Land of Alphion; the Story 
Hagar, the Mother of Iſhmael, and — 
Matters. 
XIII. To Kerker Haſſan, Beſſa 
Of the Pope's Death 3 and of the Ambition, ” 
the Roman Clergy. | 
XIV. To the Kamacham.. | 51 
He blames Kiſur Dramelec, Nene of the 
Nazarene Affairs, for net ſending lum timely 
and good Intelligence, Of a violent Plague in 
Muſcovy. Of Egyptians or Gy plies. | 
XV. To the ſame. 55 
Divers Opinions concerning the Original of - 
Gypſies. Of the Conclave at Rome, and 
of "Cardinal de Retz,' 


BOOK II. 
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IL ET T R I. 
O Cara Hali, Ph,jician to the Grand Se 


nior. 

Som of Helal, a Phyfici fcian of Arabia, of 

: Avicen, and of Thabet Eb'n Abrahim. 
II. To Afis Baſa. 


65 
of 


The TABLE. 
| Of the range Puniſhment inflifteft on a Deer- 
Stealer of Wirtemberg, ) the EleQtor / 
Saxony. A Story of an Arabian Captain. 
TH. To Nathan Ben Saddi, #7 ew, at Vienna, 68 
More on the ſame Subjef?. Remarks on the In- 
dians, and on the Fla of Moles, 
IV. To Dgebe Nafir, Baſja. 7I 
the Sets end Diviſions among the Chriſtians, 
Particularly of the Wars between the Catho- 
licks and Proteſtants in Piedmont. 
* To Willam Veſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria. 74 
Of the Sepulchre of King Childeric. Mahmut 
preſents him with a Cabinet of curious An- 


> » 


Do - tiquities, | 
VI. To the moſt Illuſtrious and Invincible N- 
zir Azem, at the Porte. 78 


'* Of a ſecret Order given him by the Vizir ; aud 
the Neceſſity of a ” Turkiſh Ambaſſador in the 

Prench Court to carry on the Defign. 
VII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, 80 
He adviſes him not to be too Religious, but to 

| 4 his Buſmeſs chearfulh. 

VIII. To 22 Lulu Beamtulla, a Man of 
the Law, 82 
He argues againft the falſe Notions of the Reſur- 
rection common among Mahometans and 
Chriſtians, Of the Appanition of Bones 


in Egypt 
IX. To Shan Kuflir Aga, Prince of the Black 
| Eunuchs. 85 


Of the Advance of the Baſſa of A pro to the 
Prime Vizirate. 

X. To the moſt — Vizir Axem, at the 

Porte. 88 

| | He 


The T AB L E. 

He congratulates his New Dignity, and claims 
a Reward for having formerly accus'd bim to 
-the Divan, when — held Correſpondence with 


the Venetians, 
XI. To Mehemet, an exil'd Eunuch, at Caire in 


Egypt. 91 

He ridicules ſome Stories of the Egyptians, and 
relates, in ſhort, the Voyage * ingo 
Gonzales to the Moon. 


XII. To Zorneſan Muſtapha, Baſſa of the Sea. 94 
He 2 him good Succeſs againſt the Veneti- 
; a ſhort Character of that People. Of 
= Conqueſt of Jamaica by the Engliſh. A 
Difcourſe of Oliver the Engliſh Protector. 
Leopoldus Ignatius Joſephus's being 
ted King of the Romans, ; 
XIII. To Pgfteli Hal, his Brother, Maler of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtems, 98 
An Encomium F his Coufin Iſouf. Of Fes 
being in Muſcovy, He deſires him to recom- 


mend Tout ta Kerker Haſſan Bafa. Tſout'⸗ 


Remarks on Egypt. 
XIV. To Iſmael Kaidar Cbeit, a Man of the 
Law, 101 


Of Dueen Chriftina's Rambles through Eu; rope, 
with an Italian Libel which was ys in the 
Hands of Paſquin. 

XV. To the ſame. © | 104 

Of a New Star appearing in Europe. The Jews 
Opinion of it, and of their Me ſſias. f the 
Rebellion of the late Vizir Azem s Son. Of 

- @ Peace between the French and Engliſh. 


XVI. To Selman, his Couſin, at Scutari, 108 
He reprehends his Diſcontentedneſs, and encoura- 
ges 


Tus TAB LE. 


ges him to follow his Trade, by ſeveral eminent 
Examples. A Story of Diogenes and Plato. 

XVII. To Melec 2 | I12 

a Moor baptiſed in Paris, Of the Ottoman 

8 27 riar in Malta. And of D Palins Sen 

of the Dey F Tunis. Of Cardinal Mazari- 

ni's Trick to hinder Swedeland and Branden- 

bdurgh from makmg a League againſt King 
Caſimir. | 

XVIII. To Sedrec AP Girau'n, Chief Treaſurer 

to the Grand Seigntor. 116 

Hie congratulates his New Honour. Of Keinan 
Baila's being found by the Tartars on a Dung - 

hil in Muſcovy, when à Cbild. He deſcants 

den the late Sedition at Conſtantinople. 
XII. To the ſame. 5 121 
Hie Mahmut's Chamber was ſcarchd, and the 

Method he took to ſecure his Box of Letters, 
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r 
Wa i 36s te vir e 
O rut Oh. 127 


He diſcourſe: concerning Chance, and the 
Origin of Evil. Of Deiſts in Europe. And 
of the Sincere. Fraternity among the antient 


Arabians, | | 
II. To the Nazin Efchref, or Prince of the 
Emirs, at the Porte. 132 


Of a. terrible Plague broke out in Rome, Na- 
plwKuaes, and tbe adjacent Parts. Of the Loſs 


of Valenciennes to the Spaniards, Of Ado- 
nai' Death at Rome, 


III. To Aale Amer. 135 
2 875 of 
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0a great Chaſin, er Breath mat i in the Earth 
s not far from Paris. 42G 
TV. To Zornezan Muyftapha, Dare of * 2 
ram. | 
He congratulates his Retreat from the Toils hs 
Perils of the Seraglio. Reflections on the Au- 
thors of the late Troubles at Conſtantinople, 
V. To the moſt Renowned and moſt Tlluftrious 
Mabomet, Vizir Azem at the Porte; 139 
Mabmut congratulates his Aſſumption 10 this 
Dignity. Preſents him with the Pictures of 
the French King, Cardinal Mazarini, 
Queen 0 Sweden, and others: As alſo with 
tic elve Watches of his own Workmanſhip. 
Of Bueen Chriſtina's Entertainment at the 
French Court. 
VI. To Abrahan Eli Zeid, Hxia, b ta 
the Seraglis. 14 
He 1 on the Covenant of Mahomet wit 
. the Chriſtians, Some Prophetick Pajages 
of Mahomet. 4 Story N. a Black age 
-m Spain, 
VII. To Murat, Baſt. 5 ' 147 
Of the Death of the King of Portugal, and the 
Coronation / his Son. Of Count Harcourt's 
playing Feft and Looſe with the French King. 
And E he) ſchal de la Fertes Bravery. 
VIII. To Hebarolla Mir Argun, Superior of the 
Convent of Derviſes at Cegni in Natoha. 149 
He condoles the Death of Bedredin his Predecei- 
for ; ſends him the True Effigies of the Meſ- 
| ſias; with a ſhort Hiſtory of John the Baptiſt. 
IX. To Selim 4P Maſel, Venerable Imaum of 
the Moſque of Sancta Sophia. 155 
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Of Columbus, the Firſt Diſcoverer of Ame- 
rica, And of the ' Deftruftion of Lima and 
Calao, two Cities in Peru, by an Laube 
and Fire from Heaven, 
X. To Muſtapha Baſſa. 159 
Of Iſmael Bir Couli Can, the Perſian Ambaſ- 
ſador at the Porte. 
XI. To Mebemet, an exiPd Eunuch in Egypt. 162 
He acgquaints him with the Deaf of Solyman, 
tbe Kuſlir Aga. Of the Antiquity of the 
Pyramids. King Saudrid's Viſion, Another 
7 Achmon the Hich-Prieſt. He Verte the 
ternity of the World. 
XII. To the moſt Venerable Auf 170 
He congratulates his Hani » that ſacred 
Dignity : Propoſes the Advantage of Tran- 
ing Hiſtories into the Turkiſh * 
And diſcourſes of the — Arabians and 
Scythians. 
XIII. To che 8 6 175 
f the German Emperor's Death; The ill 
State of the Empire. The Factions of the 
Electors, and Cardinal Mazarini's: Ain. 
NIV. To Raba Mahomet, General of the Otto- 
man Forces, at his Camp near Adrianople. 177 
25 the Affairs of Babylon, and the Perſians. 
25 the Taube es in — Of a terrible 
uption of Fire fromMount Ætna in Sicily. 
XV. Te Cara Haii, Phyfician to the Grand 
Seignior. 108380 
He deſcants on the Succeſſion of Abu Becre, Omar, 
and Othman, the Fir/t Caliphs. And ſeems 
to favour Hali the Prophet of the Perſians. 


XVI. To Cara Myftapha Baja, 075 


The TABLE. 
the Ile of Tenedes 3 and the Trojan War, 
Of Ajax's Polly in killing himjel, ven- 
teen Spaniſh Ships of War . 3 by 
the Engliſh, under the Command of Admiral 
. Blake, With other Matters, 
WAL: To Nathan Ben Saudi, a Few at Vienna. 
188 
Of the Prarrel between the Elector of Bavaria 
and Prince Palatine, about the Vicarſhip f 
' the Empire, 
XVIII. To Melec Amet. 1090 
Of Trances and Eeſtaſies. 4 Story of Selah 
an Indian Phyſician. 
XIX. To the Kaimacham; 194 
Of the Surrender of Montmeli to the French, 
and the Speech of the Governor to the King. 
D the Turks ill Succeſſes in Candia. 
XX. To Nathan Ben Sada, a e at Vienna. 199 
He relates, in ſbort, the Life and Miracles of 
 - Mahomet, 
XX I. To Dicheu Huſſein, Ba 204 
Of Quarrel between the rench end Spaniſh 
Ambaſſadors at the Hague, With other In- 
telligence. from Denmark, Portugal, Mun- 
ſter, and the German Court, 
XXII. To Dęnet Oplou, 206 
He complains of 55 Friends Reſervedneſs and 
Silence. Rebukes the trivial. Controverſies 0 
the Muſſulmans. And denies that GO 
bas a Body or Paſſions like us, 6 
XXIII. To the Aga of the Fanizaries, 210 
- Of the Swedes taking Fredericks Ode by Storm, 
An Interuw of the King of Poland and Elector 
of Brandenbur zh. Of he taking of Mardyke 
the French and Engliſh, BOOK 
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N I. 
O Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand Seig- 


3 mor. 214 
- He di en of Free-Will and Predeſtination. 
A. Digreſfioni occaſioned by a laude Tempeſt of 
Thunder and Lightning. 


Tl. To Muftapha, Baſja. WH 219 


Of Dueen Chriſtine's Sentencing one of ber Do- 
meſticks ts Death. And the Cenfure of the 
Civilians there | 

III. To Muytopha Berber Aga. 221 

He acguaints him with the Birth of a young 
Prince of Spain; and the extraordinary 
Magnificences exhibited by the Syaniſh; Am- 
ba ſladors at the Hague, on this Occaſon. 

Iv. To Peflel: Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Grand Segnior's Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 
| 223 

07 his Mother Oucomiche; and of Iſouf his 
Csuſin. Of the Pyramids and Mummies; 
with ſome Remarks on the Nile. | 


| V. To the Laimacham. | 230 


Of the Sentence pronounc'd by the Venetians 
againſt Girolamo Loredan, and Giovanni 
Contarini. Examples of Fuſtice n Tray- 
tors. Of great Inundations in Germany 
and F. ande TS. 

VI. To $4l;man his Couſin, at Conflantinople. 234 

At erpoſlulates with him about his being tos Reli- 
giaus. Several Opinions Y * con- 
cerning the & vu, | 

VII To 
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VII. To 4fis Baga. 235 
Of an Interview between the Kings of Den- 
mark and Swedeland ; * the Peace that 
. enſued, 
VIII. To the Mufti. 238 
He acquaints him with the Projeft of a certain 
Jeſuit,- to reform the State of Chriſtendom, 
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LETTER I. 


Mahmut the Arabian, and Vileft of the 
Grand Scignior's Slaves, to the Myſte- 
rious Eſad, Arbitrator 17 Doubtful 
Problems, Prince of the Mufti's. 


HEN I frft come to Paris, my In- 
 firufidns were not ſo full and parti- 
cular, as to direct in all Emergen- 


left to my own Conduct and Prudence, 


both in Civil and R-/igious Matters. So that if I 
have made any falſe _ I hope 'twill W 


cies. A great many hings were 
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ble; in regard tis not ſo much my Fault as that of the 
Minifters who reſide at the Augu/ Port. I have often 
addreſs d to them, defiring ſupplemental Rules and 
Cautions in ſome peculiar Caſes which I propos'd : 
But they have been very ſparing of their Counſels. 
*Tis true, indeed about Five Years ago, I receiv'd 
. ſome particular Orders from the Yizir Azem, and 
the Kaimacham, as alſo from thy Sanity : Where- 
in I was commanded to write with all Freedom to 
the Grandees. This, with the other Directions, has 
been of great Uſe to me. It has arm'd*me with 
freſh Courage, and remov'd the melancholy Ap- 

rehenſions I had of ſome Men's Revenge, whoſe 
Vice I reprov'd. Praiſe be to GOD, King of the 
Day of Fudgment, I have accus'd no Man wrongful- 
ly. Yet I was full of Fears, even in the Performance 
of my Duty; knowing, That Mortals generally 
love to have their Faults conceal'd, and purſue 
thoſe with Malice who diſcover, or apprehend them. 
But now ali my Fears in that Kind are vaniſhed. 
Yet I have Scruples of another Nature, which 
none but the 7n/a//ib/e Guide of the Faithful can 
diſperſe. : 8 
ö Rows ſince I have reſided here, I have been pre- 

Ciſe in obſerving all the Precepts of our Holy Law, fo 
far as conſiſted with the Security and Succeſs of my 
Commiſſion. For I have been forc'd to 5 over 
many Lies and falſe Oathz to conceal myſelf. I 
have likewiſe done Abundance -of other irregular 
Things, to promote the Cauſe I am engag'd in, for 
all which thou haſt vouchſaſed me a Diſpenſation. 
There remains one | hing in which thy Advice is ne- 


I have been hitherto punAual in keeping the 
Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed to all Mu/- 
fulmans ; which, thou knoweſt, falls earlier by Ele- 
ven Days every Year than it did the Years before. 
So that in the Space of Four and Thirty Par 
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ſſes through all the Four S-a/ans. Now this ſucceſ- 
ve Variation of the Great Faſt, cauſing it ſometimes 
to fall at the very Times of the moſt folemn F:ftivals 
among the Nazarenes, ſuch as that which they call 
their Chri/mas, which is a Feaſt of Thirteen Days; 
I fear, leaſt I may be taken Notice of, ſhould I, by 
celebrating the Ramezan at thoſe 1 imes, contradict 
the univerſal Practice of all the Franks, and ſtart 
Suſpicions in thoſe with whom I converſe, to my 
Diſadvantage and Ruin. 

To thee, therefore, who art the Vie of the Vie, 
I fly for Counſel in this Exigency, beſeeching thee 
to dictate plainly what I am to do. 

I know That the Sick, or Wounded, or Travel- 
lers, are diſpens'd with, if they violate the Sacred 
Moon. At which Time the Gates of Paradiſe are 
open'd, and inviſible Favours are done to the devout 
Obſervers of this Precept: Whilſt the Awenues of 
Hell are barricado'd, and all the Dewi/s chain d up 
from appearing Abroad, or doing any Miſchief in the 
World. I fay, I am not ignorant of the Iadulgence 
which is given to Men under ſuch Ciacumſtances; pro- 
vided they ſatisfy the Law, by keeping the Faſ at 
ſome other Seaſon, more agreeable to their Health, 
or other Neceſſities. And thus far I could have 
filenc'd the Alarms of my own Conſcience, without 
moleſting thee : Knowing, that a Muſſulman is al- 
ways allow'd this Liberty in a foreign Country, much 
more in a Region of Infidels. 

But that which I aim at, is to be inform'd, Whe- 
ther to FR the better Diſguiſe on my ſelf. and 
more efficaciouſly to proſecute the Intereſt of the 
Grand Signior, I may not always celebrate this Fap, 
at the preciſe Time that the Chrifians keep their 
Lern: ror then 1 ſhould paſs unſuſpected, and no 
Man would take me for any another than a Chriſtian 
and a Catholick. Nay, my Manner of daily Faſting 
at that Time, would raiſe a conſiderable Credit 
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among the Chriſtians that know me, They would 
cry me up for a Saint, or a very Holy Man. For the 
Faſt of the Chrifiians is a Feaft in Compariſon with 
the r1gorous Abſtinence of the Muſjulmans Thoſe in- 
deed refrain all Sorts of Flo, but they load their 
Tables with Variety of FE, and other Dainties ; 
neither have they Patience to tarry for their Repaſt 
beyond the Mid-day. Whereas the Muſſulmans tafte 
of nothing during the Ramexan, till the Sun is gone 
down, and the Stars appear. No, not even in the 
parching De/arts ef Aralia, where Men are ready to 
periſh of "Thirſt ; yet no Man will extend his Hand 
to the Water-pot to refreſh himſelf in thoſe unſpeak- 
able Agonies, till the Shadow of the Earth is ad- 
vanced into the Higher Region of the Air, and has ba- 
niſh'd the leaſt —— of the Sun. When, 
therefore, the Franks ſhall ſee me faſt after this auſtere 
Faſhion in their Lent, they will fay, I am a very 
mortify'd Man, and a devout Catholick : For they 
judge altogether by the Outſide. So if any Danger 
ſhould threaten me, I ſhould find Friends among the 
Zealots, and the [ndifferent would not appear my 
Enemies: But the Victtd, whoſe black Guilt has 
render'd 'em a Terror to themſelves, as well as an 
Abomination to others, would ftand in Fear of me. 
Thus, on all Hands, a Way would be open for me 
to eſcape a Diſcovery of the Scerets committed to my 
Charge. 

[would be much more to my Satisfaction, if I 
could with Safety, celebrate this Fa in the very 
Moon wherein the Alcoran was brought down from 
Heaven, as all good Muſſul mans generally do: But 
J am taught not to betray, or ſo much as hazard 
the Fairs of my great Mafter for a mere Nicety or 
Punctilio of Religiin., GOD is the Merciful of the 
Merciful, and tis his Vill that the Empire of the 
true Faithful ſhould be extended where-ever the Moon 
or the Sun ſhine on Earth. 

| Great 
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Great Oracle of the Muſſulmans, Doctor of Faith 
and 12 it is in thy Power to confirm or ſhake 
my Reſolution in this Point: For, from thy Sentence, 
there is no Appeal. 


Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


LETTER I. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at Vienna. 


HOU informeſt me, That the King of the 

| Nom ns is dead, and that divers Prod gies hap- 

pen d about the Time of his expiring. Whilſt others 

ort, that the German Emperor himſelf died the gth 

of the laſt Moon. However, I ſhall tranſmit thy Ad- 

vice to the Shining Porte; not truſting to the uncer- 
tain Intelligence of Fame. 

Kings and Emperors muſt refign up their Breath, 
as. well as cther Mortals. Tis a Tribute we all owe 
to Nature, who will be paid one Time or other. 
Neither has ſhe ever exempted any from the common - 
Lor, fave Enach, Elias, and Jeſus the Son of Mary, 
Theſe were Holy Prophets, perfect Saints and void 

of Original Sin, and therefore received an Indul- 
gence; Tho" thoſe of your Natien, and the Cori/- 
yo believe, that the Laſt of theſe Three died on a 

574. 

1. for all others, they have either been diſſolyd 
by Sickneſs, or ſnatch'd away by ſudden Death: 
Some by an inwi/ible Dart from Heaven; others by 
the ruder Hand of Mortals like themſelves ; Millions 
by the Sword and Spear, and ten Millions by the 
ſwifter and uiore unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 
and Bullet: Whilt not a few have receiv'd their 
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D:ath from thee very Elements whidh ſupported their 
Life. An unruly Fire has crumbled ſome into their 
firſt Atoms, and mingled their Aſhes with thoſe of 
their Houſes and Beds of Repoſe: Whillt* Water, a 
contrary Principle, has quench'd the vi Flame in 
others. There is but one Way to enter into this 
Life ; but the Gates of Death, and the Inwiſible State 
are without Number: And the greateſt Monarch may 
as well fall by the Prick of a Thorn, as by the Edge 
of a Sword. Every Time I ſwallow my Meat, I 


- remember the Fate of him that was choak'd by a 


Grain of Pepper ; and that of Anacreon the Poct, 
who was ſtrangled 4 the Stone of a Raiſin. 

Yet I am not ſolicitous in chuſing or avoiding 
particular Deaths, knowing, That no Human Coun- 
ſel can prevent the Decrees of Deftiny. It rather 
pleaſes me to think (ſuch is my Ambition) That by 
whatſoever Method I am ſent to the Grave, there I 
ſhall be equal to the Alexanders, Czfars, Timurlengs, 
and the greateſt Mortals ; for there is no Diſtinction 
of Neble and YVau/gar in that Region of Anarchy, where 
all Ranks are level'd in the Duſt; As Dijegenes told 
Alexander the Great ; when the Monarch, beholding 
that Philoſopher in a Charnel-Houſe, his Eyes atten- 
tively fix'd on the Bones of the Dead which lay in 
Heaps, aſk'd him, What he was doing? To which 
Diogenes reply d I am looking for thy Father Philip's 
Bones, but cannot diſtinguifh them from thoſe of his 
Slaves. Some ſuch Thought as this mights perhaps, 
firſt occaſion the Cuſtom of writing Epitzaphs on the 
Sepulchres of Eminent Perſons. Among which I have 
read ſome made by the Entombed themſelves, whilſt 
they were on this Side the Grawe, and for their ſin- 


gular Fancy were thought worthy ta be recorded by 


Hiſterians. Such as this. 


4 
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I Sabbas of Milan, by Blood a Caſtilian, 
Friar and Knight of Jeruſalem, wiſh a 
happy Reſurre#ion to my Apes. While I 
was alive among Mortals, a Little ſa- 
tis d me. Now Tam dead, aud aloue iu 
my Grave, I am content with Leſs, TI 
neither knew myſelf what I u; nor do 
thou enquire. Traveller, whoever thou 
art, if thou be Pious, pray for me, and 
paſs on. Farewell, and live mindful of 
Death. Living, I provided this Epi- 
taph, knowing I muſt die. 

The Birth and Life of Mortals, are nothing 
but Teil and Death. | 


Such another was that of Heliodorus, a Moor ; who 
caus'd himſelf to be bury'd near to the Pillars of 
Hercules, with this Inſcription on his Tomb. 


J Heliodorus, a Mad Carthaginian, 
have commanded by my Laſt Will and 
Teſtament, that I ſhould be interr'd 

Here in the fartheſt Angle of the World 
To maks Experiment, whether any Man 
more Mad than myſelf, would travel thus 
far to viſit my Sepulchre. 


But that which Semiramis caus'd be to inſcrib'd on 
_ Tomb, was a perfect Satire on the Living. It was 
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J Semiramis, bi Living, never was 
in need of Money; yet was always com- 
| paſhonateto the Poor. Now I'm dead, my 
Grave is my Treaſury, If any of Royal 
' Race be iu Want, let him open this Dor- 
mitory, and be fball find a Supply. 


When Darius conquer'd Babylon, ard wat told of 
this Epitaph; ſtung with Avaiice, he c2us'd the Se- 
fulchre to be open d in his own Preſence. But in- 
ſtead of Money, they only found a 4 ab/er of- Braſs, 
with theſe Words engraven on it. - 


* 


My Epitaph is a Riddle. This is the In- 


terpretation. I never was Covetous; 

only ſuch are Poor, theſe I pity; and 
have therefore provided this Leſſon 'as 
a Treaſure, for the Man who for Lucre 
| ſhall preſume to violate my Tomb. 


Tf thou wilt Rob the Living, forbear to 


Plunder the Dead; le they bring thee 
to Shame, as 1 have done. 


'Thoa telleſt me, That the Euperor ſeems not to be 
much priey'd for the Death of his Son, the Romas 
King Perhaps his Sorrow is ſo great, that it can- 
not find a Vent. Violent and uncommon Paſſions 
are apt to ſmother within the Heart, whilſt only 
ſmaller Griefs break forth into Tears. 


It 
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It was a memorable Say ing of a certain King of 
£0124, who was overcome by Camby/es the Perſian 

onarch, and taken Captive, with all his Children ; 
when the cruel Conqueror, to ſport himſelf in the 
Miſery of his Royal Priſoners, and inſult o'er the 
vanquith'd Egyptiens, firſt cauſed the Daughter of 
the Caprive King to be employ'd in the meaneſt 
Offices with the common Slaves, before her Father's 
Face: Then his Sox to bridled and curbed like a 
Horſe, with a vaſt Burthen ty'd on his Back. At 
both which diſmal Spectacles, the poor Fgyßtian Mo- 
narch ſhed not one Tear: But when he faw one that 
had formerly been his Servant, reduc'd to great Po- 
verty, he wept bitterly. Cambyſes aſking him the 
Reaſon, why he ſeem'd ſo inſenſible of his Childrens 
Calamity, and yet was touch'd with ſo tender a Grief 
for the Misfortune of a Stranger? He anſ{wer'd, Sor 
of Cyrus, The Deſolation of my Family aids me 
with fo profound a Sorrow, that no Tears can * 
it : But my Compaſſion to this diſtreſi d Ser want, being 
not ſo violent, eaſily breaks forth into Tears, | 

Nathan, I wiſh thee neither extreme joy, nor Grief, 
for they are both hurtful to the Heart. 


Paris, iſt of ths 8th: Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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75 Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable 
Eremite of the Cave, replete with 
Wonders. > 


H EN I contemplate thy Life ſo full of Inno- 
ence, and yoid of the very Shadow of Vice, 
I am like a Serpent rouz'd from his Sleep by a Breeze 
of cooler Wind, or the Noiſe of a Traveller on the 
Road: My Soul ſtarts; and unfolding all the drowzy 
Curls of Lenſuality, ſtretches itſelf at full Length : 
Surpriz d and aſham'd of it own Lethargy, it ſwift- 
ly retires into a dark Corner, to cover - itſelf from 
e Light of its own Faculties, and from the brighter 
Refleclions of thy Spirit, which penetrate like the 
Beams of the Sun. | 
I do not preſently curſe my ſelf, the Hour of my 
Nativity, my Friends that bave flatter'd me into an 
erroneous Belief of my own Virtue, or my Enemies 
that have provok'd me, and by various Trains en- 
tangled me in the Paths of Vice. Such Maladiction 
only becomes the Mouth of a Jexw, or a Libertine : 
For, we arrive at Perfection, not by curſing the Evil, 
but by imitating the Good. 
I had rather bleſs the Hour of Conjund4ion, the In- 
uence of my better Stars, and the Conflellations of a 
more propitious Heroſcope, the Moment when I had 
the Honour to touch the Sand before thy Feet with 
my Lips in that Sanctuary of Heling. Oh thou 
Patron of good Intentions ; fincere Reformer of Hu- 
man Errors : refulgent Pattern of the Pious ; Glory 
of the Wiſe ; moſt Excellent of the Excellent, Phæ- 
ix of the Age! 
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Praiſe be to GOD, the Firft and the Laff : Peace to 

the Angel who ſtand round his Throne, and to the 
bs rm who rejoice" in his Preſence. An univerſal 
Jubilee to all the Inhabitants of Paradiſe : And eter- 
nal Felicity to the Saint of the Deſart on Earth, 
whoſe Soul is expanded wide as the Firmament. 
I am raviſhed, and full of Ecfafies, becauſe there 
is not found thy Equal on this Side the Clouds. 
When thou ſhalt be cropp'd from the Earth, the 
Mirror of Mortals, the Flower of Human Nature 
is gone. The Trees of the Vilderneſi will lament 
thy Death, by whoſe Preſence they flouriſh'd and 
brought forth their Fruit in due Seaſon. At thy 
Departure, the Graſs of the Field will fade and 
wither, conſcious that thy Merits drew down the 
Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Arabia fertile 
in Herbage. 914 | 

The Beaſts will languiſh for want of Paſture, 
and Men will bewail the Dearth of the Land ; know- 
ing, That the Life of the Ju, «cauſes the Ground to 
produce a flenteous Harveſt. 

But no Mourning will be like that of Mabmut, 
who can boaſt of thy particular Friendſhip. ; and 
in loſing thee, will be as if he were depriv'd of the 
Light of the San, or the Morning Air, or the Be- 
neht of Fire and Water: For fo thy Favours are re- 
m_ as the Elements, without which we cannot 
ive. | 
Therefore as oft as I turn my Face to the City, 
ſanctified by the Birth of our Holy Prophet; I ſend 
up my Vows to Heaven for thy long Life; beſeech- 
ing GOD for the univerſal Good of Nature, to con- 
tinue the Man on Earth, the Vement of whoſe Soul 
is compoſed of Rays darted from all the fortunate 
Stars. # NN 7 


Tell me, O thou Holieft of the Holy Ones in the 


Omni potent; 
Agent 
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Ant i incognito, for the Court of Heawen ! Tell me 
by wlat Chart I ſhall Reer my Courſe through. this 
_ uncertain as the Sea, and toſſed with as many 
empeſts. I find in wyſelf manifeſt Inclinations to 
Virtue, and whatſoever is Good; yet I ſtill miſ- 
take the Methods of "attaining my End. I would 
fain be perfeci! 'y Pious, Juſt and Wiſe ; but know not 
| how to compaſs my Deſign. One Event or other ſtill 
ee my Labour: Either a Friend or an Enemy, 
lation or a Stranger, Caſualties without, or the 
Pa ions Within, ſtop me in the Beginning, or the 
Midit of a glorious Career, the Race which cannot 
be run without noble Agonies. 
Then I take Breath, and rouzing myſelf with 
Freſh Vigours, I chearfully addreſs to the Combat, 
which crowns the Fictor with ny My Cot- 
rage is great, my Reſolution fix'd, at the firſt ſetting 
out: I gain Ground on a ſudden ; the heeli of m 
-Chariot are, for a Time, like thoſe of the Sun, thoſe 
"momentary Advances are not perceiv'd by Mertals. 
But before | get half Way-to the Meridian, ſome un- 
ſeilful Phæton, an erroneous Thought, or a giddy 
Paſſion, overthrows me. Either Old Habits, or New 
Temptations, hinder me from gaining the Prize in 
the Olympicks of Vitrue. 

Thus, often foil d, I retire with Shame hind Weak- 
neſs; and finding no Redreſs within, I fly to thee 
who art created a Director of the Werld. | 

*T will be an Offence'to make Repzti:ions, and aſk 
Counſel again: I will henceforth endeavour to fol- 
low thy Example, which is certainly the moſt correct 
Rate of a religious Life. But then I cannot ſerve the 
Grand Scignior in this Poſt. Reſolve my Doubts. Is 
ic lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and retire. 
into a Dart ? If not, I will erect a Solitude in the 
midſt of this populous City, and build an Hermitage 
in my own Heart. If I cannot arrive at the Per- 
"2h I aim at, I will at leaſt endeavour to - 1 
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Good as I can. There is a religious Dexterity, b 
which a Man may, in the midſt of vor /dly Bulined, 
make for himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk free 
from the general Contagion of Mortals, If I cannot 
rform any eminent Good, I will take Care to ab- 
ſtain from enormous Evil: Neither will I commit 
the leaſt, without a good Intention; which, I am 
ur'd by the Mufti, — ſanctifies a bad Action. 
If I ye, or forfwear _—_ it ſhall be to ſerve my 
great Mafler. If I diſſemble my Religion, and coun- 
terfeit a Chri/lian, I will propoſe to myſelf the great- 
er Advantage of the Mu/ulman Faith + Thus ſome 
higher End ſhall always direct my Intention and Per- 
formances. . | - 

But if thou wilt tell me after all, That this is not 
the Way to Paradiſe, I will forſake all worlely In- 
tereſt, wherein I find ſo many Entanglements, and 
take up my Reſidence in ſome humble Cave, or 
Cleft of a Rock, or Hollow of a Tree; where I 
will ſpend the reſt of my Days in contemplatin 
the f Eſence, and all that flows from it. I wi 
bid a final Adieu to this perfidigus Age, to the vain 
Gencration of Mortals that live in it, to whoſe Con- 
verſe I ſhall have Reaſon to perfer that of the * 
who are far more innocent, and leſs debauch'd t 
Men. For Lions aud Tygert, in the utmoſt Fury 
of their Hunger, abſtain from preying on thoſe of 
of their Kind. Man is the only Cannibal, who 
devours his Brother, and greedily ſwallows. down 
= Blood of him who bears the ſame Inage as him- 

I ſpeak not of the ancient Scythians, Maſſageter, 
or Tarters ; nor of the more modern Savage, in 
America, who ſtuffed their greedy Paunches with 
Human Fleſh. Their Barbar:/m has crept, by Tran/- 
migration, into the molt civiliz d Empires and States; 
and is not the leſs cruel, becauſe it has changed its 
Form, 3 6 
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Nor do I tax the more excuſable Epicuriſin of 
thoſe, who ranſack all the Elements for Dainties ; 


14 


%hoſe Tables are loaded with the ſlaughter'd Car- 
caſſes of Birds, Peafls, and Fiſhes; their Houſes 
polluted with an extravagant Profuſion of the Blood 
of thoſe Creatures, which the eternal Mind form'd to 
live, and enjoy the Fruits of the-Earth, as well as 
ourſelves. 4 

But I accuſe the Oppreſſors of Men, thoſe Cann - 
balsin Diſguiſe, whoſe very Bread is mingled with 
the Marrow of the Poor; and their greater Delica- 
cies are R 2goo's, compounded of the Bl of i- 
deu and Orphans; whilſt they ſtarve and ruin 
whole Families, to ſupport a needleſs Grandeur, a 
momentary Pomp, which vanifhes almoſt as ſoon as 


= yr 4 . B 
Yee theſe Men think to pacify Heaven, by build - 
ing magnificent Temples and Oratories; by entail- 
ing their Efates on Convents and Hoſpitals: As if 
the Omnipotent were to be brib'd ; or took Pleaſure 
in Giſis, which are but the Fruits of Robbery and In- 
Juſtice. Can the Sacrifices of Infideli be mop acce 
table, becauſe they are made on Altars of Cold? Gr 
even the Prayers of Mufſulmans, in that they are 
breath d out in Mo/ques, built of the fineſt Marble 
cruſted over with precious Stones and adorn'd 
with Carpets, and gings of the richeſt Tiſſues 
_ Broccades # The ancient Pagans can inſtruct us 
r. a 

Thou wilt not think me tedious, if I relate a 
Paſſage which juſt come into my Mind, of a cer- 
tain great Man in Aa, who peſſeſs d vaſt Herds of 
Cattle, and was accuſtom'd to make magnificent 
Oblations to the Gods. This Grandee once made a 
Pilgrimage to Delphos, famous in thoſe Days for the 
Oracle of Apollo, He carried with him a Hundred 
Bulls, whoſe Horns were enchas'd in Gold, being 
ſpurred on with extraordinary Devotion, and deſign- 

| ning 
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ing to do a ſingular Honour to the Gad. When he 
arrived at the Place, puffed up with his coſtly Preſent, 
and the Flatteries of his Attendants ; he boldly ap- 
proach d the Temple, thinking no man on Earth more 
worthy of the God's Friendfhip than - himſelf; de- 
manding of the Pythoneſe (for ſo they call'd the Wo- 
man, who perform'd the Office of Pri:fhoed there) 
Who, ＋ „* Mortals, made = moſt 

Sacrifice, and departed with 1 Bl:ffin 

— — Oracle ? (for he preſumed t Deas 5, 25. 
would be granted to himſelf.) When ſhe anſwer d, 
That one Clearchus of Methydrium, was the moſt de- 
wvout and dear to the Gods, of all Men. 

Aſtoniſh'd above Meaſure, at this u Re- 
ply, the vain Bigot reſolved to find out this Man, 
and learn of him what Methed he took to pleaſe the 
Divinity. He haſtens therefore to Methydrirm : And 
when he firſt came within Veiw of it, he deſpiſed 
the Meanneſs of the Place, judging it impodible, 
That one Man, or all the Town, could be able to 
preſent the Gods with more magificent Obligations 
than he. * out Clearcbus, he aſked him, 
What Sacrifices uſed to make to 4polle? To 
whom Clearcbus reply d, I] am a peor Man, and 
hen I go to De/phos, I carry neither Silver nor 
« Gold, but only a Baſket of Fruits, the beſt that 
« my Farm affords, which I freely offer to the 
« Powers Which govern Al Things, and from 
« whom I receive whatſoever I enjoy. Moreoever, 
« I keep the appointed holy Days; and my poorer 
« Neighbours zo chearful from my Table. I ne- 
% ver #i//d any Thing: Nor have I done to another 
that which I would net have done to ne. I 
pray to Jupiter every Morning before Sun 
« ariſes, and at Night when he goes down. I keep 
« myſelf and my Cottage clean. In all Things 
« elſe live like the Beaffs, that is, according to 
Mature. 

| Thou 
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Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Eremit, that 
Simplicity and Innocence are the moſt acceptable Sa- 
criſice, to the © ſupremely Merciful . Aud, that the 
moſt High God takes no Pleaſure in the Smoak of 
Burnt- Offerings, or the pompous Addreſſes of the 
Great ; but only in the pure Flames of a devout 
Heart ; the Integrity of a juſt Man, void of Deceit 
and Guile. | | 

Thou, Mariens Mabummed, are the Perſon in 
whem theſe Things are verify'd. May GOD ſhelter 
thee with his Mercier, to the Hour of Tranſmigration, 
and beyond the /af? Flight of Time. 


Paris, 1ſt of tbe 8th Moon, | 
of the Year 1654. 7-40 


ä 
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LETTER VI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HERE are Two Actions which take up all 

the Difcourſe at preſent. One is the Siege of 
Stenay, a ſtrong Town in Flanders, before which the 
French Army is newly laid down. The ocher is, the 
inveſting of” Arras by the Spaniards. 

Tis the Preſence of many illuſtrious Perſonages, 
that renders both theſe Sieges conſiderable. In the 
French Camp are preſent, the King, Cardinal Ma- 
_ Zarint, and all the Grandes of the Court. In the 
Spaniſh are Arch Duke Leopold, the Prince of Conde, 
8 Duke of Lorrain, with others of Prime Qua- 

ty. ; 
| "They are very vigorous on both Sides, in preſſi 
and defending hefe Two Places; as if the Fate 
both K:rg4:ms were now at Stake. In my Opinion 
France runs the greateſt Hazard: For, if the * 
| | | niar 
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niards . ſhould prove ſucceſsful in what, tis ſaid, 
they have reſolv'd upon, that is, the Relief of He- 
Y; if they ſhould give Battle, and get the Vic- 
tory, a Way would be open for them to penetrate 
into the Bowels of France. And is thought many 
Towns in -this Kingdom would open their Gates 
to them, whilſt the Prince of Conde is at the Head 
of their Army, who does all Things in the Name of 
the French King: Even his Rebellion itſelf is maſqu'd 
under the ſpecious Title, Of taking up Arms, to 
reſcue the Captive King frem the Hands of Mazarini 
and his Adberents. A pretty Way of ſedueing the 
People from their Obedience. The Parti/ans, and 
indeed all the French, are divided into Cabals and 
Parties; ſome eſpouſing the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, 
whilft others manifeſt an incorruptible Loyalty to their 
Sovereign. 1 approve the Morals of the Latter, yet 
privately rejoice at the Trea/ons of the Former, 22 
their inte ine Quarrels many continue till the Day 

the Earthquake. | | 
 Eliachim the Few follows the Court, which ra- 
ther ought now to be called the Camp, His private 
Affairs call him that Way: From him I receive fre- 
Gar Advice of the moſt important Matters in 


that Theatre of Hor. He informs me, That the 
King of France's Preſence in the Siege of Stenay, 
inſpires his Soldiers with more than ordinary Vi- 
gour : And that he ſhews daily Proofs of an ex- 
traordinary Courage. He was one whole Night 
on Horlbeck, giving Orders, and directing his 
Engineers Next Morning he ſends a Summons te 
the Governor; who made a ſtout Reply, being reſol- 
ved to hold out to the laſt F.xtremity ; and therefore 
fallied out of the Town with a Party of reſolute 
Men, who kill'd near Four Thouſand of the Be- 
fiegers. | 

But alas, theſe Inſdels are only ſtout, whilſt well 
fed: Not knowing what it is to endure the * 
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of Famine, and other intolerable Hardſhips, In all 
the Weftern Hiftories, they cannot match the Brave 

of a Garriſon in the impregnable Fortreſs of Meraln, 
famous in our Annals for ſuſtaining a Seven Years 
Siege, where the Mighty Timurleng lay before it with 
his Invincible Army. That Scourge of Heaven, to 
terrify the Beſieg d, and give em an Earneſt of his 
Reſolution, caus d all the Old Trees round about this 
Place to be cut down, and Voung Ones to be planted 
in far greater Numbers: Declaring at the ſame Time, 
«_ That he would not raiſe the Seige, till thoſe Trees 
« ſhould be mature enough to bear Fruit: When that 
Time came, he ſent a Preſent of the Fruits to the Go- 
wernor of the Garriſon ; as likewiſe of Mutton, with 
this Meſſage, © That he took Pity on fo brave a Man, 
* ing he ſhould ſtarve for Want of Neceſ- 
* ſaries. | | 
As ſoon as the Governor had receiv'd theſe Pre- 
ſents, turning to the Meſſenger, he faid, © Gotell thy 
«« Maſter, I thank him for his Preſent of Fruits: But, 
« for the Fleſh, we ſhall have no Occafion, ſo long as 
e our Ewes afford us Milk enough to ſuſtain the whole 
« Garriſon, And that thy Maſter may be aſſurd we 
« are not in want of that, I will ſend him a Preſent 
«© of Cheeſes made of the fame. Accordingly he com- 
manded four Cheeſes to be deliver'd to Jo 'Meſſen- 
ger; which, when Timurleng ſaw, and kad heard 
the Words of the Governor, * deſpair'd of reducing 
that Place, though he had laid beforeit Seven Years, 
wanting only Two Moons. But had he underſtood 
what Sort of Chee/es theſe were, he would; no doubt, 
have changed his Reſolution : for, it ſeems, they 
were made of the Milt of Bitches, and were the very 
laſt Suſtenance the Garriſon had, except the Fle/b it- 
ſelt of thoſe unclean Ani mali. | | 
Believe me, ſage Miniſter, ſuch Examples of Pa- 
tience and Fortitude are very rare. And this was 
the more remarkable, in that it was the firſt __ 
. | Where 
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— 4 that Invincible Generals Hand met with a Re- 


Paris, 1ſt of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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LETTER V. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


HIS is the Anniverſary Day of my Nativity ; 

which I celebrate not, as others do, on ſuch 
an Occaſion, with Mirth and Rewvelling, with Mufick 
and Songs. My Chamber is not perfum'd with the 
| Incenſe of Arabia, nor with any extraordinary Odours : 
Neither is it adorn'd with Flowers, Laurel, or the 
Branches of green Trees. Tam not at the E 
of cofily Oils, to burn in a Multitade of Lamps, and 
make joyful IlNluminat:ons, as at a Feaſt. Such pom- 
pous Vanity I leave to thoſe, who haps, have 
more Reaſon to be merry in this Le, than the 
thoughtful and penſive Mabmut can find out. 
On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in extreme 
and fruitleſs Mourning : But retaining an Indifference 
of Mind, I conſecrate it to the Service of my Reaſon - 
and C:ntemplation ; which are the only Things conſi- 
derable in Mortal Man. | 

From the Minute that I firſt awak'd this Morn- 

ing, I have been pondring on myſelf, and Human 
Nature. I ſuffer'd my anxious 1 houghts to ſtart 
back beyond the Hour of my Birth, refſecting on the 
Impriſonment I ſuffer d in my Mother's Womb, which 
yet I cannot in the leaſt remember. And this is the 
Caſe of all Men. We know not how we came into 
this open World of Light, from that Region of Dar#- 
neſs ; nor that ever we were ſo ſhut up, but as we 
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are told by our Parents; and common Experience 
confirms us, That this is the Let of all Mortalu. How 
then ſhall we be able to diſcover what S/ate we 
were in before our Conception? Whether we were 
in the Rank of Things which have Exifience, or whe- 
ther we were not hid in the Womb of Nothing ? | tell 
thee, this Thought has fill'd me with great Inquie- 
tudes. I am reitleſs to know my own Original. 
I would fain be iaform'd, if that which they call 
the Sou! be a Subſtance diltint from the Body, or 
only a finer Part of Matter, a Quinteſſence of the 
Elements. If it be Aid, as I have keaſon to be- 
lieve, twould be a ſingular Happineſs, to be ſaws- 
fed where it was, before united to this Machine of 
Fi and Bones; and whether that Union be vo- 
luntary or forc dd: For I muſt profels my ſelf to be 
altogether in the Dark, as to theſe Scrutimes. Some» 
times I join with the Platori//s, and conclude all Hu- 
man Souls to be Particles of the divine Nature, Reams 
of the eternal Sun; And, that though our Light be 
now obſcur'd and veil'd under the Clouds of earthly 
| Matter, yet we have foflherly_ ſhin'd with an un- 
diminiſh'd Splendor, when only embody'd in the 
clearer Air, or more refin'd Subſtance of the Sky, 
Perhaps, I think, for ſome Errors committed in that 
ſuperior State, we are ſent down iato thele Bodies, 
as into Priſen, for our Puri/pment, Ihen I am vex d 
at the fatal Dulneſe of my Memory, that retains no 
Id:a of my paſt Condition. 

At other Times (for like all Mortali, I am ſubject 
to Change) 1 embrace the Doctrinas of Pythageras, 
which thou knoweſt are generally entertain'd all over 
the Eaft: And believing the Tren/migration of Sculs 
from one living Creature to another, I cannot be cer- 
tain but that 1 have been an Elephant, a Camel, or a 
Harſe, or perhaps ſome more contemptible Animal; 
and for aught I —— I have undergone all che vari- 
ous Kinds of Metamorphoſis that ever Ovid * 

| : OW= 
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However, be it how it will, I ſee no Grounds to 
make any extravagant Solemnity on the Account of 
my being Born to what I am now, that is, a Man; 
For I thing we are the only, Spe&aclcs of Folly and 
M. ſery, among all the Creatures of GO DP. 

We boaſt of Arts and Sciences; yet the Wiſeſt of 
Mortals are always moſt ſenſible, That they know No- 
thing. One Man builds a ſtately Houſe, a Place of 
Repoſe and Refuge for himſelf and his Family; ano- 
ther comes and pulls it down, demoliſhing the only 
ſtanding Monument of his Brother's Prudence, or ra- 
ther of his Fe/ly, who perhaps, conſumed the greateſt 
Part of his Efate in that coſtly Fabrick ; Whereas 
among all his Sciences; had he but learn'd to Kzow 
Himſelf, an humble convenient Cottage wonld have 
ſerv'd his Nec:/ities, during his fort Life, and ſo he 
might have avoided the Srrouke of Envy. 

tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build Altars to 
Fortune, nor adore the external Pageantry of the 
Rich and Great. I equally hate to be flatter d my- 
ſelf, as thoſe who invite their Friends to ſolemnize 
their Birth-Day. | 

Yet in thus contemning eternal Honour, I do the 
greateſt Reverence to myſelf, whilſt I preſerve my 
Reaſon free from being vielated or prophan'd by 


feeliſh Cuſtoms. 


Paris, 1ſt / the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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"LETTER VI 


T the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer, 
to the Grand Siguior. | 


Ometimes we ſeem to be aſleep here in this City 

for want of News. But of late we have been 
rouz'd by Poſt upon Poſt : Some bringing Intelligence 
of the Surrender of Stenay to the French King; 
others of the Revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards. 
But that which is of freſheſt Date, and for which all the 
Streets of Paris are this Night illuminated with Bone- 
fires, is the Relief of 4rras, where the French have ob- 


tain'd a glorious Victory. The Number of the Dead is 


not yet known, but ſaid to be very great. And 'tis 
certain the Victors have taken above Seven Thouſand 
Priſoners, Sixty Cannon, Five Thouſand Waggons, 
an equal Number of Horſes, with all the Plate and 
rich Furniture of the Prince of Conde, Arch-Duke 
Leopold, Francis of Lorrain, and the other Grandees 
of the Spaniſb Army. In fine, the French are Maſters 
of the 'Town, and of the Field, and all Flanders ap- 
pears now too little to hold 'em. 

Theſe continual Succeſſes redound much to the 
Eſtabliſhment of Cardinal Mazarini, who now ſeems 
above the Stroke of Misfortune, or Malice. Yet 
no Man can call himſelf happy till the Hour of 
his Death, which alone releaſes us from all Human 
Miſeries. 

Some Days ago, I receiv'd a Letter from Nathan 
Ben Saddi, which informs me of the Death of the 
Roman King, and of ſeveral Prodigies which were ſeen 
before, and about the Time of his Departure. 

When he was firſt taken ſick, there aroſe a vio- 


lent Tempeſt of Wind, which blew down the _ 
| om 
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from of one their Churches. Aſter this, followed 
s terrible Zarthquake that ſhook the whole City. 
threatning to remove its Foundations. Moreover, 
an old Eagle, a Domeſtick of the Imperial Palace, 
and that had liv'd there many Vears, took Wing 
the Day before the King's Sickneſs, and flew quite 
away. Then the Bells of the Inperial Chappel rung 
thrice, of their own Accord, in the Space of Twelve 
Hours. Thus far the Jew aſſures me is true. There 
are additional Reports of — Apparitions that 
were ſeen about Vienna during Sickneſs of this 
Prince, as of a Funeral Proceſſion after Midnight, 
through the Courts of the Palace ; and of a Shower 
of warm Blood that fell at Noon-day in the Streets of 
that City. But theſe I have only from the Mouth of 
common Fame, which, thou knoweſt does not always 
ſpeak Truth. 

I deſire thee and all the Mini/ers, to make Di- 
ſtinction between thoſe Paſſages which I aſcertain, 
and the doubtful Relations of the Multitade. In 
theſe Caſes, Men are row to Superſtition, and love 
to be the Authors of protentous News. But thou 
may ſt believe what the Je relates, for he never 
affects to be fabulous. | 

Twould tempt one to aſk, What ſtrange hidden 
Power produces theſe unuſual Signs? Whether we 
Mortals are under the Cuſtody of Invifble Beings 
who teach the Elements and other Creatures to utter 
the future Events of Fate ? Or, whether all thefe 
Things which appear ſo ſtrange and ſurprizing, be 
not mere Caſualties ; Accidents of Nature happening 
of Courſe, and only made Remarkable by their Tim- 
ing ? Who knows, but that the voluntary Ringing of 
the Bells might proceed from the Motion of the 
Tower where they hung, during the Earthquake? 
Or, Why need we wonder, that a Cro/s or a Creſcent 
ſhould be blown down from the Top of a high Mina- 
ret, by a violent Tempeſt of Wind ä 1 
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Theſe 'Things appear to me as natural, as for the 
Rain to lodge all the Corn in the Fields; or for a 
Storm to tear up the Trees by the Roots; overturn 
Houſes, and commit a Thouſand other Violences. 
Neither do | perceive any I hing worthy Admiration 
in the Flight of the Eag/e. Perhaps ſome Royal Ca- 
price ſprung in the Head of that King of Birds ; 
which he never felt before. There's nothing of 
Prodigy in all this, bur only becauſe it happen d nt 
ſuch a critical Juncture. Had it been atanotier Time, 
no Body, perhaps, would have taken Notice of it, 
any more than they do of Earthquakes at Naples, 
which are common 1n that Country, where the Earth 
is very hollow, being made ſo by Veins of continual 
burning S:/phur They have felt ſeveral in that King- 
dem within theſe Tauo Moens, as alſd at Rome; but no 
great Hurt has been done. A. 
Nathan informs me alſo, That the Venetian Am- 
baſſador at Vienna, has diſtributed t Sums of 
Money, in Token of his Joy, for the late Victory 
that Republic obtain'd againſt the Muſulmans. This 
appears to me a real Prodigy, That the Ottomans, 
whe are Invincible by Land, yet till come off with 
Loſs at Sea. 
_ Queen Chriſtina of Sweden is expected here e'er 
long. She came to Antwerp in the Habit of a Man, 
which occaſions Variety of Cenſures. The French 
call her, the Learned Amazon, ſhe being well vers'd 
in many Languages and Sciences. They extol her 
Virtues and Perfection, ſtiling her the Phanix of 
the Age. All the Weſtern Ne xarenes are devout Ad- 
mirers of Women : And one of their famous Sages, 
whom the call Henry Cornelius Agrippa, wrote a ſe- 
lect Treatiſe in Praiſe of that Sex; wherein he endea- 
vours to prove, That they are more excellent and no- 
ble Creatures than Men. But he would find few 
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"Tis certain, there have been very famous Women 
an all Ages, and it would be Envy in Men to deny 
them their due Praiſe. Such was Dido, Queen of 
Carthage, the Roman Lucretia, the Sybils, Theana, 
Pythagoras's Wife, with his Daughter Dama, Sap- 
pho the Poeteſs, with innumerable others, both of 
£aft and Wife, renown'd for their Vertue, Learning, 
or Valour in the Wars. But it does not follow, that 
18 ſurpaſs Men. | 

tus keep the Rank in which GOD and Nature 
have placed us, without being churliſh or effeminate. 
And this is the beſt Way to get and retain the Eſteem 
of that nice Sex, who hate a Clown, and deſpiſe a 
Coward. 


Paris, zoth of the 8th Moon, 
F the Year 1654. 
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LETTER VII. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 


HOU art he to whom I can unmaſk : With 
others I converſe (like our Women in Tur- 
ey) under a Veil. When I write to the Grandees of 
the Porte, tis neceſſary for me to diſſemble many 
Things, and to feign ſome, that I may be credited 
in others, and not be ſuſpected in all. But with 
thee I uſe no Artifice or Diſguiſe : Thou haſt a 
kind of natural Right to my ſecret Thoughts be- 
yond the Claim of a Brother, I owe thee an eatire 
Confidence on the Score of Friendſhip; and I ſeem 
to wrong my ſelf, when I conceal my Sentiments 

m thee. For, Beſides the Tie of Blood, we were 
Partngrs together in the 8 of Youth ; * | 
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the mutual good Offices that paſt between us, faſt- 
ened our Affection with ſtronger Bands than thoſe of 
our Birth. Nor were we ſo unhappy as to fuffer 
the little youthful Emulations, which are common 
between Sons of the fame Mother, to ſtifle the more 
folid and generous Efforts of real Love. Our Frietid- 
ip grew up with our Years, cemented by Intereſt as 
Well as Affection; and I eſteem Pefeli, but my ſelf, 
in another Figure. If thou haſt the ſame Regard to 
me, am I happy. Let us continue to cheriſh this 
noble Paſkon. The leaſt Cole neſs or Reſerve now, 
would appear to me more hateful than a Divorce, 
more terrible than Death. 

"Tis but reaſonable, that among the many Services 
our Great Maſter claims at our Hands, we ſhould 
employ ſome of our 'Time and Care to ourſelves, 
We owe the Sultan much, but both He and We owe 
Nature more, without whoſe Bounty and Provi- 
dence, We had never had the Honour, or He the 
Profit of our being in bis Debt. He is more deeply 
engag d in Foriune's Tally than We; but in the Ac- 
compts of Nature we are all equal. She is the uni- 
verſal Creditor of Mankind. We are indebted to her 
for all we have; yet, methinks, nothing ſo much 
enhances our Score, as the ill Menage of Time: 
In that we ſtill run in Arrears, whillt the haſty 
Minutes poſt forward, never to be revok'd : and 
yet we neither lay hold on em in their Flight, nor ſo 
much as imprint on any of them, the leaft tranſient 
Mark of Vertue and Wiſdom. Thus our Lives flide 
away without Profit, till the laſt Sand tells us, He 
are Bankrupts ; Nature will not truſt us with a Mo- 
ment longer. | | | 

"Tis Time therefore, dear Brother, for Thee and 
Me, to look about us; and ſince tis impoſſible for 
us to make full Payment, let us at leaſt compound 
with Nature, and getting an Acquittance for what is 
palt and irrecoverable, let us be ſure to cancel the 


Je- 
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remaining Part of the Score by a wiſe Improve- 
ment of every Minute. 
Think not that Mahmut is perſuading thee to turn 
Derviſe, or to beſtow all thy Kime in Prayer: ; Such 
rigorous Devotion is not conſiſtent with the Liſe 
of a Man in thy Station. But permit me, dear 
_ Pefteli, to counſel thee not to build Altars to Fortune, 
'and conſecrate all thy vacant Hours to her Service. 
I am told, thou art grown a great Gamer, not 
only at the Polemick Traverſes of Cheſi, but alſo at 
Plays of Hazard: The former of the Two is the 
molt innocent, yet tis too 1atricate and puzzling, 
deſerves the Name of Buſineſs, rather than of Re- 
creation: It commits a Rape on the Mind, whalft 
it requires as much Attention and Abractedneſs of 
Thoughts, as would deſerve to trace out the Con- 
duct of a Battle or a Siege. Bat the latter haye 
a far worſe Influence on our Paſſions, by exci: in 
u3 to immoderate Defire, Ho » J0Ys and Grief 
for mere Trifles, the uncertain Þr ucts of Chance. 
Therefore are they forbidden by our Holy Propber. 
And, tis not to be number'd among the Commenda- 
tions of a Maſulman, to be dextrous at managing 
the Cards and Dice. 
When thou art diſpos'd to unbend thy Mind, I 
would rather counſel thee to uſe ſome healthful Ex- 
erciſe; ſuch as may ventilate thy melancholy Blood. 
Our Fathers were wont at ſuch Times, to divert them» 
ſelves with Bows and Arrows, Hunting, Wreſtling, 
and the like Manly Paſtimes; thus making their Pri- 
vate Recreations ſubſervient to the Publick, whilſt 
they ſported | themſelves into the Diſcipline of War, 
and inured their Bodeis to Labour, even at thoſe 
Hours, when their Minds ſought Rell. 
What! though Claudius Cæſar devoted himſelf to 
Gaming with Dice, and wrote a Book in Praiſe of his 
Folly. What! tho' Domitian the Emperor, and Theo- 
darick, King of the Goths, ſpent whole Nights and 
C 2 Ts Days 
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Days in this unprofitable Play ? Thou haſt not read 
or heard of ſuch Examples among the Renowned 
Sons of Ortcman. Our Glorious Sultans were never 
vacant to theſe Fooleries. And, if they had, their 
Practices cannot juſtify a Subject's Imitation. Nei- 
ther would ſt thou be ſo in Love with Gaming, didſt 
thou conſider what unhappy Deſtinies have com- 
monly artended the Votaries of Fortune, Whole 
Eſtates have been ſquanderd away at Dice, in a 
Night, Families ruin'd and the Gameſter himſelf 
impriſon'd in the Morning. He that Yeſterday was 
Maſter of great Poſſeſſions, and a Companion for 
Princes, by the Effects of this accurſed Vanity, has 
bereav'd himſelf of All, and is Jo- day become the 
Scorn of Beggers. . 

The Chine/e are ſo bewitch'd with Love of Gam- 

ing, that when they have loſt all their Stakes, the 

wn themſelves, their Wives and Children; whic 
if the Fortune of the Dice turn againft them, become 
all Bond-ſlaves to the Winner. Here is a Derwi/e in 
this City ofthe Order of the Jeſuita, who lately came 
from China. Among other learn'd Men, I ſome- 
times cotwerſe with him. He relates many pretty 
Paſſages of that People, but one is Tragical, whereof 

he himſelf was an Eye Witneſs. 
He ſays, That in the Province of Queintong, a cer- 
tain Nobleman who had ſery'd in the War, and ac- 
quir'd great Fame and Honour, was envied by one 
of his Neighbours who likewiſe hed been a Captain, 
and much in Favour at the Court. Their Emulations 
carried em to many ill Offices, and at laſt to open 
Defiance. The Emperor being made ſenſible of the 
Hatred that was between theſe two Officers, and be- 
ing unwilling their Fury ſhould precipitate them to 
the Ruin of each other, becaume himſelf an Arbi- 
trator of their Wuarrel ; laying his Commands on 
*em, to embrace and eat together, which is an aſſur'd 
'Token of Reconciliation and Friendſhip in that 
+. ht Countyr. 
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Country. They obey'd the Will of their Sovereign. 
But fitting up late one Night at Dice, it was the 
Captain's ill Fortune to loſe all he had to the Noble- 
man. Mad at his unlucky Chance, and in Hopes to 
retrieve his Loſs, he ſends for his Wife and three 
young Sons, who with himſelf he pawn'dto the No- 
bleman for a conſiderable Smm of Money, and fell 
afreſh to play: But Fate was his Enemy; he loſt All. 
Whereupon in Deſpair he ſtabs his Wife and three 
Children, and laſtly falls on his Sword ; glorying, 
that he and his Family ſhould thus eſcape a hated Cap- 
tivity to his old Enemy. | : 
Tell me dear Peſeli, Hadſt thou feen this Tragedy, 
would it not have made thee reſolve againſt Gaming 
during thy Life? Aſſuredly, our Holy Prophet frowns 
from his Paradiſe, on thoſe who violate his Laws. 
He knew our Paſſions, and which were the moſt 
dangerous ; therefore he prohibited ſuch "Things, 
as are moſt likely to betray us to Violence, and 
an incurable Diſorder, If thou wilt acquit th 
ſelf a good Muſſulman, thou muſt not leap over the 
Prohibitions, accounting them ſmall and indifferent 
Trifles. Remember the Saying of the Holy Docter, 
and Leader of the Muſſulman Armies, the chaſte O/- 
man, A little Spark auill ſet a whole City on Fire. And 
the Reman Satyrift has obſerv'd, That no Man be. 
comes Wicked all at once. Think then with thy ſelf, 
tis for this Reafon the Menger of GOD has forbid 
Gaming to the True Faithfu!, not as a Thing in it 
ſelf naturally Evil, but only morally, ſo as it is a Step 
to the greateſtVice. For whilſt we captivate ourſelves 
to Chance, we loſe our Authority over our Paſſions. 
We ſtand or fall at the uncertain Caſt of the Dice. We 
are Slaves to the feebleſt Wiſhes ; which if they ſuccecd: 
not, we grow Furious, Profligate, and Impious. Ba- 
a all Prudence, 'Temperance, and Juktice, we be- 
come Impudent, and fit for the blackeſt Crimes | 
| CY | Take 
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Take not in ill Part the wholeſome Admonition of 
a Brother, who manifeſts his Love in thus reproving 
thee without Flattery. Uſe the ſame Freedom when 
thou heareſt I am guilty of any unnectſſary Vice: For 
the Pullick Service turns ſome Vices into Virtues. 

Fans, 14th ef the 10th Moon. 

of the Year 165 4. 
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LETTER VII 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


1 Believe thou haſt a Mind to try my Temper, to 
make an Experiment upon me, and ſee whether 
Im Proof againſt thy Anger: Elle, Why ſhould K- 
nan Befja's Buſineſs be rev ivd again, after it had been 
buried above theſe four Years ? I examine not what 
mighty Intereſt thou haſt, in that Oficer, that thau 
afreſh eſpouſeſt his old Quarrel, as if twere thy own. 
Thy Affairs are beſt known to thyſelf. But let me 

tell thee, "twill not redound much to thy Credit to 
be found partial. 1 honour thee with all the Devoir 
that is due to a Minifter in thy Station, and with 
ſomething more, for the Eſteem a Man has for his 
Friend, is ſingular and beyond Ceremonies : But 
ſtill he owes ſome Regard to himſelf. Self-pre- 
ſervation is rooted in the Center of our Nature; 
and few will be knowingly complaiſant to their 
Ruin. I am puzzled what to think, or how to write, 
thy laſt Letter has put my into fuch a Hurly-burly. 
A Thouſand Imaginations, like Whirlwinds, tear up 

my molt ſolid Thoughts by the Roots. I'm in as wild 
a Condition at a Man in an Earthquake, leaping 
this Way and that Way, yet knows not where to hx 
his Foot in Safety, | 5s 


If 
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If I perſevere in calling thee Friend, perha 
thou will accule me of — If ts — 
my Stile, aad ſuppoſe thee under another Charac- 
ter, Ingratitude will be laid to my Charge. To vin · 
dicate my Actions, will be interpreted Obſtinacy; and 
to own myſelf in the Fault, will be counted Weak - 
neſs: Nay, all the World will call me Fool, in con- 
demning myſelf for Thiugs, whereaf I never was 
Guilty, What ſhall I do in this Caſe? I am na- 
turally Thoughtful and Melancholy. The Words 
that ſpring from Reſentment, cleave faſt to my 
Mind, and breed a Thouſand Inferences. My bu- 
ſy Apprehenſion extracts Menaces out of the moſt 
artificial Expreſſions. I look on myſelf as mark'd 
out for a Sacrifice one Time or other, The Vll 
of De//iny be done, early or late: T will not go out 
of my Road to avoid it: Sinceit is but ill Huſbandry 
of | ime, to boerrow it from the ineffable Joys © 
Paradiſe, to multiply a few Days or Years of a milE- 
rable Life on Earth. 

As for the Treaſurer, and the reſt of my Accuſers, 
let them know, that Iwill perſevere in doing my Du» 
ty to the Grand Seignior,, without warping to the 
Right - hand or to the Left, for Fear or Favour. 

Bur if my Private Agency in theſe Parts meets with. 
Rubs and Checks for Want of Money, let the Blame 
reſt on thoſe, whoſe Charge is to ſupply me with 
what is neceflary for a Man in my Station: For 
henceforward, Mahmut will not reproach'd no more 
for demanding his Penſion. 

Think not tis an eaſy Thing for a Man to be al- 
ways a Counterfeit, and never to have his Mind un- 
bent; to act two contrary Parts at the ſame Time, to 
be True and Falſe ; a Mw/u/man and Servant of the 
Grand Seionior in Reality; a Chriſtian and Subject of 
France in Appearance. My Soul is perpetually ſtrech- 
ed upon the Rack of watchful Thoughts, and buſy 
Invention, leit by my improvident Word or Deed, 
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my Dat ſhould fall off, and I appear in my na- 


Colours. 

"Tis but Reaſon, therefore, that whilſt this vaſt 
Solicitude tak s up all my Faculties, the Care of my 
Subſtance ſhould reſt on thoſe who employ me. Let 
not the Minifters of the Benign Porte be peeviſh at me 
without a Cauſe : For I imprecate, Serene Grandtec, 
That God would ſplit my Soul into Ten Thouſand im- 
mortal Splinters, if ever I betray my Truſt. But need- 
leſs Suſpicion would tempt a Man to Treachery. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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LETTER IX. 


To the Venerable Mufti. 


HE Pope has been ſick for a conſiderable Time 

and 'tis now ſtrongly reported, He is dead. 
They talk of the Expre/s that is come to the Chancel- 
lor of France, to certify him of it, and to conſult 
about the next Election. But this is not credited here, 
being only look'd upon as a Roman or Spaniſh Arti- 
fice, to ſound the Inclinations of this Court before- 
hand; that ſo they may be able to countermine the 
French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall really die. And 
tis not expected he ſhould live long, being of a great 
Age, and worn out with Cares and Sickneſs. 

Tis certain he has made his Vill, wherein two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury, founded 
by his Predeceſſors, to ſerve the Church in its extreme 
Neceſſities. But tis a Thouſand to One, if ſome fu- 
ture Pontiff, ſucceeding in that Chair, do not, in his 
unerring Judgment, interpret his own perſonal Oc- 
caſions, or thoſe of his Nephews, to be the * 
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Neceflities of the Church; and then, all this huge 
Maſs of Wealth is entirely gone. | 

He has likewiſe bequeath'd large Legacies to his 
Siſter-in-law, whom they call Donna Olympia, and to 
others of his Relations and Creatures. And 'tis thought 
this Lady will more than doubly pay herſelf, having 
the Management of all his Aﬀairs. Indeed, durin 
his Reign, it may be ſaid, the whole Roman Church, 
was govern'd by a Woman: For this Prelate would 
never do any Thing without her Advice. 

She was born of an obſcure Family, but is a high 
Spirit, ambitious of Rule, and a Perſon of great Abi- 
lities : Extremely covetous and ſubtle ; turning and 
winding all Events to her own Profit. All Prefer- 
ments were at her Diſpoſal : She ſold Bifopricks, Ab- 
bies, and other Ecclifiaſtical Dignities, at her own 
Rates, and to whom ſhe pleas'd. In fine, Whoſoever 
had any Buſineſs with the Pope, made their Addreſſes 
to her. By which Means ſhe has heap'd together a 
prodigious Treafure, and is eſteem'd the richeſt Lady 
in Europe. "Tis thought, ſhe would have fold even 
the Pope, and Rome itſelf, the Capital Seat of the 
Chriſtian Empire, rather than refus d a proportionate: 
Offer of Gold, could ſhe have met with a Chapman 
to her Mind. This would have been a Merchandiſe 
fit for the Grand Seignior, were it not referv'd as a 
* for the victorious Arms deſtin d to conquer all 

hings. 

The French ſeem mightily concern'd for the Tra- 
2 acted in Poland by the Muſcovites. "Tis af- 

rm'd, That they have taken the Town of Yitebſko 
by Storm (putting Men, Women and Childern to 
the Sword) with divers other Cities, and Places of 
Strength: And that they have laid in Aſhes all the 
Towns and Villages round about Sa] fo that 
there is Nothing to be ſeen but Ruin and Deſolation, 
for above an Hundred Miles round that City; which 
alſo is now cloſely W by the Forces of „ 

: 
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If theſe Northern Infidels go on, and make ſuch 
bloody Work where they come, they will in a 
ſhort Time, over run and diſ- people all Europe. But 
tis to be hoped the Tartars, who are lately enter'd 
into a League with Po/axd, will put a Stop to the. 
cruel Victories of the Muſcowites, and chaſtiſe the 
Treaſon of the C:/acks, who join with them contrary 
to their Faith given to the King of Peland. | 

They ſay, Four Grandes of Tartary are arrived as 
Hoſtages at * and as many Lords of Poland, 
are ſent on the ſame Errand to the Court of the Cham; 
who, as a farther Evidence of his Integrity, has re- 
leas'd all the Po/:4 Captives in his Dominions, and 
ſent the Ambaſſadors of the Co/acks home, without 
their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his irreconcile- 
able Indignation at their Infidelity. 2 

In the mean while, Iam extremely afflicted to hear 
of our continual Loſſes by Sea. They ſay here, that 
above Six Thouſand Muſſulmant were killed in the 
late Fight in the Helleſpent; and that we have loft 
Sixteen Gallies, beſides Ships of War. That Element 
one would conclude, is fatal to the Ottoman Empire. 
Neither have we had much better Succeſs by Land 
this Campaign. Yet Chuſacin, the Vizir Azem, and 
General in Candia, has perform'd very Heroick 
Things. To ſpeak impartially, and give due Ho- 
nour to our Enemies, the Malieſes, Venetians, and 
French, have not been wanting in any Point of Bra- 
very. Which alſo redeunds to the greater Henour 
of the Mu/u/mars, in that they drew their Sword 
againſt: the Flower of Chrificndem, and not againſt 
Oxwls and Pigmics. Surh are the Per/ians, when we 
encounter em; for either they dare not endure the 
Luftre, and ftand the Brunt of our Invincible Arms ; 
or if they do, they ſink under the firſt Shock. 

When I name theſe Hereticks, I ſpit on the Ground 
in Deteſtation of their Errors : For they are worſe 
than the Zindicks and Giaſfers. I have more * 

or 
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for a Chriſtian or a Few, than I have for theſe Ver- 
min of the Land. In fine, I wiſh they were extir- 

ted from the Earth ; and that they may after this 

ife, be either metamorphos'd into Hogs, which 
Creature thou knoweſt, is an Abmination to all good 
Men and Angels, (and they already reſemble. it in 
their Uncleanneſs) or elſe that they may become the 
Aſſes of the Jeaus in Hell, to carry their Burthens for 
a. Thouſand Ages. | 

Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 

of the Year 1654. 


LETTER X. 


To Peſteli-Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Scignior's Cuſtoms, 


H E God of our Fathers grant thee as much Joy 
every Minute of thy Life, as I feel at, his In- 
fant. Wilt thou know the Occaſion of this unuſual 
Tranſport? I hardly believe myſelf, when I tell-thee- 
of an Adventure, the moſt ſurprizing that ever hap- 
to me ſince my Arrival in this City. And per- 
thou wilt think I romance in relating it: But aſ- 
ſure thyſelf, that of a Truth Oucamiche our Mother is 
at this Time in Paris, with our Couſin Hu | 
May. a Thouſand ſoft Paſſions. thrill thy Heart, 
when thou readeſt this News, as they did mine, 
when at my Chamber Door, I firſt ſaw, and knew 
the Face of her that bare me, after I had given her 
over for Dead long ago; for I had heard no Tidings: 
of her theſe eleven Years. Good GO D] ſe ſtrange 
and unexpected a Sight, had almoſt diſmantled: my 
Senſes, thoſe Out-works of the Soul. For a whi 
I ſtoed ſtill, afſtoniſh'd and: trembling with Ecitakie. 
I was not preſently fatisfy'd, Whether I beheld a 
C6 Mortai 
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Mortal, or the Ghoſt of one: For they ſay, theſe ap- 
pear in the ſame Forms as they bore when alive. 
either Age nor Travel, with all other Anfirmities 
and Croſſes of Human Life, had fo alter d her Com- 
12 but that I eaſily diſcern'd manifeſt Features, 
ineaments, and. Air of my Mother. I conclude 
therefore, it muſt be She, or her Apparition, if there 
be any ſuch Things. | 

Theſe were my firſt Thoughts, in that Walking 
Trance: But her Voice and Addreſs ſoon put me 
ont of Doubt; when impatient to ſ{:e me ſtand like 
on 'Thunder-ſtruck, ſhe ran to me with open Arms, 
and Tears of Joy in her Eyes, crying out with a 
Tone and Affection peculiar to Women, Art thou 
alive, my Son Mahmut? Do theſe Eye ſee thee, or am 
din a Dream? 

For my Part, I was as much upon the Rapture as 
ſhe, and bardly knew how to depert myſelf, or what 
to ſay or do. Yet the Fear I was in, leſt ſome body 
in the Houſe ſhould over-hear us, and make ill Con- 
ſequences of this paſſionate Interveiw, taught me a 


Loeſſon of Moderation and Prudence. Wherefore I 
beckon d her to ſuppreſs her Paſſions, and converſe 


by Signs, as the Cuftom is at the Myflerious Porte. 
Thoſe ſilent Expreſſions of our mutual Love, Joy, and 
Admiration, were not leſs ſignificant, becauſe not 
cloth'd in Words. Thou knoweſt there's Eloquence 
—_ in this mute Language. And I was jealous. 
of Words, leſt ſome inquiſitive Soul might underſtand 
us, thought we convers'd in Arabick. | 


After our firſt Emdearments and Tenderneſles were 


over, in which my Couſin Jef alſo had his Share, 
(for we were all reciprocally over-joyed to ſee one- 
another in this Neſt of I»fide/s} I began to conſult 
the Safety of us all Three, in providing convenient 
Lodgings for my Mother and Kinſman. ' In order 
to this, we e a Viſit to Eliachim the Few, who 


entertain d us at a Banquet, after the Faſluon of the 


af. 
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Faſt. We advis d with the honeſt Hebrew, about 
our Affairs, I having made frequent and ſufficient 
Proof of his Fidelity and Friendſhip. In fine, He 
took them both into his Houſe, under the Notions of 
Greeks, his Acquaintance ; judging this the ſecureſt 
Way prevent any Diſcovery, or even the leaſt Suſ- 
picion of our Circumftances. They have continued 
there theſe five Days, and their Character has not been. 
queſtion'd by any. I viſit em —2 and we paſs away 
many Hours in recounting the different Adventures of 
our Lives, in diſcourfing of our Friends in Arabia, 
Greece, and other Parts of the World, and in concert- 
ing the beſt Methods to ſerve one another, till Death. 
ſhall divide us from ourſelves, as well as from our 
Friends, and rank us in the Liſt of Iwiſib/e Beings,. 
whoſe State and Quality we know not. | 
Well, but all this while, I believe thou art impeti-- 
ent to know what Motive ef their ewn, or Turn of 
Fortune, drove them into ſo remote a Region as France, 
a Country inhabited by none but Adels: Shall I tell 
thee in a Word? Twas Love, on her Part, and the 
Deſire of Novelty, on his. 
Our Coufin Wear from his Childhood, felt power- 
ful Inclinatiens to Travel: Which encreas'd with bis 
Years, and were much heighten'd by his Converſe 
with Greeks, Armenians, Franks, and ſome Muſſulmans 
at Conflantinople, who had ſeen many Foreign Coun- 
tries both in the Eaft and Yep. | 
The Relatiens they made of the Curioſities t 
had ſeen, and of their own Adventures, fir'd his 
youthful Bloed, and he form'd a Reſolution to de- 
part with the firſt Convenience from Conſtantinaple, 
and viſit all the Regions in the World, if his Life and 
Health would hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, 
that he furvey'd the greateſt Part of A: Since 
which he ſet forth again; and having finiſhed his 
Travels in that Quarter of the World, he bent his 
Courſe for Africkt ; where he viſited Egypt, A 
' 0 arysy 
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bary, the Empire of Morocco and Fez ; with that of 
the Ethiopians, and many other Regions under the 
Tarrid Zone, too tedious for me at this Time to men- 
tion particularly, becauſe I write in Haſte. Hereafter. 
I ſhall give thee a more particular an Acccount of his 
Obſervations, c. Wherein thou wilt find, that n 
has not altogether loſt his Time. 

At length, having fatisfy'd himſelf with whatſoever 
he rota. worthy to be ſeen and known in that, 
Southern Trad, he parted from Fez with a Deſign. to 
ſee Europe. Some. Bills of Exchange caus'd him to 
to take Grand Caire in his Way, where he encounter d 
my Mother. She perceiving, that he would take 
Skipping directly for France, reſolv'd to lay hold on 
ſo faveurable an Opportunity of ſeeing me once more 
before ſhe died. Wherefore, imparting her Deſign to 
him, {uf offer d her his utmoſt Service, And ha- 
ing ſettled her Affairs at Caire, and pack'd up her 
Money, Jewels, and other Neceſſaries, they took the 
Road of Scanderoon, where they ſoon arriv'd ; and 

utting themſelves into the Habit of Greeks, I/ouf al- 
Þ ſpeaking pretty well that Language, and Lin- 

a Franca, they bargain'd with che Maſter of a Veſ- 
el then lying in the Harbour, and hound for Mar- 
ſeilles, He took them on Board, under the Pro- 
tection and Favour of Heaven, they arriv'd ſafe at 
Marſeilles, and are now in this City. | 
Yet amidſt all the Pleaſure I conceive in the Pre- 
ſence of ſo near a Relation as a Mother, I am 
not without ſome Qualms of Fear, left ſome un- 
fortunate Occurrence ſhould diſcover her to be no 
Chriflian : For then, the Iſſue might prove dangerous 
both to her and me. = | 
As for Jouf, he deſigns to tarry no longer in 
Paris, than to inform himſelf of what is moſt re- 
markable in this City, and to ſatisfy the other Ends 
of a Traveller. From hence, after he has viſited the 


chieſeſt Cities in France, he talks of Travelling 
» into 
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into Flanders, Holland, Germany, Swedeland, and 
the other Kingdoms of Europe. But for Spain or 
Portugal he has no Thoughts ; either out of Fear of 
the Inquifition, which is very ſevere in thoſe Coun- 
tries; or out of an Averſion to thoſe People, who 
expell'd the Moors, of which. he relates very Tragi- 
cal Stories, which they told him duripg his Reſidence 
at Morocco and Fx. In a Word, He gives this Cha- 
racter of a Spaniard, That he is a Mungrel, between 
a Ma and a Devil. He likes the Company of the 
French, in regard they converſe with.a natural and 
unreſery'd Freedom, which becomes them very well. 
But he has ſpoke with none but Travellers yet, who 
have been otherwiſe employed, than in Studying 
the artificial Diſguiſe of Courtiers. If he ſojourns 
the Space of Three Moons in this ms. ug be will 
find ſome of the French as affected in their Way, as 
other People: He will encounter with a new Sort of 
Frenchmen in every Province. For France 1s a mere 
Gallimaufry, made up of the Fragments and Remnants 
of other Nations. 'They differ alſo in their Language, 
as well as in their Manners, one from another. So 
that the Inhabitants of Gaſceigne and Bretagne can 
hardly be underſtood by thoſe of Paris and Blois, with 
the adjadent Parts. The Wefern People are not cu- 
rious in preſerving the Dialect of their Fathers, but 
every Age introduces a Change in their Speech : Nei- 
ther are they diligent in retaining their Genealogies : 
Whereas in the 14 thou knoweſt, the Languages 
remain uncorrupted, the ſame now as they were TW O 
Thouſand Years ago, or from the Confufron of Babel. 
The ſame Care we Arabian: have, of our Tribe; and 
Families. 
Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt the Two en- 
clos'd, and ſhalt ſee the very Hand-writing of the 
dear Oucomiche, and uf our Kinſman, let thy Heart 
be like the Valley of Admeim, fragrant as a Grove of 
| Spices þ 
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Spices : For then thy Eyes will convino thee, that 
what I write is Truth. 


Paris, 22d of the 11th Moon 
of the Year 1654. 


— ce, 
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Er TEA XL 
Tos Adonai, a Jew, Priſoner in the Tower 
Tn of Nona, at Rome. 


HIS comes to thee by the Hand of a truſty 
Friend: Give entire Credence o his Inſtru- 
ctions. To ſay, I'm ſorry to hear of thy Misfortune 
would but faintly expreſs my Paſſion : Tis not eaſily 
deſcrib'd in Words : I am as melancholy as an Ante- 
e, when the Suns in ConjunQion with Saturn. 
his is a ſad Sort of a Beaſt, that will neither eat,, 
drink, nor ſleep ; during that dull Aſpect. 
In God's Name, How cam ſt thou to be ſo free with 
thy Tongue among the Romans ? Or, what tempted. 
thee to meddle with their Religion and Laws ? Was 
it not enough, that Thou, and all the Jesus in that 
City, had Liberty to frequent your Synagogues, and 
there Curſe the Chriſtians in antiquated Hebrew? Muſt 
you needs rail at them in plain 7a/ian too? And 
that over your Cups, when Men ought to be good- 
natur d to all the World? Of what Import is it to 
you, Whether they be Laolaters or no, fo long as 
they give you leave to Adore One God, Creator of the 
Werld ? Or, what ſignifies it, if they are guilty of 
Ten Thouſand Injuſlices and Follies among them- 
ſelves, whilſt you live quietly under their Protection 
and Government? Adonai, 1 am aſham'd of the Im- 
morality of thoſe of thy Nation. I bluſh for your 
Ingratitude, Pride; and Malice. Surely, if the Na- 
xarenes did really believe what they mo oy 
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would ſacrifice you all to the G of their M:/ias, 
whom they ſay you Crucify'd. They would not 
leave a Few living in Chriftendom, but do their ut- 
moſt to exterminate you from the Earth. I ſpeak 
not this as my Wiſh ; but only to upbraid your im- 
pertinence and Vanity, in thus fooliſhly provokin 
thoſe, with whoſe Permiſſion it is, that you hve 
enjoy the Elements, 

The Prophet Moſes, your Laxw-giver, left you ano- 
ther Rule, a Leſſon of Civility, when he ſaid, 77 
ſhall not Blaſpheme the Gods of the People. Had thou 
and thy Companions obey'd this Precept, ye might 
have been at Liberty: But, tis bad falling into the 
Hands of the Inquifition. However, Iam glad to 
hear, that you are not tranſported to the Caſtle of 
St. Angelo; that would have been a Tragical Re- 
move at this Juncture. But now, as I'm inform'd, 
not one of you is in Danger: For they ſay, That 
all the Priſoners in Rome, are by Cuſtom Releaſed, 
upon the Death of the Pope, except thoſe who are 
in that fatal Fortreſi. And *tis generally ſuppoſed, - 
the good old Caliph is no long-liv'd Man. For they 
never us'd to remove the Priſoners defign'd for Death, 
till the Phyſicians are paſtall Hopes of the Hely Fa- 
ther's Life. | 
However, in regard there is no Certainty in Hu- 
man Affairs, but a perpetual Change and Circula- 
tion of Events; leſt ſome unhappy Turn of Fortune 
ſhould either now continue the Reſtraint, or here- 
after bereave thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here 
enclos'd, a Receipt of a Chymical Liquor, which may 
be of ſome Service to thee in the ftrongeſt Priſon on 
Earth. "Twas reveal'd to me by my Mother, who 
learn'd it of an Egyptian Artiſt at Caire. Deſpiſe it 
not, becauſe it comes from a Woman's Hand : For I 
have made an Experiment of it, and find it effectual. 
"Twill render Iron as brittle as Glaſs. Tis more 
powerful than the Water of the River Styx, which 

ne 
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no. Veſſel could hold, but the Hoof of a Mule. Aſter 
an Hour's Application, thou may'ſt make the thickeſt - 
Bars, Chains, and Bolts, fly in a T'noufand Pieces, as 
if they were made of Porcelain. 

Thou wilt not wonder. at this, when thou con- 
fidereſt the innumerable ſtrange Inbentions of Men 
prying into the Secrets of Nature, and fortunate in 
their Searches. Above all, Chymiftry has brought to 
Light the greateſt Prodigies of Art and Knowledge. 
This myſterious Science, was the peculiar Boaſt of 
the primitive Æg ypti ans, from whence all other Na- 
tions learn d it. And had not Moſes himſelf been in- 
ſtructed form his Youth in all the Learning of Eg ypt, 
perhaps he would have been at a Loſs, when he Cal- 
ein d the Co/den Calf, and gave the Duſt-to the / 
raelites, to be mix d in their Drink, as the only Ex- 
piation of their Ielatry. Doubtleſs, this Secret, 
among others, was tranſmitted down to thoſe Times, 
from Philemon the Good Prieſt, who was in the Num- 
ber of them, who eſcap'd the Flood in Noah's Ark, 
and whoſe Grandſon Maſar, was the firſt King ut 
Eg 275 after the Deluge. | 

hil:mon, the better to eſtabliſh the State of his 
Offspring, reveal'd to them may hidden Things: 
taught them the Hrerog/yphicks of the Dgebel Pharan,. 
or the Pyramids, with all the Myſteries of the Ta- 
liſmans, and the Chymical Preparations ef Monca- 
tam; the forcible Waters and Eilences, Powders and 
other Ingredients, by which they made Marble as pli-- 
able as Wax'or Clay. Theſe Things he had learn'd. 
of thoſe who periſh'd\in the Flood: He retain'd the 
Wiſdem of the Ancients, his Coevals and Predeceſſors: 
leaving the Rudiments of ſo profound a Knowledge 
to his Poſterity, as an invaluable Treaſure, of which 


they could never be robb'd. Thus Science became 
Hereditary to the Coptites, who bear that Name from. 
Coptim, the Son of Maſar, the Firſt King of Egypt, 
ſince the Rainbow appear d in the Clouds. And 

FEED was 
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twas from one of that Race, my Mother learn d that 
admirable Secre. ar 

Truſt not ta Words, but try the Experiment. The 
Receipt will give thee. all neceſſary Directions: YetT 
counſel thee not to be big with it, like him, who, 
kaving found out the Art of making Glaſs malleable, 
or fit to be beat by the Hammer into any Shape or 
Figure, as the Silverſmiths work their Metal, muſt 
needs go and diſcover his Seeret to the Prince, expect- 
ing a great Reward : When on the contrary, he ioſt 
his Head on the Spot; the Prince thinking it great 
Injuſtice, that ſa. many Thouſand People as got their 
Bread by making of common Glaſſes, ſhould be all 
ruin'd, to promote one Man's Profit and Advantage. 

In fine, Uſe this Secret to fave thy ſelf, or the 

Cauſe thou aft engaged in: But truſt it not to ano- 
ther, unleſs. on the {ame equal Terms as I commit it 
to thee, wherein the greater Hazard is thine in di- 
vulging it. | | 


Paris, 15th of tbe i Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


HET TER XII 


Fo Mchemet, once an Eunuch Page in 
the Seraglio, but new an Exile in 
Egypt, at Grand Caire. 


HEN I firſt heard of thy Baniſhment from 

the Imperial Palace and City, think not that 

J was fad, or entertain'd the uſual Sentiments of a 
Friend, on ſuch Occaſions. No, I tell thee on the 
contrary, I rejoic'd (yet not with the joy of an 
Egemy) at that ſceming Msifortune, as i it 
| I 
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has deliver d thee _ 4 real Var, in 75 5 . 
ing to my Preſages, all the Attendants of th reſs, 

pt Wes 9 — ſoon after involv'd. FA 

I bou artoblig'd to Bacchus, for that fortunate Ca- 
lamity ; which, tho it for a while eclipſe thy Honour, 
yet was the only Means to ſave thy Life. 

When I formerly ſent thee an Account of my Im- 
priſonment here, and how I was regal'd by my Keep- 
er at a Banguet of Wine ; when in that Letter I 

lay'd the Advocate for the Juice of the Grape, I 
little thought that thou would' ſt ever make an Ex- 
periment of that Bug-bear Liquor. Though I know 
'tis common, even in the Serag/io, to drink Wine 
rivately, and chace away Melancholy, the conſtant 
Familiar of Reſtraint and Servitude, with generous 
Compotations. | To 
I am no Stranger to the counterfeit Sickneſs of 
thoſe, who, for the Sake of this ſtollen Mirth, put 
themſelves into the [-firmary, that they may there ca- 
rouſe with Freedom, and drink Healths to the Grand 
Seignior, without Suſpicion.” ; 

Were it not for the conyenient Situation of that 

Apartment. and the Favour of the Bofangi's, no 
Vine could find Admittance into the Scraglio, fave 
what is for the Grand Seignivr's Uſe But now his 
Slaves drink it as merrily as 2 And I am not ſo 
that thou art one of the Number. Tis a groundl 
e to refuſe the Gift of Divine Liberality; 
and deny ourſelves the Uſe of that Plant, which was 

made to chear the Hearts of Mo tali. Nay, our 

Holy Traditions themſelves, and all our Doctors tacitly 

own, That the Vine is allowable, and that it was 

fav'd among the reſt of the Vegetables, by Noah 

in the Art: And that Holy Prophet curs'd the Devil 

for ſtealing it away. Perhaps the Story will not be 
unpleaſant to thee. - 

hen GOD commanded Neah, with his Compani- 

ons, to deſcend out of the 4k in Peace, they _ 

| m 
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them Houſes, and began to exerciſe Hy/bandry: They 
ſow'd Cern, and the Seed of other Vegetables : They 
planted alſo all Sorts of Trees? but when came 
to look for the Vine it could not be found. Then it 
was told Noah by the Angel, that the Deus had ftellen 
it away, as having ſome Right to it. Wherefore, 
Noah cited the Devil to appear before the Angel, in 
the Name of GOD, to anſwer his Theft. The Au- 
gel gave Judgment, That the Vine ſhould be divided 
\ $65. 5600/06 into th ee Parts, whereof the Devil ſhould 
have Tavo, and Noah One ; to which both Parties con- 
ſented : Whereby it is evident, that Man has ſome 
Share in the Juice of the Grape. For this was the 
Deciſion of Gabriel, that when Two Third: of the 
Liquor of this Fruit was evaporated away in boil- 
ing over the Fire, the Remainder ſhould be lawful 
for Noah and his Pofterity to drink. And thou know- 
: eſt, we Muſſulmans generally obey this Law in pre- 
paring our Wire. 

Let the Dewil therefore, in the Name of GOD, 
have his Share in this tempting Fruit, and then there 
can be no Injuſtice in enjoying our own Part. For 
when that which inebriates, is ſeparated by Fire from 
the reſt, this Liquor becomes pure, holy, and bleſſed. 
This is the Sentence of the Ancients, the immediate 
Auditors of the M-//eznger of GOD, as is to be ſeen 
in the Manuſcripts they left behind em; which, tho 
they are rare and difficult to be met with, yet ſuch 
as diligently ſeek Wiſdom ſhall not loſe their Labour. 
Abu 3 Eb'n Mahumet, has taken great Pains to 
collect the Memoirs of Antiquity He was a learned 
Doctor among my Country men of the Houſe of Su/pha 
(may he reſt under the Umbrell/a's of Paradiſe.) From 
him I had this Relation. | 
But tell me, my dear Mchemet, if thou knoweſt, 

Hew cam'ſt thou to be the only Man that had the 
gocd Fortune to be ſentenc'd to. this happy Diſgrace? 
Or, if thou art ignorant, I will tell thee, For it ow 
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the teſt of the Company in that Night's Revel were 
diſcover'd as well as thou, yet eſcap'd all Cenſure. It 
looks, as if they were deſignedly reſerv'd for Victims, 
to-a more inexorable Revenge. And the Event juſti- 
nes this Conjecture; fince within the Circuit of the 
Moon, not only they, but all the ſurviving Creatures 
of the Sultans Kr5/em, were ftrangled. . 
Therefore again I pronounce thee happy, and dou- 
bly ble(s'd in being an Exile, ſince thereby thou haſt 
eſcap'd the Hands of the Eæecuſioner, und art now li- 
ving in Egyyt; the moſt fortunate Region on Earth. 
Aſcribe this to thy prepitious Deſtiny, and to the Fa- 
vour of Sah man Hlir Aga; who foreſeeing the 
Slaughter that would be made of that old Queen's 
Servants, took tkis Opportunity to accuſe” thee to 
the Grand Szignior ; that ſo he might ſave thy Life: 
For 'twas at his Interceſſion, thou wert baniſh'd in- 
to this happy Province, which is call'd the Nur/z of 
all Nations. Improve thy Exile to the beſt Advan- 
tage, and from this Nurſe, ſuck the Milt of Science 
with which ſhe has formerly nouriſh'd the whole 
Earth. Be grateful alſo to thy Deliverer,; for he is 
a truſty Friend, and unchangeable, where he once 
places his Affection. He had a particular Kindneſs 
For thee, From him I received the News of thy 
Eſcape; for that is the proper Name of thy Baniſh- 
ment. Pour forth devout Oraiſons for his Health and 
Happineſs, ſince thou art in a Land, where the Pr ay- 
ers of Muſſulmans are as effectually heard, at ſome 
particular Places, as if they were uttered at the Tomy 
of the Prophet. 

I counſel thee to viſit the Priſon of 7oſeph, which is 
in the Dungeon of the Ca/ile of Caire. This is a 
Place of great Devotion among the Faithful, and has 
been ſo in all Ages, ſince the Death of that Patriarch. 
Maſes the Prophet, of them tis ſaid, that he died in 
the Embraces of God, made his Prayers in this Place 
and ſo did Aaron his Brother, when they ine" 

| 0 


Vol. V. @ Sev PARIS. 4 
theſe Miracles in Egypt. Jeſus the Son of Mary viſit- 
ed this Place, both He and his Mother (on whom ate 
center'd the Smiles of the Creator +) They there ue 
form'd their Devotions, when they fled from the Per- 
ſecution of Herod. So did the Prophets and V 
as many as were in Egypt, with all Trae Believers. 
Nay, ſome of the I»fde/s themſelves having heard of 
the Renown of this Sanctuary, made their Addreſſes 
te Heaven there, in Time of great Diſtreſs. For 
here Prayers are infallibly heard, eſpecially if they be 
ſaid after the Sun has travers'd the Meridius; when 
the wicked Demon are afleep, who walk abroad till 
Noon, doing all the Mifchief they can. 

My Friend; When I think of the Negien where 
thou art, I can hardly forbear envyivg thee. "Tis a 
Land of Prodigies and Miracles. It is the Support of 
Men, and the Granaty of the World : Thoſe who in- 
habit it, are full of Complacency and Joy; and thoſe 
who abandon it, burn with a perpetual Deſire to return. 
Its Rivers are clear, and the Waters ſweet and rich as 
Wine ; the Eye of GOD is ou it, who cauſes the 
Nile to flow at its accuſtom'd Scan; whence the 
Land is made fertile, beyond all the Provinces on 
Earth: This Neis one of the Rivers which God cau- 
ſed to deſcend from the Sprizgs of Paradiſe, on the 
Wings of Gabriel; and has hid the Place of its De- 

ſcent among the inacceſſible Heighths of Mountains. 

There are many ſtrange Things related of the Land 
of 4lphiom, and how it was firit manur'd b Joſeph, 
being before his Time but a Fen or Mar. The Story 
alſo of Hager, the Mother of all the J/machktes, is not 
unpleaſant; thou wilt find it in the Chronicles of 
Fs ypt : For ſhe was an Ey yptian, of the Family of the 
Coptites ; and was beſtowed on Sarah, the Wife of 
our Father Brabim, by Charoba, the King of Eg ns 
Daughter, After ſhe was diſmiſs'd from her Lady, 
ſhe travell'd to Mecca; from whence they fent a Diſ- 
fateb to the King of Egypt, to acquaint him * 
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ber Affairs, and with the Birth of her Son 1/mae/, im- 
Ploring his Aſſiſtance, in regard ſhe was in a Land 
ren of all Things. Then the Ning of Egypt caus'd 
a2 Canal to be cut from the Nile, at the Foot of the 
Eaftern Mountains of Egypt, to the Red Sea; and 
ſent Veſſels, laden with Corn, Fruits and all Manner 
of neoeſſary Proviſions, to Hagar. 
I thou addreſſeſt to the Feet of the Doctors, the 
venerable Prelates of Ci ire, they will ſoon inform thee 
of more ſtrange Things than theſe. It is a noble Ex- 
erciſe, to contemplate the Kingdoms of the Heavens, 
and the Earth ; to ſearch into the Wonders and Pro- 
digies ; to trace Footſteps of the antient Nations, an 
the Traditions which know no Origin. 

Mehemet, I am an Exile as well as thou: Let us 
continue onr former Friendſhip in this State, and do 
one another all the Good Offices we can. As fbr the 
Misfortunes of Human Life, let us bear them with 
an equal Mind; for they will ſoon have an End, as 
well as we ourſelves. | 

May God, who in the Time of Gog and Magog took 
up from the Earth the Great Alcoran, and the 
Sheets of Science; the Black Stone, and the Shrine of 
Moſes, with the Five Rivers, have thee in his Holy 
Protection and Cuſtody, at the Hour of Evil, and at 
all Times. 

Paris, zöth of the 1ft Moon, 

of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER XIII. 


To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


T HOU may'ſ report it to the Divan for a cer- 
| tain Truth, That the Chief Mufti of the Chri- 
flians is dead: Which puts all the Courts in Europe up- 
on new Strains of Policy, | Ho 
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Ile was call'd Ianacent X. after his Aſſumption to 
the Papacy : For his true Name was Pampbilio. 
. But: ſome ſay it as been a Cuſtom: for the Pcpes to 
change their Names, ever ſince a certain Prieſ was 
lifted to that ng. which was call'd Bocca de Porco. 
or Hog's Face. , aſham'd of this ignominious 
Name, as ſoon as he fate in the Chair of Peter, aſ- 
ſum'd the Name of Sergius. Yet all his. Szccefſors 
have not obſerv'd that Rule. | | 
TFheſe Popes have an Authority greater than our 
printipal Mufti : For they are obey'd by Kings and 
Emperors 3 and being eſteem'd little leſs than God's 
on Earth, they are ſolemnly ador'd on the Day of 
their Coronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre- 
- Jates, and Foreign Ambaſſe dars at that Time in Rome. 
And for that End they are {cated on the Altar, which 
the Nazarenes call the Tabernacle and Habitation of 
their GOD. Tt 
If I miſtake not in my Obſervation, Theſe. Roman 
- Caliphs aſpire at a Sovereignty over all Kings and 
Princes: They would make that which they call the 
| 8 a- ſuperlative independent Monarchy to 
which all the Governments in the World ſhould pay 
| Homage, and be ſubject. 
This puts me in mind of a certain Preacher at Na- 
ples, who ſome Years ago, when Adonai the Jeu was 
in that City, and happen's to be preſent in the Chirch, 
having made a very elaborate Speech to perſuade 
the People that the Prizffs were ſuperior to Kings ; 
at length he broke out 1ato this —— Exclama- 
tion: O ye Princes of Chriſtendom, ye are Pharoahs, 
and ave Prieſls are your Gods. O ye Pharoah's obey 
' your Gods. You can only command the Creature, bur 
we make the Creator himſelf come down on the Al- 
tars, at our Pleaſure. This Relation I had from the 
Jeu, in his Travels through [taly. And it is aſſerted 
by ſome of their Doctors, That the Pope has ang 4 
Poder to excommunicate 17 greateſt Prince - t - | 
ar 
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Earth, but alſo to full a Saint out of Paradiſe, and 
fend him to Hell. | 
If they could perſuade the Nazarene Princes and 
People to believe they have ſuch an Exorbitant Power, 
perhaps in Time they may reduce them to as blind 
a Superſlition as the Ancient Kings of Egypt were 
guilty of, who were ſo beſotted to their Prigſfi, 
that when he whom they call'd the Carter, or Mafter 
of the Cæliſtial Influences, commanded the King to 
kill himſelf, fot that it was the Will of Heaven; the 
r bigotted Monarch durſt not diſpute the Order he 
drecerv'd, but in ſimple Obedience became his own 
Murtherer. | 
Thoſe Egyptian Preiſts indeed were Maſters of 
great Science, profound Aftrologer:, excellent Mathe- 
maticiens, and perfectly fxill'd in the Secrets of Na- 
' rural Magick. They perform'd Things tranſcending 
the more common and ebvious W of Nature : 
By which ic was eaſy to ſtrike Terror into the 
Hearts of ignorant Mortals. But as for the Naza- 
rene Prieſts, all that they can boaſt of is, That they 
have read the Hifories of former Times, and are 
able to diſcourſe in Philiſaphy, and other Sciences, 
without having the Power to work any Prodigics : 
Unleſs thou wilt count it one, to keep ſa many 
warlike Nations in ſervile Awe of their Authority, 
with the bare Pretence of turning a Piece of Bread 
into a God. | | 
Yet for all this, there are many peor Pre/ates, and 
other Feclefiafticks, who are inveſted with empty 
Titles, having little or no Rewvenzes : Among which 
the Poverty {ome is ſo remarkable as to _ 
a Proverb. Thus, 'tis common in the Mouths of the 
' Romans to ſay, The Pope's Mule fares better than the 
Biſhop of Orvietto. | oY 
IIſaſtrious Baſſa, live thou in the Faith of a 
| Muſſulmar, and the Favour of the Grand Signior ; 
| : | -'-,- . of 
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for in thav State thou may ſt deſpiſe the greateſt of 
theſe Fcclgſiaſticꝭ Infidels. vs R. 
Paris, 13th of the 2d M.on, 

of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Believe the Secretary of the Nazarene Affairs 
takes me to be a Congurer, and thinks that I can 
divine all the Changes and Alterations that hap- 
pen at the Porte; or that I have ſome magical Glais, 
which repreſents to me the continued Series of remote 
Events, with all the Tranſactions of the Imperia! 
Court, Camp and City: Or elſe he would not be fo 
late in his Diſpatches, and fend me ſuch imperfect 
News. I'm fore d many Times to addreſs my Letters 
by Gueſs ; not knowing whether the Perſon-to whom 
1 write to be in the ſame Station he was a while ago; or 
whether he be among the Living. or the Dead; Whe- 
ther I ſhould direct my Diſpatches to Conflantinople, 
or to the EH Shades. | 
My Intelligence of the Mu//a/man Affairs is many 
Times more owing to the French Merchants who 
trade to the Levant ; or to the Expreſſes which come 
from Ambaſſadors reſiding at Cort antinople, than to that 
Secretary, whoſe Care it ought to be, that I ſhould 
be timely inform'd of whatever happens in the O/man 
re. + 
Surely Ki/ur Dramelec has ſome Deſign upon me, 
in being always thus tardy and negligent. - I ſcarce 
hear from him once in half a Vear; whereas he is 
commanded by his Superiors, as well as mine, to 
write to me every Moon And then he ſends me 
ſuch a lame Aecount = Things, ſuch R 
| Ad 2 | | 
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and Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Comment, 

to make em intelligihle. 
About Four Years ago I modeſtly tax d him with 
this Neglect, when I had reaſon to do it in my own 
Vindication to Minezem Aluph, Baſſa. But Kijur 
heard of it, and was very angry. He ſent me a Letter 
full of Invectives, which I aniwer'd with a Kind of 
Indifference, mixing Railley with my Juſter Reſent- 
ments. How that-work*d on him I know not; but 
his Reſervedneſs ever fince, makes me conclude he 
' ſtudies Revenge; and that he takes this Method to 
*accomp!iſh' it, by keeping me as much in Igno- 
rance, as he dares, of the Changes and other import- 
ant Occurrences at the my/ferious. Porte, He knows 
it would be a Crime little leſs than Capital, not .to 
-writeto me at all. Such a wilful Contumacy would 
fraight proclaim. him a/Trayter ; ſince, among the 
other Inſtructions which were given him with his 
- Commiſtion, this Charge was none of the leaft, 
- That he ſnhould lend 1 to all the 
_ «Grand Seignoir's Agenti, Whether publick or private, 
in the Courts of Nazarene: Princes. He is ſeſinble, 
that ſuch a manifeſt Contempt of Supreme, Authority, 
would abſolutely ruin him. Therefore he goes more 
ſubtilly to work; for he writes, indeed, but very 
ſeldom: And then, with cunning Artifices, either 
quite conceals, or at leaſt diſguiſes the moſt, conſidera- 
ble Tranſactions, only filling up his Letters with 
trifling Stories, and impertinent Relations, nothing 
to my Purpoſe Thinking by this Means to bring 
upon me the Diſpleaſure of the Grandes, through 
the Miſtake I may commit for Want of better Adver- 

tiſement. enn eee enn 3 » 4 
Be it how it will, I am ſtrangely at a Loſs ſome 
times what to think, or how to. write to my Supe- 
© #iors, or what Sort of Conduct I ſhould uſe in this 
Place. amidſt ſo many various Reports as are conti- 
nually ſpread Abroad in Europe, concerning 
| airs 
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fairs of the Seraglio, the ſinging City, and other Parts 
of this Ottoman Empires Whilſt this K/ar ſtill de- 
lays to aſcertain me of any Thing. 
I have been wholly a Stranger, till within theſe 
few Days to the Fate of the Captain Baſſa, who" 
was ſtrangled about a Year ago, for his Cowardiſe 
and ill Conduct againſt the Yenetians. Neither knew 
I any Thing of the Adventure ant Flight of his Sons. 
I was equally ignorant of the Succeſſion of the Baya . 
of Buda in this important Command ; and of many : | 
other Changes both by Sea and Lane 
So at preſent here are a Thouſand Rumours ſtir- 
ring about one Thing or other in the Zaff, Some 
ſay, that Chaſein Baſſa is ſtrangled, and that the 
Captain Boſſa is made Vizir Azem in his ſtead. O- 
thers report, That this Fi Mtaifter was only de- 
py from that fupreme Dignity, the Seals being ta- 
en from him; but that, nevertheleſs, he ſtill eonti- 
nues to be General to the Sultan's Forces in Candia. 
A third Sort affirms, That he intended to turn Chriſi - 
an, holding a ſecret Correſpondence with the Pa- 
triarch of Jeruſalem, by whoſe means, and a general 
Revolt of the Greeks, Armenians, and other Chrifti- 
ans, under the Grand Scigmor's Juriſdigtion, he ſought. 
7 betray the Ottcman Blood, and exalt himſelf to the 
gre” <7. 99:04 Ms rl 4 „ 
| am not willing to belfeve, that ſuch monſtrous 
Perfidy could enter in:o the Heart of that illuſtrious 
Hero; yet know no: how to contradict it, for Want 
of true Advice. — Toy 
It is reported alſo, That Sigi, Capello, the Venc- 
tian Bailo, or R.fident at the Hapy Horte, has kill'd 
himſelf with a FPonyard ; being driven to Deſpair 
by his long Confinement, and the cruel Uſage he had 
receiv'd from the Mu/u/m-n5s GOD knows whether 
it be true or no. It would be much to my Satisfaftion 
to have a particular Account of all theſe Things, and 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice. For 
| 9 how 
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how can I diſcharge my Truſt, whilſt I am thus kept 
in the Dark ? beer ay 

l hey talk here of a violent P that rages in 
Mu/ceuy, and that above ⁊co, oo People have died of 
it in the City of Moſcow only, beſides Millions that 
have been ſwept away in the Provinces of that vaſt 
Empire. Thoſe that really know not ther ſelwes, nor 
are acquainted -with their own Nature, will yet pre- 
tend to penetrate into the Councils of the Omnipotent, 
and pronounce this as a Judgment on the Mauſcewites, 
for the Cruelties they have committed in Poland, 
Doubtleſs, the Methods of Fate are Iuſcrutable. 

In the mean while, we are plagued here with a 
Crew of Fagabond:, whom they call CA, or Eg p- 
tians : For they pretend to be deſcended from that 
Hace. They ſwarm up and down the Country like 
Catesfillars, devouring the Fruits of the Earth. They 
boaſt of a profound Skill in Palmiſiry, Plyſiagnomy, 
and other Sciences, cheating People of their _— 4 
under the Notion of telling them their Fortunes. No 
Body knows from whence they come, or whether they 
go; for they are as uncertain as the Wind; a naſt 
Generation, and the very burthen of the Land. If 
any Creatures be oblig d to them, tis the Mice and 
Rats, with whom they ſeem to be in League: For 
they kill aud eat all Cars they ſeize on. "ay 
Illaſtrious Minifer, I pray Heawen defend thee from 
all Sorts of Plagues and Vermin, but eſpecially from 
Monſters in Human Shafe. . 


Patris, /26th of the 2d Maca, 
| wo the Veer 1655. | 
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LETTER XV. 
To the ſame. 


8 am alive, theſe Gypfies have enchanted me: 

I cannot put em out of my Mind. And per- 
haps it will neither be impertinent nor troubleſome to 
give thee a farther Information of them. 

There are ſeveral Opinions concerning the Origi- 
nal of theſe Vagrants, and they have thought 
worthy to be inſerted into Hifforics. Some fay, they 
came out of Tartary or Sqtbia, and that they firſt 
a ed in theſe Parts about the Vear 1417, of the 

briftians Hegira. At which Time they enter d into 
Saxony in Troops, having the Paſſport of Sigi/mond, 
King of Hungaria, and the Son of Charles IV. They 
had alſo the Recommendations of divers other Prin- 
ces, who look'd upon them as holy Perſons, or Prophets. 
For they pretended that they were commanded by 

OD to travel over the whole Earth, and not to 

ve either Houſes or Lands in their own Poſſeſ- 
fion : And that this was enjoin'd 'em as a Penance 
to expiate the Sins of the Ancefiors ; who inhabit- 
ing Egypt in the Days of Z:/us, the Son of Mary, the 
Chriſtian Me/as, refus'd to entertain that Holy Pre- 
pbet and his Mother, when they fled from the Perſe- 
cution of Herod. 

Others are of Opinion, that they came firſt out 
of Perfia, and are of the Race of thoſe who adore 
the Fire: Being forc'd, once in Seven Years, o 
make De:imations of their Prop/e, and ſend away 
many Carewvan!, to ſeek ti eir Fortune in Foreign 
Countries, Per//a not being able to ſullain their nu- 
merous Progeny. | 

A third Sort affirms, That they are the Poftcrity of 
the Ten Jeaviſb Tribes that were carried away Cap- 

tives by Salm. ut King of Hria. No Body 

D 4 knows 
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knows for certain what they are, or from. whence. 
They are of ſwarthy Complexions, wrapt up in Man- 
tles of Cotton or Wool. They ſpeak ſeven Languages ; 
profeſs three Sciences; obey one King or General, 
who always Travels witth 'em. The Indian call em 
_ Cingari, from the Word in their — — ſig⸗ 

niſies a Kind of Water-Fow!, that hath no certain 


Neſt, but is forc'd every Night to ſeek a new. Lodg- 
ing : For ſo theſe Cypſies rove from Place to Place. 


The Germans call them Zin „from the Words 
Zindel, which is in the —— Appellative of tbe 


— 


King of theſe Ramblers ; as Pharoah was of old 


among the Fg 1ptians, and Cæſar among. the Ramans. 
In many Things they reſemble the Tor/akins and Fa- 
quirs of the Eaft'; boaſting of extraordinary Illumi- 
nations, and a conſtant Familiarity. with God: Tho' 


„ 


{ome learned Men among the Nazarenes eſteem em 


no better than a Crew of Cheats and Hy pocrites: 


Even as tney do theſe Oriental Santone : who oF | 


ſay, under the Maſque of an uncommon Holin 
commit a Thouſand Villan'es. Py 


GOD beſt knows what Judgment is to be made 
either of the one or the ober. But theſe Egyftiant, 
as they call them, whether they are really ſuch or 


no, have no great Marks of Sanity, in that they are 
very unclean. They ſeldom or never waſh them 


ſelves, but like the Swine, wallow in all Manner of 


Filthineſs, eating prohibited Meats, and having their 
Women in common, which are the two Sources of all 


Impurity. +. 

As to the Faguirs of the E-ft, they are ſtrict Ob- 
ſcrvers of the Law of Abſtinence and Cleannels ; 
whether they be My/ulmans, or the Gentiles of India: 
And if in other Matters they may be found faulty, 
"tis very rare: And then they exceed not the  Cha- 
racter of Humanity, which thou knowiſt is by Natere 
prone to Error, and ſubje& to a 'Thoafand Frailties 
and Overfights. We are all Men, and GOD does not 
expe 
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expect our Sonduct to be that of Angels. His Re- 
poſe is in bimſelf; and if he takes any Complacency 
u the Things of the World, tis in beholding every 
Thing according to its Nature.” The exquiſite Form 
and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or Pifmire, 
with the inimitable Architecture of the two former, 
and the admirable Providence of the latter, may, for 
aught we know, afford him as much Delight as the 
moſt celebrated Beauty 
fofmances of Men For hie ower and Wiſdom are 
equally manifeſt in all Things. Every Creature 4s 
rfe& in its Kind, only a aufe Man is a Blot in the 
mrvotrſe. bit 1990 0} i egit e T1947 298% 
Wouldſt thou know what the Weftern Nazarene: 
are moſt buſy about at this Time ? Tis the El/e&ior of 
a hew Pop- He is to be choſen by the Cillzpe of Car- 
dinals, Who are Princes'of the Roman Church. T 
are all ſhut up in a Place which they call the Conclave. 
This is a certain Gallery in the Palate of the Vatican 
at Nome; where every Carainui has his Cell, or _ 
ment by himfelf having only two Servants to attend 
him. The Conclave is ſurrounded by the Roman Mi- 
Titia, to prevent all Intercourſe 'by rs or others 
Ways, between thoſe without, and thoſe within. The 
very Diſhes which are ſerv'd"up at the Tables of the 
Cardinal are narrowly ſearch'd;leſt any Letters ſhould 
be convey d in them! The laſt Poſts from None, af- 
ſure us, That there were no leſs than 66 Cardinals 
thus ſhut up, when they left that City. And there 
they muſt remain Night and Day, without talæing the 
freſh Air, or ſeeing any Body, till they have agreed 
in their Election. There are two Phyſician, a Sirgeon, 
and an Apothecary ſhut up with em to ſerve” em in 
Caſe of Sickneſs. | | 
One of the Conclave is the Cardinal de Netæ, 

who eſcaped out of his Priſon in this Ki»gdom, and 
fled to Rome for Protection. For whence he ſent 
a Letter to the * and other Prelates of 


5 = France ; 


Strength, Stience, and Per- on 


i 
| 
ö 
ö 


$8, LsT1tzs Hrit by Vol. V. 
France, which being pronounced a Seditions - Libel 
againſt the Kin =. the Government, was, in the 
End of the laſt Moon, burnt publickly by the King's 

Order, and all Copies of it 1 
The King as alſo ſent private Inſtructions to the 
Cardinals of his Party at Rome, to keep a ſtrict 
Watch on the Conduct of de Retz, and to oppoſe 
him in all Things. Tue a 2 
- Here is nothing but Cabaliong and eng 
8 | 


theſe nfidels: They are at Stratagem, an 
know better how to undermine one another, than to 
Face their Enemies in the open Field: Which is a 
Character more ſuitable to Women than Men. 
Whereas thou knoweſt, our Heroes in the Eaſ know 
no other Way to Honour, Victory, and Empire, 
than by downright Bravery and Reſolution, ſub- 
ing all Things by the Force of their Arms. But 
.GOD; when Le divided the Nations of the Earth, 
and ſeparated the Sons of Noah, aflign'd to every one 
a diffexent Con/ſte/lation, according to whoſe Influence 
the Genius of each People is diſpoſed. They all obey 
the Dictates of their particular Stars, and the Orders 
of Eternal Deſtiny. a 125 5 | 
- | "Therefore, Sage Minifter, ſince Mars is the Planet 
of the Sons of nagel, and the 4/cendant of the 
Ottoman Empire, there is no need that we ſhould turn 
 Apoſtates from the Star of our bettter Fortune, to 
court the Glances of Mercury, who is only the Guar- 
Lian of Knawes and Cheats. | 


© Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
ble Year 1655. | 
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LETTER I. 


7 Cara Hali, Phyſician fo the Grand 
| Signior. 


Ormerly I could have writ to thee with as 
much Freedom as I could to Egri Bain, 
(on whom reſt the Favours of GOD,) or as I 

| can now to Degnet Ogloa, to my Brother 
| al 25 Hali, ot to any of my familiar Friends. But 
_ when I conſider the eminent Station thou poſſeſſeſt 
in that the Health and Life of the Mighty Emperor 
is now committed to thy Skill and Care, I am many 
times at a Stand how to addreſs myſelf, Methinks 
thou art tinctured with the Majezffy of that Per- 
age, Whoſe Hand thou fo often haſt the Honour to 
touch, when required to diſcover by the Beating of 
his Pu//e, the interior Maladies which afflict his 
Royal Soul, Vet I know thou ſtill retaineſt thy Hu- 
D 6 | - manity 
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manity, and will nat .deſpiſe thoſe whom thqu haſt 
once thought worthy of Friendſhip. 40 
Suffer me then io converſe with a Philoſephick 
Freedom, that is, an Addreſs void of Formalities and 
Reſerves. * 2 1 
I know it is of no Import, whether Mahmut be 
ſick or well, provided the Grand Seignior be ſerv'd. 
What ſignifys the Ilanguiſhing Pains or more acute 
Agonies of a Slave, fo long as he is able to carry 
on his Mafter's Intereſt? We are not born for our 
ſelves only, but by the very Condition of our Nature, 
are obliged to conſecrate our Lives to the Service 
of athers. is a reciprocal Debt, from which no 
Mortal is free. Every Mans owes ſomething to his 
Relations, more to his. Friends, but moſt of all to 
the Publick. *I* 4" | 5-8 
_ Therefore I make no Complaints of my Lot, nor 
murmur at the Will of Deſtiny. I accuſe not the Sas 
of my Nativity, nor tax them with unkindly Aſpects: 
But am contented with my Fortune, be it good or 
bad, und reſign d to the Pleaſure of Heawen. 
As Nature has fram'd my Body infirm and weak, 
ſubject to a Thouſand Maladies; ſo is my Mind alſo 
haraſs' d with Diſtempers which have no Number. 
But above all I labour under a Kind of Intellectual 
Fever, a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, which all 
the Books and Converſe in the World cannot ſatisfy. 
. There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples. Every 
Thing appears to me as ambiguous as the Ax/wwers of 
5 Oracle: Nay, I am a perfect Kiddle ta 
loell me, dear Hall, how I ſhould cure this Drop/y 
of the Mind, and 1 will not trouble thee with the 
inconſiderable Diſeaſes of my Body). I have high 
Opinion of you Phyficians And ſhall put more 
Confidence in thy Advice than in the So/7a of the 
Mufti. - Conceal not thy Art from Mahawt, who 
- admires thee with a Reſpect equal to that which” he 
| pays 
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pays to the Memoirs of Awicen," 4" Raza, Helal, 


and the reſt of thoſe excellent Rhyficiaus, mentioned 
in our Arabian Hiftaries. | | 
And now theſe Ornaments of aur Nation are come 
into my Mind, permit them to divert me from ſaying 
or thinking any more of myſelf at preſent : For it 
will be better to turn the Diſcourſe to ſuch Illuſtriqus 
Themes. At work, it will be but an innocent Di- 


which are very. delightful. Perbaps 


© ls dat Bier abate dds Loa 
win ome Puligeo whe ball. Perbapa 


thou haſt ſeen the ſame. Yet 'twill do thee no Hurt, 
to call them again to thy R re 
I have in a certain Manuſcript, pen d by Ihra- 


him the Son of Helab, a renown'd Phyſician at Bag- 
dat, this Memoir of his Father. On a certain Day, 
* ſays he, that my Father had adminſter d Phy- 
fick to the Emperar Tuzan, for. which he was pre- 
* ſented with a Royal V, rewarded with Five 
« Thouſand . Piaftres, and by the ZEmperar's Com- 
mand was carried through the Streets in State, I 
obſerv d that he was penfive amidſt all thoſe Ho- 
4 nours, and troubled in Mind, when I he 
* had great Reaſon to rejoice : Therefore 1 ſaid 
to him, My Father, How comes it to paſt, that you 
are thus dejefted at a 7 5 4 
5s to ſet di gold in 4 * : 

— He that dis Sled theſe Honours on me is. a 
Fool, and does Things prepoſterouſly, without Rea- 
fon, and therefore I cannot rejoice at theſe untimely 
Favours be has fſhewed me, being Jenfeble they are 
wot the Effet of his Judgment, but of bis Agnarance. 
gave him a Cathartick Potion, . which wworted ſo 
ſtrongly with him, that it excoriated his\Bowels, and 
| W forth Blood. So that I d, fare d to uſe a 
different Method, both to remove bis Di „ and 
ftop the violent Flux. In the mean while, be igno- 
rently believing, That the aiding of ſo much Blood, 

| Ne- 
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procur d him the preſent Eaſe and Health be feels, 
therefore ordered e le, to be done me Ly 
thou ſeeft. Now that which: ſaddens me is my Fear, 
tft fome Time or other, he may through his Jgnorance 
commit as great an Error on the contrary Side, and ſuf- 
pect᷑ that I have done him an Injury, when there is no 
| Ground for it, and ſo put me to Death. * © | 
Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phyfician Rea- 
ſon for his Behaviour and Words ? He was a Man of 
great Abilities, and accompliſh'd with divers Sciences, 
| 3 Eſteem with the Princes and Nebles of 
It were worthy thy Pains to ſe vent! 
the Life of Awicen, written Be ene 
- thou wilt behold the Methods he us'd to acquire a 
profound Skill in the Sciences: How he” was at firſt 
| puzzled in the Metaphy/icks, and was almoſt driven 
- to Deſpair, till a Dream unfolded to him whatſo- 
ever was difficult. When he was at a Loſs in any 
Diſquiſition, he us d to frequent the Moſques, and 
pour forth devout and frequent Oraiſons to the Source 
of Intelleftual Light, till the Thing was manifeſted 
to him. He ſate up late at Nights, having a Lamp 
5 ly burning in his Chamber, applying him- 
attentively to and Colinplation. This 
was his Courſe, till he was conſummate in all the 
1 which was in the Eighteenth Year of 
| But all the Phyficians whoſe Names adorn our 
Hiſtory, none ſeems comparable to Thabet Eb'n Abra- 
Bim, for his Skill in y indicating the Cauſes of 
à Diflemper, by the different Meaſures of the Pul/z. 
Aba Pharai, his Contemporary and Friend, writes 
thus of him ; On a certain Day, ſays he, when I was 
© with Thabet E' Abrahim of Harrain, in the Houſe 
f Abu Mohammed the Vizir, Mu Adalla Eno l 
| * Heyai the Poet being there alſo, reach d forth his 
4 Hand to Telit, deftig him to feel his * 
| ; 610 
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To whom the Phyfcian forthwith reply d, Thou 
haſt ui'd a groſs Diet, and been intemperate in ating 
four Milk with Veal. The other anſwering, That :# 
. + avas true, and all the Company admiring ; - Abu"t 
« Abbas the Afrologer alſo reach d forth his Hand. 
But when Thabet had felt his Pulſe, Then faid he, 
haſt committed an Exceſs in taking too much of cold 
Things ; fer, as I judge, thou haſt eaten about Eleven 
Pomegranates. Immediately 4b! Abbas cried out, 
This is a Prophet certainly, and more than a Phy- 
fician, for he ſpeaks the Truth to 4 Niue. Every 
Body was aſtoniſh'd at his wondrous Knowledge, 
and more than all the reſt. Wherefore when | had 
« him alene, I ſaid, My dear Thabet, The Study 
of Phyfick is common to us both ; therefore hide no- 
thing from me, but diſcover freely by what Art you 
were able to tell, that the Poet cat four Milk with 
Feal, and not as with Beef or Mutton ; and that 
' the Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs than Eleven Pome- 
 granates. He anſwered, My Mind ſuggeſted this to 
me, and prompted my Tongue to utter it, * Then I 
* deſired him to ſkew me the Scheme of his Nativity: 
which he did at his own Houſe. And conſidering 
it attentively, I obſerv'd, that the Planet Jupiter 
was Lora o 1 Then faid I to him, 
Tis this ſpeaks, my dear Friend, not you, fo often as 
| Jou make theſe fortunate Conjetures, Thus far 4, 
arai. = 

GOD knows whether the Star, have any fuch Au- 
exce on Men in their Birth, or no. I am not v 
eredulous in this Point. Nor can the Authority of 
the Ancients, or the Character of the Peas and 
Chaldean Magi captivate my Mind in an implicit 
Faith ef Things ſo Hable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends they 
are created ? Yet I muſt own, that ſome Men ſeem 
to be born with inherent Faculties, which others 
6 


ment, "we 
* ne made in Logic, feel. Afrivion 
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To. Afis, Baſſa, 


know not Whether thou wilt praiſe. or. condemn . 
the Sentence, which the Elea. of . Saxony. =. 
nounced not long ago.on. a poor Fellow for killing a, 
Deer. Yet, becaule there is ſomthing very * 9 
in it, I will relate the whole Paſſage, as I receiy'd it, 
from Nathan Ben Saddi, the Few at Hens. 
In the- Moon of Chouwal, a certain Citizen at Ni- 
emberg was accuſed before the Elector, for hunting 
in his Foreſt, and killing one of his Deer. The Duke, 


in a Rage, commanded him to be ſet upon a Stag, 


his, Hands chain d. to the Horns, and his Feet under 


the Belly of the Beaſt ; ordering t the Szag with, = 


#73 


this Burthern, ſhould. be let loo{e, to run whither he 
would. The poor frightned Stag, not being accu- 
ſtom' d to ſuch a Load, and terrified with the ailing, 
of the Chains, ran away full. Speed over Hills and 
Dales, through I hickets or Briars and Thorns, ne- 
ver ſtoppinz till he had meaſur d above Three and 
Thirty German Leagues; and then tir d with ſo vaſt 
a Race, he fell down. At which Inſtant, a Caravan, 
was coming by that Place out of He. | 

The poor Wretch on the Back of the Steg, almoſt, 
dead with the Pains he had undergone, in. 19 conti- 
nued and violent 2 Motion, being alſo ſorely bruis'd. 
and his Fleſh torn and mangled by the Boughs of 
Trees, as the Stag ruſhed through thick, Woods 
cry'd aloud to the Caravan, begging. that ſome of 
them would in Mercy diſpatch him out of his Tor- 
ments. But they, either for fear of the Dales Diſ- 
pleaſure, or for other Reaſons, refus'd him this Kind- 

neſs. So that after the Stag had reſted a while, and 
recover d new Spirits, he began a freſh n 
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and never ceas'd running till he arrived at a certain 
Menaftery or Convent of Religious, where he beat 
againſt the Gate with his Horns, till ſome of the 
Derwiſes open d it, and let him in. They aſtoniſh- 
ed to ſee a Man thus pinion'd to a Stag, his Face, 
Arms, Legs, and all his Body covered with Blood, 
and himſelf ready to expire, immediately brought 
him Cordials and other Refreſhments, whilſt ſome 
were imploy'd in looſing his Chains. But being in- 
form'd by his own Mouth how he came into this 
Condition, they to think of turning him looſe 
again, for fear of the Duke's Anger. However ſuf- 
fering themſelves to be overcome be the Importunit 
of the miſerable Man, and relying on their Feel. 
aſlict Privileges, (for here in the Ve the Convent. 
are generally allowed San4uarics for all Sorts of Of- 
fenders) they took him into their Protection: But ke 
* that Night. 

t is hard to determine, whether the Duke, or thefe 
Deræiſes were in the Right or Wrong: The French, 
who of late have by a Faſhion learn d to grow ob- 
durate, juſtify the Proceedings of their Prince; ſay- 
ing, That Pity is a Paſſion fit only for Women, Chil» 
dren and Fools. They eſteem it a Mark of a great 
Spirit, a Man capable of Empire, not to be moved 
with the Sighs or Tears of the Miſerable ; but to 
frown or laugh at the Misfortunes of others. U his, 
they ſay, is the only Method to barden Men for 
War, Conqueſt and Plunder; where the Victors are 
to cut the Way to Honour and Riches through the 
Hearts of the Vanquiſhed, to quench the ardent Thirſt 
of Glory with human Bloed, and to celebrate their 
Triumphs only in the midft of horrid Mailacres and 
F 2 | 4 

"Tis true, theſe Principles and Actions are-aliow- 
able in Men cf the Sword, when they fight the Pat- 
tles of their King and Country in Heat of Blood. But 
Clemency and Compaſſion, are Virtues — 


the greateſt Prince, or moſt valiant General, when 
their Enemies are reduced, by the Fortune of War 
to kiſs the Duſt of their Feet, and beg for Mercy: 
Or, when in 1 ime of Peace, their Subjects fall into a 
Crime which may admit Indulgence. Certainly theſe 
Wiftern Infid:l; have wrong Notions of Humanity, 
in aſſerting, That Cruelty is either a Sign of a noble 
Nature, or a Step to true Happineſs : Since the moſt 
hard-hearted Tyrant, one Time or other, will have 
need of Compaſſion himſelf : Eſpecially in Sickneſs, 
and the Agonies of of Death, which perhaps por 
more tormenting, to him, than to the Merciful and 
Generous. It is recorded of A Hyai Eb Hoßba m, 
a famous Arabian Captain, that when in a Malignant 
Fever, he call'd for Water to drink, and it was de- 
ny'd him by the Phyſicians who had the Care of his 
ealth : I is enough ({aid he) Rueno'ddaula, once 

Lieutentant, to whom I forgave three Treaſons, and uv 
died a Natural Death, has refreſh'd me at this Minute 
with a Liguor unknown : Sure lit the Wine of Para- 
4;/e. And from that Moment he began to recover 
his Health, after which he lived many Years, of- 
ten rehearſing this Paſſage among his familiar Friends, 
to his. lalt Day. 3 ! 

But the Zyjidels are either ignorant of theſe Exam- 
ples, or if they know em, Pride will not ſuffer em 
to learn Morali:y and Juſtice. They are deſtined, 
the greateſt Part, to be incredulcus to the Day of 
Judgment. How many Prophets has GOD ſent into 
all Nations, to teach them the right Way, and not the 
Way of ſuch with whom he is diſpleas'd ! Yet they 
will not be converted: They look on the Apoftles 
and Miſſengers of the Eternal, with the Eyes of 
Sabine; they grunt under the Burthen of their Sen- 
ſuality, and like thoſe filthy Animals return to their 
Mire again. Vet, that Superlatively Merciful, winks 
at their Frailties, ard viſits them with his Graces eve- 
ry Morning. But they put their Fingers in 5 — 
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Ears, and turn away in Diſdain, as from a Beggar. 
They reje& the King of all Things, as a Fugitive aud 
Vagabond on Earth, 
tom that delectable Eence, the Odour of whoſe 
Sweetneſs is diffuſed through the Elements, and re- 
freſhes the Minds of the True Faithful, let us by con- 
tinual Devotion and Vertue attract Divine Tinctures, 
till our Hearts be all transform id i into Incenſe, and in 
this aromatick Pile, our Souls expire like the Phaniæ, 
to revive again in the Joys of Paradi iſe, in Amours 
which know no End. | 9 32957 
Paris, Sth. of the 5th Moos, | 
9 eo 
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LETTER II. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 


1 Wonder at Nothing: much leſs at the extravagant 
Caprices of Hrante. Methinks there appears no 
Novelty in modern Tranſactions: They are but a Re- 
petition of ancient Practices, under new Forms. Of 
all the Events of this Age, not one has come to my 
Knowledge which gives me a Surprize: Vet I muſt 
confeſs, there is ſomething very ſingular in the Puniſh- 
ment the Duke of Saxony inflicted, as thy Letter tells 
me, on the poor Deer: ſtealer. And, if it be juſt to put 
a Man to Death on ſuch an Account, as the Indians 
hold, the Duke ſeems very ingenious and accurate, in 
the Choice he made of an Fxecutioner. 
I he ancient Romans had a Law which they call d 
Lex Tahens ; which in all Criminal Caſes appointed 
the Puniſhment to be in ſame Circumflances ade- 
2 to the Fault. And thou know'ſt Meſer your 
w-giver left much the ſame Stetules: Requiring 

tue Lols of the Eye of him, WhO had put „ 

n's 
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7 and pro tiouably of other Fo But 
2 Prince ſeems to have made a Supplement, where 
s — 11 and has ſhew'd a moſt 
expe iceneſs venge in the Deſtiny of the 
rtunate font, to — a Stag to be, in ſo 
El a Manner, the Inſtrument of his Death, who 
illainouſly murder d one of the ſame Species: 
P it was a Princely Freak of Juflice; And 
ad it been done purely to acne. the Bood of the 
N d Beaſt, and not in Vindication of his own 
Bi t, I could not forbear to pronounce it a Fro- | 
worthy of a Zero. But he himſelf is frequently 
—_ of the ſame Kind of Murther, as are moſt of 
the Great Men in Euripe; whoſe Tables are no other 
than the Alrars of Glutrony, Imoaking with Fleſh and 
Blood, whilſt Hecatambs of Animals are there ſacri- 
- fices -o voracious Appetites, the Iaoli of theſe Vefern 
Peo | 
Methinks therefore, it had been more generous 
and becoming a 2 to E on the poor Fellow a 
 Theſh which perha 7 was the only Method he had to 
preſecye 17 Fan his Family from ſtarving : And, 
2 now, he had as much Right, according 
to 2 Law of Nature, to kill a Stag, as the Owner 
has. But there is no Talk to be make of Right or 
Wrong, where Power over- rules all. 
_ - India, is at preſent the only publick Theatre of 
Jullice towards all living Creatures. There it is a 
Capital Crime to ſhed the Blood of any Animal, and 
. puniſh'd with Death no leſs than the Murther of a 
| Fran. 'The Princes and Nobles inc incloſe Deer, 
and other innocent Creatures in Parks, not with a 
- Defign to prey upon them at their 1 9 but to 
defend them from the Violence of others ; whilſt 
thoſe happy Animals range and feed where they 
pleaſe {£6 thoſe, Pales free from Peril, and ne- 
ver fearing any other Death, fave that whey pay to 


Nature, 
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Nature, when they have ſpun out the accuſtomed 
Term of their Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for a 
like Purpoſe; and are at great Charge every Year 
to redeem a certain Number of Oxen and Cows from 
Slaughter: For they eſteem it a barbarous and inhu- 
man Cruelty to murder thoſe Creatures which are the 
Nurſes of our Life. 5 | 

1 he Law of Mo/cs, If I miſtake not, obliges all of 
thy Nation to certain ſpecific Tenderneſſes toward the 
dumb Animals. And Fea the Prophet, a Man of 
no obſcure Extract, but of a noted Race among the 
Hebrews, ſays, He that killeth an Ox, 11 as if be ſlew 
a Man; and he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he 
bekeaded a Dog. And in another Place, the ſame 
Prophet ſays, in the Perſon of GOD, To what Pur- 
Poſe is the Multitude of yeur Sacrifices to me J am of- 
ended with the Smoke of your Burnt-offerings, and 
 nauſuated nwith the Smell of broiled Fat. Itate ma 
| Delight in the Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats, Who 
hath required theſe Things at your Hands ? Bring no 
more vain Oblations, which my Soul hateth. 

By thoſe Expreſſions, one would think the Pro- 
het brings in GOD, denying that ever he command- 
ed any ſuch Sacrifice, or Shedding of Blood, and 
_ proteſting againſt it as an Abomination. Where 
then is the Reputation of theſe Writings which go 

under the Name of Mzc/es For in them theſe 
bloody Victims are expreſly enjoin'd ; GOD cannot 
be contradictory to himſelf. Doubtleſs, a great Part 
of the true Law which GOD gave to Meſes was loſt 
in the former Captivities of your Nation, when your 
Cities and Provinces were quite diſpeopled, your Fa- 
_ thers Jed away by the Victorious Monarchs of the 

Eaſt, and your choieſt Meairs aboliſned. So that 
What remains now, is only a Collection of Fragments 
patch d up by Eſaras, and other induſtrious §cribes, 
to which they gave the ſpecious Title of the Law of 
, that fo they might faſten the wavering — 
; * »® P — 
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ple in Obedience to ſomething, though of their own 
deviſing. | 8 
Nathan, I do not go about to ſeduce thee ; examine 
all Things. Believe neither me nor thy own Rab6i's, 
but truſt only thy Reaſon, which will ſtand by thee at 
the Day of Jugament, when all Things elſe thall fail. 


Paris, Sth of the 5th Moon, 
of the Near 1655, 


r th _ — — I — 


LETTER IV. 
Po Dgcbe Nafir, Baſſa. 
HESE Naxzareves, like Followers of the Pro- 


het, are divided into innumerable Sec; and 


ſo tis A all Religions; Men cannot think alike; Na- 
ure itſelf delights in Variety. G OD has diverfify'd 
the Faculties of our Souls, as he has the Conftitutions 
of our Bodies, The Zealot is ſubject to Choler, the 
Bigot to Melancholy, the Libertine is of a ſanguine 
Complexion; and as for the reſt, they are but ſo 
many walking, ſpeaking Lumps of Ph/egm. This is 
the Phyfical Diviſion of Martals ; under which are 
comprehended the various 7 _ which reſult 
from the different Mixture of theſe Four Radicaf 
, Principles. And for this we muſt thank Galen and 
Hippocrates. 
ut, if we conſult the A/rologers, they will aſ- 
ſign as many different Humours and Complexions as 
there be Stars in the Heavens, at leaſt, as there be 
 Conflellations. "They'll tell ye of the Bull and the 


Bear, and God knows what heavenly Stories. The 


Dragon ſhall ſpit Venom on one Man's Natiwvzty, 
out of his Mouth; and give another a poiſonous Lick 
wich his Tail. If we believe all they ſay, there is 
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not an Herb in the Field but has its particular Star, 
whoſe Influence cauſes it to grow and proſper ; rg 
""Mojes tells us, that the Pegetables appear'd on the 
Earth, even before the Stars themiſelves had their Ex- 
iſtence in the Heuwen. 
But, Whether there be any Truth in Aſtrology, or 
no, this is certain, That Men differ in their Senti - 
ments of Religion, as they do in their Faces. The 
 Phyfiognomy of Faith is infinitely various. One Man 
believes in Mo/es, another in Jeſus the Son of Mary, 
à third in Mabomet our Holy Law-giver. Then theſe 
are ſubdivided into innumerable Parties. The Fers 
have oy eminent Religiau Factions. There 
are number'd Seventy and One Se#s of Chriſtians, 
and Seventy Twͤo of Mu/ulmans. Theſe are all at 
odds about Words and the exterior Ceremonies ; 10 zea- 
lous for Charity and Peace, that they are in perpetual 
Wars for its' Sake, murthering one another in the Love 
of God: And ſuch ſtout Champions for the Truth, 
| that they ſcruple not to tell Ten I houſand Lies in its 
1 Defence. „ | | 
The Differences between the Greek and Armenian 
Nazarenes, the Neflorians and Facobites, with other 
Sed of the Ea, are not unknowu to the Miniſters 
of the Poxte, But perhaps thou art a Stranger to the 
new Schi/ars of the Weſt. 
"The moſt eminent Divfions of Chriſtendom at this 
Time, is into Catholick; and Proteftants, The former 
obey the Roman Mufti, and of an uninterrupt- 
ed Series of Caliphs from Peter the Vicar of the Meſi- 
as, down to the preſent Pope. The latter are the 
- Followers of Luther and Calvin, Men who pretend- 
ed to certain New Lights, and claim'd a Right 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Matters 
of Faith and Worſhip. © G O D beff knows who's in 
the Right or Wrong of theſe two Parties: But they 
have always been at Daggers-drawing in Defence 
of their ſeveral Tenets; Proſecuting and Mal- 
| ſacring 
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ſacring one another for Conſcience Sake. Both Sides 
ap as 14 the Vritten Law, to Apaflolical Traditions, 
to the Tefimony of the Ancients, the Decrees of Coun- 
cls, and the PraQice of thoſe whom they call the 
Primitive Church. Vet neither Part will allow the 
other a ſuſſicent Judgment to interpret thoſe M. mrs 
of Antiquity, nor an Authentick Power to decide 
Controverſies of this Nature. Thus their Diſputes 
are like to laſt till the fna/ Day of Deciſion, whem all 
Human Quarrels ſhall be determin'd before the Grand 
Tribunal. abs | 
In the mean Time, they take all Adyantages to ex- 
ecute their Spight und Malice on each other, under 
the Notion of Juſtice and Piety. We are daily alarm'd 
here witk Tragical Relations of horrid Murthers and 
Butcheries committed on the Proteſſants of Picamont 
and other Parts under the Duke of Savoy. Whilſt, 
ſome ſay, That all theſe Reports are falſe, and the 
Sufferings of thoſe People are, according to Law, the 
due Puniſhment of their R:be//i2us Aftions; | 
It is not in my Power to adjuſt their Differences; 
nor is it material to a M ul. Whieh of them has 
the Law on their Side. Yet if I were inclined to take 
any Part, it ſhould be that of the Oppreſſed. Cru- 
elty I abhor ; and our Holy Prophet has forbid Force 
to be us'd in Matters of Religion, fince the Conſci- 
ence is reſponſible to none but GOD. © 
May that GOD, from whoſe Unity have ſprung all 
the different Eſlences in the World, and all the Vari- 
ety in Nature, give us Grace to love the whole Crea- 
tion, and not no ſhed Blood, unleſs in the Sacred 
Combat... * | | 4 64-4225 


Paris, 13th o/ the 6th Moon, © bs 
of the Year 1655. 187; 4 p«- tae 
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L . 
7 William Voſpel, @ Recluſz of 
Auſtri 


uſtria. 


F Had concluded thee dead, till thy Letter certi- 

fy'd me to tke contrary, So long a Silence be- 
tween Friends, would put any Man upon the ſame 
Thoughts. Ten Years have ſlipt away between my 
laft to thee, and thy Anſwer, I hope thou doſt not 
meafure Time after the Rate of the Sean Sleepers. 
Perhaps thou haſt been enjoin'd a Ten Years Si- 
lence, and Abſtinence from all Manner of Conver- 
ſation, by the Suprrior of thy Convent. Such Seve- 
rities are not uncommon in Religions Societies, where 
the main Buſineſs is to acquire Perfechion. The 
Armenian Monaſieries are much more rigid, where, 
but for one extravagant Word, I have known a 
Man's Tongue lock'd up for the Space of two and 
twenty Years, under Pain of Excommunication ; and 
then releas d, only for the Sake of a moſt ſignificant 
Jeft put upon the Patricrch in mute Signs. Wit will 
find a Way to vent itſelf, though it be at the Finger's 
Ends. And for 7 2 I know, thou haſt oblig'd the 
Abbot to take off thy Cenſure by the like Method. 
'T here was Abundance of Satire in the Subſannation 
of the ancient Romans ; and no leſs Rhetorict in the 
Shrug and Grimace of the modern Talians. The 
| Mimicks of Scaramauchi are a perfect Lampoon, and 
Harlequin is Burleſque all over. 

Thou knew'ſt 1 aways entertain thee with one 
frivolous Diſcourſe or other, to divert thy Me- 
lancholy ; and thy own Letters give me Encou- 
ragement. 'They ſeem to be writ 'in a pleaſant 
Humour. But, tell me, Hage I gueſs'd right at 
the Cauſe of ſo tedious a Reſervedneſs, or no? 
Haſt thou been forc'd all this while to ſpeak _ 

| | | thy 
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thy Hand, Feet, Noſe, and the emphatic Motion of 
thy Head and Eye? If it were fo, I fancy thou 


wert excellent Company among thy grave phlegma - 


tick Brethern, and in a fair Way to underſtand the 
Language of the Beafts, who by 3 creep- 
ing, leaping, friſking their Tails, and other Poſ- 
tures, expreſs their various Paſſions, Deſires, and 
Neceſlities, as intelligibly to thoſe who are us'd to 
them, as we can do by the moſt elegant Addreſſes in 
Words. | | 
But to be ſerious: If for the Sake of Vertue this 
Penance be impos d on thee by him who preſides over 
thy Convent, or thou haſt voluntarily undertaken fo 
difficult a Part of Self denial on the Score of Philo- 
ophy or Religion, thou haſt approv'd thyſelf wiſe and 
brave in not flinching. A Coward in religious Mat- 
ters is as deſpicable as in the Engagements of the 


World. Tis bonourable to face Temptations, and 


come of with Victor. 

As for what thou deſireſt to know, concerning 
the Sepulchre of King Chi/ze: ic, it is efteem'd a Piece 
1 Antiquity, in regard he was a fourth Mo- 
narch of France. He reign'd over the Gaul or Franks 
in the Year 455 Severus being Emperor of Rome, 
Sreverinus an 
more'than three Years, he was depos'd, and baniſh'd 
by his Subjects, whilſt Egidius, a Roman, was 
crown'd in his ftead. Neither did this Man pleafe 


the People ſo well, but that after ſome Experience 


of his Profeſſion, Avarice, and other Vices, they 
expell'd him alſo, and recall'd their Lawful Sove- 
reign. For Æęidius had vex'd them with unreaſona- 
ble Taxes, fleecing them of many Millions, which 
he privately ſent out of the Kingdom, diſpoſing 
of this vaſt Treaſure at Rome, and among his 
Friends in other Parts, as a Support againſt fu- 
ture Contingencies : For he look'd for ſome Back- 
blows of Fate. „ therefore being reſtor d to 
2 his 


Degalaipbus, Conſuls. Yet in little 
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his Crown, enjoy d. it till his Death, which was in the 
Year 484. After whom ſucet eded in the Kingdom, 
Clodeu cu the Great, who was the firſt. French King 
that embrac'd Cbriſlianig. 
The Time when Chi/d:ric's Tomb was firſt diſco- 
ver d, was about two Years ago, when the Cathe- 
 dral of Toarnay wanted Reparation. For as the La- 
beurers were digging up the old Charzel-Houſe, they 
encounter'd a long Stone; which giving em ſome 
Fatigue, they broke in Pieces, and found under it 
the entire Ske/cton-of a Man, lying at length, with 
Abundance of Greek Medals of Gola, and ſome other 
Curioſities of the ſame Mal, among which was a 
Ring with this Motto : | 5 


$IGILLUM CHILDERICI REGLHS: 


All theſe Relichs were at firft poſſeſs d by the C- 
ons of that Church, where they. were found: Of 
whom they were begg'd by the Aral- Dube of Au- 
Aria, who has them in his Cuſtody. Therefore 
thoſe who told them they are in the King of 
Frances Hands were mil-inform'd themſelves, or 
deſign'd to abuſe thee, For this cannot be ſup- 
pos'd, during the preſent War between France and 
Spain : When they are more ready on beth Sides to 
plunder one another, than to grant Civilites of this 
obliging Nature. 402.0190 02 54, Ul 
I perceive, thou art grown a great Antiquary ; , 
and therefore in token of my Eſteem, I LR 
thee a Cabinet of ſuch-o/d Things as I have ſcrap'd 
together it my Travels, and during my Reſidence in 
this City. #4: * net , x 1 : F 
The Agates which you will find, in the- per- 
moi Drawer, may eaſily he dated by their 2 ny 
which are all after the Faſhion of Gentile. Rome. 


As ſor tl e Shells in the ſecond, I leave them to thy 


own Judgment; only this I will ſay, That they 
TR "MT are 
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are not common. The Third contains a Miſcellany 
of ſeveral Atiques.. The Kniyes were uſed by the an- 
tient Roman Prieſts in their Sacrifices. The Weights 
are at leaſt Twelve Hundred Years old, by the Parallels 
which J have ſeen in the King's Library. The Rings 
are alſo of the Parthi an Make : And the Arrow to 
which they are faſtened,” retains it Oriental Venom to 
this Hour; as thou wilt find, by trying it on any 
Animal that deſerves it. But after all, the lowermoſt 
Drawer contains nothing but Counter feits. For thoſe 
Medals are the Work of Parmezan, the fineſt Engra- 
ver in World, If thou knoweſt not his. Charac- 
ter; ['ll tell thee in a Word; he was famous for imi- 
tating ſo exactly the moſt antient Medals, that the 
Tranſcripts could not be diſcern'd by the moſt fkilfal 
2 from the Originals. 
ccept theſe with the ſame Good-will as I did, 
when they were preſented me, and tell me wherein 
elſe I can gratify thy Wiſhes. . 
You Mafticks are inſinitely happy in the Advan- 
tages of Retirement and Tranquility. Vou are 
free from the Cares which moleſt other Mortals, The 
Bell rings you to Prayers and to your Repaft. You 
have nothing elſe to regard, but your Contemplations 
and Studies, Many great Lights have: ſprung from 
your various Orders, And 1 tell thee, rather //7/- 
liam, the World will be „ e if thou ſhould'ſt 
prove a Dark Lanthorn, and only be wiſe for thyſelf. 


Paris, 25th of the 6th Moon, 
F the Year 1655 
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Fo the moſt TNuftrious and Invincible 
Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


Y the Sound which the Sun makes at his-go- 
ing down, I {wear I was not  miſlaken- in the 
ata I bad of thy Generofity : And the Diſpatch 
with which thou halt honour'd the Slawe Mabmur, 
confirms me in a perfect Security of thy Favour ard 
Hrotection. 18 
1 ſhall, with exquiſite Diligence, obey thy Orders: 
But it cannot be attempted without vaſt Sums of 
Money. And if I may be thought worthy to give 
Advice to my Superiors, the moſt effectual Way to ac- 
cm pliſh this, will be, by fending one of the priaci- 
7! RMinifters to this Court, witk a ſplendid Embaſiy : 
For this young Kin 8 very honourable Ad- 
dreſſes from all who ſeek his more intimate Friend- 
tip : Therefore a Chiaus would be ſlighted on ſuch 
an Occaſion, and marr all the Deſign. I would coun- 
fel, That Somebedy be ſent, who perfectly under- 
ſtands the Genius of the French, and the particular 
Aim cf Cardinal Mazarini. | 
Under the Protection of ſuch a Cne, I ſhould be 
able, without Hazard of a Diſcovery, to act all that 
is neccſary to carry on this Deſign with good Suc- 
ce's Here are Abundance of ne:dy Courtiers, on 
whem Gold will have a powerful Influence, | But 
neither 1 in Perſon, nor any one whom J ſhall de- 
ute, can make ſuch Tenders, unleſs there were 
fs fome known publick Ambaſſador form the 
Grand Seignior, to countenance the Buſineſs. For 
otherwiſe it will preſently be whiſpered, that ſome 
fp! ivote Agent lurks here incegrito. They will ſtart a 
Thouſand C:imera's of Fealinſy, and fo 1 may run the 
?azard of a ſecond Impriſonment, wheu the Car- 


* 
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dinal ſhall call to Mind the Occaſion of my ft. All 
that I can then ſay of my being a Mldavian, will 
find no Credit; and 'twill be no leſs than a Miracle, 
if they do not expoſe me to a Scrutiny for the Mark 
of Circumciſion, which if it be found, all is betray d 
and ruin'd. a 

do not value the Puniſhments they will inflict on 
me, nor the Loſs of my Liſe: But I dread the more 
important Conſequences of ſuch a Diſcovery ; the 
en the Secrets of the Grand Seignior to Infi- 
dels. 

Theſe are the chief Reaſons I have to offer in be- 
half of an honourable Embaſſy. As to the Perſon 
whom thou ſhalt think fit.to employ in ſo glorious 
a Truſt, I will not preſume to add any Thing to 
what I have ſaid already, that he be a Man of Ex- 

rience in the French Affairs, well vers'd in the 
Knowled e of Chriſtian Policy, the different Inte- 
reſts of hs Courts of Eure, and one that exactly 
knows what Advantage to make of the new Pope. 
For after long Debates, the Card nalt have, at 
laſt elected one, who has aſſum'd the Came of Alex - 
ander VII. 

It is hard :0 judge at his firt Acceſſion to that 
Sovereign Ch. ir, andwlat Intereſt this Pre/ate will em- 
brace, wazther that of France or Spain; Or, whe- 
ther his Con luct will be Neutral, deporting him- 
telf with aa equel Indifference to all the Maren 
Princes, whom he calls his Scat, endeavouring to 
compole their Quarrels, and unite their Forces a- 
Fw the Mu/ulmans. I tell thee. no Body can 

yet aſſured, what the Temper of the Raman Mufti 

prove: For it is uf-a! for the aſpiring Cardi- 

nals to promiſe many Things, in Hopes of che Pa- 
pacy ; which. they never perform, when they have 
once obtain'd the ancontroulable Command. D:/imu- 
lation is rank d among the principal Viitues in the 
Court of Rome: And he that know not how to 
| E 4 diſguiſe 
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diſguiſe his Affections, is not thought worthy of any 
important Truft.” Adenai the Few has loſt his Liberty 
in that City, for being defective in his Courtly Ac- 
compliſhments. It ſeems, He, and ſome others of his 
Nation, Tail'd too paſſionately, and openly, at the 1gs- 
latiy of the Rimans. Vet I expect daily to hear of 
Jus Relief; for I underitand by a Letter from him, 
that he was excepted out of the Number of thoſe 
whoſe Condemnation is ixrrecoverable. 

I reproyed him for his Immorality in reflecting on 

the E//abl;'d Religion of the Country where he reſides. 
Bat this Kind of Arrogance is the peculiar Vice of the 
Hebreats. They deſpite all other People in the World: 
Whereas thou k now'ſt, the impartial GOD reſpects 
not one Nation more than another; for they are all 
equally the Works of his Hands. And for aught we 
know, he tolerates the Variety of Religions that are 
extant in the World; with the ſame Indifference as 
he diſpenſes his common Bleſſings to ſuch an infinite 
Number of Men of diverſe Faces. 
- The Multiplicity in the Univerſe exalts the Divine 
Unity, which is the Root of All. And if there be 
Ten I houſand Myriads of Worlds, they all ſprang 
from one Cauſe, and there they end. For he is the 
Firſt and the Laſt of every Thing. 


Paris, 2d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 


e 8 
ap LETTER VII. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 


HE Egyptians have a Proverb, That he who 

thinks and ſpeaks of Goa, only when he is me- 
lancholy, ſacrifices to the Planet Pharevis or FETs 
an 
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and not to the moſt high and exalted King of Al 
Things, who is the Fountain of Joy to Men and An. 

ls. | 
wy counſel thee not to liſt thyſelf in the Number of 
thoſe who adore the Stars, by cheriſhing fad Ideas of 
the ever Indulgent and Mercifal Divinity: nor, 
think thyſelf the leſs liable to their Cenſure, be- 
cauſe it proceeds from a Nation which was once 
at Enmity with the Sons of Jacob. Deſpiſe not the 
Wiſdom of that People, from whom even Moſes your 
Law giver, learn'd all his, and from whom all Na- 
tions borrowed Improvements, of Learning, if they 
are not indebted to them for its firſt Rudiments. 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive, that I 
conſult my Happineſs, and would have thee chaſe 
away vain Fears and ſuperſtitious Thoughts, the 
mere Product of an ill-temper'd Spleen, which is 
the peculiar Malady of thy Nation. Let thy Heart 
be always chearful; for GOD loves every Thing 
that he has made : The Univerſe overflows with his 
Bounty. Be not too Religious, nor ſtrain the Fa- 
culties he has given thee for thy Support, and not 
for thy Bane. 

I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, than 
theſe diſmal Scruples about thy Soul. If thou art not 
willing to embrace the Muſ/ulman Faith, in GOD's 
Name, continue to obſerve the Law of Moſes, and 
proſecute thy Affairs with Alacrity. 

Thou haſt been very ſlack of late in ſending me 
Advice of what paſſes at Vienna, and other Parts of 
Germany. We have fly ing Reports here of the Death 
of Eleanor the Empreſs 3 and that on the ſame Day 
whereon ſhe died, Lecpoldus, Ignatius Foſephus, the 
Emperor's Son, was elected King of the Romans." I 
know not now to write to the Binifters of the Porte, 
till thou halt aſcertain'd me of theſe Things. For 
GOD's Sake be ſpeedy in thy Diſpatebes, = inform 

me what is done at the 32 7 of Franck/ord. Rouſe 
== 5 up 
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up myſelf, and baniſh ſaperfluous Care. Remember, 
That as there is but One God, ſo there is but One Lanw, 
but Ose Thing neceſſary to Men, that is, To /ive accord- 
ing to Rer fon. This i: engraven in every Man's Heart, 
and there needs no C:mment to explain it. Thou art a 
ſufficient Law-giver, Rabbi, Doctor, and In'erpreter to 
thyſelf. I et not others amuſe thee with Fall. 
lu ill now acquaint thee wich ſomething of Certain - 
ty. The French have gain'd Landrecis, a Bee Town 
in Flamers. It was ſurrender'd to them on the 22d of 
this Moon; and the next Day all the Garriſon march'd 
out, confiſting of 1500 Men, beſides 300 Wounded. 

Tre King is gone upon this good News, to view, 
and take Care of his new Conqueſt. For this is not 
the only Town the Spaniards have loft : They talk 
of Maubeuge, Bowvines, and Conde; all which, accord- 
ing to freſh Report, are in the Hands of the French. 
This young Monarch is ſtrangely Fortunate. 

If thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſsful Cam- 
paigns among the People of the North, fail not to do 
it in Seaſon ; for we are not plac'd in theſe Stations to 
whiſtle to Sheep. | 


Paris, 29th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


— 


L. E. IT ER. XIII. 


7⁰ Muſtapha Lulu Beamtulla, a Man 
of the Law. ; 


Would willingly be admitted into Paradiſe, as 
well as other Maſuſmans. Neither would] think, 
ſpeak, or do any Thing, which might prejudice my 
Title, and baulk my Fretenfons to e:craal Happi- 
neſs, This Deſire is natural to all Men; — 
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I profeſs, thou may'ſt believe me without an Oath. 
Yet methinks, I would not be hoodwink'd to Heawen; 
but would fain enjoy the Benefit of my Senſe and 
Reaſon, in my Advances to that Re-gio# of Bliſs. 

I believe the Alcoran is the Oracle of GOD; and "tis 
ſo firmly imprinted in my Memory, that I could re- 
peat it verbatim from the Beginnig to the End, with- 
out miſſing a Yer/ficle. ] give an entire Credence to 
the DoQrine of the Reſurreclion; being naturally de- 
firous of Immortality : But I cannot entertain the 

roſs Conceit, which the greateſt Part of Mzfſulmans 
ve of the R-/urrefion ; that is, That our very Duſt 
ſhall be rais'd again, and organiz'd intoa Bedy. The 
Nazarenes are of the ſame Vantec. But, methinks, 
there's no Need of ſtretching, and ſtraining of Nature. 
Beſides, this Opinion is inconſiſtent with other funda- 
mental Doctrines of the Muſſu/man Law. 

We are all taught to believe, that the Souls of the Zuf 
Men, Saints, and Martyrs. unmediately on their 
parture from the Body, aſcend to Paradiſe, If ſo, 
then they either live there in an z»bodied Eftate, or 
they have new Boazes aſſign d them by the ſame Pro- 
vince Which gave them their Old. Be it which Way 
it pleaſes God, it will appear a manifeſt Borch in the 
Works of the Omnipotent, and Indecorum in Nature, to 
make theſe Sou: either caſt off their New Bodies at the 
Day of Fudement, for the Sake of their / Rotten Re- 
lick, after they bave enjoyed all the raviſhing Delights 
of Eden for ſo many Ages; or to ſtand in Need of any 
Bodies at all, after they have liv'd ſo long in a h- 
rate Condition. There'sno Senſe in it. Doubtleſs, this 
Opinion was firſt haich'd: by thoſe who believ'd the 
Sleep of the Soul, ard held that it was inſeparable 
from the Body. For then they had no other Way to 
comfort themſelves with any probable Hopes of a fur- 
wviving Immortality, but by maintaining, That as the 
Soul fl t with the Body in the Crave, ſo both Sout 
and Body ſhouid * 15 again at the Day 
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Or perhaps this Figure of our Reſurrefion was in- 
evleated to infinuate the'Faith of an immortal State, 
into the duller Minds of thoſe, who were incapable of 
comprehending either the Pre- exiſfince of Souls, their 
Self-SubſRence after Death, or their Tranſlation into 
other Bodics. | / | 
- It ſeems to me much more eaſy to believe, accord- 
ing to the moſt obvious Yorks of Nature, that after 
our D-/olution here, we ſhall either aſſume ſome Body 
of Air, Fire, or otter Elemental Supplement, or by 
Magnetic Tran/migration ſhall be united to ſome 
V-getable, or Animal Embryo, than to dream of recol- 
lecting all our ſcatter'd Abbes together, after ſo man 
Thouſands of Years, wherein. they have been ail. 
pers'd, perhaps, through all the Ranges ofthe Univerſe. 
-* Surely, eur Holy Law-griver, and all the other Pro- 
phets, intended no other Thing by the Doctrine of 
the Niſurrection, but only to convince the World, 
that the Sou! was Immortal, and that conſequently, 
there would be a Reward of Gecd and Bad Works, 
after this Lie. We ſhall live for ever, old Laar- 
yer : And what fignifies it, whether we have the 
the ſame Bogics, or others, ſo long as we are happy in 
any State? And if we are metamorphos'd, we can- 
not fail of our /prcifick Felicity, ſince every Crea- 
ture is happy in his own Eſence. Then let us be 
Ates, Dromedaries, Camels, or any Thing but Hogs, 
and we ſhall have Bliſs enough. That Creature is 
the very Emblim of Uncleanneſi, and therefore its 
Life cannot be the Object of a My/ulman's With. 
Yet we know not the Laws of our Change or Tranſ- 
migration from this mortal Life : For the Soul, ac- 
cording to Pythagoras and the Ancients, is capable of 
all Forms. | , 
+ If thou. wondereſt what has put me upon this Diſ- 
courſe, it is the Remembrance of what I have heard 
thee relate, of the Apparition of Dead Men's Bones, in 
the Crmetry of Grand Caire in Egypt, at a certain 
| Seaſon 
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Seaſon of the Year, when Multitudes of People by 
Cuſtom flock thither, to behold this wonderful Scene 
of a /ham 1 N I can give it no better Title, 
ſince in all Probability tis only the Effect of ſome Ar- 
2 us'd by the Chri/tians, to procure Money from 

e admiring Crowe, and I'm confirm'd in this Be- 
lief, by a Letter I receiv'd from Mebemet, the Exil d 
Eunuch, who now reſides at Caire : and having been 
curious to obſerve this celebrated Miracle, among the 
other Rarities of this City, ſent me ſuch an Account of 
this Paſſage, as convinces me there's ſome Cheat in t. 

He tells a great many other Things of the Super- 
ſition and Ignorance of the Egyptians as to the Pyra- 
mids, and the ſuppoſed Spirits which guard em. In 
all, he laments the Condition of Mortals, who have 
ſo far degenerated from themſelves, and ſuffer'd their 
Reaſon to be fo debauch'd with Fables. 

Sage Mu/tapha, Thou art of the Race of thoſe who 
have preſerv'd Science and Philoſophy. A Halo of 
Light inveſts thy Soul. Let no dark Opinion of GOD 
and his Forks eclipſe thy Intelle&s. 


Paris, zoth of the Sch Moon. 
of the Year 1655. - 


LETTER VIII. 


T6 Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of the 
Black Eunuchs. hs 


IH Diſpatcb came in an happy Hour: Yet 
the Contents of it ſurpriz'd, me. Tis a ſtrange 

Turn of Fortune, that the B. of Aleppo, after 10 
many Rebellions, ſhould become the Sultan's Fa- 
vourite, and be inveſted in the highe/t Dignity of 
the Empire, Yet, who knows, but this may be the 
only 
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only effectual Courſe to reclaim him, and of an Ene- 
my to render him à Friend: For, Ambition is a Vice 
ſo nearly bordering on Virtue, ſo refin'd and ſubtle in. 
Complexion, that when the Paſſion which cheriſhes it, 
is once. gratified with its proper Object it ſoon be- 
comes a Virtue itſelf, and transforms a Libertine to a 
. Hadgi, ranking a Man To-day among the moſt de- 
fervi Heroes, who but Yeſterdaywas in the Num- 
ber of the Seditious. 

Therefore I cannot but highly applaud the Coun- 
ſel of thoſe, who perſuaded the Grard Sergnior to 
this uncommon Choice of the Viæir Azem, The 
whole Empire has languiſh'd for Want of a Man of 
Abilities in that /upreme Station, ever ſince the Seal 
was taken from the moſt Illuftrious Chauſacin Baſ/a, 
through the Malice of his Enemies And in this 
Juncture, they could not have pitch'd on a Man 
more _— of the Charge, that this bold Baſe ; 
who, beſides his Experience in the Wars, both by 
Sea and Land, is looked on as the flouteſt Man in 
this Age. As for his former Crimes, they proceeded 
only from his Diſcontent and Thirſt of Glory, which. 
is now ſufficiently allay'd by the Bounty of our Sove- 
reign. The Cauſe therefore of his Extravagances be- 
der thus ſeaſonably remov d, the EGfiat will naturally 
ceaſe. 

But ſuffer me to aſk thee : Do they not reſent, at 
the Seraglio, his Approaches to that Sanfuary of 
Mortali, with ſuch a formidable Retinde. Thou 
telleſt me, he is attended by Forty I houſand Men, 
an Equipage fit for a Sovereign Monarch. Perhaps tis 
only the Effect of his Martial Genius, and that he is 
willing to appear like a Soldier: Or it may be, he 
really Tuſpetied Danger, and that he was deln d for 
a Sacrifice, which made him come thus guarded to 
the Feet of his Mafter ; that his Son might revenge 
his Death, by ſome deſperate Attempt on Conftanti- 
nople. Be it how it deals GOD, it ſeems, the e 

wiak d 


Vol. V. 4 SY at Paxts. 87 
wink d at all, and receiv d him with ſuch Marks of 
his Eſteem and Affection, as are ſeldom vouchſafed to 
Subject. I hope the Event will anſwer his Expecta- 
tion. Theſe new Methods of Clemency may prove 
more ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Conduct of former 
Times. Men of great Souls are ſooner ſubdu'd by 
Favour, than Forge and Cruelty. 

I am extremely oblig'd to thee for thy Inſtructions, 
which I ſhall exactly obferve in writing to this S- 
preme Min fer. Thou haſt match'd my on Thoughts 
in this Advice: For knowing that Baſſu's Temper, _ 
it will be Policy, as well as Juſtice, frankly to own 
what I have write againſt him, and not ſtuff my Letter 
will abject, fawning Submiſſions, or ſneaking Ex- 
cuſes ; he's brave himſelf, and will be pleas'd to ſee. 
a Man retolute m-his Duty. 

However, let the Conſequence be what it will, [ 
muſt follow the Meaſures of my own Integrity. 
There is ſomething ſo ſatisfactory in Truth, and an 
honeſt blunt Carraige, as far ſurpaſſes the little faint 
Pleaſures of Artifice and Diſſimulation. And I ſhould 
be weary of my Life, were I forc'd to preſerve it 
by ſuch effeminate Tricks. Yet, I muſt confeſs, tis 
a vaſt Encouragement, to find thy Sentiments the 
ſame. What is this World, that we ſhould be ſe 
fond of it? Or, What is this Life of Mortals, that 
we need be ſo over · ſtudious of prolonging the Reſpi- 
ration of that Breath, which may with as much 
Eaſe be all breath'd out at once, as 2 many ſuc- 
ceſſive Milliens of Moments; for h properly 

ſſeſſes but an Inſtant of I ime ; no more does Life. 

very Gaſp renews the One, and the laſt commences: 
and finiſnes the other, As to Pleaſure aud Pain, 
we generally have — qual Share of — —— 
appears to me an equal, if not a greater Happineſs, 
23 — to be freed for ever from — than by 
ſuch an irkſome Compoſition to protract the Enjoy- 
ment of the former. | 


Brave. 
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Brave Solyman, When I contemplate thy Virtue, 
it inſpires me with Courage againſt the vaſt Miſts of 
Fear, which the Magick of Opinion has rais'd before 
the Eyes of Mortals. I embrace thee with an extend- 
ed Soul, and wiſh thee the two Extremes of Happi- 
eſs, Plentitude of Joys in this Life, and an immortal 
Series of Felicity in Paradiſe. Live for ever, thou 
generous Son of Cham, | 


Paris, 2d of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER IX. 


To the moft og: Vizir Azem, at tbe 
2 Ort. | 


Y the Souls of all my Progenitors, T was glad 
to hear the News of thy Advance to this glo- 
rious Heighth of Peer : Vet when thou wert Baſſa 
of Aleppo, and held Correſpondene with the Vene- 
tians, 1 accus'd thee to the Divan, doing thereby no 
{mall Service to the Oztoman Empire: For which, 
thou haſt now Reaſon, in Honour, to reward me ; 
knowing that I prevented a great deal of Confuſion 
and Blood. It will not become the Firſt Miniſter, to 
cheriſh private Revenge, or harbour ill Thoughts of 
a Faithful Slave. In diſcovering thy Intrigues at 
that Time, I did but perform my Duty to the Grand 
Seignior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, for aught thou 
knoweſt, I was happily inſtrumental in ſaving thy 
Life, which might have been loſt in the Purſuit of 
thoſe hazardous Project, thou wert then engag d 
in. Be it how it will, thou art now living, and in- 
ſtall d in the moſt illuſtrious Charge of the Empire. 
And without Flattery I ſpeak it, a braver Man could 
. not 
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not. have aſcended to that Dignity, May GOD lon 
continue thee in it, to the Joy and Advantage of 
the Muſſulmans. | 

All the World extol thy Valour and Boldneſs ; eſ- 
pecially the Nazarenes, N whom the Baſa of 
Aleppo is famous. They alſo highly commend thy 
Juſtice. And thou wilt find in the Regiſter, that 
when I acquainted my Superiors of thy Revolt, I 
was not envious in concealing thy Virtue. 

Therefore I beg of thee. not to be partial in thy 
Reſentment ; but conſider Mahmut as a faithful 
Slave, who will never tranſgreſs the Commands of 
the Myferiovs Bench, nor ſuffer any ſiniſter Motives 
to biaſs him, though 'twere in Favour of his own... 
Brother. For, this is the ſevere Conduct that is exe 
payen of me by my Seperiors, and which thou thy 
elf wilt require at my Hands. 

But, I believe, thou needeſt not theſe Addreſſes to 
move thee to Generoity., Thy own native juſlice 
will ſuggeſt to thee, that I rather merit a Reward 
than a Puniſhment for doing my Duty, though 'twere 
in accuſing thyſelf, 

Conſider therefore in thy Goodneſs, and my 
own Innocence, 1 ſhall not deſpair of that Protec- 
tion and Favour from thee, whuch all thy Predece/- 
ſors have afforded me. fince my Arrival at this Place. 
Nay, I think thy Friendſhip and Efteem is rather 
due to me, than a Thouſand Sycophants and Flat- 
terers. 

I will in this Confidence write freely to. thee, as 1 
have been commanded ; and vent my Thoughts with- 
out a timorous Reſerve: For thou art the 7 Judge 
of the Judges among the Farthful, 4 

There is no doubt, but that thou haſt heard of the 
Duke of Lorrain, a famous Warrior in theſe We- 
tern Parts, but now a Priſoner of State in Spain. I 
ſent Intelligence laſt Vear to Mufapha Berber Aga, 
of the Grounds and Circumſtances of this 2 

On- 
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Confinement, whereof thou can't not be ignorant. 
For all my Dr:ſpatches are made publick to the Mini- 
fers of the Bl:jed Porte. 

The Brother of that Di immediately ſucceeded 
him, by the King of Spain's Orders, in the Com- 
mand of the Army in Hand, ; they call him Duke 
Francis. Every Bedy thought that he had conſented 
to the Impriſonment of bis Brether, as being diſ- 

uſted at his Incontinency, Avurice, and other Vices. 

t was ſuppos'd alſo, That his own Ambition, and 
Thirſt for Honour, had corrupted the Fidelity and 
Love he ow'd to the Son of his Mather ; as know- 
ing that by his Fall, he himſelf ſhould riſe to the Dig- 
nity of General, which his Brother enjoy'd during 
his Liberty. | 4 

But now 'tis evident that this Duke Fræreis did 
all along diſſemble his Refentments of his Brother's 
Calamity. For he is lately Revolted from the King 
of Spain, and come over to the French, with Five 
Theuſand Horſe and Foot. He has openly declar'd, 
Fhat he will never give Reſt to his Sword, till he 
has either procur'd his Brother's Relcafe, or deeply 
revenge the Injaries have been done him. He was 
receiv'd by the French ＋ „ all imaginable En- 
dearments and Careſſes. Ihe whole Court are emu- 
lous in ſtriving to excel one another in the Demon- 
ſtrations of their Civility and Reſpect to this Prince: 
and they have cull'd out the be!t Quarters for his 
Soldiers. This Me tion is alway hoſpitable to Srran- 

5 ; more eſpecially to ſuch as court their Friend- 
ſhip after this extraordinary Way, who enter into 
their Intereſts, and engage in their Quarrels. Yet 
neither France, nor all the Kingdoms in Europe to- 
gether, can match the Bounty of the Munificent Porte, 
which pzrdons and receives, with open Embraces, her 
moſt implacable Enemies, on their Submiſſions and 
Repentance, 


Com- 
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Ommander of the Muſſulman Grandees, Thou art 
but a Man, and haſt not exceeded that Character in 
the worſt of thy Errors. Now thou art aſſum d to a 
Charge. whieh requires the Fidelity and Prudence 
of an Angel. If thou ſhalt reform the State, and re- 
ſtore the Mu/u/man Affairs to their true Luſtre, we 
ſhall have Reaſon to contemplate thy Life, in ſome 
Meaſure, as à Parallel to that of Craſſus, who was 
pardon d three Trea/ons by Cæſar. and afterwards be- 
came the moſt loyal and ſerviceable Man in the Re- 

man Empire. <4 


Paris, ad of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 165 5. 
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LETTER XI. 
To Mchemet, an exil'd Eunuch, at Caire 
in Egypt. 


*.H OU'telleſt me wonderful Things of Egype, 

| ſuch as almoſt ſurpaſs Credit. And I perceive, 

thou thyſelf doſt net believe the Story of the annua/ 

Reſurrictien of Bones, which is ſo mach talk'd of by 

Travellers. My Couſin [uf ridicul'd it with ſmart. 

Reaſon, and was almoſt in Danger of his Life among 
the bigotted Moors and Coprites. 

But I could hardly imagine, there had ftill re- 
main'd in that Region (which has undergone ſo many 
Revolutions of Government} any Footſteps of the 
Primitive Egyptians. Yet, it ſeems, the Prieſts of 
thoſe early Ages, were particularly careful to tranf- 
mit to Polteriry, an exact Hiftory of their Kings, 


with Memoirs of their Aatiom; the Building of the 
Pyramids ; the Place of the Statues ; the Magical 
Caftle of 
Demons; 


Mirrewr ; the Gity of the Black Eagle; the 
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Damons (cated on the Brow of the Mountain of the 
Moon, the Palace of Auamant, with innumerable 
ather Rarities. Lv E * "oh? WII o Bien yt? 
I tell thee, my dear Mebhemet, I know not how to 
believe all theſe Romantick Stories It cramps my 
Reaſon to hear ef a Prazen Tree, with Dom Branches, 
and Verſatile Hooks, to catch Liars and:Chears,' and 
there detain em till they ſhould do Right to thoſe. 
whom they have injur'd. ... Altogether as improbable i» 
— of Cabdafurcuis, the Statue ſet up by King 
rYAriac. teen e 
Who can read of that Monarch's being catried in 
the Air by Eagles, but may as well believe the Reman. 
tick Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the Moon. If 
thou knoweſt not that Story, III tell thee in ſhort, 
That this was a certain Spaniard, who in a Paſſage to 
the Indies, being by Shipwreck caſt on ſhore on the 
Nand of St. Helena, with a Negro, bis aue, they 
were put to their Sbifts ſo far as to divide that unpeo- 
ed and © deſolate and between em, out of pure 
eceſſity, that they might both find Proviſion enough 
to keep em from ſtarving (for it ſeems, there was great 
Searcity of every Thing that ſery'd the Uſes of Life.) 
In this Condition, Necgfity, the Mother of Cunning 
Devices, taught them to hold Correſpondence with 
one another, though living at oppoſite Angles of the 
Je, by the Help of certain wild Swans, which they 
took out of the Neſts very young, and brought 'em 
up, as they do Pigeons at Babylon and Aleppo, to be 
Letter- Carrier. " 1 45 
Afterwards, as the Story goes, Domingo trying ſe - 
veral Experiment on his Birds, and finding all ſuc- 
ceſsful; at laſt having got four and twenty of them 
together, and having brought em up to his Lure, he 
ventur'd his Cr with em in the Air, faſtening 
them together with Rope; and , other. Materials. 
But the extravagant Animals one Day took Wing, 
and carry'd their Maſter to the Moon; whey — 
re nde 
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reſided a conſiderable Time; ſaw and convers d with 
divers Inhabitants of that neighbouring Clobe viſited 
the Caur ti of ſeveral Lunar Princes, and was kindly 
receiy d by em all, even at the Seraglis of the Chief 
Emperor, or Grand Signior himſelf. And having 
been preſented with three Stones of matchleſs Virtue, 
and other rich Gifts, he had his Audience of Conge, 
and came down to the Earth again, where he pub- 
liſh'd a Jonrnal of his Travels, out of which I have 
extracted this ſhort Epitome ; not thinking it worth 
the while to trouble thee with the entire Relation of 
His ingenious Whimfies, 

Doubtleſs,: there is nothing ſo eaſy, as to invent 
new and unheard-of Fables, to amuſe the credulous 
World, and captivate their, Underſtandings. . And 

have told thee this, as a Parallel to thoſe monſtrous 
Figments of Egypt: Such as that of King Gancam's 
being carried 1n-a Pavilion en the Shoulders « 
Spirit: His: magical Tables, and the reſt of his g 
rious Whim-Whams. And that of the Queen Bor/a, 
who fate on a Fiery Throne, and livd in an En- 
chanted Caſtle, whole Walls were full of Pipes, which 
convey'd to her the Adar-fzs of all Sorts of Plaintiffe, 
and her Decree and Deeiſion of : Controverſies back 
again to them. Such another is that of . Bardefir's 
Sl ver Tower, and his ſitting before his People in the - 
Clouds of Heaven: And Bedoura's ſending an Angel 
who made ſuch a horrible Roaring, that it cauſed an 
Earthquake. | 
Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
Lol of the 7 ft, which diſtinguiſh'd between Har/ots 
and /:rgins by the Touch of their Hand? Or of the 
Spirits which guard the Pyramids, one like a naked 
Woman, walking about in the open Air at Noon, 
and making Men run mad for Love of her? Ano- 
ther in the Form of an oid Man, with a Baſket on 
his Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand? A third, of a 
black Woman, with a monſtrous Child in her _ 
re 
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There is no Ind of ſuch Fables. Neither can any 
Man of Reaſon, ſtoop to fo much Eaſineſs as to re- 
dem. And it is a Pleaſure to me, when I con- 

r thee as 4 Man actually — 


| — Traditions repugnant to 
Mehemet, Whilſt thou art in Egype, remember that 


thou wert born in Arabia, where dcience I n 

For theſe Thauſand Vears. 
Paris, 28th F the gth Moon, 

e the-Vear 1655. 


LETTER XII. 
To Zornclan Muſtapha, Bala of ihr Sea. 


d to Divination, nor flatter . 

with Preſagee of better Fortune againſt the Vrne- 
liant, during thy 2 any, than thy 
Preceſſors — had; yet I believe thou haſt more 
Honeſty and e eee Gem. And Teon- 
gratulate thy Riſe to this Dignity. 

If my Intelligence be true, a more glorious Fleet 
has not aid out of the Ottoman Harbours, than ap- 
-pears now at Sea, under thy Command. Ma 
Succeſs anſwer the Expectation of the Mu 
But I tell thee, thou haſt need to look about — 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and ſubtle Enemy. 

Thoſe Venetians are not like the reſt of the Naza- 
renes, ſu perſtitiouſly devoted to the Sentiments of 
their Pri. That kind of Bigottry chains up Mens 
Spirits, and renders them effeminate : It blinds em 
and robs em ef their Senſe and native Vigour. But 
theſe are hold, reſolute People, fearing neither Man 
nor the Deuil. They are alſo well vers d in Strata- 
y being as cunving as Serpents, In fine, Venice 

a Commonwealth made up of Soldiers and Stateſ- 
men: 


Will not 
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mon: And thou can ſt not e that the Sea makes 
em degenerate. Therefore look for hot Entertain- 
ment whenever thou engageſt theſe Aboriginal Tar, 
pawlins, I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, but to 
arm thee, with due Caution. Thou knoweſt the ſame 
GOD who made them, made thee, and all the Man 
in thy Fleet. Thou haſt alſo the Happineſs to ſerve 
the moſt victorious Empire in the World. Fear No- 
thing therefore: But when thou looſeſt from the Hel- 
28 with the Invincible Fleet, adorn d with Enfiges 

high Renown, the proſperaus Streamers of Mabo- 
met; when thon heareſt the All-chearing Clarion and 
Timbrels, breathing the loſty Menaces, the vital Airs 
of War; then let thy noble Heart flouriſh with brave 
Thoughts, and briſk Reſolutions. Yet let not a falſe 
Aſſurance of Victory make thee raſh, and bereave 
thee of that Conduct, which is as neceſſary a Quali6- 
cation in a Gerexa/ as Courage. Conſider that the 
Fortune of Battles is uncertain: Therefore do all 
Things with Precaution. Truſt not to the 
Force of thy Cammiſion, in that thou fighteft for the 
Lazy and Honour of thy * But remember the 
Proverb of the Ancients, which ſays, The Devil often 
carries the Standard of the Living GOD. There may 
be thoſe in thy Fleet, who are treacherous, andat the 
Devotion of the Nazerenes. For I hear, that bath 
Spahi's and Janizeries were very unwilling to em - 
bark themſelves; and GOD knows, how far the 
Venetian Gold may work en feme of their Officers. 
Though their Reſentments ſeem'd to be appeas d by 
the Bounty of our Glorious Sovereign, yet the {mal- 
leſt Occahon may renew their old Diſcontent again: 
and put em on more dangerous Tumults a Sea, than 
thoſe they were guilty of aſhore: Or at leaſt, 
they will become more remiſs, and cold, in the Ser- 
vice of the Grand Seignyor. 


1 


Be it how it will, if the Nawy have not good Suc- 
ceſs, the Blame of all will be leid on thee. Pardon 
therefore the Freedom I take in adviſing thee, ſince 
tis an Arguuent of my Affection and Concern for 
thy Honour and Safety. And no Man can with Rea- 
ſon be offended at another for warning him of 
-Dangers. Ina Word, I wiſh thee the good Fortune 
of the Eng/ih; who have lately taken an and in 
the We Tnates from the Spaniards : They call it Ja- 
W 5 + 41458 ALEC. | 
It ſeems the Kirp of Spain had poſſeſs'd this e, 
: from the Time 1 the 2 ery in — 8 
- where his Subjects had committed horrid Cruelties on 
the Natives; for which they are now puniſh'd by that 
new Commonwealth, who boaſt that they are eſtabliſh- 
ed by GOD to reform or overturn all the Kingdoms of 
. E | * bs 1 G21 | 282 
Tou haſt heard, I ſuppeſe, of Oliver, the So- 
 wvereign of that Nation. He appears like another 
Ginprz Cham, ſetting up for a Prophet, and Founder 
of a new Empire. He has refus'd the Title of King, 
which was offer'd him by the Engliſb States, with 
all the E»fign of Royalty, But he aims at a mere 
ſublime Character, lay ing the Foundation of his 
Hopes in a pretended Modeſty, aſſuming only the 
Stile of Protector. They ſay, he talks of leading an 
Army to the Gates of Nome, and when he has fub- 
dued the Pope, that he will march or ſail to Con- 
flantineple, and drive the Grand Signior out of his 
Seraglio. | 
I tell thee, theſe are Things not to be condemn'd 
or laugh'd at. For this Oliver has the Fame of a 
Great and Invincible General. And ] can aſſure 
thee, all the Neighbouring K7»g: and States court his 
Friendſhip. In fine, he makes the moſt formidable 
_ at preſent of any Prince in theſe Weftern 
arts. 


If 
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If it will divert thee at Sea, to hear of the Tranſ- 
actions by Land, know, that Leopoſdus Ignatius Foſc- 
pbus, Son of the German Emperor, is elected King of 
the Romans in the Room of his deceaſed Brother. 
There's alſo a Diet at Frankfort, where they have too 
many Diſcords and Quarrels -of their own, to have 
Leiſure to plot any Miſchief againſt the Empire of 
True Believers. Thele Infidels, in their publick 
Councils, are like Women ſcolding away their Time 
that ſhould be employ'd in Action. 

There arrives Lily a great deal of News out of 
Sewveden, Muſcovy, and Poland. One P:ft informs my 
of a Plague raging at Moſcow, and other Cities of 
that Northern Tra# : Another alarms us with Intelli- 
gence of Sieges and Plundering of Towns, Diſpeo- 
pling of Provinces, and a Deluge of BlooJ and 

laughter; For the Sede, eſpouſing the Quarrel of 
the Muſcovites, endeavour to make their own Game 
in Poland ; many Princes and great Men, with their 
Towns, Villages, and Vailals, revolting daily from 
the unfortunate Caſimir, and fubmitting to the Se- 
diſo Monarch. 
And here in France, thoſe that go not to the Wars 
make private Campaigns at Home. Here's Nothing 
but Duelling and Murder among Men of the Sword; 
whilſt the Ecclefi-/ticks are combating one another + 
with their Pens, and the Lawyers with their Tongues. * 

In Switzerland they're mad about Religion, At 
 Dantzick, two Eagles were ſeen combating in the Air. 
And, as if all Nature were in a ferment, the Winds 
have been at Variance in the Bowels of the Earth, 
which has occaſion'd frequent Earthquakes in the Part 
of Germany. The King of Poland's Brother is dead, 
and the Queen-Mother of Sweden. 

We muſt all die at the determin'd Hour: and 
there is no other Terror in Death, but what is created 
by our own Opinion, nor any greater Pain than at- 
tending our Birth. For 1 our Diſſolution every Elem. 7 
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of which we were compounded, takes is proper 
Share, and that which is divine in us, returns to that 
which is divine in the Univerſe. 


Paris, 28th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1655, 
LETTER XUL 


To Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of 
the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


— 9 Ms. 


k 


UR Kinſman Juf is now gone for Mu/covy, 

| having viſited the moſt remarkable Places in 
this Kingdom. Treceiv'd a Letter from him, dated 
at Diepe, a Sea Town over againſt the Exgliſb Coaſt. 
He was juſt a going aboard, as he tells me, when he 
deliver d his D:/patch to the Pet. GOD grant him a 
oſperous Voyage to that Region, and whitherſoever 


Pr 
is Genius or Fortune carries him. 


Jam exremely pleas'd with his Converſation. 
Whilſt I was in Paris, I was never ſenſible of Me- 
Jancholy, unleſs 'twere in the Evenings, which forc'd 
us to part Company. He has an excellent Memo- 
ry, and recounts. all the Adyentures of his Life 
with a great deal of Eaſe, both to himſelf and his 
He never was at a Loſs for Matter, or 
confounded one Circumſtance with another, but 
ranking every thing in its due T ime and Place, de- 
liver'd all with à Clearneſs and Grace, which affe&- 
ed me with ſingular Delight. 

Reſfides, He has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, and 
judgment enough for one of his Years. I tell thee, 
the Relations he has made of his |! ravels, with his 
regular Deportment here in Paris, of which I have 
been a Witneſs, have imprinted in me ſuch an 


Opinion of his Ability, that I haye truſted _ 
wit; 
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with ſome particular Inſtructions, in order to a 
ſettled Correſpondence between us, in whatſoever 
Court he reſides. For, in a Word, I find him 
mature enough for Bufineſs of Moment: And it 
is a Pity, his Parts ſhould be buried, without ever ap- 
pearing in Action. | 

If he ſucceeds in what I have put him upon, when 
he arrives at Archangel, a Sea Porte in Ru/ia, and a 
Place of great Commerce and Traftick, I ſhall bave. 
good Reaſon to hope for more important Matters, 
when he comes to Moſcow, the chief City of the 
Men-.who worſhip the Eyes of their Exprror. And 
then it will be Time to give a due Character of him 
to the Minifters of the Porte: Wherein thou wilt 
have many Opportunities to perform the Office of a 
Kinſman and Friend. Thoiz of the ſame Blood, 
ought thus to ſerve one another, with Integrity and 
Affection: For in ſo doing, we help — 
ſtrengthen the Intereſt of our Family, and ſhall find 
Returns in Time of Need. As thou haſt receiv'd 
Favour from Kerker Haſan Baſſa, on the Score of 
being his Countryman; to there is a greater Reaſon 
that thou ſhould'ſt ſhew Kindneſs to V, who 
partakes of our Blood. 

There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from doing good 
Offices, though to a Stranger, or even to an Enemy. 
Man is naturally generous , and he has debauch'd his 
Soul, who acts contrary to this Principle. Yet the 
greateſt Part of Men are degenerated. They purſue 
Lions, Tygers, Baar, and ſuch like ravenous Beats, 
with inexorabie Hatred and Revenge; they bear 
ſecret Antipathies againſt Spiders, © oads, Serpents, 
and other: venomous Creatures; and yet they are 
all theſe Things, or worſe, themſelves. Ever ſince 
Aftrea abandon'd the Earth, there has been a ſtrange 
Metamorphoſis in our Race; Men have for the moſt 
Part forſaken their Humanity, and chang'd Na- 
ture with the Savages. * we tranſcead them — 
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whatſoever is cruel and vicious: As if our Reafon 
2 ware gen us only to teach us the moſt refined Me- 
_thogs of Impiety, and to be a more exquiſite Spur to 
th & © 

eu: Bas preſented me with ſolid Obſervations of 
is. Kind in his Travels, eſpecially in 4frick : He 
That Region is not more prolifick of ſtrange and 
ole Beats, than it is of monſtrous Men, . 


"23 3 IS Devils in -Human Shape. And tho' he relates 


ſome fair Things of the Indians, and other People in 
Ala, yet the are intermix'd with tragical Reports, 
and mournful Memoirs; ſuch as ftain the Hiſtory of 
our Race, aud make it evident, that it is hard to 
meet with one good Man among Ten Thouſand. The 
whole World is over-run with Oppreſſion, Cruelty, 
- Avarice, Perfidy, and Luft. | _ 

He relates ſtrange Things of the Antiquities of 
Egypt, He calls it the only Scene of Wonders and 
Miracles on Earth. Indeed this Country was ever 
famous among all Nations, for the Wiſdom and 
Learning of their Prieſts ; who in the firſt Age of 
the World, underſtood all the Secrets of the Elements, 
the Virtue of Plazts and Minerals, and were per- 
fectly vers'd in the Science of the Stars and Spirits, 
and in all Manner of my/terious Knowledge. They 
were ſaid to make Statues and Images, that could 
ſpeak, walk, run, and counterfeit all Human Ac- 
tions. They were alia exquiſite in making mira- 
culous Tolima and Mirrors, with any Kind of na- 
gical Work, whereby they kept the People, and 
even the Princes in profound Awe and Veneration 
of their prodigious Knowledge and Power, and like- 
wiſe defended their Country againſt all Invaders. 
For no ſooner did an Enemy appear with his Ar- 
mies on the Frontiers of Egypt. but theſe Prieſts hag 
preſent Intimation of it by their Secret Art, even in 
their Chambers, perhaps at a Hundred Leagues Diſ- 
tance, Then, by their Enchantments, they —— 
28 | caus' 
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caus'd Fire to conſume them in their Camps, or 
turn'd their Swords one againſt another, or ſent an 

Army of wing'd 1 3 to deſtroy thom. So that 
| for many Ages no King ever proſper'd that fought 
againſt the Egyptians. 13; 03 

But let not thou and i, dear Brother, ſuffer our 
Reaſon to degenerate, by giving Credit to Fictions 
and Romances, tho' vouch'd by ſome of our Coun- 
trymen, ſuch as Morat Alzeman, Eb'n Aldalhokmy 
and others. 

He alſo tells me remarkable Paſſages of the Py- 
ramids of Caire, the Overflowing of the Nile, the 
Mummics, and other Things, which I have not now 
Time to rehearſe ; but in another Letter I will gratify 
thee with a more ample Account of his Obſerva- 
tions. f | 
In the mean Time, live thou to enjoy the Fruits of 
thy own Travels in the Ea; which if it matches 
not the South in Predigies and flupendeus Inventions ; 
yet it ſurpaſſes both it; and all the reſt of the World, 
in Juflice and Morality. + | 


Paris, 15th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Iſmael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of 
the Law. 


HO U haſt the Character and Fame of a great 
Hiſtorian; a Man of Intelligence both in the 
Ricords of paſt Times, and the Tranſactions of the 
preſent : Therefore the Name of Chrifiina, late Queen 
of Savrden, cannot be ſtrange to thee. I doubt not 
but thou haſt heard of this Princgſi, ſo celebrated 
F 3 through 
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throughout the Earth for her Learning, and other 
noble Accompliments ; and how ſhe voluntarily 
reſign'd the Crown to one of her Kinſmen. But, 
haps, thou kneweſt not the true Motives which. 
induc'd her to this Reya! Caprice: For it deſerves 
no better Name, as thou wilt underſtand by the Se- 
el- | 
Her Father, who for his ſucceſsful Wars, and per- 
petual Victories, was call'd the Great Guſtave, dy- 
ing, left her in the entire Poſſeſſion of his Kiagabm, 
and new Conguefis1n 3 But 2 
of her Reign, Picmentelli, the Spaniſb Am r at 
Stocthelm, by daily converſing with this Great Queen, 
os'd ſuch plauſible Inſinuations, as to prevail on her 
to have a more favourable Opinion of the Page 
and his Religion, than ſhe had before entertain'd : 
For all the Swedes are educated in an Averſion for. 
thoſe of the Reman Faith, I need not explain to 
thee theſe Diſtinctions of Belief among the Naze- 
renes ; thou art vers'd in their Hiftory,. as well as in 
our own. Suffice it to ſay, That this Ambaſſador 
poſſeſs d Chriſtina with ſo fair an Idea of the Catho- 
lick Religion, that ſhe abandon d her Crown, and has 
ever ſince been a Queen Errant, a Royal Rambler 
through Earepe, being reſolv'd to make Experiment. 
of the Generoſity of Catholick Princes, whole Virtue 
Piementelli had ſo highly extoll'd, 

Twould be a Work of ſeven Moons, for the moſt 
induſtrious Scribe to relate all the particular Magni- 
ficences with which ſhe has been entertain'd in her 
Travels through Germany, Flanders, Alſace, . 
Italy, and Rome, where ſhe now reſides. Every Prince 
of the Roman Church, through whoſe Territories ſhe 
paſs'd, was ambitious to appear Prodigal. of his 
Favours and Civilities to their z//uſtricus Stranger: 
Perhaps, to evade the Laſhes of her Wit, which, 
they ſay, is very Satyrical. Or it may be for other 
Reaſons more forcible and poignant, Be it how 
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it will, the Roman Wits have not ſpar d her, as thou 

wilt perceive by the following Veries, which on ge 
Firſt Day of the Moon of January, were found in the 
Hand of Pa/quin, and on the Portal of the Palace 


Ferneſe, where ſhe reſides: | 


Paxxa, Gobba, & Zoppa wien: dal Norte, 
Del Monarcha Inwvitto Þ indrgna Figlia, 
Mentre Pologna Gente & & Scompiglia, 
A vane Pompe Rome apre le Porte; 
Contra queſti Applauſe  ungrida forte, 
Et in bafſe Note l altre bis Biglia. 
Corre la Sciocca Genti, alza le ciglia, 
Ride Paſquin del Papa, & dilla Corte. 
Su ſu venite oi Ruffiani Snelli, 
Et portate a Chrittina 'frawvagante, 
Di venere il Sceitro ne i Pazzarelli : 
Vuol parer dotta, et à rozza Pedante. 
E in Braccio a mingiator di Ravanelli, 
Voul parer caſta, & t Putana Errante. 


I ſend thee tteſe Verſes in the Original, knowing 
thou art a Critick in the Italian Language; beſides, 
they will not be found ſo well in Arabic. Thou 
that haſt been in Rome, know'ſt what Paſpuin is, and 
art no Stranger to the Humours of that City. 

Let not Lampoons of moroſe [talians abate thy 
Charity for this renowned Princeſ; : But let her Ex- 
travagancies be an Argument of the Greatneſs of 
her Soul; and remember the old Reman Prowvert, 
which ſays, There's no ſurpaſſing Genius without ſome 
M xture of Madneſs. 


Paris, 3oth of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Year 1656, 
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LETTER XY; 


„„ „ ö IDs ame. 
AVING the Space of an Hour before the P 
goes, I could not forbear to inform thee of a 
rew Star which lately appear'd in theſe Parts, moving 
in a direct Line from Eafi to North. The Aftronomers 
ave made accurate Obſervations on it, and yet are 
at a Loſs what to conclude. Some ſay, tis below the 
Moon, others place in the Sphere of the fix'd Stars. 
Cne will have it a Meteor; a Second afhrms it to be 
a Planet; whilſt the Favs report every where, that 
tis the Star of Jacob, and a Sign that their Meſias is 
at Hend, "5 

Nathen Ben Saddi, one of that Nation at Henna, 
ſends me ſtiange Stories concerning the Prodi gies 
which ſhall go before, and accompany the Appearance 
cf the Deliverer of [/-ae (as he calls him.) 

He ſays, There ſhall ſpeedily come a Sort of People 
from the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, of a black and 
horrible Aſpect, ſo that whoever ſhall but caſt an Eye 
on any of them, ſhall immediately die, as by the 
Glance of a Bafiliſe For every one of them ſhall 
have two Heads, and ſeven Eyes, glowing and ſend- 
ing forth Sparks of Fire as poiſonous as the Flaſhes 
of the Wind E/-Samicl in Arabia. They fhall alſo 
be ſwift as Stags. And about the ſame lame, an 
extraordinary Heat ſhall flow from the Sun, which 
being diſpers d through the Elements, ſhall corrupt 
the Air, Earth, and Waters, and infect all this 
lower World with ſuch peftilertial Qualities, that 
a Millien of Gentiles {for ſo the Jcaus call all that 
are not of their own Nation) ſhall die every Day. 
And Men ſhall be in ſo great Conſternation, that 
they ſhall run up and down the Streets crying, Ao, 
We to us and cur Children ! They ſhall dig their 
own Graves, and go down into them of their 

| | own 
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ewn Accord, expecting Death. But that all this 
Time, the Jesus ihall be in Safety and in Health. 
This Hebrexw adds, that the Light of the Sun ſhall 
be totally extinguiſh'd for the Space of thirty Days ; 
during which horrible Darkneſs the Chriftians and 
| Mahometans ſhall acknowledge their Errors, and ma- 


ny of them ſhall embrace the Law of Mofes ; for 
which G OD, being moved to Mercy, will reſtore 
that Planet again to its former Brightneſs. 

But what he ſays next, is an unhappy Pre/age to 
the Romans, whoſe Empire, according to this Traai- 
tion, (hail be extended over all the Regions of the 
Earth, for the Space of nine Moons. After which 
Term, G © D ſhall ſend the firſt M. ia, the Son of 
Joſeph, who ſhall gather the diipers'd Tribes of I/rach,. 
and conduct them to Jeruſelem; from whence 'he © 
ſhall iſſue forth, with a victorious Army, and lay 
waſte the Roman Empire, ſack Rome itſelf, and car- 
ry away the immenſe Riches of the Chriſtians to Je- 
7 ; and the very Fear of him ſhall reduce all 

ations to his Obedience. He ſhall fight with A 
millai Haraſcha, the Antichriſt of the Chriſtians, and 
ſhall deſtroy Two Hundred I houſand of Armillai's 
Followers; but in the End, ſhall be flain himſelf, 
and the good Angels ſhall tranſport his Body to the 
Apartment of the Fathers. 

The Jews hold, That this 4rmillai ſhall ſpring 
out of an Image of the Virgin Mary in Rome, made. 
of Marble, with which the moſt Wiched and Profli- 
gate among Men ſhall be enamour'd and commit 
the moſt execrable  Uncleanneſs that can be named. 
The Reſult of theſe adulterous Congreſſes ſhall be, 
That the Statue, by a ſupernatural Power ſhall prove 
N and cleaving aſunder, ſhall be deliver'd 
of this young 1 who is to vex and perſe- 
cute the Jews, and afflict them with greater 
mities, than either they, or their Fathers felt, f 
Beginning of the World. IRE ſhall be fore 
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i nto the Deſarts, and hide themſelves in the Dens 
and Caves of the Earth, living only on the Graſs 
and Herbage, with the Leaves of Trees, till the great 
Michael the Archange/ ſhall” thrice wind his Horn. 
Then fhall the Second Meſfas, the Son of David, 
with Elias the Prophet appear, who ſhall reſcue em 
out of all their Troubles, and lead them-triumphant 
to Paradiſe. | | 

This is the dum of what Nathan, and all the Jeu: 
believe concerning the Loft Times, which they ſay, 
are now approaching : As 1s evident by the Rifing of 
this New Star; accompany d with terrible Thunders 
and Lightnings. And the chief Patriarch, or Prince 
of the Fears, is come from FJeriſcilem to Vienna, 
to prepare thoſe of his Nation in the Weſtern Parts, 
for the Grand Revolutions, which they believe are 
ready to fall out in the World. All the Zews in that 
City went out a League to meet him, with great Pomp 

Solemnity. | | 

In the mean while, I hear that the Son of the late 
Vixir Azem makes a Confuſion among you at Con- 
fevitinefle, and the Parts adjacent, being at the Head 
of Fifty Thouſand Men, on Pretenee to revenge the 
Death of his Father, but really to recover his ra- 
viſh'd —_ the fair Soltana Zamiouure, who was 

forc'd from his Seraglio by the Grand Seigniors Com- 
mand. Women and Wine, according to the Proverb 
of the Franks, make all the Diſturbance in the World. 
And without calling to Remembrance the Trejan 
Wars, the unhappy Effects of Helena's Perfidy, we 
may conelude, that Women are the Occaſions of ma- 
ny Quarrels among us. | 
There is a Peace lately concluded between the 
French and the New Engl Commonwealth : By 
which Means, the Exit'd King of the Scots was 
forced to depart from this Realm. which has been 
his Sanctuary for many Years. He went away at 
the Beginning of the Treaty, and has wander'd — 
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and down Germany ever ſince; ſometimes keeping a 
Court like a King, at other Times living i#cognito, 
and very privately, with only two or three Attend- 
ants. That poor Prince is very unfortunate; yet, 
they ſay, he — Calamity with ſingular Mode- 

ration, and a certain Royal Stiffneſs of Mind, which 
will rather break than bend. 5 

This Pope is a great Peace maker, and has ſent 
Nuncio' with Letters to all the Princes in Chrifendom 
within the Pale of the Nomen Church, earneſtly per- 
ſuading them to Unity and Friendſhip, that fo tot 
Arms my be turn'd againſt the Mu/iulmans. His 
Predecefſor was of another Sentiment, and would 
not intermeddle with the Quarrels of any. One Day 
as he was looking out of a Window of his Palace, 
with ſome Cardinals, they eſpied two Men a fighting 
in the Street; whereupon they deſired the Holy Father 
to interpoſe his, Authority, and command Peace; 
But he refus'd Nin, Let them fight it out, and then 
they'll be good Friends of Courſe. And turning to the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador, he ſaid, So will it fare with 
your Maſter and the King of France; when they hawe 
faufficiently wwearied one another with Wars, they will 
gladly embrace the Propoſals of Peace. 

Here is great Rejoicing for the Reconciliation 
newly made between the King and his Uncle, the 
Duke of Orleans, who having been eſtrang'd a long 
Time, the latter having eſpouſed the Prince of Conde's 
Cauſe. But now he has abandon'd it, and is come 
to the Court. | 

Theſe Infidels are as: inconftant as the Winds, 
which vary to all the Points of the Compaſs. 


Paris, 3oth of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 
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EET T-ERAYL | 
To Solyman, his Couſin, at Scutari. 


See thou art given over to a Spirit of Diſcontent, 

Nothing can pleaſe thee. Thou murmureſt at 
Providente, and caſteſt Obloquies on the Ways of 
GOD: As if the Order of all Things, and the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Occonomy of the Univer/c, mult be chang'd, to 
gratify thy Humour. | 

Formerly thou wert troubled with dull, melancholy 
Thoughts about Religion: Now thou art angry with 
thy Trade, and pineft that thou wert not educated 
in the Academy. A Mechanick Life, thou ſay'ſt, is 
tedious and inkſome ; beſides, that it is beneath one 
of thy Blood, to be always employed in making of 
Turbants. Thou wiſheſt rather to have been a Courtier 
Soldier, or any Thing, ſave what thou art. | 

Coufen, Let not Pride and Ambition corrupt thy 
Manners. Doſt thou not conſider, that all True Be- 
licvers are oblig'd to exerciſe ſome Manual Occupa- 
tion, and that the Sultan himſelf is not exempted 
from this Duty? Did not the Prophet himſelf prac- 
rice it, and enjoin it to all his Followers? Haſt thou 
not heard of his Words, when he ſaid, M Man can 
eat any Thing feveeter in this World, than what is 
acquired by his own Labour. Doubtleſs all the Pro- 
phets, — Holy Men, have gain'd their Bread by their 
lawful Employments. Adam wes a Gardener, Abel 
4 Shepherd, Seth a Weaver, Enoch a Taylor, Noah 
a Ship-wright, Moſes, Saguib, and Mahomet «vere 
Shepherds ; Jeſus the Son of Mary a Carpenter, Abu- 
Becre, Omar, Othman, Gali and Gabdorachaman, 
avere Merchants. 

Doſt thou eſteem thyſelf of better. Blood than 
Adam, from whom thou receivedſt thine ? For 
Shame prefer not thyſelf to Noah, the * of 
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Mankind, to Jeſus the Meſſias, to Mabomet our Holy. 
Law. giver, and to the reſt of thoſe excellent Perſons, 
who theught it no Contempt to work at their ſeveral 
Trades, and eat the Bread of their own Labour. 
' Beſides, Doſt thou conſider the dangerous In- 
trigues of a Prince's Court Art thou ſufficiently 
arm'd with Wit and Dexterity, to ſecure thy Sta- 
tion againſt the wily Trains of deſigning Men? 
J do not reproach thy Abilities : Yet I think thou 
wilt do better in the Poſt allotted thee by Deſtiny ; 
that is, in thy proper Calling, than in the perilous 
Condition of thoſe, who ſand or fall at the Plea- 
ſure of others. Whereas thou art now thy own 
Man, and needeſt fear no Tempeſt of State, or 
Frowns of thy Prince, ſo. long as thou purſueſt 
none but thy private Affairs Many Sovereign Mo- 
narchs have envied ſueh as thee, when they have 
ſeen, how chearfully and quietly they away 
their Time, under the Umbrella of an obſcure and 
private Life: Whereas, at the Court, there is No- 
thing but Intriguing, Plotting, and Treachery ; one 
undermining another, to Way for their own 
Adyance. The Court is a perfect Theatre of Fraud, 


Diſſimulation, Envy, Malice, and a Thouſand Vices, 


which there ct their various Parts, under the Habit 
and Diſguiſe of ſeeming Virtues. There a Man mtſt 
faner os Great, and ſpeak againſt his own Senſe 
and the Truth, to procure the Favour of ſome digni- 
7s Fool : Than which nothing is more ignoble and 


This puts mein mind of a pleaſant Repartee, which 


Diogenes the Philoſopher gave to a Courtier. The 
Spark paſſing by Diogenes as he fat in a Tub —_ 
of Turneps, put this Scoff upon him; Diogenes, (ai 

he, If thou would/i but learn the Art of Flattery, 
thou need'ſt not fit here in a Tub, ſcranching of Roots. 
To whom the Philoſopher reply'd, And thou vain- 
glorious Man, If thou wouldſt but learn to live * 
W3 
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with - try 8 ver not” condeſeend to the 
ny of a Spaniel. | | 

- But — Let not this Paſſagr enuſe thee to emu- 
late the 1 Manner of Liſe, for he had 
his Vicer as well as other Men. If he was no Plat- 
terer, yet he was proud and opiniative: He laid 
Trains for the Applauſe of Men in all his Actions, 
and ſo taught others to become Platterers, though he 
was none himſelf. All his pretended Humility, Mor- 
vification, and Rigour, were but ſo many Decoys 
for Fame. Of this Plato was fenfible, who was a 
far more excellent Philoſopher than he. As this Sage 
was one Day walking with ſome of his Friends, in 
the Fields, they ſhew'd him D7/ogenes ſtanding up 
te the Chin in Water, whoſe Szper/icies was frozen 
over, ſaving one Hole that Diogenes had made for 
himfelf : Pub, fays Plato, Don't regard him, bell 
foon be ont : For had he not feen us coming this Way, 
Be would not have put himſelf to this Pain. Ano- 
ther Time, this Ph:/ofopher came te Plato's Houſe, 
and as he walk'd on the rich Carpets, with which the 
Floor of the Hall was eover'd; See, ſaid Diogenes, 
Bow I trample on Plato's Pride. Yes, ſaid Plato, but 
with greater e * al 
Certain] e greateſt Philo/ophers, Doctors, 

even ä — have de Eren and Fail - 
ings. Do not therefore affect to change thy Calling. 
for the Life of à Student, or a contemplative Man. 
For the fame Diſcontent will ſtill haunt thee in that 
State, which makes thee ſo uneaſy now: Thou art a 
perfedt Stranger to the intolerable Anguifh of Mind. 
which afflicts thinking en, and ſuch as apply them- 
felves to the Study of Serarces. They labour under 
# perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, and the more they 
learn, the greater and more ardent is their Deſtre of 
farther Diſcoveries. S0 that the moſt accomplrth'd 
Sages are no more ſatisfy'd with their own Acqut- 
mions, than be who has never meddled —_— 
Wk 1 
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Then as to their Bedies, the are always vex'd with: 
one Malady or other, proceeding from the violent Agi - 
tations of their Spirits, the Intenſeneſsof their Thoughts 
e poring upon Books; and their ſedentary Life. 

n all that I have ſaid, I do not diſſuade thee from 
ſeeking after Knowledge, I rather counſel thee to 
read Books, and I gave the ſame Advice ina for- 
mer Letter: But do it with Moderation: Let not thy 
Studies intretich on = — — — 

Hories, or other Trads, a ing to th I 
when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. But 2. 
low it ſo cloſe, as if thou aſpiredſt to the Characten 


of a compleat Hiflorian, or Philefapher.. Still remem- 


ber that thou art a T arbant- Mader, and that by the 
Drerers of Fate thou art born for this Buſineſs. Fol- 
low it wich Alacrity and Mirth. When thou art at 
thy Work, 'twill be pleaſant meditating on what 
thou haſt read at thy ſpare Hours. Thou wilt find 
thyſelf much more happy, in thus mixing Studies 
with the neceſſary Offices of thy Trade, than in aban- 


doning thyfelf wholly to a contemplative Life. And 


in the Midit of thy Diſgufts, thou may 'ſt comfort 

ſelf with this Reflection, That thou art of none 
of the moſt deſpicable Calling, which ſerve. the Ne- 
ceflities of Man's Body. Had thy Employment been 
only to make Papouches or Sandals, which cover the 
Feet, it might have been an Argument of Diſcontent 
to thee, in regard the Foot is the moſt contemptible 
Member of the Body. But now thou paſſeſt thy Time 
in making Ornaments for the Head, which is the no- 
bleſt Part, and Commander of all the Reſt, thou haſt 
no Reafon to repine. ; 

If, after all, thou reſolveſt to change thy Courſe of 
Life, I adviſe thee to turn Soldier, for then thou muſt 
be contented and patient per Force. 


Pagis, 1 3th of the 4th Moon, 
ef the Year 1656. 0 
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r 
To Melee Amet 


HE Naxarene boaſt much of the new Con- 

verts they have made from the Mauſſulman Law 
to the Faith of Fe/us the Son of Mary. On the 23d 
of the laſt Moon, a Moor of Tripoli was baptiz'd in a 
Charch in this City; and the next Day he was anoint- 
ed with their Chriſn or Holy Oil (as they call it) which 
they ſay, has a Virtue to confirm and ſtrengthen 
him in his new Religion. On the 25th, he was 
cloath'd all in white Linen, and walk'd in Proceſſion 
through the Streets, with Mufict playing before em, 
whilft the Ground was ed with -F/owers. 
When he arriv'd at the great Mo/que of this City, a 
Prieft gave him that which they eſteem the Body of 
the Meſſias, but in Reality, is only a Wafer, with 
the Figure of a Man crucify'd on it. Theſe Vafers 
are made, and fold to the Prioſs, by the common 
Bakers of the Town, and yet they make the poor, 
ignorant People believe, with four Words they can 


chan I em into an immortal Gad. 
1:58 


Renegado Moor appears very zealous and de- 
vout, frequenting the Temples; and viſiting all Holy 
Places. He walks along the Streets with Beads in 
his Hands, which the People interpret as an Argu- 
ment of his Piety to the Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of Jeſus. For when they pray to her, it is the Cuſ- 
tom to number their Oraiſans on Beads. But all this 
while, they conſider not that he may be an Hypocyite, 
as to their Religion, and inſtead of addreſſing his 
Prayers to her, may direct them to GOD alone ; as 


all tie 7rue Faiibful do, who ule Beads in rehearſing 


5 un Hin- Zjaculgtions, as welt as the Chriſtians, in 


Lahner that Ga 


their dove Hara, which they ſay, was the 
. J gave the Virgin, When he * 
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Be it how it will, he gets Abundance of Money by. 


his Dewetion : For the Franks are really very charita- 
ble, and 28 Alms to the Poor; but eſpeci- 
ally to one u 
ly liberal, that ſo they may imprint in him a more 
— Affection, and profound Reverence for their 
Religion. a ö 
But he is not the only Conwert they brag of. Ma- 
ny Captives they either wheedle, or force to turn 
Chriſtians. Thus, he that was taken at Sea by the 
Ships of Malta Twelve Yeais ago, when it was re- 
ported through Chriſtendom, that he was the Grand 
Scigmor's Son, is of late turn'd Chriftian and Friar, 
having ſolemnly, and in Publick, abyur'd the 6 468. 


man Law, curs'd our Holy Prophet, and all thoſe of 


his Race, with the Believers of the Alcoran. He is 
like to come to great Preferment in the. Roman 
Church: They call him, The Ottoman Father; and 
boaſt, that the True Heir of the Turkiſh Empire, is a 
Chriſtian, and in their Cuſtody. 

et after all, the Preſelyte of greateſt Fame is Don 
Philippo, the Son of the Bey of Tunis, of whom I 
made mention of in one of my former Letters. This 
Prince is now at Valentia, under the King of Spain's 
Juriſdiction, who allows him a confiderable Pexfior, 
and has given him Leave to marry a Princeſs of that 
Country, very beautiful and ingenious, but of a poor 
Fortune: He has one Son by her. Tis ſaid the 
King of Spain deſigns to ſet forth a mighty Fleet of 
Ships ; and having furniſh'd this Prince with all 
Things Neceſſary for a Warlike Expedition, will ſend 
him thus equip d to claim the Government of Tanis; 
or in Caſe of a Denial, to make a Deſcent in that Vng- 


dom, and fight for it. But I believe this will only 


pe a Spaniſh Rhodomantade, that Monarch having 
ork enough cut out for him in Europe and America, 
by the French and Eng/i/h, to divert him from any 
ſuch wild Enterprize on Africt. However it 4 


er his Circumſtances, they are extreme- 


det 


— — 
— — 
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this Don Philippo is much talk'd of in Chri/ftendom, 
and the Spaniard: flatter themſelves with the Hopes 
of conquering a great Part of Barbary by his Means, 
he having many Friends, and a conſiderable Intereſt 
in thoſe Parts. 

Thou may | acquaint the Divan, that O/mar the 
Dwarf is ſtill living, and ſerves the Porte with a ſe- 
cret and untainted Zeal. Two Days ago he diſeo- 
vered a cunning Practice of Cardinal Mazarini, whoſe 
Motions and intrigues he watches very narrowly. 
He faffures me, That this Miniſter has difpatch'd 
away two Agents to the King of Sweden and Eleftor 
of Brandenhurgh, with a Letter to each of theſe Prin- 
ces, from the King of France, alſo with blank Pa- 
fers, and the King's Seal, giving them Inſtructions to 
fill up their Blanks. and ſeal them with the King's 
Signet, according as they found the Treaty go for- 
ward between thoſe Princes. The main Defign of 
this Trick being to hinder them from wo in- 
to a League againſt the King of Poland, by all the 
Artifice theſe Agents could uſe, in exactly timing 
and ſuiting their counterfeit Letters, to the Difh- 
eulties and Miſunderſtandings that always happen 
in ſuch Treaties, that fo, they may exaſperate each 
Party againſt the other, as Occaſion offer'd, with- 
out being oblig'd to ſend to Frunce for freſh Letters, 
which would breed too much Delay, and ſpoil their 


— *y | 

By this thou may'ſt percetve, that Cardinal Ma- 
zarin comes not ſhort of his Predeceſſor Richlieu, 
in managing the Affairs of Foreign Courts. He 
is the very Soul of all the grand Buſineſs in Chri- 
ftendom. | | 
A general Heart burning has poſſeſſed the French, 
eſpecially the Inhabitants of Parit, ever fince the 
Concluſion of laſt Year, when the King iſſued 
out certain Orders, commanding that all tke Gold 
and Silver Money in the Kingdom, ſhould be brought 
ana into 
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into his Mint to be new. coin d. The Merchants firſt 
complain'd of this Ediæ; and then it was murmur d 
at by all the Trading People. At length the Par- 
lilament of Paris took it into their Conſideration, 
and oppos'd the King's Pleaſure : upon which he 
Baniſſid Eight of their Members, and has ſeveral 
Times prohibited them to aſſemble; yet they per- 
fiſted to meet till he Banifh'd more of them: 
Which, inſtead of awing them into the expected 
Compliances, has but incens d them more: And 
the diſcontented C/ergy blow up the Coals, as do- 
likewiſe the Friends of the Prince of Conde. The 
Parliament are very bold and peremptory in their 
Proceedings, have expreſsly forbid the Citizens of 
Paris to obey the King's Order, and decreed that 
Nothing ſhall be done in their 4/izbly, till the 
baniſh'd Senators be recall d. | 
Things being at this Paſs, we expect Nothing but 
Inſurrections, Maſſacres, and other Effects of po- 
pular Fury. The Rich are lay ing up vaſt Quantities 
of Corn and other Proviſions, as if they expected a 
Seige. And the Poor fare the better for it, whilſt 
great Largeſſes are given among them by the Gran- 
dees of the Parliament, to engage them in the 
Faction Befides, Ihou knoweſt, the en- als 
ways delight in Novelty and State-Tempeſts, hopin 
for Plunder, and to —— themſelves by he Nos 
of others. | ; 4 
I know not what Conduct is fitteſt for me to uſe 
in this Caſe. Whether it will be beſt for me to 
abide in this City or follow the Court, which is 
now at La Fere in Picardy : Or, Whether I ſhould 
retire to ſome other Place, lefs liable to civil Dif- 
turbances, I wiſh the Miniſters of the Porte would 
ſend me full Inſtructions, what I ought to do in 
theſe Emergencies. | | 
From Rome we hear, That the Pope and Cardinals 
are in great Conſter nation on ſome. Intelligence _ 
ae Ve 
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| have receiv'd, that the £xg/;. intend. to make a 
Deſcent on the Territories © * e . 17 h Na- 
tion is now become the great Bug- bear of all Europe, 
ſince they have moulded e into a Common 
abealtb. | | 

Every Kingdom and Empire has a Time to riſe, and 
another to fall. But who can determine the Period 
wherein the Ortaman Glory will decline, which is 
not yet advanc'd to it's Zenith? 8 


Paris, 27th f abe 5th Moon, 
| of theVear 1656. 


LETTER XVII 


To Scdree Al' Giraw'n, Chief Treaſurer 
to the Grand Scignior. EY 


HY Virtues have at length rais'd thee to a 
glorious Tru, the Charge of immenſe Wealth. 
Thou tatt in thy Cuſtody the Riches which cannot 
be match'd in the Univerſe: GOD inſpire thee with 
Graces ſuitable to a Dignity ſo full of 1 emptations. 
J hope thou wilt not be affronted at my Prayer, as 
was thy Predecefior K:enan Baſſa, at ſome Counſels 
of like Nature, which I gave him in a Letter, Some 
Men are ſtrangely cholerick, and look on thoſe as 
Enemies, who give them good Advice. I only warn- 
ed him of the ordinary Cheats that are Practiced at 
certain Times in the Treaſury, which thou know'ſt to 
be true, as well as I, And I tell thee farther, he 
himſelf was ſuſpected by many in the Serag/io, not 
to have been altogether exempt from Guilt. 

Whether he were or not, | perform'd but my 
Duty in giving him neceſſary Cautions. For, ſuch 
is the Will of my Superiors, that I ſhould 175 4 

| jy 
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afraid to unravel the Secrets of thoſe that are falſe to 
the Grand Seignior. I did not ge him with ſuch | 
a Crime, and therefore he had no Reaſon to be an- | 
gry : But ſome Men will pick a Quarrel with their 

= Shadows, In a Word, this Grandee forgot him- 


In ſaying ſo, I do not reflect on his Original, or 
that he was found ſleeping on a Dunghil in Ruta, 2 
poor ragged Infant, when the Tartars took him Cap- 
tive, among many Thouſands of others, in the Plun- 
der of Maro, and ſold em to the Capa Agafs, for 
thirteen Piaflers, by Reaſon of his Beauty. I do 
not call to mind the Circumſtances of his Youth ; 
ſince "tis common for the meaneſt Slaves to arrive at 
an extraordinary Grandeur by their Merits, or at 
leaſt through the Favour of the Sultan. 

But what I aim at is, That in his being diſguſted at 
the Remonſtrances I have made, of ſome private and 
ſiniſter Practice in the Treaſury, he forgot that he 
bimfelf Is ſtill a Slave to the Graad Seignior, as well as 
I, and therefore not above Inſtruction. 

Well, it ſeems he is now made Captain Baſſa, and 
thou ſucceedeſt him in the Office of Treaſurer. To 
him I wiſh all imaginable Succeſs and Victories at 
Sea, for the Sake of our Great Mafter, and the Mu/- 
ſulman Empire ; to thee for thy ewn Sake, and for 
my Brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever reſpect as 
a Friend, I wiſh Inereaſe of Riches and Honours, 
even as thy Merits and Services agument in the 
Efteem of the Sultan, and of all the World. | 

And I tell thee I have far livelier Hopes to ſee 
this latter Wiſh take Effect than the former: For 
what Reaſon have we to expect better Luck from the 
Courage or Conduct of this Ourcos Kenan , than 
brom the brave Zorneſan Muftapha, who commanded 
the Fleet laſt Year? 

This unhappy Thought has put me into as me- 
lanchoty a Humour, as Afnea; was in, when the 1 

| 0 
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of Carthage, requird an Account of the Trojan 
Wars : For 1 have heard that Cara Muftapha Baſſa 
| ſucceeded Zorne/anin the Command of the Fleet, and 
in the Revolution of a Man, was made Man/oul 
again, for the Sake of Kenan Baſſa, or rather for 
the Sake of the licentious Soldiers, who, it ſeems, 
command all Things. I have been inform'd alſo, 
all the other Tragedies ated at the Scraglio, ſince 
the ſecond Moon of this Year. Neither are the 
Cauſes and Origin of ſo much Slaughter and Blood- 
ſhed hid from me. Tis too apparent, that there is 
an univerſal Diſorder and Corruption in the Diſci- 
pline of the Janixaries. | > | 

I formerly wrote to the Maya Bey on this Account. 
But it ſeems, Avarice, the Root —— all Evil, had ren- 
der'd him inſenſible and obdurate. © | 
Is it not a Shame, that the Pay of thoſe who ſerve 
the Grand Seignior in the Wars, ſhould be detain'd 
not three or four Mears, but five or fix Years, by 
their corrupt Officers? I hey fit at Home enjoying 
their Eaſe, Revelling in Taverns, and committing a 
Thouſand Riots; whilſt the others undergo number- 
leſs Fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the extrem- 
eſt Neceſſities, not having fo much as the Veſts al- 
lowed them by the Sultan, to cover their Naked- 
neſs! And if they complain of their Sufferings, in- 
ſtead of Redreſs, they meet with Nothing but Taunts 
and Reproaches, as uf they were not worthy to eat 
the Sultans Bread and Salt, though they freely ha- 
zard their Lives for him. It is no Wonder, the Ja- 
zizaries are ſo unbridled in their Rage, after ſo many - 
Provocations. 

Yet I cannot but lament the Fate of thoſe un- 
fortunate Men, who were ſacrific d to the Fury of 
that inſolent Mi/ztia : Eſpecially, I condole the Loſs 
of the brave Sa/yman Kyz/ir Aga. The Fanizaries 
kad an old Grudge againſt him, ever fince — 

| pute 
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Diſpute with the Baffangi Baſa, and now they were 


reſolved to execute their Revenge. 
As for the $/a2s Bey it ſeems to be a Stroke of 


Divine juſtice, he, who had been the Cauſe of 
all this Mutiny, ſhould in Remorſe ſttrangle himſelf, 
and ſo. go to Hell, as an Expiatien for the many Lives 
he had caſt away. 
And there's little leſs to be ſaid, in reſpect of the 
Mufti, who was the Chief of thaſe who betray d their 
Maſter, Sultan Ibrahim. To tell thee my Reſent- 
ments, I am heartily ſorry for all the Reſt ; But to 
thoſe who were concern d in that I reaſon, there ſeems 
no Pity due. And the Muf#i may thank & O D and 
his good Stars, that his Life went not with the Others. 
They report here, he is fled into Egypr. 

But what was that Gelzp Aan, who headed this 


Rabble of Mutigeers ? I have heard Nothing of 


him, before the Intelligence I receiv'd of his ſud- 
den Riſe, and equally precipitate Fall, during this 
Tumult. He was, I ſuppoſe, ſame nate Fool, 
of an ill contriv d Mie which us'd to make a 
Quarrel between his Heart and his Spleen : And 
from this inteſtine Broil, he habitually learn'd the 
Way to ſet People together by the ans A po- 
pular Man, an Incendiary, and one that knew 
how to wheedle the Vulgar to his own Ruin. 
Who can give an Account of theſe Things ? Or, 
Who can unzavel the Web of Deſtiny ? "Though 
there's Nothing ſtiange in this particular Caſe, yet 
in the general tis prodigious, that ſuch little In- 
ſtruments ſhould be able to give ſo terrible a Shock 
to the Frame of an ancient and mighty Govern- 
ment! | | 

He was a Man of no Fame or Character, and yet 
for the Space of two Moons, he may be ſaid to com- 
mand the greateſt Sovereign in the World, Sole Pro- 
prietor of Fame and Honour. And had he pulh'd 
en his Intereſt, tis not improbable, but that 3 

mi 


120 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 
might have exalted himſelf above his Maffer, and 
ſecured his Poſt againſt all After-claps. For ac- 
cording to my Intelligence, he had, during the Se- 
dition heap'd together prodigious Sums of Mo- 
ney, the Preſents of Ba//a's, and other Miniſters of 
the Porte, who all ador d this new-rifing Comet, and 
. ought his Protection and Favour againfl the bar- 
barous Rabble. But it feems he was infatuated 
with teo much Glory, and confider'd not that eve- 
ry Body watches all Opportunities and Occaſions 
to ruin him: And that his very Followers would 
be the firſt to betray him, as ſoon as the Hurry of 
their ÞrſurreAion was over, This generally happens 
to all Ringleaders of Parties, When once the Spi- 
rits of a Faction are ſpent, the Lees, (which conſiſt of 
— — and Confuſion) are diſcharg d on - thoſe who 
7 fermented them, mix d with the Revenge of the 
tate. | 35 

There are Abundance of Great and Brave Men 
gone: Put the old Negidber was of their Council, 
and he brought them to Ruin, as he did the Corcis of 
Mecca, when they conſpired againſt the Life of the 
Prophet. This Devil enter'd the Temple (where they 
were aſſembled) in the Shape of an ancient Man, de- 
crepid and leaning on 4 Crutch: And when he was 
commanded to withdraw, he told them, He was a 
Senior, who had ſeen all Ages, and remark'd the Oc- 
currences of Time; that he auas expert in N Se- 
rerta, and rendering difficult Things eaſy. In a ord, 
He uſed ſo many plauſible lll, that they 
admitted him into their Aſſembly. But none of their 
Counſels proſper d. 

That malicious Demon is often preſent in the Ca- 
bals of ſeditious Men; and though they ſee him not, 
yet he ſcarcely undermines their Plots, and brings 
em to Shame and Puniſhment. For he is the Spi- 
rit of Envy; and though he be himſelf a Rebel, and 
the Ringleader of a Faction in the Kingdom of the 


Air, 
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Air; yet ſuch is his ſpiteful Nature, that he ſeldom 


ſuffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth: Not for 


any Love that he bears to Government but becauſe 
he delights to be active in Miſchief, be it what it will; 
and the Guardian Spirits will not ſuffer him to mix 
with the eſtabliſh'd Divan of an Empire. 

The All-good GOD preſerve thee from the Malice 
of wicked Dzmons, that always hover about Trea- 
ſures of Gold and Silver. 


Paris, 22d of the 7th Moon, 
. of the Tear 1656. 


— — — 
—— 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the ſame. 


HE Troubles of the Sublime Ports touch'd 
me ſo nearly, and embark'd my Soul in ſuch 
a Tempeſt of ſolicitous Thoughts and Anxieties for 
the Honour and Safety of the O/nan Empire, that I 
had no Leiſure to think of my own particular Ha- 
zards, whilſt I was writing the other Letter. Yet 1 
have been engulph'd in Abundance of vexatious Cir- 
cumſtances, and perilous Accidents. 

It generally happens, that when ome Misfortune 
befals a Man, it brings a Train along with it. So 
that at ſome Seaſons we ſeem to be beſieg' d with 
Evils, or at leaft, ſo cloſely block d up by an Army 
of Calamities, that there is no Paſſage left open, ei- 
ther for Relief or Intelligence. 

So has iteared with me of late, and with Thou- 
ſands of others, | doubt not, in this populous Ci- 
ty. The Rebellion of the Prince of Conde is the 
Occaſion of all this. For the Tg having ſome 
Reaſons to apprehend a Secret Conſpiracy of the 


Prince's Friends and Well-wiſhers in Paris, and other 
G Places 


| 
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Place has cauſed a very ſevere Scrutiny to be made 
of all Strangers and Sojourners. The Soubaſbi's or 
Officers, go to every Houſe within their Precinct, ta- 
king down the Names of all the Inhabitants in Wri- 
ting, and 3 the Perſons of thoſe whom they ſuſ- 
pect The Priſons are filled with People of all Ranks, 
and the Nobles are ſent to the Ca//e in the Wood of 
Vinciennes. Tis ſaid, the King has a Liſt of man 
Thouſands of Condes Party in Paris, who deſign'd, 
on a prefix d Day, to take up Arms for that Prince, 
and that their Example would have been followed all 
over the Kingdom. 

GOD knows what is in the Hearts of theſe Þnfdcls : 
I am ſure Mahmut is wholly a Stranger to their 
Plots. Tho' laſt Year I receiv'd certain Inſtuctions 
from the Yizir Atem, commanding me to act ſecretly 
in the Prince of Condes Behalf, to abet the Fa#or, 
and uſe all the Endeavours and Art I could, to raiſe 
a new Party for him among the Courtiers, But I 
wav'd ſo dangerous an Employment, by propoſing 
to him the vaſt Expences it would require, and the 
Neceflity of ſending ſome, extraordinary Embaſly to 
this Court, to countenance the Buſineſs. To tell the 
Truth, I elteem'd it a Thing impraQticable, and a 
mere Caprice of that active B who had a natural 
Kindneſs for Rebels, and delighted to have a Hand 
in difficult Undertakings, whether there was any 
Likelihood of Succeſs or not. | 

But he is dead, and let that atone for all his Re- 
bellions, when he had the Command of Aleppo. I love 
not to load the Departed Seuls with Accuſations. 
What I have to ſay is in my own Viadication, who 
could not approve his politic Chimera: In regard, 
had it ſucceeded, no Profit or Advantage would 
from thence ariſe to the Or/toman Empire: And had 
it been diſcover'd, not only I, and all the Secrets of 
my Commiſſion would have laid open to the Al. 
but alſo it would have been an eternal „ — 

em! 
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Blemiſh to the High Reſplendent Porte, to be found 
guilty of violating, in ſome notorious a Manner, the 
Faith it had given to the moſt ancient and puiſfant 
Monarchy among the Nazar-nes. 

Beſides, I know not but this Miniſter had a Private 
. Grudge againſt me, for accuſing him formerly to 
the Divan, when he held Correſpondence with the 
Venetians ; And that he ſtudied this Way to be re- 
veng'd, by 2 me in an Affair, which muſt 
needs be my Ruin. However, I think I had Reaſon 
to be cautious, and apprehenſive of the worſt, This 
made me diſpatch to him a Letter, full of ſpecious 
Umbrages, ſeeming to approve his Deſign. but en- 
tangling it with ſuch Djfii-ultics, as would divert him 
from farther Thoughts of it. 

Yet, after all, | have been really brought into 
Danger, on the bare Suſpicion of being concern'd 
on the Prince of Conde's Side; by which thou may'R 
gueſs at the Conſequence, had I hearken'd to the - 
zir's Advice. 

One Morning early, the Officers appointed for this 
Purpoſe, enter'd my Chamber: And having demanded 
my Name, Buſineſs, and Quality, I anſwer'd, My 
Name was Titus Durlach Nieſki ; but that for 
Shortneſs, and to denote my Country, I was commonly 
called, Titus the Moldavian ; and that by this Name, 
1 was well known to Cardinal Mazarini, as I had been 
to his Predeceſſor Richlieu, and other Courtiers of 
great Quality. I told them likewiſe, that I was a 
Clerk, who underſivod ſome Forcign Languages, and 
therefore had been often employ'd by thoſe Cardinals, 
in tramſlating Books aut of Greek and Arabick, in- 
to Latin and French: For which Reaſon, being re- 
commend:d by Cardinal Richlieu, I had been intro- 
duced into the Acquaintance of ſeveral Nebles, whoſe 
Children 1 taught thoſe Languages: And that ſome 
of them had promiſed to make me Curate of St. Ste- 


phen's Church, as ſoon as it was vacant. 
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They ſeem'd to be very well ſatisfied with what 
J faid, but told me moreover, They bad a Commiſ- 
ion to ſearch my Lodgings for Arms, and Treaſonable 
Papers. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror I was in, 
when I ſaw them go roundly to work, prying into 
every Corner, and ſearching my Trunks, Coffers, 
and even my Bed itſelf. Not that I had any Guilt up- 
on me of concealing either Arms or Papers, relating 
to this Conſpiracy, but my Concern was for my Box 
of Letters to the Mini ſters of the Porte. As for Arms, 
they found no other but an old Sword, which I told 
them I travell'd with out of my own Country, and a 
Brace of Piſtols for the ſame Uſe, to defend me from 
Robbers, Aſſaſſins, and other Injuries. 

; Theſe Fellows ſeem'd mightly pleas'd wlth the cu- 
rious Workmanſhip of my Weapons, ſurvey'd them, 

all over, and having drawn my Sword out of the 
Scabbard, and made a Paſs or two with it againſt the 
Wall, after the French Mode of Fencing, they put it 
up again, telling me, They bad no Authority to take 
theſe Arms from me, ſince they avere neceſſary for my 
Defence. But when they came to my Box of Letters, 
and ſaw them written in a ſtrange Character, which 
none of them could read, they began to look on one 
another, and change their Countenance, as if there 
were ſome dangerous Matter contain'd in theſe Pa- 
pers, and therefore writ in Cyphers. 

They went aſide, to one End of the Chamber, 
whiſpering together, and nodding their Heads, with 
all = Symptoms of Jealouſy. At length, I in- 
turrupting them, ſaid, You need not, Gentli men, be 
concern d ahout theſe Papers; They were lift with 
me by a Merchant-Jew of my Acquaintance, and 
thry are Letters of — . between him and 
Some of his Brethern at Kome, Venice, Amſterdam, 
and other Places in Europe. "Tis therefore they 
are written in a Charadter, which ta you appears 


firange, 
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firange, it being Hebrew, the National Language of 
the 3 They contain only Matters of Traffick, 
being Letters of Mart and Exchange: For you know 
the Jews are the greateſi Merchants, Brokers, and 
Bankers in the World. | 

Theſe Words, with ſome Gold which I gave them, 
diſpers'd all their Supicions, clear'd up their cloudy 
Brows, and turn'd their Frowns into Smiles, and 
complimental Addreſſes. They told me, I was a 
very honeſt Man, and they would do me what Service 
they could. So bid me adieu. 

By this thou may'ſt ſee the mighty Power of that 
charming Metal, which commands all Things. For, 
whatever I could have ſaid without that, had been in- 
ſignificant. But theſe /do/aters melted into an Indif- 
ference at the firſt Sight of glittering Pi/o/es ; and. 
when I had once render'd them thus ductile, 'twas 
eaſy to frame them to the moſt devout Appearance of 
— and Friendſhip. They —__ and ſwore 
no Hurt ſhould be done me. 

But I knew the Fickleneſs of Human Fidelity bet- 
ter, than to r any great Confidence in theſe Mens 
Words. As ſoon as they were gone, I convey'd my 
Letters to Eliachim, who could eaſily conceal them, 
in any private Corner of his Houſe, deſiring him to 
furniſh me with ſome Letters of different Concerns. 
written in Hebrew, that if theſe Searchers ſhould 
come again, and demand a Second View of my Box, 

rhaps with Defign to carry it to ſome Miniſter of 

tate, I might have thoſe Hebrew Diſpatches ready to 
ſhew, which being put in the ſame Box, would 
not be known from the other, by ſuch ignorant 
Fellows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick, and Chineſe, 
were all alike, and ſo I ſhould be acquitted from all 
future Trouble of this Nature. 

And this Event anſwer'd my Expectation: For 
within three Days, the ſame Men came again, with 


others in their Company, pretending they had freſh 
a G 3 Warrants 


126 LrrrExs Hrit by Vol. V. 


Wirrants, and were ſworn to be impartial. Where- 
fore I was fore d to attend them, whilſt they carried 
both me and my Box before a Cadi, or Judge, who 
having examin'd very ſlrictly concerning my Name, 
Country, Religion and other Matters, and ſeeming 
well fatisfy'd with all my Anſwers, at laſt ſent for a 
Prieſt well vers d in the Hebrew Tongue; ordering 
him to peruſe the Letters; which when he had done, 
he aſſur d the Cadi, that there was not a Werd in any 
of them relating to the State, being purely Matters oſ 
private Contretts, and Bargains between Merchant- 
Correſpondents, with Bills of Lading, c. So I had 
my Box of Sham-Letters reſtor d to me again, and 
was honourably diſmiſs'd. 

Yet tho' this Storm was ſoon blown over, I was 
very near running on Rocks and Sands, through the 
Perſecution of thy Predeceſſor Kienan Baſ/a, and Ki- 
far Dramelec, with many others in the Seraglio: The 
firſt keeping from me the Penſion allowed by the Grand 
Seignior; the ſecond, either ſending me no Intelli- 

nce, or elſe baffling me with trifling News, no- 
Ming to the Purpoſe; the reſt, aſperſing me to the 
Miniſters of the Diwan. 

I defire thee to ſend me the Arrears that are behind 
for the Space of Nineteen Moons, as thou wilt find in 
the Regifter of the Haſna. Had it not been for Elia- 
chim, that honeſt Jcav, I ſhould have been ruin'd in 
this Place for Want of Money. 

I need not fay more to thee, who know'ſt that 
Gold is the Grand Taliſman, which works all the Mi- 
racles in the Worid, 


Paris, 22d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


| The End of the Strcoxp Book. 
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LETTER I. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


WO can penetrate into the my/eri- 
ous Conduct of Defing : Whether 
GOD governs this World by the In- 


fluence of the Stars, or by the Mi- 
niſtry of Spirits, or by his own immediate 
Power ? Or whether all 'Things did not proceed 
from Chance, and are ſtill rul'd by the ſame ? Be it 
how it will, there remains ſomething adorable. . 
Even that Chance itſelf, ſuppoling Epicurus's Opi- 
nion true, is worthy of Supreme Honours and Sacri- 
fices, which has, with ſuch exquiſite Luck, per- 
form'd all the Parts of infinite Wiſdom, and Fore- 
8 caſt 
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caſt in forming and preſerving the Univer/e. Were 
Ja Diſciple of that Philoſopher, every Morning when 
J beheld the Riſing Sun, and at Mid-Day, when I 
ſaw him climb the Meridian, and in the Evening 
when he takes his Conge of this upper World, to vi- 
fit our Antipodes, would I with profound Venera- 
tion cry out, O eternal Chance ! O omni potent Caſu- 
alty ! O incomprehenſible Blindneſs ! I adore thee, I 
burn Incenſe to thee, and do all Things, which the dul- 
ler Sort of Mortals think, are only due to an All-awiſe, 
All-good, and an All mighty GOD ! Thus would I 
addreſs. to that infinite Pe{/-Me// of Atoms, could I 
believe with Epicurus, that from. ſuch an inconceive- 
able Hurly-Burly, proceeded all this admirable Beauty 
and Order which we behold, _ _. 4 
Thou wilt perceive by this, that I am religiouſly 
diſpoſed ; «> Þ rather than not adore ſome Supreme 
Being, I would make a Deity of that which to others 
is the Fountain of 4the/m. And I think there is 
Reaſon on my Side. let this World be pro- 
duced how it will, whether by the caſual Concourſe 
of Atoms, or by the delibrate Act of an eternal 
Mind! Whether it be eternally Self- exiſtent, accord- 
ing to the Weis or by the genuine Reſult of the 
divine Ideas, as the P/atonifts fay ; it is but juſt that 
we ſhould pay the moſt devout and grateful Ac- 
knowledgements to the Source of ſo many immenſe 
Prodigies and Wonders. 
But then, What ſhall we ſay for all the EVI. 
that appears in the World? 1 hat there is ſuch a 
Thing as EFY1L ſeatter'd up and down through 
all the Ranks of Beings, and as it were blended and 
rive:ted in their very Eſſences, is manifeſt at firſt 
View ; and every Man has his Share of this Epide- 
mical Contagion. But whence it proceeds, Who 
can inform me ; I am not the Firſt that have aſk'd 
the Queſtion. Many Years ago, the Inquiſitive World 
was buſy in ſearching out the Root of EVIL. —— | 
8 6 
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there were almolt as many Opinions about it, as there 
were Nations on the Earth. 

Some aſſert, That all EYI1L came out. of the 
Nerth: Others derive it from the South; as if the 
Two Poles were the Centers, and Natives Seats of 
this Malady of the World. But theſe ſeem to be 
Men of ſhort Diſcourſe, and ſhallow Reaſon, ſu- 

inely Credulous, and willing to take up with any 
Thing rather than to be at the Pains of attentive, 
Contemplation. . | 

Yet this Opinion has ſo far prevail'd in theſe We/?- 
ern Parts, that the Nazarene Prieſts, when they Ce-- 
lebrate their Maſs, ftand on the North Side of the 
Altar at the Reading of the Goſpel, turning their; 
Back to that Quarter of the World. And the Rea- 
ſon they give for this Ceremony is, Becauſe in the 
Written Law it is ſaid, Out of the North comes all 
EVIL. I bave heard them ſeriouſly maintain this 
Argument, But GOD knows whether there be any, 
ſuch Place in the Written Law, or no; or, if there 
be, whether it muſt be taken in this Senſe. Yet I 
muſt confeſs, the Romans have ſome Reaſon to be- 
lieve it, having experimentally felt a great Deal of 
EVIL from the Northern Goths and Vandals, who, 
in former Ages, ruſh'd eut of their frozen Regi- 
ons, and came down like a Torrent upon Lay, 
and other Parts of Europe, making Havock of all 
Things Civil and Sacred. And if this be the Ground 
of their Ceremony, they have greater Reaſon now ta 
change their Station, and turn their -Backs to the 
South-Eaft, having been much more fatally handled. 
by the victorious Maſſ mans. 

The ancient Parthians held, That there were Tau 
Principles, or Sources of all Things, via GOOD 
and EVIL; and that there has been an eternal 
Quarrel between them; but in the End, they ſay, 
the GOOD ſhall get the Victory, and exterminate 
the EVIL. This Opinion was embraced by a 

: G 5 Seck, 
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$:4s of Chriſtians, whom they call Manichees. The 
Founder of that Set was a Perflan by Birth: His 
Name was Manes, a very learned Man, as Records 
of the E-ft teſtify ; yet the Chriſtians rank him among 
the moſt pernicious Her:t#icks, He taught, That Wine 
was the Blood of Devils and therefore forbid it to 
his Followers. He alſo prohibited the Fleſt of Ani- 
mals. This he learn'd from the Prieſts. of Egypt, 
where he reſided a conſiderable Time. 
* Bur to return to the Sentiments of Men, concern- 
ing the Origin of EYIL. There are ſome who af- 
frmGOD is the Author of it; which is not far 
from Blaſphemy. Others ſay, that when the Dewi/s 
were exterminated from the Earth, they, in Revenge, 
ſow'd the Seeds of EY1L in the Univerſe. But that 
of the Stoichs ſeem the moſt plauſible to me: For 
they aſſerted, That nothing is EV of itſelf ; but, 
that the Contrariety, which we behold in the World, 
is very good, and conduces to eſtabliſh the Order 
and Oeconomy of all Things. 

My dear Dgnet, do not eſteem me an Atheiſt, be- 
cauſe of the Liberty I take, in diſcourſing of theſe 

myſterions Things. There are a Sort of People here 

in the Vest, Whom they call Deifts, that is, Men 

ofefling the Belief of a GOD, Creator of the 

orld, * Scepticks in all Things elſe. They have 
no implicit Faith in Hiſtorical Religion, but think 
it the Part of Men, as they are endu'd with Reaſon, 
to call in Queſtion the Writings of Mortals like 
themſelves, though they had the Character of the 
greateſt Prophets. Thus they think it no Sin to can- 
vals the Books of Maſes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the 
Goſpel of Jeſus the Son of Mary, and the Alcoran of 
Mahomet, our Holy Laww-giver ; chuſing what is 
agreeable to Reaſon, and rejecting the reſt as fabulous, 
inſerted either by the Craft of Men, or the Interlo- 
ping of the Devil. 
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I proteſt, there appears to me no Reaſon to call 
theſe Men Atheiſis or Infidels. They rather ſeem to 
deſerve the Title of Philoſophers, or Lovers of Wiſ- 
dom and Truth. And 'tis from them I have learn'd 
this unwillingneſs to be impos'd on, in Matters of 
Religion. I End them in all Things Men of great 
Morality and Goodneſs, far exceeding the Zealots 
of the Age, in true Vertue and pious Actions. But 
they make no Noiſe of what they do: And whillt 
only their. Human Frailties are conſpicuous to all, 
their Benefactions lie conceal'd under the Veil of an 
unparallel'd Modeſty. FOES no l 
Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zeid Eb'r 
Raphaa, my Country-man. This was a Perſon of 
an ardent —_ and prodigious Underſtanding, edu- 
cated in the Muſſulman Law : But when he came 
to thoſe Years, wherein Men uſually examine the 
Grounds of their Religion, he ſought the moſt 
learned Men, and ſuch as are vers'd in all Sciences. 
After he had convers,d ſome Time with them, and 
found them to be Perſons of Integrity, as well as 
Men of Senſe, he propos'd to them the Conveni- 
ence of frequent Clubs among. themſelves, where 
they might, with an unreſtrained Freedom, diſ- 
courſe of all Things, and being united in an in- 
violable Friendihip, might improve one another's 
Knowledge and Virtue, without regarding the 
Legends and Harangues of the Mallab's. This Society 
compos'd Fifty Books of ſo many ſeveral Kinds of 
Science, that they call'd them Ecbhwangſſapha, or 
the Writings of the Sincere Fraternity, concealing 
their Names. They treated of Human and Di- 
vine Matters, without Reſerve, or Caution; aflert- 
ing that the Mi ſſulman Religion was corrupted and 
alienated from it's firſt Inſtitution, having im bibed 
many Errors; and that there was no Way to reſtore 
it to its primitive Purity, but by joining to it the 
Philoſophy of the 3 * a Word, they endea- 
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vour'd to reform whatever was amiſs in the Doctrines 
and Manners of the Faithful, by reducing both to 
the Standard of Reaſon. | 

I know not whether thou wilt approve. or diſlike 
their Enterpriſe. But I am ſure, thou art ſenſible, 
as well as I, that there are Eigots among the Followers 
of the Prophet, and that thoſe deſerve. Correction. 
The Devil will ſet his Foot in the Temple of GOD : 
But do not thou follow. his wh If thou do, He, 
that made the Devil, fetch thee back again. 


Paris, zoth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1650. 


—w @ 
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To the Nazin Eſchref, or Prince of the 
Emirs, at tbe Porte. 
HE Chriſtian ſay, "Tis an Argument of 
GOD's Love when he chaſtiſes them: There- 
ſore they have no Reaſon to be peeviſh, or call it an 
Effect of his Anger, that a diſmal Plague is broke out 
in the Lerritories of the Pepe, the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, and other Parts of Italy. This Contagion rages 
fo vehemently in Rome, the Capital City of the Weft- 
ern Nazarenes, that above an Hundred Thouſand 
Perſons of ſeveral Ranks have forſaken the Place. 
The Pope's Palace is ſhut up, and no Acceſs granted 
to any, not even to foreign Ambaſladors, without 
great Precaution ; and then none of their Retinue are 
admitted with them. 

"tis ſaid, Seventeen Hundred die daily in that 
City, and Six Thouſand a Day in Naples. Nay, in 
- ſome Places, the Tiving are ſcarce ſufſigient to 

bury 
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bury. the Dead. The Grand Duke of - Tuſcany, to: 
prevent the Spreading of the Infection in his Territo- 
ries, has forbid all Intercourſe between his Subjects, 
and thoſe of Pope, neither will he permit ſo much 
as a Nuncio to paſs through his. Dominions, 

This Mortality has frighted Queen Chriſtina from 
Name. She has ſent to deſire Paſſes of the Duke of. 
Sawoy, and other Princes deſigning for France. She. 
is already on her Voyage; having been preſented by 
the Pope with Ten Thouſand Crowns, to defray the 
Expences of her Travels. Here are great Prepara- 
tions making for her Reception; the King having 
ſent Orders to all the Governors of Towns and Pro- 
vinces through which ſhe, muſt paſs, to receive and 
entertain her with a Magnificence due to her Soverei 
Dignity, and worthy of the French Grandeur and 
Hotpitality. 

In the mean Time, this Court is in a ſullen Hu- 
mour, by Reaſon of a late great Loſs. they have ſuf- 
fered at Valenciennes in Flanders. This Place was 
beſieg d by the French at the beginning of this Cam- 
paign, but was reliev'd by the _ Spaniards this Mean, 
who kill'd above a Thouſand Men on the Spot, took 
Five Thouſand Priſoners, with all their Cannon and 
Baggage. Among the, Captives, of, Note, is the 
Mareſchal de Ferto Seneterre, General of the French 
Army. The Names of the others are wanting. 
Mareſchal 4e Turenne himſelf very narrowly eſcap'd 
by timely withdrawing his Brigade from the Fight, 
for which ſome ſtigmatize him with Cowardice, 
and Treachery ; whilſt others affirm, he ated the 
Part of a prudent Captain in thus retreating, ſince 
_ impoſſible to — the Battle with any Suc- 
ceſs. 

From Saueden we hear, that the Elector of Ban- 
denburgh has enter'd into a League with the King of 
Sweden, by which both their Armies are united 
againſt the King of Po/amd: And "tis ſaid, _ 
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firſt Deſign will be upon Dan/zick. That Country 
1s in a horrid Confuſion, the Nobles, Gentry, and 
Boors, being all in Arms; ſome deſerting their So- 
vereign, others adhering to his Intereſt. King Ca- 
fimir has inveſted Warſaw with an Army of Forty 
Thouſand Men. In the mean Time, the Hollander: 
have ſent a great Fleet of Ships of War into the 
Baltick Sea ; but to what End is not known, nor 
what Part they will take, whether the Swedes or Polcs. 
Yet, the latter hope for great Aſſiſtance from them, 
there having been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the Dutch and the Swedes, The Muſcovites 
alſo have enter'd Po/and with a numerous Army, and 
the Tartars are coming with another, to the Aid of 
King Caſimir. 

- 'Thus is Poland become the Stage of a moſt terrible 
War; and which Side ſoever gets the Victory, that 
unhappy Country will be near ruin d. 

Natban Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, and a pri- 
vate Agent for the Grand Seignicr, ſends me Word, 
that the Emperor of Germany hath an Army of 
Thirty Thouſand Foot, and Twelve Thouſand Horſe 
in Sileſia, who are to join with the Meſcowites, 
and do ſome conſiderable Action againſt the Seeds, 
| whoſe continual Victories, and growing Greatneſs, 

ves Jealouſy to to thoſe puiſſant Monarchs. He in- 

rms me farther, that the Emperor has diſpatch'd 
a Courier to the Prince of Tranſylvania, with In- 
eee and Letters, to engage him to a Neutra- 

ty. | 
But the young Ragor/ki is as wild as Father, and 
hates to be led by the Noſe. | 
Thou may'ſt inform the Miniſters of the Diwan, 
that Adonai the Few is dead of the Plague in Rome, 
having firſt taken Cate to tranſmit to me all the Pa- 
pers which concern the my/fericus Porte, 

This Court, at preſent, is at a Place call'd La Fer- 

in Picardy ; a Province bordering on Flanders. — 
- 3:48 whence 


4 
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whence there may be a more frequent Intercourſe bo- 
tween the King and his Camp. 

Prince of the Holy Line, I have ſent thee all the 
News that is ſtirring at this Juncture, ſaving ſome 
trivial Matters which are not worth a Muſſulman s 
Knowledge, much leſs thine, who art diſtinguiſhed 
from the Croud of True Believers, by wearing the Sa- 

cred Colour of the Prophet. 


Paris, zoth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656, 


EET TER ME 
Te Melce Amet. 


\-E RE has been a ftrange Accident lately, not 
; many Leagues from Paris, which has occa- 

ſioned various Diſcourſes, and put the Philoſophers 
upon a new Scrutiny. One Morning a certain Pea- 
ſant or Farmer, walking over his Lands, as his Cu- 
ſtom is, to number his Sheep, and other Cattle, 
miſs'd a Barn, or Store-Houſe, which ſtood in a Field 
at ſome Diſtance from his Habitation. Surprized at 
this, he haſten'd toward the Place where he ſaw 
it but the Night before: When, to his no fmall 
Aſtoniſhment, he perceiv'd, that not only the Barn, 
but a great Part of the Field wherein it was built, 
was ſunk into the Earth. He immediately ran and 
call'd ſome of his near Neighbours, to behold this 
ſtrange Spectacle : And the Fame of it ſpread. 
all over the Country. Divers learned and ingeni- 
ous Perſons have been there, to make Obſervations 
of this Accident.” But none dares venture near 
enough to the Chaſm, to look down into it; be- 
cauſe the Earth continues breaking and eg, 

| whuc 
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which makes a. Noiſe like the Salvo's of the Fazizg-. 
ries, when the Grand Sei gnior viſits the Arſanal. 
One would conclude by dbeſe uncommon Symp- 
toms, that the Earth grows ancient and weak, that 
her inward Strength and Vigour decays, and that we 
are every where in Danger of being ſwallow'd up. I 
have not Lime to write more, it being Midnight, 
and the Poſt ready to go. | | 
The Almighty and All-good GOD have thee in his 
Holy Protection. - 


Paris, zoth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


To. Tornezan Muſtapha, Beglerbog of 
Erzram. 


Will ſtill congratulate thy Happineſs even in this 
laſt Change of thy Fortune; which, though it be 
a Kind of - Deſcent from the more lofty Stations thou 
haſt poſſeſſed in the O/zan Empire, yet tis attended 
with honourable Circumſtances, and an inviolable Se- 
curity. Thou art not out of the Sultas's Favour, 
baniſhed to Eg pt, and confined to a narrow Penſion 
during thy Life, as has been the Fate of ſeveral 
Grandees : But thou art withdrawn from the Intrigues 
of State, the Toils of War, and the Plots of a Cour- 
tier's Life, to the ſweet Retirements of the Country, 
the peaceable Poſſeſſion of a rich and fertile Province, 
where thou may'ſt paſs thy Days in an uncontroulable 

Eaſe and Felicity. | 
I am not ſurprized at the Fall of ſo many Great 
Men at the Porte, nor do I much regret the Death ot 
thoſe who were known Enemies to the W ; 
| et 
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Yet is troubles me to think, how the Brave and 
the Loyal had their innocent Blood mingled with 
that of Traitors and Villains. But theſe Things are 
unavoidable in popular Inſurrections, when the So- 
vereign is compell'd to ſacrifice to the Mull itude, 
whomſoever they require. Thus fell the illuſtrious 
So/yman, among the Criminal Eunuchs, tho' he him- 
ſelf was free from Stain: But he was a Negro, and that 
was his Ruin; for the — diſcern 
the fair Qualities of his Soul. | 
Curſe on the Fool Chaban Kalfa, and double Cur- 
ſes on his rampant Wife Mu/i/y Kadin, who gave 
the firſt Occaſion to all this Diſorder, and 
of noble Blood. I remember the honeſt Solyman 
gave me once a Hint of the Feminine Debauche- 
ries practiſed in the Queen Mother's Apartment: 
But he ſpoke of it with fo much Modeſty and Reſerve, 
that it hardly made any Impreſſion on me at that 
Time.: Otherwiſe I ſhould have imparted it to the 
Vizir Azem, or ſome other Miniſter of the Divan; 
for ſo am I commanded, in Caſes that touch the Ho- 
nour and Safety of the Grand S:igazor. And I tell 
thee, this was none of the leaſt Importance. For as 
it appears, the Women were undermining the-moſt 
facred and firmly eftabliſhed Government in the 
World: They were not contented to wallow in their 
own impious and unnatural Delights, but would have 
ſet themſelves as a Pattern to others, and by. x 
have infected the whole Mu/a/man Empire with a 
new ies of Debauchery : Which, as-it „ and 
was carried on, by embezzeling the Royal Treaſures, 
ſelling of Places to Men of no Merit, Buffoons, Pimps, 
aud Aſſes ; ſo it would have ended in enervating our 
Militia, — all the Faithful, and laying the 
Empire naked to /nfidels. | 
How many Vixiri, Chaimachams, Captain Baſſa's, 
| and other O ficer, have we had kill'd this fatal Year 2: 
among the reſt I cannot but reflect on the Poiſoning ing 
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of the Chiaux Baſſa. after he was made Vizir Arem, 
as a Stroke of Divine Juſtice, for having embrued 
his Hands in ſo much Noble Blood, — enjoyed 
that Dignity once before. GOD purſues the Cruel 
with invincible Scourges. Herbie. Gi 
But what was that Achmet Basa, who took Ad- 
vantage of the Sultans Domeſtick Troubles, and Fo- 
reign Wars, to diſturb his Government in Aſia, and 
raiſe a Rebellion, which threaten d even the Impe- 
nal City itſelf ? By the Courſe of his Fortune, it 
looks, as if he were not contented with his Com- 
mand in Aſa, and therefore took this new cele- 
brated Methed, to obtain a higher Dignity,” viz. by 
Rebelling againſt his Maſter : Elſe, why was he made 
Baſſa of the Sea, in the room of Ouros, Kienan ? 
The * of Aleppo firſt brought into Faſhion this 
daring Way of growing Great. And if it be thus 
countenanced by the Grand Seignior, in all Probability, 
he will have Reaſon to make Feace with the Chri/tians, 
that he may have Reſpite and Force to employ againſt 
his own Subjects. Dai | 
Amidſt all theſe Things, nothing afflicts me ſo 
much, as the horrible our Fleet has ſuſtain'd 
at Sea. We have various Reports of this Combat; 
but in general, they agree, that the Mabulmans have 
loſt Seventy-two Ships and Galleys, with an infinite 
Number of Men; that the Venetians have taken the 
Ifles of Tenedos and Lemmos, and that they are advanc- 
ing to beſige Conflantinople, This News is a great 
while in coming to us : So that if it be true, the 
Venetians purſued their Victory, for aught I know, 
by this Time the Imperial City, the Refuge- of the 
World, may be laid in Aſhes. 

I have often propoſed the Neceſſity of Platforms 
along the Helleſpont, to guard that important Avenue 
of the Sacred Porte. Had they put in Practice Mah- 
mut's Advice, perhaps the Nazarenes would have had 


no Occaſions for their preſent Triumphs. But 
; now 
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now they banquet in the open Streets: All Chri- 

endom rings with the News of our Diſgrace. The 
Deans of Europe inſult over the Profeſiors of - 
Sobriety : Amidſt their Bowls of Wine, they Blaſ- 
pheme our Prophet, and Sing in the Praiſe of Bac- 
chus, their GOD. They menace the Conqueſt of 
Hfia, and threaten to exterminate the Mufſulmans 
from the Earth. | | 

Enraged at theſe prophane Boaſts, I ſtop my Ears, 
and turning round in a divine Phrenzy, I pray that 
GOD would baffle the Infidel. | 


Paris, 6th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


LETTER v. 


To the moſt Renowned and moſt Ilhuftrious 
Mahomes, Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


HAT incomprehenſible Majeſty which has 
no Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſure all Things 
are diſpos'd and order d, in Heaven and Earth, by 
whoſe particular Providence, for the Good of the O/- 
man Empire, thon art exalted to the Glorious Truſt, 
to be Vicar of the Vicar of GOD; augment thy 
Graces and Virtues, and bleſs thee with tuperlative 
Wiſdom, and perfe& Tranquility. 

I revere thy accompliſh'd Soul, conſummate in 
all Moral and Political Science. Thou art the moſt 
experienc'd Man in the Empire. And I ceaſed to 
condole the late Tumults and Riots at Conſtantinople, 
though their Effects were fatal to ſome brave Men, 
ſince thou art choſen to this Dignity, from whom 
the whole Empire may expect, not only a ſerener 
State of Affairs during thy Adminiſtration, but alſo 

: 2 
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a rooting up of the Cauſes of theſe publick Diſtem- 
pers, and of all other Evils which infeſt the Monar- 
chy defign'd for the Conqueſt and Reformation of the 
Whole World. 

According to the Cuſtom of the Zaff, I approach 
thee not without ſome Preſent : But pardon the 
Slave Mabmut, who can ſend thee none worthy of 
thy Grandeur. I have enclos'd in a Box, the true 
Effgies of the preſent King of France, with that of 
his Uncle the Duke of Orleuus, his Brother the Duke 
of Anjcu, and his Couſin the Prince of Conde; as 
alſo that of Cardinal Mazarini, and Queen Chriſtina 
of Sweden, who is now at the French Court. Ac- 
cept alſo from an Exile, a little Cabinet, contain- 
ing twelve Watches, of ſo many different Contri- 
vances, according to the Circular Variation of the 
Moon, in the Space of thirty-four Vears. They are 
the Work of my own Hands, therefore I ſhall not 
cammend-thens. Each is wrapt up in a Piece of Silk, 
wherein is wrought, in Arabic Letters, the Method 
of uſing it. Perhaps thou wilt find ſome Diverſion 
in trying the Experiments mentioned in thoſe Table, 
However, deſpiſe not this mean Teſtimony of Mah- 
nuts Reſpect; but conſider, that if I come ſhort 
of the curious Artiſts. in Ewrope, yet my Labour 
is paſſable enough for a Mufſu/man, among whom 
there is ſcarce another Watchmater to be found 
in the World. | 

If theu would'ſt know the Occafion of Queen 
Chriflina's being at the French Court; She came 
thither from Nome, when the laſt Moon was in the 
Wane. Her Paſſage was by Sea to Marſeilles, hav- 
ing touch'd at Genoua, and received magnificent 
Gifts from the Republick ; but they would not per- 
mit her to land, for fear of the — — which then 
_ in Rome, and was the Cauſe of her leaving that 

ty, 17 . 


How- 
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However, the French ſhewed no ſuch timorous 
Squeamiſhneſs, but receiv'd her and her Train with 
open Arms. She landed Marillen on the 2gth of 
the Seventh Moon ; and when ſhe had made her pub- 
lick Entry, the Conſuls of that City, with all the No- 
bles, met her in Coaches, the great Guns were dif- 
charg'd to welcome her, and ſhe was careſs'd with all 
the Demonſtrations of Honour, that are ſhew'd to the 
Queen of France herſelf, in her Progreſſes. 40 
Tbe ſame Entertainment ſhe receiv'd at Aix, 
Avignon, Lions, and, in fine, all along the Road to 
Paris, the Keys of the Towns being ed to 
her (for ſuch was the King's Pleaſure) and a Ca- 
nopy of State born over her Head, when ſhe enter'd 
any Town, and receiv'd the Addreſſes and Compli- 
ments of Governors, Prelates, and other great Men 
in Authority. She was likewiſe magnificenly treated 
by Princes, and the chief Dukes of the Realm : 
And on the 8th of the Ja Moon, made her Entry 
into this City on Horſeback, apparell'd like a Man : 
Where having ſtaid ſome Time, the departed for 
Compeigne, to viſit the Court, which refdes there 
It is not ſuppos'd ſhe will tarry long in France, 
but as ſoon o He hears the Plague is abated in 
Rome, and the adjacent Parts, ſhe will return thi- 
ther, to paſs away the Reſidue of her Life, in 
* Neſt of Princes and Prelates of the Nazareme 
elief. 

A little before ſhe left Rome, the Spaniards their 
had conſpired to ſeize on her Perſon, as alſo on the 
Pope ; to have murther'd the Portugal Ambaſlador, 
and ſet the City on Fire. But the Plot was diſco- 
ver'd, and Conſpirators put in Priſon : For the Sen- 
tence of Death is never paſs'd in Criminal Caſes, 
among the Nazarenes, without a formal Tryal. 


Here 
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- Here is a Rumour, as if a great Fire had, ſome 
Moons ago, broke out in Conflantinople, and conſum'd 
much of that City. I wonder none of my Friends, 
nor any other reſiding there, have {ent me an Account 
of any ſuch Thing ; which fills me with Hopes, 
that this Report is falſe. | 

From all Hands we are aſſur d, that the Swedes 
and Brandenburghers have obtain'd a great Victory 
over the Poles and Tartars at Warſaw; the Van- 
quiſh'd having loft above Six Thouſand on the Spot, 
with all their Ammunition and Baggage: And un- 
fortunate King Cafimir was forced to fly, with a 
{mall-Retinue towards Hungary. 

Twas the general 7743, we of Europe, that the 
Muſcovites and Germans would have done ſomething 
extraordinary for the Poles, and by ſome | urpriſin 
Actidn, put a Check to the Sed; Succefles an 
Triumphs. For when the Mu/cowite Ambaſſador was 
at XKoningſberg, endeavouring to withdraw the Duke 
of Brandenburgh from the Swedes Intereſts, he vo- 
mited forth terrible Menaces, in caſe they comply'd 
not with his Maſter's Propoſals. And one Day, in a 
Furious Zeal, he took a large Goblet of Wine, in the 
El:&or's Preſence, and having drank it off to the 
Czar's Health, the Barbarian ſaid aloud, Thus tall 
the Great Emperor of the Muſcovites drwour all that 
eheſe him. But now it ſeems, theſe were all empty 

ravadoes, and the M/ccvites were reſolved to ſtand 
by, and ſee who got the Better. The ſame may be 
ſaid of the Emperor, and Prince of Tranſylvania, ſo 
of the Danes and Hollanders, who now all declare for 
the ſtrongeſt Party. 

Magnanimous Y;zir, If the preſent Engagements 
and Wars in Dalmatia and Candy, beſides the Do- 
meſtick, Troubles of the Ottoman Empire, did not 
wholly employ the Arms of the Muſu/mans, doubt- 
leſs would be an Undertaking no leſs * 

an 
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than glorious, to ſuccour the diftreſs'd Caſimir, turn 
the Tide of the Gothick. Conqueſts, and oblige the 
Poles to an eternal Fidelity and Gratitude to the 
Grand Seignior. l 0 2 8 1 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


"IS 


— — 
„ th. — — 


To Abraham Eli, Zeid Hogi a, Preacher 
to the Seraglio. | 


| HAVE frequent Acceſs to the King's Library, 
1 which Favour was firſt granted me by Cardinal 
Richlieu, who often employed me in tranſlating ſome 
curious Treatiſes out of Arabick into French or Latin, 
The French ſeem very fond of Eaflern Manuſcripts, 
wherever they can meet with them : And they have 
no leſs Regard for Men who are ſkill'd in thoſe Lan- 
guages. 'That Miniſter-eſpecially was very inquiſitive 
into the Wiſdom and Learning of Aa. He mono- 
pol:z'd Perfian, Syrian, and Arabick Books, and was 
a profeſs'd Patron of Linguifts, He coveted the Ac- 
quaintance of Strangers and Travellers, that he might, 
by their Means, inform himſelf of the different Laws, 
Cuſtoms, and Religions of Foreign Countries, and of 
whatſoever was rare, and worthy of Obſervation, in 
any Part of the World, + + 

Hence it was, that I received evident Marks of 
his Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that I underſtood 
the Greet, Arabick, Hebrew, Turlib, and Sclaws- 
nian Languages. He often made uſe of me, as I 
have ſaid, and gave me free Acceſs to his own 
and the King / Library. And tho' his Succeſſor, _— 
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dinal Maxarini, is not ſo much addicted to Studies 
of this Nature as to the Affairs of State; yet he 
has continued to me the Privilege of viſiting this 
Treaſury of Learned Books, where I paſs many 


Hours. 
One Day I caſt my Eyes ona Manuſcript written 


in Arabict, and endors'd with this Title, 


[ The Original Covenant of Mahomet, 
the Prephet of the Arabians, with the 
., Profeſſers of the Faith of Jeſus, } 


and underneath was a Latin Inſcription, ſignifying, 


That this Manuſcript was found in the Convent of 
Chriſtian Fryars on Mount Carmel. I have tran- 


ſcrib'd the Contents of this Parchment, and ſent it 


incloſed to thee, that thou may'ſt judge whether 
it be real, or only counterfeit. For the Nazarene: 
aſſert it to be the true Agreement of the Meſſenger 
ef GOD; and therefore reproach all the M»//z/mans 
with Diſobedience to our Law-giver, and Breakin 

the League lign'd and ſeal d by Him, whom we cal 
the Seal of the Prophets, and witneſſed by the Four 
principal Doctors, Abu Becree, Oſmen, Omar, and 
Hali. | | 1616 

If thou wilt peruſe the incloſed Paper, it will be 
eaſy to diſcern, Whether Ve are guilty of this 
Violation of Faith, or They. For though, ſuppo- 
ling this to be the real Teſtament of the Prophet, 
as is pretended, that Favourite of Heaven grants 
many Articles of Peace, Aſſiſtance, and Friendſhip, 
to the Followers of Jeſus, with Immunity from 
Taxes and Impoſitions, Liberty of Conſcience, 
Freedom of Marriages, c. Yet 'tis evident, 
that he promiſed not theſe Things, but on cer- 
tain Conditions, to be obſerv'd on the Part of the 


Chriſtians ; as, that none of them ſhould harbour 
or 
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or hold Correſpondence with the Enemies of the True 
Believe s, or privately agco 3 with Arms, 
Horſes, Money, or any other Neceſſaries of War: 
But on the contrary, ſhould hoſpitably reccive the 
Muſſulmans into their Houſes for three Days, and 
protect them from their Enemies. If therefore the 
Chriſtians ſhould fail in any of theſe Points, the Pro- 
phet declares his Covenant to be void, and that they 
ſhall not enjoy the Indulgencies granted therein. All 
this thou wilt ſee is recommended ſolemnly to both 
Parties to be religiouſly perform d till the final Con- 


fummatian. 


Now all the Diſpute is, Whether Ve have firfl 


tranſgreſs d the Articles, or the Nazarenes ? For it 
it can be 2 that they are the firſt Aggreſſors, 
then they have no Reaſon to complain of their Miſ- 
fortunes, or accuſe the true Faithful of Oppreſſion 
and Tyranny, as they commonly do : Since it is ma- 
nifeſt, that they have drawn theſe Evils on them- 
ſelves, by their Breach of Faith and Infidelity, diſan- 
nullingthe Covenant of GOD and his Prophet, and 
forfeiting the Benefit they might have Claim'd by 
Virtue of it. Be it how it will, the Prophet is free 
fram Blame: let the Guilt ret on the Perſons that 
were criminal, | 
I know not how it comes to paſs, That the 
Chriſtians of this Age, think and ſpeak more 
reproachfully of our Holy Law-giver, than did their 
Fathers, who lived in his Time, or immediately 
after it, and who by Conſequence could better in- 
form themſelves of the Circumſtances of his Birth, 
Life, and renowned Actions. Some ancient Wri- 
ters among the Nazarene: make honourable Men- 
tion of him and his Family. They conceal not 
the early Signs of his Heroic Virtue, and the 
Grandeur to which he was deſtin d. 1 have read 
in a certain Chriſtian Author, That when the 
Prophet was but Nine Years Old, under the 
| H 155 Tuition 
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"Tuition of his Uncle Abu leb, who carried his 
glorious Charge along with him to Damaſcus, and 
that whilſt they were at Boz'r, a learned Monk 
whoſe Name was Bohira, came out of the Convent 
to meet them; and taking Mabomet by the Hand, 
in the Preſence of many Chri/tians, he ſaid alond, 
This Youth is born to accompliſh great Things : 111 
Fame ſhall be fpread from Eaſt to Weſt : Fur as he 
drew near to this Place I ſaw-a __ Cloud deſcind 
and cover him. Sultan David alſo propheſy'd of 
him, in that which the Chiſlians reckon the poth 
P/alm, and the 2d Ver ſicle: Where that divine Poet 
thus ſings, from Sion G O D hath proclaim'd the En- 
pire of Mahomet. But the Chrifiians have inter- 
preted this in another Senſe, though the Original 
remains a ſtanding Witneſs againſt them. So Mo/cs 
in the Pentateuch uttered a Myſtery when he ſaid, 
GOD came / om Sinai, he roſe up from Seir, and was 
 manifefled from Mount Paran.  Imitating hereby 
the Deſcent of the written Law to Moſes, of the 
Goſpel to Jus the Son of Mary, and of the Alcoran 
to Mahomct. The Mz:/fjiay alſo ſaid to his Diſciples, 
If Tgo net away, the Called f G O D will not come 
to You. But the Chriſtian Interpreters wilfully hide 
theſe Things from the Vulgar, leſt their Eyes ſhould 
be opened. There appears an obſtinate Malice and 
Ignorance in all their Actions. fs 
Who will not laugh at the fooliſh | Spite of the 
Spaniards ? who, in a certain Town, had a Cuſtom, 
as oft as they enter'd into the Church, or came out, 
to ſr it on a black Image of a Man fitting on an 
Aſs near the Gate. But a Mru/ulman Ambaſſador 
coming thither from the Emperor of Mococco, and 
obſerving this vain Ceremony of the People, aſk'd 
the King, What Perſon that Statue repreſented ? He 
mace Anſwer, That it was the Image of Mahomet, 
the Aratian Preplut. That cannot be, reply'd the 
Ambaſiador, ſince our Prophet neuer rode but on Ca- 


mel: : 
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mels : It is rather the Figure of the Meſſias; wuho 
indeed is recorded to haue rode on an Aſs. The King. 
troubled at this Anſwer, conſulted the Prieſts and 
learned Men, who all concluded, That the Ambaſ- 
ſador had ſpoke the Truth. And therefore, inſtead 
of offering any more Indignities to this Image, they 


fell into another Extreme, and built a Chapel for 


it, burning Incenſe to the ſenſeleſs Stock, and 
paying it divine Honours. U hus they pray'd to 
that, which but a little .before they had curſed ; 
and turn'd into a God, that which they had 
eſteem'd almoſt as bad as the Devil. G OD's Cure 
be on the Devil, and all his Adorers : But on the 
Holy Prophet, and all his Followers, may Bleſſings 
ſhower down, and reſt till the Knot of the Sphere 
is diſſolv d. * | | 


Paris, 14th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


LETTER VI. 
To Marat, Baſſa. 


| NOW for certain, that Don Juan de Braganza, 

late King of Portugal, is dead. He lett this 
World on the 6th of the laſt Moon, after he had 
been tormented Ten Days with the Stone: His 
Queen has the Supreme Power in her Hands during 


her Son's Minority, whoſe Name is Don Alphonſo. 


This young Prince was crown'd within a few: Days 


after his Father's Deceaſe, to prevent the Plots of 


the Spaniards, who ſupport a powerful FaQtion in 


the Kingdom of Fortuga/, and are not witnout 


Hopes to reduce it again to the Kingl of Spain's 
2 Obe- 


1 
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Obedience. The World is always buſy, either in re- 
covering old loſt Intereſt, or ſeeking of new. 

The Mer/bal de la Ferte, who was taken Priſoner 
by the Prince of Conde in the Battle of Valenciennes, 
and having a Price ſet for his Ranſom, had Liberty 
to go whither he would on his Parole, either to bring 
the faid Sum, or ſurrender his Perſon by à certain 
Day ; finding himſelf flighted at the Frexch Court, is 
reſolved to perform his Promiſe at the prefix'd Time, 
and go over to the Prince of Condr's Intereſt, who 
will not fail to beſtow a very honourable Command 
on a General of ſuch Merits. Oe 

In the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt plays 
Tricks with bis Maſter, and holds private Corre- 

with the German Emperor. He is a ſer- 

viceable or a dangerous Man, according as he is 
Pleaſed or diſguſted, and therefore they court him 
on both Sides. He is now at Briſac in Alſace. I 
cannot admire a Man that is thus induſtriouſly trou- 
bleſome to his Prince, without any Thing of Me. 
rit or Bravery to boaſt of, ſave his former Services 
in Cata/onia, which haye been ſufficiently 
with Royal Condeſcenſions and Favours. And 
who make a Parallel between his Caſe, and that of 
the Manſtal de la Ferte Seneterre, conſider not that 
the laft fell into his Enemies Hands enly by the 
Chance of War: Whereas the other is a wilful A 
Rate, if he embraces the Emperor's Pro — a 


no Neceſſity conſtrains him, and Honour flies in his 


Face, . 

From the North we are inform'd, That Count 
Coning mar, Generaliſſimo of the Sæuediſb Forces in 
Prufſ;a, as he was failing from M iſmar, was taken 
Captive by the Poles, and impriſen'd in the Caſtle 


of Weſjil-munden near Danizick. And the Inbabi- 


4ants of that City miſs'd very narrowly of taking 
the Queen of Sweden herielf, 'Tis 8 
: «241 Fi ye 
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have got a vaſt from the Swedes, conſiſting of 
eighteen Cheſts full of Gold, with Coffers of the 
King's Jewels, and other rich ng. | 

T King Cafimir demands for himſelf, with 
a Million of Rix-de/lars, to be paid him b 
Dantzickers ; requiring alſo, That they ſhoul fur- 


niſh bis Army with all Sorts of Ammunition and 


Proviſions: Which, thongh it be a heavy Burthen, 
yet thoſe loyal Citizens think nothing too much for 
their King, + 


The Me/comites in the gth Moen beſieg d Riga, a 


City 8 the Crown of Sweden, but have 
newly raiſed the Siege, after they have loſt above 
Ten Thoufand Men before the Place. 

This is all the News I can fend thee, fave that the 

French have taken Valencia, à City in Ztaly. 

I with I may hear as proſperous Intelli as this 
laſt from Candia, after fuch immenſe — and 
Slau 4 : But Victory is in the Diſpoſal of the An- 

of Time. | * 
F 2d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear 1665. 


LETTER vin. 
To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the 
Convent of Derviſes at Cogni in Natolia. 


T is difficult to define the particular Temper of 
my Soul, when I firſt receiv'd the News of thy 
redeceſſors Death, that Renown'd and Venera- 
ble Bedredin, who, as thy Diſpatch informs me, is 
gone to Paradiſe. I was neither in Paſſion, nor 
yet inſenſible, but wholly refign'd to the Will of 
Heaven. I confider'd his immenſe Virtues, and the 


Courſe of Nature: His wonderful Age, and more 
admi · 


H 3 


- 


the - 


— 
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Admirable Actions, a Life equally meaſured by Hours, 
and Prodigies of Piety: For he was not in the Num- 
ber of thoſe who let whole Days paſs away without 
the leaſt good Work, or without leaving any Im- 
Preſs on the Track of Tine. I expreſs my ſelf ac- 
cording to the vulgar ſaying [Time paſſes axway ;] 
Wherecas in my Opinion, Time ſtands ſtill, and only 
Ve paſs away, wich all Things ſubject to Motion 
and Change. Tis like the Miſtake of thoſe, who, 
failing on the Water think the Trees aid Mountains 
move, whilſt only they themſelves are driven before 
the Wind: Or, like the Philoſophy of thoſe," who, 
truſting to their groſſer Senſe, maintain, tke Sun 
whirls round our World, tho' according to Rea- 
ſon and better Philoſophy, that Globe of Light 
Rands flill, whilſt ours turns round its, Axle- tree, 
and ſo deceives our Eyes. Thus, whilſt we Mortals 
glide o'er the uncertain Waves of human Life, and 
pa's by the viſible and fx d Land-Marks of Time, 

ay and Night, we imagine thoſe Land-marks move, 
and not we ourſelves : Whereas Day and Night re- 


' main for ever ſtedfaſt and invariable in their ſucceſ- 


five Intervals, and only the Elements and Bodies com- 
pounded of them are ſubject to Change. | 

Minutes, Hours, Days and Years are not pro- 
pry the Meaſures of Time, but of the Motion and 

uration of all corruptible Beings : For Time is in- 
finite, and beyond all Dimenſions. In a Word. its 
no otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd from Eternity, than barely 

a Name. | | 

All that I have ſaid on this Subject is comprehend- 
ed in the 4rabian Proverb, which ſays, To-Morrow 
is z:ver. Doubtleſs there's no Paradox or Hereſy in 
ſaying, Tin always To-Deay : Or that this Hour, this 
Minute 1s Lee, And from this truth ſprung the 
Contemplation of thoſe who place Eternity in a Point 


or Iaſlant. | 
But 


* 


Vol, V. a Spy at PARIS. 131 


But to return to Bedredin, that Faithful of the 
Fi:hful, may his Soul repoſe in the Mercies of Gad, 
and his Memory be bleſs'd. May Gabriel, the Friend 
of the Prophet pray for him; then Michael, 1ſra- 
pliel, and the Meſſenger of Death, with all the An- 
gels who made Oraiſons for the divine Favourite, 
after his Tranſlatioa from this earthly State. And 
when thou and the religious Fraternity under thy 
Care have perform'd the accuſtom'd Prayers and 
Expiations for the illuſtrious Prelate deceaſed, there 
in no Queſtion but that he ſhall be in a Condition to 
intercede for you and for the whole Maſlman Em- 
8 ; For he was a perfect Saint, and the Beloved of 


OD. | 
O ſage and reverend Succeſſor of that ho/y Man, 
ſuffer me to tel! thee, 'Thy Name Hebatolla [the 
Gift of GOD) fills me with glorious Preſages of thy 
Life and Adminiftration in that renowned College, 
where the incomparable Bedredin ſhin d ſo many 
Years. Now he is gone to GOD, and to the Gar- 
dens of eternal Retirement, having left his Seat on 
Earth to thee, repleniſh'd with the ſacred Odour of- 

Virtue. | ö 

He was a religious Imitator of the Prophets, and 
of all holy Men in general; a devout Admirer of the 
M. at, and a faithful Diſciple of the Sent of GOD, 
Now he is gone to ſet down with them in the Chi- 
9e of Eden, on the Banks of immortal Streams, 
and Rivers of Wine, Milk, and Honey, which 
12 along the Alleys of Parad ſe. This is the 

ecompence of Heroick Virtue, the Crown of good 
Works, the Bliſs prepar'd for chaſte and purify'd 
Souls, who in their Tranſmigratiou from this Earth 
carry no Stains of Vice along with them: For no- 
thing impure can find Admittance into that World of 


glittering Eſſence, 
O Het atella, what is there on this obſcure Globe 


that deſerves to be compared with thoſe ſerener 
H 4 Joys 
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Þ s above, thoſe unſullied Pleaſures, that untarniſh'd 


J And yet fometimes we tafte ſtrange Felicities 
here on Earth, But dis only when the Gates and 
Caſements of Paradiſe are open, when à Celeſtial 
Wind tranſports hither the Leaves of the I rees of 
Eden, and perfumes the Air and Skies with the tranſ- 
cendent Odour of that happy Region, wafting alſo im- 
1 Sounds, Mufick in ſoft Fragments, and Echv's 
rom the Choirs of the Bit. Then 'tis the Hearts 
of Mortals feel a ſecret and 8 ſpringing 
up from the Root, this lower World (if I may fo ex- 

eſs myſelf) is all entrench'd with Pleaſure. This 

ppens not every Day, but only at the Seaſons of 
Aivine Indulgence, on the Feftivals of ſome icular 
Saints, and in the Time of the immortal Jubilee, 
when GOD exhilerates the Univerſe with uncommo 


Favours, and an infinite L . — 


As for the Reſt of our Enjoy ments, are miti- 
gations indeed of the Pains and inſeparable Miſeries of 


dis mortal Life; they prevail on us to wait the ap- 


pointed Hour of Fate, and not ourſelves out 
of the World before our Time: But they deſerve 
not to be plac'd in the Rank of true Felicities. 
However, our Patience under this Paige of 
Life, our Indifference to' Pleaſure and Pain, Pover- 
ty to Riches, Sickneſs or Health, Honour or Diſ- 
grace, with all the other Objects of Human Paſſion, 
will prove a ſingular Argument of Merit, a prevail- 


| 128 ommendation to the Life to come, and an 
eſfectual 


Paitport for Paradiſe. For he that is thus 
inſenfibly, yer willingly weaned from the fulſome 
Joys of Earth by the very Courſe of Nature and 
Decree of Deſtiny, muſt unavoidably aſcend to a 
purer Region, to a Place capable of ſatisfying his 
— 4. Soul: For Nature created no Appetite to 

it. 


This 
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This is the Life fo recommended by Fe/u: the Son 
of Mary, whoſe Character thou haft in the Li of 
thy Convent. Here I ſend thee in a Box, that whi 
by all the Nazaremes is eſteem d his true Effigies. 1 
remember I once ſaw another of the ſame Lineaments 
in the Treaſury of the Grand Seignior. Theſe Pieces | 
are very rare, becauſe not copy d by the Hands of l 
common Painters, but by the moſt celebrated Ma- 
ſters in Europe. And the original — they ſay 
was made by the M-/far himfelf on a Handkerchief. 
which he clap'd on his Face, and left his lively 
Pourtraiture. | * 

cannot aſcertain the Truth of this Tradition: 
But in regard this is one of thoſe Copies which is 
cloſetted by the greateſt Monarchs in Chriftendom, I 
fend it to thee as a worthy Ornament of thy Cell, 
without either the Peril or Scandal of Idolatry. | 

The pious Bedredin was covetous of any Memoirs 
of the Man, whether written in Hieroghyphicks 
or in the more uſual Characters of Speech. Be would 
have made no more Exception at a Picture, than 
at a Poem in Praiſe of the Holy Prophet; and I I 

ueſtion not but thou equalleſt him in the fame In- I 

I could not eaſily procure the true Picture of 1 
Jobn, ſurnam'd the Waſher ; but here I will give I 
thee a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. "This was a famous ü 
Prophet, who lived in the Days of the Me-ffas, 
and of the Race of the Prieſts. His Habita- 
tion was alto in the Deſart, for he was an 
Eremite, and lived in a Cave on one of the Moun- 
tains of Judæa : Some of the Jews took him for 
Elias, ethers for the M:/fas, and a third Sort ſaid, 
he was Mabomet, whoſe coming was foretold in the 
Book of their Law, and in the Writings of their 


Prophets. 


3 But 
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But John deny'd that he was any of thoſe, call- 
ing himſelf in Modeſty, 4 Voice or Eccho. His 
Life was very abſtemimous; for he fed only on the 
Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing 
but Water of the Fountains which ran by the Side of 


his Cave; and his Body was only cover'd with a 


on 4 Camel 's Hair uſing a leathern Thong for a 
irdle. | 
To that ſolitary Reſidence of his there was great 
Reſort of People from Je u/a/em, and the Cities 
round about; for the Fame of his Sanctity had ſpread 
through all — ard Syria. | 21 
He waſhed all his Diſciples with his own Hands in 
the Waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the 
Baptiſt or Waſher. He daily preach'd Repentance 
and good Works to the incredulous Jeaus; and open» 
ly declar'd, That Fe/us the Son of Mary, was. the 
Nas. That Holy Prophet it ſeems was one of 
5 Diſciples, and had been waſh'd by him in the 
iver Jordan. | a 
In fine, after many Years of Heroick Vertue 
and Piety, John had his Head cut off by the Or- 
der of Herod the Governor of Judæa, becauſe he 


had reprov'd the Tyrant for marrying his Brother's 


Wife. | 
Behold: theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents the 
Poor exil'd Mabmut can ſend thee, when he con- 
atulates thy Acceſſion to that. Holy Chair: Yet 
uch as theſe were more welcome to thy Prede- 
c ellor than -Gifts of Silver, Gold, or precious 
Stones; for he was a diligent Collector of choice 
Antiquities, and ſelect Fragments of Hiſtory : He 
was alſo a liberal Patron, and Encourager of Philo- 
ſophy and all Sorts of Learning. Follow thou his 
Example, and the true Faithful will be eternally 
oblig'd to thee. Thou haſt a fair Opportunity, 
there being, as I'm inform'd, the beſt Library in 
thy Convent of any throughout the Muſſulman Em- 
fire: 
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re: And the Derwiſes under thy Government are 
Men addicted to the Study of the Sciences. "Its 
ity ſuch Inclinations ſhould. want Encouragement, 
whalſt the Infide/s are every where ſo buſy in founding 
New Academies, and augmenting the Old. There 1s 
one lately erected in the Dukedom of Cleve, by the 
Elector of Brandenburgh, where the Oricntal Lan- 
guage, and Sciences are profefled. If the Nazorencs 
are thus curious to pry into our Learning, why ſhould 
we be remiſs in attaining the Knowledge of their Lan- 
uages and Hiſtories, — thereby we ſhall be in a 
ondition to know the greateſt Secrets ? 

Sage Hebatolla, Let not the /»fidels have any lon- 
er Occaſion to term us Barbarous and Ignorant : 
ut remember, That in promoting Literature, thou 

wilt perform a meritorioas Service. to the Grand 
Signior. 1 | 


Paris, 1th e the 1ſt Moon, | 
of the Year 1657. py 


— 


L E T T E R IX. 


To Selim AV Moſel, Venerable Imaum of 
the Moſch of Sancta Sophia, 


RAISE be to GOD, ſole Lord of the Zenith 

and the Nadir, Prof: Jer of infinite Reg ons, who 

hides the it Meridian in the Palm of his Hand! 

The Names of Peru and Mexico are not now foreign 

in the Ottoman, Empire, eſpecially to Travellers and 
Men of Science. : | 

When our Fathers firſt heard of America, they 

had no other Way to expreſs unknown a Part 

of the World, than by calling it the Land of the 

H 6 b Golden 
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But John deny'd that he was any of thoſe, call- 
ing himſelf in Modeſty, 4 Voice or Eccho. His 
Life was very abſtemimous; for he fed only on the 
Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing 
but Water of the Fountains which ran by the Side of 
| his Cave; and his Body was only cover'd with a 
Veſt of Camel's Hair uſing a leathern Thong for a 
Girdle. | | 
To that ſolitary Refidence of his there was great 
Reſort of People from Je aſalem, and the Cities 
round about; for the Fame of his SanCtity had ſpread 
through all Paleftine ard Syria. | ES 
He waſhed all his Diſciples with his. own Hands in 
the Waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the 
Baptiſt or Waſher. He daily preach'd Repentance 
and good Works to the incredulous Jeaus; and open- 
N That 7e/us the Son of Mary, Was the 
Nas. That - Holy Prophet it ſeems was one of 
2 Diſciples, and had been waſh'd by him in the 
iver Jordan. | | 
In fine, after many Years of Heroick Vertue 
and Piety, John had his Head cut off by the Or- 
der of Herod the Governor of Judæa, becauſe he 
ee the Tyrant for marrying his Brother's 
ife. | | | 
Behold theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents the 
poor exil'd Mahbmut can ſend thee, when he con- 
atulates thy Acceſſion to that Holy Chair: Yet 
uch as theſe were more welcome to thy Prede- 
c ellor than Gifts of Silver, Gold, or precious 
Stones; for he was a diligent Collector of choice 
Antiquities, and ſelect Fragments of Hiſtory : He 
was alſo a liberal Patron, and Encourager of. Philo- 
ſophy and all Sorts of Learning. Follow thou his 
Example, and the true Faithful will. be eternally 
oblig'd to thee. Thou haſt a fair Opportunity, 
there being, as I'm inform'd, the beſt Library 'in 
thy Convent of any throughout the Muſſulman Em- 
gare: 
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ire: And the Derviſes under thy Government are 
Men addicted to the Study of the Sciences. Lis 
ity ſuch Inclinations ſhould, want Encouragement, 
whilſt the Infidels.are every where ſo buſy in founding 
New Academies, and augmenting the Old. There is 
one lately erected in the Dukedom of Cleve, by the 
Elector of Brandenburgb, where the Oriental Lan- 
guage, and Sciences are profeſſed. If the Nazarenes 
are thus curious to pry into our Learning, why ſhould 
we beremiſs in attaining the Knowledge of their Lan- 
uages and Hiſtories, — thereby we ſhall be in a 
ondition to know the greateſt Secrets ? | 
Sage Hebatolla, Let not the Idols have any lon- 
er Occaſion to term us Barbarous and Ignorant : 
ut remember, I hat in promoting Literature, thou 
wilt perform a meritorious. Service to the Grand 
Signicr. 


Paris, 19th e the 1ſt Moon, v5; 
of the Year 1657. . 
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To Selim Al Moſel, Venerable Imaum of | 
"the Moſch of Sancta Sophia. 


RAISE be to GOD, ſole Lord of the Zenith 

and the Nadir, Prof: er of infinite Reg ons, who 

hides the fit Meridian in the Palm of his Hand! 

The Names of Peru and Mexico are not now foreign 

in the Ottoman Empire, eſpecially to Travellers and 
Men of Science. | | 

When our Fathers firſt heard of America, they 

had no other Way to expreſs unknown a Part 

of the World, than by calling it the Land of the 

H 6 | Golden 
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| Golden Mines, becaufe of the Abundance of that Me- 
tal which was brought from thence by the 8 
now we ate no | to that 
remote Continent. Commerce and 17 k have 
render d all the known Nations of the Earth familiar 
one with another. And I remember, when I was at 
Confiantinople, the Names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, 
— bt rl the tron as the 

ames doflan, gan, an, or 
other Pro gr . 85 that a — would — 
been ge at, whoin ſpeaking of America, ſhould 
have uſed any Circumlocutions, as to call it the Empire 
of the Golden Mines, the World beyond the Great 
Fe, or the like. A 

vet we midſt confeſs, our Knowledge in this Kind 
is owing to the Frauli, who ſail into thoſe far diſtant 
Regions, and at their Return communicate their In- 
telligence and Obſervations to us; for elle we had 
been altogether Strangers to the Hifſlory of that 
New World. | 

It was firſt difcover'd by Chrifopher Columbus, 2 
Cenocſe, in the Year 1492, of the Chriſtian's Hegira, 
This Man had a happy Genius in contemplating the 
Motion of the Sun, and the Frame of the Univer/c. 
He was no Stranger to the Extent of our | Continent, 
and the Situation of all it's Parts: He had been 
often at Sea, and ſeen divers Regions : and particu- 
larly when he was in Portugal, the moit * 
Part of Eurepe, he took great — to walk on 
the Shore in the Evenings, add obſerve the Setting 
of the Sun. This Cuftom of his produc'd various 
1 houghts in is Breaſt, But what was of moſt Im- 
Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, that it could not 
conſiſt with the O/ der of Nature, that the Sun, after 
he left our Merl. ſerv d only to give Light to the 
Fiſhes, or glid the Waves of the Weftern Ocean: 
Therefore, on good Grounds he concluded, —_ 

” | 05 
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muſt be fome awniknown Lana, beyond thoſe mighty 
Trat of Sea, which waſn d the fern Shores of 
Ruropt and Africh. | | 
This Thought made him uneaſy, and put him 
on a Reſolution of attempting a Diſcovery. He 
Propoſals to the Republict of Gmmonan, but was rejeft- - 
ed. Then he addreſſed himſelf to Henry VII. at the 
Englyh Court ; where not finding he 
went to the King of Spain, who approving his De- 
farniſh'd him with two Ships. He fail don the 
Ocean for the Space of iwo Moons without ſeeing 
any Land, which made his Mariners mutiny, their 
Provifion falling ſhort. They threatened to throw 
him overboard, if he would not return. But he 
with mild Words, and ſtrong Reaſons, appeas'd their 
Fory ; promiſing to fail back again, if they ſaw not 
Land within three Days. On the third , the 
Boy on the Main · top- maſt faw a Fire, and within a 
few Hours afterwards, they came within View of 


When he had made his Obſervations, and done 
what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, he return d 
2 the King of Spain an Account of his Expe- 

103, | 

After his Death, Americus Ye/putiue was ſent to 
conquer the un&nown Regions ; from whom, that whole 
Contient is call d America ; but methinks, not with» 
out ſome Ingratitude to the firſt Diſcoverer. | 

It would be endleſs to recount all the particular Ad- 
ventures of the Spaniard: in theſe Parts, with their 
Cruelties and Maſlacres: Suffice it to ſay,” to the 
eternal Infamy of that Nation, that according to their 
own Writers, they Butcher d in cold Blood above 
Twenty Millions of the Natives, in the Space of 
Twenty Years : And all this for the Lucre of their 
Gold ; though under the Pretence of propagating the 
Chriſtian Religion. - a 
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| Golden Mines, becaufe of the Abundance of that Me. 
tal which was brought from thence by the 8 
Marui, ſince their Conqueſt oor _ 2 
now we ate no Strangers to that 
remote Cantinent. Commerce a Taue have 
render d all the known Nations of the Earth familiar 
one with another. And I remember, when I was at 
Confiantinople, the Names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, 
— * yr N the 3 as the 
ames Hide Au, ö 4, i an, Or an 
other 2 J. 80 that a N would — 
been laught'd at, ho in ſpeaking of America, ſhould 
have uſed any Circumlocutions, as to call it the Empire 
of the Golden Mines, the Worid beyond the Great 
Sea, or the like. 2 
Yet we moſt confeſs, our Knowledge in this Kind 

is owing to the Franks, who fail into thoſe far diſtant 
Regions, and at their Return communicate their In- 
telligence and Obſervations to us; for elſe we had 
been altogether Strangers to the Hiſlory of that 
New World. | 

It was firſt difcover'd by Chrifopher Columbus, a 
Cenocſe, in the Year 1492, of the Chriſtian's Hegira, 
This Man had a happy Genius in contemplating the 
Motion of the Sun, and the Frame of the Univer/c. 
He was no Stranger to the Extent of our Continext, 
and the Situation of all it's Parts: He had been 
often at Sea, and ſeen divers Regions : and particu- 
larly when he was in Portugal, the molt I berg 
Part of Eurepe, he took great —_ to walk on 
the Shore in the Evenings, and obſerve the Setting 
of the Sun. This Cuftom of his produc'd various 
't houghts in Ks Breaſt. But what was of moſt Im- 
port, his Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, that it could not 
conſiſt with the Order of Nature, that the Sun, after 
he left our War/d, ſerv d only to give Light to the 
. Fiſhes, or glid the Waves of the Weftern Ocean: 
Therefore, on good Grounds he concluded, there 


mult 
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muft be fome anknown Lang, beyond thoſe mighty 
Tracts of Sea, which waſk'd the Vfern Shores of 
Europe and Africh. | | 

This Thought made him uneaſy, and put him 
on a Reſolution of attempting a Diſcovery. He 
Propoſals to the Republict of Genana, but was reject - 
ed. Then he addreſſed himſelf to Henry VII. at the 
Exgliſs Court ; where not finding 

went to the King of — who approving bis De- 
ſign, farniſh'd him with two Ships. He do the 
Ocean for the Space of two Moons without ſeeing 
any Land, which made his Mariners mutiny, their 
Provifion falling ſhort. They threatened to throw 
him overboard, if he would not return. But he 
with mild Words, and ſtrong Reaſons, appeas'd their 
Fury; promiſing to fail back again, if they faw 
Lad within three Days. On the third A 
Boy on the Main-top-maſt faw a Fire, and within a 
few Hours afterwards, they came within View 


When he had made his Obſervations, and done 
what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, he return'd 
to give the King of Spain an Account of his Expe- 
10N, | 
After his Death, Americus Ve/putiue was ſent to 
conquer the zn4nown Regions ; from whom, that whole 
Cantient is call'd America ; but methinks, not with» 
out ſome Ingratitude to the firſt Diſcoverer. | 
It would be endleſs to recount all the particular Ad- 
ventures of the Spaniards in theſe Parts, with their 
Cruelties and Maſlacres: Suffice it to ſay, to the 
eternal Infamy of that Nation, that according to their 
own Writers, they Butcher d in cold Blood above 
Twenty Millions of the Natives, in the Space of 
Twenty Years : And all this for the Lucre of their 
Gold ; t under the Pretence of propagating the 
Chriſtian Religion. - , 
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I will not liſt myſelf in the Number of thoſe who 
pretend to be GOD's Privy Counſellors, neither will I 
preſume to deſcant on Things out of my Reach: But 
the Spaniards have lately felt a terrible Blow in Peru; 
which, if it be not a Mark of the Wrath of Heawer, 
is at leaſt-a Sign that the Earth is weary of them, eſ- 
ally in thoſe Parts, where they have ſtain'd it with 
much innocent Blood. „ "rp? 

The City Lima, not many Moons ag, was all 
ſwallow'd up by an Earthquake; and Calas another 
City not far from it, was conſum'd by a Shower of 
Fire out of the Clouds. Eleven | houſaud Spaniards 
loſt their Lives in this Calamity ; and the Earth de- 
voured a Hundred Millions of refin'd Silver, which 
the Lucre of the Spaniards had forced out of its 
Bowwels. All the Mountains of Potoſi, from whence 
they dug their choiceſt Metal, were level'd with the 
Plain, and no more Hopes of Gold were left to their 
inſatiable Avarice. deln . ve, 

I leave the Judgments of theſe Events to thee, 
who art of the Holy Line, full of reſplendent 
Thoughts, prophetick 7{harif; conſecrated Emir, 
Glory of the Houſe of Mahomet. Yet give me leave 
to tell thee, -that this Calamity of the Spaniards in 
part reſembles the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the reſt of the nine Cities in the Lake. The 1nfidels 
ſay there were but Five. Let them alone in their 
Error; tis certain the Mu/ſju/mans have the only, 
true Hiſtory of former Times, Doubtleſs, GOD is 
ſevere in Chaſtiſements, when he is incens'd againſt 
a Nation. Witneſs the People of Ad and Themad, 
with the Men of the Valley of Smoke, and the City 
whoſe Inhabitants were in one Hour all turn'd into 
Statues of Stone, and are to be ſeen at this Day, as 
a ſtanding Monument of Heaven's Diſpleaſure. Vet 
no Nation is ruin d till it ruin itſelf, as G OD ſpeaks 
in the Alcoran. | 


7h 
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O Emir, in thoſe Veins run the moſt purify'd 
Blood in the World, pray for Mahmut, Fhat he 
may never turn Fpoffate-from GOD and his Prophet, 
nor do any Thing which may hur him to an un- 
timely Fate. | 


Paris, 17th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


LETTER X. 
20 Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


HIS following Summer, if all Reports be 

true, is like to afford ſome Campaigns of 
Blood. The general Diſcourſe here is, That the Grand 
Signior will ſpeedily have an Army of Three Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men in the Field; Part to act in Da/- 
matia and Canay againſt the Yenetians ; the reſt to 
be employ'd againſt the P:rfans,. the more inveterate 
Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. 

That ſaucy Ambaſſador mal Bir Couli Can de- 
ſerv'd the Puniſhment was inflicted on him for his im- 
pertinent Huff, and drawing his Sabre in the Pre- 
ſence of the greateſt Monarch of the World. And 
let it be an eternal Precedent to the Envoys of Fo- 
reign Princes, that they may learn a Leſſon of Mo- 
telly, when they addreſs to the Lord of their Lords, 
_ not, by Preſumption, incenſe the King of the 

arth.. . ; 8 
But 'tis apparent, this Ambaſſador took Advan- 
tage of our Troubles: He ſwell'd with a vain 
and falſe Idea of the Perſian Puiſſance: Beſides, 
they ſay, his Mafter has enter'd into a ſolemn 
League with the Czar of Muſcovy againſt the ſhin- 
ing Empire. And tis certainly known here, that 
wo 
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Two Ambaſſadors are arrir d at Venice from that Po- 

tent Emperor of the North ; and others are expected 
from Perſia ts negotiate a Tripartite League between 
thoſe Crows: and that Republick, againit the Vido- 
rious Oſmans. Hence I ſuppoſe it was, that the rude 
Heretick took the Boldneis to commit an Action, 
which all the Za, puniſhes with Death. Neither is 
it any Thing to the Purpoſe, what the Chrifiian; of 
theſe Parts lay, That the Perſons of Ambaſſadors are 
Jacred: For much more fo are the Perſom of Sove- 
reigns, And fo long as an Envoy obeys the Lax of 
Nations, in only delivering his Meſlage with Reſpect 
and Civility, that Lew will protect him from all In- 
juries. But if he muſt needs leap over his own Fence, 
and inſtead of appearing like an Ambaſader, he will 
act the Part of an 4/2ffn, a Furigſe, a Contemner of 
Majeſty, he can expect no better Treatment, than 
what 1s due to his audacious Inſolenee: He throws 
off with Scorn the Protection that his Chraracter 
claims, and in a mad Bravads courts the Revenge of 
the State. 

This mae had all along been counted a bold 
Fool in the Court of Pera. He has committed a 
Thouſand wild Pranks at /þahan, more * 
7 than a Wiſe Miniſter of State. Yet hi 

r ſtill wink'd at his Extravagancies/for his Fa- 
ther's Sake, who did many notable Services to that 
Crown; among which, his recovering Candahar 
from the Mogul was none of the leaft ; it being the 
only Town which commands the Frontiers of Perſia 
ad the nales. | 

For this and other Merits, Sha Sophi prefer'd 
both him and his Son to the moſt confiderable 
Governments and Offices in the Empire ; wherein the 
old Man acquitted himſelf fairly to the laſt, But 
this young Buffoon grew unweildy with tov much 
Honour, affronted the Granaees, and play d —=_ 
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the Ving himſelf, for which he had once like to have 
been caſt to the Dogs. But at the Interceflion of ſome 
of his few Friends that Puniſhment was remitted, and 
chang'd into Exile ; whilſt his Enemies made uſe of 
his Abſence to ruin him. 

They were ſome of the greateſt Lords of the Conrt, 
who bore him a Grudge, and they had hourly the 
King's Ear; which Advantage they made uſe of to 
inſinuate fach an ill Charader of mac, that he 
knew no better Way to be handſomely rid of him, 
than by ſending him on this deſperate Embaſſy to the 
Myſterious Porte: Chuſing rather that he ſhould fall 
by the Grand 8:ignir's Command, than by his own, 
who had reap'd fo much Benefit from the Services o 
his Father. . 

By this thou may'ft diſcern, That the King of Per» 

a is earneſtly reſolv'd on War, without regarding 
how his Herald that proclaiar'd it is receiv d: For that 
Ambaſſa dur deſerves no other Title, who comes not 
with the accuſtom'd Pr-/ents and Supplication; but 
with an Addrefs of a haſher Style, neing En- 
mity at his very firſt Approach to the Feet of the In- 
vincible Sultan Mahomet. | | x 

After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, and the 
other Bes of the Empire, axe ſo ready to aſſiſt our 
Great aſter. For I am aſſured, that from your 
Perſonal and Voluntary Centribations, he has receiv'd 
a Supply of Thirty Millions of Aſpers, beſides the 
conſtant Revenues, Cuftoms, Tributes, and Subfidics of 
the Empire. This is noiſed all over Chy7 yet 
the Cot os — much to 2 the — — 

uences of thoſe vaſt Preparations ; judging 
will be employ'd hk, than in —— 
of their Dominions, except in Dalmatia, where theſe 
Isfidels traſt to the Strength of their Forts, and the in- 
acceſſible Heighth of Rocks. 


But 
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Put He that laid the Foundations of the Earth, 
and cauſes it to tremble when he pleaſes, the ſame 
GOD form'd the lofty Mountains, and can level them 
with Plains to ferve the Followers of his Prophet: 
Even as the Stones came voluntary to ſalute the 
divine Meſenger himſelf; the Trees rowz'd them- 
ſelves as out of a deep Sleep, and the Earth yeild- 
ing on all Sides to the forcible Motion of the in- 
tired Roots, they walk'd out of the Places, and 
compes'd an Unbrella over the Head of Mahomet, 
when he was ready to faint with the violent Heat of 
the Sun 

Thus ſhall the EFlemerts conſpire to aid the True 
Believers : And when they fight for the Alcoran 
againſt Inder, GOD ſhall endue the inanimate Beings 


with Faith and D:wotion. 2 
Paris, 7th of the 24 Mon, 
of the Year 1657. 


_—_— 


LETTER XI. 
To Mchemet, an c Eunuch, in 
Egypt. 


REPARE thyſelf with a Conſtancy of Spirit be - 
coming a Maſſulman, when thou ſhalt underſtand 
that the beſt Friend thou haſt in the World is gone to 
Paradiſe. May GOD grant him the Repole of a True 
Belicwer, an Apartment of ſingular Delight. For tis 
the brave Solyman | ſpeak of, who not only deſerves . 
thy moft grateful Vows for ſaving thy Life, bat has 
done a Thouſand meritorious Actions beſides, which 
now crowns him with Chaplets of Immortality. 


I wich 
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I wiſh I could have been the Relater of better News 


to my baniſh'd Friend. But perhaps thou halt heard 


of his Death already, by ſome Veſſels from Conſtanti- 
nople, and 'twill be needleſs to ſay any Thing as to 


his untimely Fate, or the Tragedies of the Seraglio, 
and Imperial City. 

It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a Thing unac- 
countable, that there can be no means found out to 
prevent theſe dangerous In ſurrections of the Soldiers, 
and that the moſt formidable Empire on Earth 
ſhould be thus frequently ſhock d by her own Sub- 


jc Mabemet, the Things of this preſent World 


are a perfect Riddle, and our Life itfelf is but the 
Shadew of a Dream. Thou haſt experienc'd the 


Inconſtancy of Fortune, and that there is nothing 
on Earth deſerves a wiſe Man's Confidence: There- 


fore, if J may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thy 
ſelf from the trivial Affairs of Mortals. Let not 


the natural Fondneſs which thou may'ſt poſſibly 


have for my former Curtiy Life of the Seraglio, 
return to diſquiet thy Sal. A Man may be happy 
any where, that knows how to be contented. Na- 
ture is ſerv'd with a Little; and we ought to eſteem 
our irregular Appetites as Foreigners. If our For- 
tune be not extended to the larger Meaſure of our 
Wiſhes, tis eaſy to contract and adequate our Minds 
to our Fortune. | 


Thou may'ſ carve to thyſelf various Sorts of 


Felicities in Egypt, and render Caire as pleaſant to 
thee now, as Conftantin:ple was formerly. Virtue 


makes all Places delightful. If thou art for an 


active Life, there's Buſineſs enough in that populous 
City; and Opportunities are never wanting to a 
Man that is ready to lay hold on them. - Beſides, tis 
the oper Character of Egypt, That whoſoever 
dwells in it finds an Employment ſuitable to his 
Inclination. But if thou art Melancholy and Con- 


templative, in my Opinion thou could'ſt not have 
choſen 


- — — — —— 
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ehoſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch a Tem- 


PWere I in thy Station, I ſhould make fi t Vi- 
fits to the Pyramids, and never be weary of ſearching 
out the Antiquity of thoſe admirable Structures. 
There is hardly any Thing made by human Art, 
which has put me more important Studies and 
Diſquifitions, than the Original of _ 
Fabricks. They far ſurpaſs in Grandeur aud Magnih- 
cence the moſt renown'd Buildings of the Greek and 
Roman Empires, even in the Zenith of their moſt flou- 
riſhing State. And I would fain learn Men they 
were firſt erected, by hom, and for Fhat End? 
For I cannot believe what Jeſepbhus the Fei Hiſto- 
rian reports of them, That were built in the 
Time of Mz/cs their Laww-giver, and that all thoſe of 
the Heorew Nation, amounting to ſome Hundreds of 
To, were employ'd 1 Slaves to the Work, 
y the Mg then ing in b. | 
J have pho 4 x. Jo = Grecian, Di:doras 
the Sicilian, with Strabo, Pliny, and other Writers, 
who have all taken great Pains to ſearch into the 
Antiquity of the Pyramids : Yet after all their Tra- 
wels in Egypt, all their Converſe with the Pri. 
of that Country, they ſeem to have receiv'd but 
ſmall Light in this Affair; leaving Things in Un- 
certainty, and not agreeing in their Accounts. 
One will have them to —— defign'd for Szpulchres 
of the Kings ; another fays, they were built by 
TFoſeph the Hebrew, the Vizir of Egypt, and that 
they were the Granaries where he laid up Seven 
Years Proviſion of Corn, againſt the Famine which 
in his Days afflicted the Earth. Thus they differ 
in their Sentiments. And our Countryman Ibn 
Abd Alhoakm declares, That when he was in Egypt. 
he could not draw from any of the Prizffs the 
leaſt Certainty as to the Age of theſe TR 


* 
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their Founders. Which makes him - conclude, That 
ſince there was no Memory or Footſteps of their Ori- 
inal left among Men, it 1s probable they were built 
ore the F. | 
This es exactly with what others of our 
rabian' Writers, have deliver'd concerning King 
Saudrid, who reign'd in Egypt Three Hundred Years 
before the Deluge, They relate ſtrange Things of 
this Prince; and among the reft, that he dreamt, 
The fixed Stars cams denun from Heaven to the Earth, 
overturning all Things with the Violence of their pre- 
eipitate Fall. Being much troubled at this Vr, 
he ſent for the Pri:fs and Sager; who when they 
were aſſembled together in the King's, Palace, 4c: - 
won their Cater, or Prince of the Aftrologers, told 
the Aing, That a Year before, be had ſeen a Vifion, 
 avhich made a deep Im r. on on his Mind. For theſe 
eeleftial Orbr appear d to deſcend ſo low, as to touch 
the Earth, fo that the Stars were mingled among Mey, 
' Then he lift up his Hands above his Head, in hit Dream 
to keep the Heaven from quite opprefing Mortals with 
ii Weight. Whilſt I was in this Poflure, ſaid he, 
methought I addreſſed myſelf to the Sun, beſeeching the 
reſplendent Gad to retire with all its glitterin Fain 
of Light to their ancient Station on High, Whercupon 
the Sun made anſuer, When I ſhall baue accompliſhed 
Three Hnudred Circuits, the Heavens will return to 


their proper Places, 

Whes Alcimon had related this Yifion, the King 
commanded the Afrologers to erect a Scheme of the 
preſent Configurations Above, and tell him what 
they preſaged. They did fo, and all That 
a Deluge Foald Firſt overflow the whole Earth, 


* 


= that Afterauards it ſhould be totally deſtroy'd by 
e. 

Upon the hearing of this, ſay, King Saudrid, 
** the Pyramids Ay 4 built, carrying all 
his Riches into them with the Tables of the Myfte- 
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. Pyramid, was in being long before the Days of 
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wious Sciences, and Laws, and whatſoever was 
efteem'd precious and worthy to be preſerv'd from 
the General D-firudtion. And the Annelie of Egypt 


_ ay, that he commanded theſe Words to be engraved 


on them. 


J Saudrid laid the Foundation of the Py- 
ramids, and finiſh'd them in Six Tears : 
Zit I challenge any future King to de- 
moliſh them in Six Hundred Tears; tho 
it be much eaſier to ruin than to build. 
I cover d em with Silks ; let any Man 
after me cover them with Mats, if he 
can. - 


In thus aſſerting Saud-id to be the Founder of the 


. Pyramigs, it ought to be underſtood only of ſome 


of the Greateſt ; and that the other ſucceeding Prin- 
ces (perhaps after the Flood, ) ſpur d on with Emula- 


tion and Deſire of Glory, built the reſt ; which is the 


only Way to reconcile our Arabian Writers to He- 
rodotus Diodorus, and other Hiſtorians of the V. e/t, 


who aſſign Chops or Cbemais, with Chephern, Cha- 


bryis, and Mycerinus the Son of Chemnis, as Founders 
2 ſome, particular Pyramids. Whilſt Hrabo and 
Pliny aſcribe the Building of one to Rhodepe, 2 


famous Strumpet, or at lealt to ſome of her 


Paramours. 

Doubtleſs, there is great Obſcurity and Con- 
fuſion in the Records of the Arcients' about the 
exact Time when thoſe illuſtrious Monuments were 
built, which yet is an impregnable Argument of 


their Antiquity; ſince, when our Author aſſerts 
this or that Ling to have built a Pyramid, another 


demonſtrates the contrary, by proving, 'that "Fhat 


the 


W 
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the ſuppos'd Founder, Neither can I find any Con- 
currence of Authoritics ſo rational and exactly 
agreeing, as that of the 4rabians, who. all unani- 
mouſly deliver as a certain Truth, That theſe” un- 
parallel'd Strufures were- built long before the 
Flood. All which is confirm'd by the Egyptian An- 
nals themſelves, penn d by thoſe of the Coptite Race, 
who deſcended from Coptim, Son of Maſar, the Son 
of Bauſer, the Son of Cham, the Son of Noah ; witn 
whom and his Family, Philemon the good P, ig 
made an Alliance by Marriage, and in their 
Cuſtody were the Records and Traditions of the ofd 
World. | 

But, if it be granted, dear Eunuch, That thoſe 
Hiſtories are true which relate the Tranſactions of 
the Kings of Eg 7 before the Flood; what Reaſon 
have we to call in Queſtion the Fragments of Ma- 
nethos, a Prieſt of Egypt; or the Genealogy and 
Succiſſon of Egyptian Monarchs deliver'd by Hero 
dotus ; or the Chronological Regiſters of Egypt un- 
folded by Diodorus, which carry up the Reign of 
their Kings to above a Thouſand Years beyond any 
other the moſt early Epecha of the Creation, except 
that of the MHrians, or the intermiddle Aſcent 
of pait Ages in the Records of the Ching and 
Indians t | 

I know not what to call it, whether the Cow- 
ardice of the Intel/z&, which dare not venture to 
launch into ſo vaſt a Speculation ; or its Sth, 
which will not take the Pains to unfold and ſtretch 
its drowzy Faculties on the moſt natural Idea in 
the World. Tis true, indeed, we cannot without 
ſome Fatigue contemplate ſtedfaſtly the Eternal 
Exiſtence and Duration of Things. * 1s an immor- 
tal Thought, that can traniport the Soul back 
through ſuch an infinity of Ages. Yet the Pleaſure 
is agreeable to the Uncertaking ; becauſe Truth, 
lerene as the Mornings in Fgyp/, enlightens the 
| | Proſpect 


| fefted Umb 


Aeli, who pay divine Honours to certain Mighty 
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Proſpect, and tempts the Mind, if twere poflible, 
to look even 1 — Eternity itſelf: Whereas, He 
2 only conſines his A ws narrow rs 

particular Hiffories, is like a Man in a Vilder- 
weſ5, or @ low and ſhady Vale, where his Eye is 


curb'd with the Interpoſition of Thickets, uneven 
Ground, and envious Encloſures. For ſuch are the 
dark Controverſies, inextricable Difficulties, and af- 
es of moſt Writers, who never durſt 
ountains of receiv'd Opinion ; or if 


peep o'er the 


they did, they faacfully or maliciouily hid their 


Diſcoveries from the reſt of Mortals. I tell thee, as 
GOD is Eternal, there cannot be aſſign d an I»/ftarce 
of Time, wherein the World did not exiſt. For the 
Fr fi Matter flows as naturally from his E/ence, as 
Jaght from the Sun. 6 
thou adoreſt any other GOD but this, thou 
wilt be found in the Numbers of Halatert and Infi- 
Angels, Arebitects, as they believe of the Uni- 
De ſe. 


| behold Houſes, Caſtles, and t Cities 
built by Mortals, and at a certain Period ruin d by 
Fire, Water, Earthquakes, other Accidents ; or 
deſtroy'd by the E of War: From hence they 
form a Notion of the World's Original and Cata- 
firophe :; They confider the Animals, Plants, and 


Minerals; that every Individual! periſhes in Time; 


and that even in the Heavens there are ſtrong Symp- 


tms of Corruption and Alteration. Hence they col- 


let Arguments to prove the Weakneſs and Decay 
of univerſal Nature, which they vainly compare to 
the Life of a Man, a Beaſt, or a Tree. And as they 
have their appointed Scans of Birth, Growth, 
Maturity, Decay, and Death; ſo it is with the 
Univerſ:. | 

But all this is Sophiftry; or to ſpeak more favour- 
ably, we ought to charge it to the ——_ of 
7 * 
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ſhort Meditation. For tho' the Inaividuals of all 
Kinds are chang'd, ceaſe and aiſappear at their ap- 
pointed Periods ; yet their Species or Kinds themſelves 
remain for ever before our Eyes. As faſt as one Man 
dies another is born; and ſo it is with the Brutes : 
And the Seaſons of the Year in their proper Courſe 
renew all the Vegetables: We find the Elements, the 
Sun, Moon, Stars, and Earth remain unchangeable. 
And why then ſhould we think they were not always 
ſo, and will not continue ſo for ever? Or if this be 
too bold a Stretch, let us conceive them, at leaſt 
much more ancient and durable, than they are gene- 
rally thought to be. And if theſe greater Beings thall 
. o a Change in their outward Forms, we may 
yet believe their Sub/ances will remain for ever. 
But whether corporeal Beings are thus laſting or no, 
we have ſomething in us that can never periſh. Our 
Souls are Inmortal, and need not the Enbalming of 
Egypt to preſerve them from Corruption. 
Therefore, dear M:h:met, Since we are deſtin'd 
to live for ever in one State or other, let us not fear 
Death, which is but a Minute's Slumber, a ſhort 
Trance, out of which we ſhall immediately awake, 
to encreaſe our Knowledge and Experience of thoſe 
Myſteries and Secrets of Nature, which at preſent are 
id from us. In a Word, Let us live like Philoſo- 


hers, and then we may hope to die with the ſame __ 


quanimity of Spirit as he did, who in his laſt Ago- 
nies, being aſk d by his Friends, Where was all his 
Philoſophy now Anſwer d. I am juft entring on anew 
Diſcovery concerning the Nature of Salt. And with 
that Word he expired. | | 


Paris, 7th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XII. 
To the moſt Venerable Mufti. 


F the publick Seditions ſhould always continue, or 

be as frequently renew id as they have lately been 

at Conſlantinople; and if their Effects ſhall be equally 
fatal to the Grandes, as has been this laſt horrid Mu- 
tiny of the Soldiers; to congratulate any Man's Riſo 
to an eminent Dignity, will be but to flatter him, and 
Addreſſes of {7 cds muſt be eſteem'd no better 
than mock Compliments, civil Inſults, and faſhion- 
able Sarcaſms: Since at this Rate, great Honours 
ought to be look d on no otherwiſe, but as direct Ad- 
vances and nearer Approaches to Infamy and Death; 


when a Man is exalted from an obſcure Faſtneſs and 


humble Security to the glorious Hazard of a preci- 
pitate Fall, 2 

"Tis therefore when I come to kiſs the Duſt of 
thy Feet among the Croud of True Believers, and to 
welcome thee to the moſt ſacred and ſublime Vicarſbip 
on Earth, Idraw near with an Indifference ſuitable to 
a Muſſulman, wiſhing thee not more Joy than Safety 
in that myſterious Station, but ſuch a Temperament 
of both, as is due to thy Sanctity and incorrupt Ac- 
tions. In a Word, I wiſh thee a perpetual Immunity 
from thy Predeceflor's Temptations, and from his 
Crimes; and then thou ſt not fear his Misfor- 
tune and Diſgrace. 

Let not what I have ſald paſs for an Argument 
of Diſreſpect and Undutifulneſs to the Heir of Pro- 
phetick and Apoſtolick Revelation, the great Patri- 
arch of the Faithful. I reverence both thy Office 
and Perſon, yet am commanded to avoid Flattery 
and partial Addreſies when I write to the 4 
8 | ; ges 
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Sages in the Empire. And had not this Injunftion 
been laid on me, my own natural Temper would 
prompt me to ſhun that Vice which renders a Man ſo 
much leſs than himſelf, by how much he exalts ane» 
ther above his due. | | 

I have often propos d to thy Predeceſſor, the migh- 
ty Benefit that would redound to the whole Ottoman 
Empire, if Learning were more encourag'd, and the 
Hiftories of Foreign Nations were tranſlated into the 
familiar Language of the Mu//ulmans. 

It is, that thoſe who are deſtin'd to ſubdue all 
Things, and have already ſpent their glorious Con- 
queſt through the greateſt Part of the Earth, ſhould be 
acquainted with the Tranſactions of former Times, 
the Wars of illuſtrious and brave Heroes, the Riſe 
and Fall of ancient Kingdoms, and in general, the 
moſt noted Revolutions in the World. From ſuch 
Records our Generals and Military Men may draw 
Examples of Fortitude and Patience, Conduct and 
Prudence, in all the Fatigues and Difficulties of War. 


Our Stateſmen may improve their Knowledge in all 


the Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom requiſite in Time 


of Peace. In fine, Men of all Conditions may learn 


the Precepts of Morality and Vice. 

Methinks 'tis Pity, that we who s the Terri- 
tories of the ancient Greciant, the Kingdoms of Ca- 
rinth, and Lacedezmon ; the Empire of Macedon, and 
the State of the Jeu; ſhould be ignorant of tha 
Laws by which theſe divers Countries were of old 
govern'd ;. and the Characters, Lives, and Actions of 
their firſt Law-givers, and ſucceeding Governors. 

But if thou ſhalt determine, that the Knowledge 


of theſe remote Affairs is ſuperfluous and unneceſſary 
for True Believers, let them at leaſt not be ignorant 
in their own Hiſtory, and the Original of their Pro- 


genitors. 


I 2 'Ti, 
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"Tis true, we Arabians have all along taken Care. 
of our Genealogies, every Family and Tribe being 
diligent to preſerve the Memory of their Anceſtors, 
and all concur with an unanimous Zeal to Regiſter 
the holy Lineage of Malomet, the Meſſenger of GOD, 
So that we can from his Father Abaulla run up in a 
direct paternal Line to Caydar, the Second Son of 
Iſmael (on whom be the Benedictions of GOD.) We 
are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom the 
noble Corei s derive their Pedigree) firſt ſettled at 
Mecca, in pure Devotion to the* Square Temple, 
which was built by Angels; when he might as well 
have choſen the more fertile Plains of Medea, Perfia, 
and ¶ ria, as did his Brethren Dogma, Naphii, and 
R:dma. But he foreſaw by his Skill in Aſtrology, 
that the Inhabitants of thoſe Regions would be [do- 
laters : And ſo it came to pals ; for they were in 
the Number of thoſe who ador'd the Fire. For the 
ſame Reaſon, he choſe not for his Seat Armenia, 
though that Country be renown'd for the Reſting of 
Neab's Ark on Mount Geudis, and {the famous Ci- 
ty Themarine, or the Work of Eighty, who eſcap'd 
in the Ark. But Caydar knew that the People of 
that Province ſhould worſhip the Sun, and it was ve- 
rify'd in the Poſterity of his Brethren Nab/am and 
Maſna. Therefore he choſe Mecca, though a barren 
Country, becauſe he knew it was the Seat predeſtin'd 
to the left Linerge, the Generation of Jul Men and 
Prophets, from whom was to ſpring the Light of the 
World, Mahomet, who in Paradiſe is call d A Batra 
im, and in Heaven Achmer. 

Caydar was the only Son of J/mael, who took 
Part with his Father, and follow'd his Example, 
1 GOD, Creator of the Worlds, as he 
had learn d by Tradition from Abrabim the Beloved 
of the Eternal: Whereas Naybeyeth, Abbael, _—_— 

an 
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and the reſt of the Twelve either ador d the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, or the Elements, except Zackour, 
who paid divine Honours to the True Betlemer ; and 
Hadal and Maja, who ſacrific'd Beaſts to the Idols 
Bohinun and Alze. ' 

And as our Hiſtorians have been thus particularly. 
exact in recording the Affairs of the Twelve Sons of 
Iſnael, ſo they have ſhew'd themſelves no leſs pre- 


ciſe in relating the Tranſactions of the Twelve Tribes 


which deſcend from them, even down to the preſent 


Age. , 
5 do not infiſt on this, to teach thee ſomethin 
whereof thou art ignorant ; but to put thee in Mind 
of the Benefit and Advantage, beſides the valt 
Delight which accrues to a Nation, by thus pre- 
ſerving the Memoirs of their Anceſtors ; in which 
my Countrymen have exceeded the Fidelity and Care 
all other People. | 
Had it not been for the Induſtry of Arabian 
Writers, the Hiſtory of t he whole Saracen Empire, 
the Succeſſions of = Caliphs, with their Wars and 
Conquetts, would have been either quite loſt this 
Age, or at leaſt much deprav'd and falſi- yd by 
the Malice of Cbriſtian and Perfian Authors, both 
equally Enemies to the I ruth; by which it is evi- 
dent, that every Nation ought to regiſter their own 
Tranſactions. | | 
What therefore I chiefly aim at is, that the glo- 
rious O/mans, who have by their Valour enter'd in- 
to the Poſſeſſions and Territories of many ancient 
Nations, might alſo be acquainted wich the Hiſtories 
of thoſe People whoſe Lands they enjoy: But above 
all, I wiſh, that after they have found a Way to fo 
much Wealth and Honour, they would not loſe 
themſelves, and their own Original. 
I ſpeak of the Turks, properly ſo call'd ; the 
Deſcendants of the Scythians, who by ſome were 
eſterm d the moſt ancient Nation on ; a Peo- 
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ple form'd by Nature for the Empire of the World ; 
were never conquer'd themſelves, yet ſpread their 
ViRories over all Ha. They routed Zopyrio, a Ge- 
neral of Alexarder the Great: And drove back a huf- 
fing King of Egypt, with Shame and Loſs to his own 
Country: In fine, They were a People naturally juſt, 
temperate, hardy, and endued wich all the excellent 
Qualities which the Philoſophy of the Greets and 
Raman, could never inſpire in their Subjects, tho? 
they aimed at it. | | 
"Theſe were the People, O Oracle of Belicuers, from 
whom the preſent Turks deſcend. And is it not a 
Shame, that they can give no other Account of their 
Anceſtors, but what they borrow from the Chriftians, 
who, in the mean Time, reproach the Muſulmans 
with Ignorance and Barbariſm ? 8 
*Tis for this Reaſon I renew the ſame Requeſt to 

thee, which I often made to thy Predeceſſor, that 
Learning may. be encourag'd : Let all the ancient 
Records, and Hiſtories of the Greeks and Romans be 
fought out and tranſlated, by Men ſkilful in Langua- 

es, into the familiar Speech of the Ottomans : Some, 
99 are already common among the Grandees, as 
Herodotus, Plutarch, and others; but let not any cre- 
dible Writer be wanting. 

In doing this, thou wilt put a Check to the Scoffy 
of Infidels, augment the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Mufſulmans, and leave an immortal Name behind 
thee on Earth; which will make thy Joys in Paradiſe 
more ſweet to an Infinity of Ages. | 


Paris, 29th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


BETTER 
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LETTER XII. | 


To the Kaimacham. 


LL Europe, except the French and Sed. s, hangs 
down her Head for the Death of the German 
mperor. He went to the Immertals on the ad Day 
of this Moon, after a long Fit of Sickneſs, and Forty- 
nine Years of Life on Earth. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, Agent of the Porte at Vienna. 
informs me, That on the ſame Day, whereon the Em- 
peror died, the Inperial Palace took Fire on a ſudden, 
and with ſuch Impetuoſity, that a great Part of it 
was preſently conſum'd, and the King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, the Emperor's Son, narrowly eſcap' d 
wi.h his Life. This is eſteem d a bad Omen to the 
Empire; and without being ſuperſtitious, I can aſ- 
ſure thee, that Ger is in a very bad Condition at 
this Juncture. The Electors are ſo divided on' the 
Score of Religion, and their ſecular Intereſt and Alli- 
ances, that in all Probability, they will not with Eaſe 
decide the Succeſſion. x 
| The Duke of Brandenburgh having united himſelf 
to the Swedes, will not conſent to the inſtalling Leo- 
fold Ignatius Joſephus, the Emperor's Son, becauſe 
that Prince ſupports the Cauſe of the Poles and Dance. 
The Palatine of Heyd:lberg and Duke of Bavaria, 
are at odds about their private Pretenſio The 
Duke of Saxony would fain be Emperor himſelf, or 
have one at leaſt of the Lutheran Religion : And the 
reſt are ſo incens'd _ the Houſe of Auſlria, that 
it is thought, none but the Eccleſiaſtick Princes will 
vote for the King of Hangary and Bohemia. So that 
there being no King of the Romans to claim the Suc- 
ceſſion by the Laws of the Empire, the Throne is 
like to be vacant yet a while. | 

"WS Car- 
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Cardinal Mazarini; who watches all Opportuni- 
ties to aggrandize his Maſter, has diſpatched away 
ſeveral Couriers into Germany, to negotiate privately 
with the Electors, and concert thoſe Meaſures which 
will be moſt for the Intereſt of France. And, I tell 
thee, this Miniſter has no ſmall Influenue on the Ele- 
ctor Colen, and Prince Palatine of the Rhine : Be- 
fides, thou wilt ſay, he goes the right Way to Work, 
when thou ſhalt know that he makes uſe of the French 
Gold to compaſs his Deſigns. 

No ſooner did the News of the Emperor's Death 
arrive at this Court, but it was obſerv'd the Cardinal 
took up a Hundred Thouſand Piſfoles of the publick 
Banquiers in this City: And every Body gueſs'd how 
*twould be diff oſed. >: 1. 

The Portygueze Ambaſſador at this Court has caus'd 
extraordinary Fire- Mori to be play d on the River 
Seine, before the Palace of the King. in Honour of 
his Maſter's Coronation, the young King of Portugal. 
But the Spaniard: are preparing more deſtructive Fire- 
Works on the Frontiers of that Kingdom, _ ready 
to enter it with an Army of Sixteen Thouſand Men, 
to recover the Portugueze Crown. | 

. In ſending thee theſe Intelligences, ſage Miniſter, 

J am not concern'd for the infide/s. Who dies, or 
who lives, who riſes or who falls, is all one to Mab- 
mut, provided the Grand Signior's Health, Life, and 
Happineſs be augmented : And this I ſpeak as an 
Arabian and True Believer. -- | 


Paris, 3oth of 757 Ach Moon, - 
of the Year 1657. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


To Raba Mahomet, General of the Ot- 
toman Forces, at his Camp near 
Adrianople. 


HE ſacred Empire of True Believers is beſet 
at this Time with Infidels, Rebels, and He- 
reticks. Here are many Rumours ſpread abroad, 
concerning the Perfians, and the Intereſt they have in 
the Baſſa and Citizens of Babylon. They talk alſo 
that ſome Malecontents defign Things which ought 
not to be nam'd. ; | 
GOD has given me two Ears, and I hear theſe 
Diſcourſes with both, but I entertain them with one 
unchangeable Judgment, that they are only the 
Whiſpers of Fame, which has a "Thouſand double 
Tongues. If it be true, that the four Chiauſis, who 
were diſpatch d to Babylon, from the Grand Seig- 
nior, to confirm the Inhabitants of that City in their 
Allegiance, and aſſure them of f — 
were murther d by the diſloyal Citizens; I doubt 
not but tis as true, that the Plague has conſum'd 
the greateſt Part of the Red-heads, in their Camp 
at Aranſacat. What though theſe Babylonian Mun- 
grels cry, Long live the King of Perſia! The reſt of 
the Empire, with true Zeal and Devotion, pray 
for the Health and Proſperity of the Grand Seignior. 
What tho' the Sultan has ſworn by GOD and his 
Throne, by the Heavens and the Earth, that he will 
go againſt the Yenetians in Perſon! The Mufti can 
eaſily abſolve him in Caſe of ſupreme Neceſſity, 
whence his Preſence is requiſite againſt the more ac- 
curſed Kyf/baſehi. 
'Tis pro the O/man Monarchy may be much 
embarraſs d by domeſtick Troubles, and foreign 
15 Wars: 
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Wars ; yet he that founded it, and is the Conſervator 
of Ages, will out of theſe very Diſtempers and Evils, 
produce a good Conſtitution of Health in the State, 
and a firmer Eſtabliſhment againſt all Enemies. 

In the mean while, the Venetian, are very buff 
wy Levies at Home, and in making 1 elle 
Abroad. Cauriers are perpetually poſting up and 
down Chriflendom, to and from u Ci krbey 
would willingly have all the Buſineſs of Eurqe ſuper- 
ſeded for their Sakes. Every where tis whiſper d 
there's ſome grand Deſign on Foot againſt the Turks, 
but no body knows what. And I tell thee, France, 
Spain, Germany, Poland, Sueden, and the reſt of 
the Nazarene Kingdoms, are too much — — 
among themſelves to have any Thoughts of ing 
with remote Affairs. 4 

The Poles would have had the German E 
taken that Crown in Vaſſalage, on Condition of 

protecting it ſrom the Sevedes, But whilſt the Em- 

ror was alive, he weigh'd the Diſficulties, and re- 

Fas'd ſo chargeable an Offer. Now he is lately 

Differences are newly riſen between the Duke of 
Bavaria, and the Elector Palatine of Heydelberg ; 

each claiming a Right to be Vicar of the Engine the- 
ring the Vacancy ; and they are preparing on both 

Sides to diſpute the Matter with the Sword; whil 
the King of Sweden ſmiles ſecretly at their Inteſtine 
Quarrels, reſolving to be reveng'd on Germany, for 
the Aſſiſtance they have given to Cafimir, King of 

Peland. | y 

At the ſame Time, the Danes are arming and 
equipping by Sea and Land, to demand Juftice ef the 

Swedes. Whilſt the cunning Mu/ccwite ſtands aloft, 

amuſing all Parties with ſpecious Pretexts, but de- 


fGgring only to play his own Game, and. _— 
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hat Quarrel which will bring him moſt Booty; 
Prince Ragoetſti promiſes fair to the Swedes, but tis 
thought, will prove falſe in the End. The Coun- 
ſels of theſe Uncircumciſed, are full of Treachery. 
They are infatuated, blinded, and know not what 


do. 

ke Caſe is as bad in Spain, where the King is 
making vaſt Preparations to enter Portuga/, and 
claim that Crown, hoping to make Advantage of 
their domeſtick Factions ſince the Death of Don Juan 
de Braganza, the late Portugual King: Not conſi- 
dering that the French are hike to find him Work 
enough in /taly, Flanders, and Catalonia; beſides the 
continual Damages he receives by Sea from the Eng- 
lib, and the Loſſes he ſuſtains in America. I tell 
thee in a Word, all Eurepe is at this Time in ſuch a 
Hurly-Burly, that they have no Leiſure to attend our 
Motions in the Eg; every Kingdom and State, be- 
ing wholly buſy'd in their own Affairs, and Venia 
can rely on nothing but her own Strength. Go on 
then, brave General of the Army, deſtin'd to chaſtiſe 
theſe Zrfidelr, and let nothing diſcourage thee from 
purſuing the Aims of Honour and Religion. Let the 
proud Franks know that there is a Sword drawn in. 
the Eaſt, which will never be put up, till it has not 
only cut off the Exterior Members, but even ript up 
the Bowels of the Veſtern Empire. 

The Inhabitants of Sicily are in a great Conſter- 
nation, by Reaſon of a freſh Eruption of Fire from 
Mount tna, or Mount Gibe/, whereby the City 
Catanea, and adjacent Parts, are much in Danger, 
and the Aſhes are ſcatter d all over the Iſland. This 
Mountain has at Times flamed forth in an extraordi- 

Manner for immemorable Ages; and in all 
Probability, will continue to do ſo till the Day of 
Judgment. | 

There is like to be a new Quarrel between Fraxce 

and Holland, the latter * That they _ 
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bad above Three Hundred Merchant Ships taken 
from them by the French within theſe Seven Vears. 
Upon which they have ſtopp'd Two Veſſels belong- 
ing to this Kingdom, and Miſunderſtandings encreaſe 
apace between them. | 

In the mean time, the German Court is ring 
to chooſe a new Emperor. His Son is the Perſon de- 
ſign d for this Digni:y, if the Electors do not oppoſe 
it. His Name is Leopoldus _ 27 King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, He lays ſick of a dangerous 
Diſeaſe, not leſs loathſome than the Plague. 

And now I have mention'd this Scourge of GOD, 
it will not be amiſs to inform thee, That in Rome and 
Naples, where it has rag'd theſe Eleven Moons, and 
has deſtroy'd a Hundred and Eighty Theuſand Peo- 

e, tis not now to be heard of; Commerce is re- 

red; Publick Courts fit ; Ambaſſadors have-Audi- 
ence ; and all Things run in their avonted Channel. 
Vet in Genoa they feel it ſtill. 

The Souls of theſe /rfidels are infected with an in- 
fernal Peſtilence, and therefore GOD rains Curſes on 
them, whilſt the Elect of all Nations are preſerv'd 
from all Evil, being mark'd in the Forehead by the 
Angel of Health. 

Paris, 15th of tbe 5th Moon, 

| of the Tear 1657. 


RET TSR HV; 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


Signior. 
Have encounter d a Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 
: the Firſt Calipht, which a little entangles me. 
My Faith is digjointed. Thou knoweit we Muſul- 
mans believe, that Abu Becre yas the true * 
J * 0 
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of the Prophet : Yet when I confider, that he at- 
tain'd the Sovereignty by Surprize, without the Con- 
ſent of the Mufflmass, I know not what to think of 


it 

After the Death of the Meſſenger of GO D, the 
Inhabitants of Mecca and Medina rais'd a Sedition, 
and took up Arms, each challenging the Right of 
Election to themſelves. When to prevent the ill Con- 
ſequences of this Tumult, 46s 
mediately came to them ; and to end the Controver- 
ſy, Omar ſtretching forth his Hand to Abu Becre, ſa- 


luted him Caliph, and lifting up his Hand to Heawen, 


fwore Allegiance to him : ich Example ſudden] 


evail'd on others, and ſo the Tumult was appeas d. 


et Omar himſelf ſeem'd to repent of what he had 
done: For a while after he was heard te ſay, u- 
redly the Inauguration of Abu Becre was a raſh un- 
adviſed Thing ; G O D avert the Evil which may re- 
fult from it. But let it be a Law, That if any one 
hereafter ſhall prefume to do as I have done, and fevear 


 Fealty te another, without the Aſſint of the Muſſulmans, 


he ſhall be put to Death. 

But that whieh is of greateſt Moment with me, 
is, That Ali £E6b'n Abi Thaleb, the Son-in-Law of the 
Prophet, was not preſent at this Election, who had 
as much Right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if 
not more; at leaſt he had a Right to vote. And 
when he "firſt heard the News, he proteſted againſt 
what they had done as null and invalid, in Regard, 
they had not conſul'ed him. Certainly Ali F#'n Abi 
Thaleb was a matchleſs Hero, performing Miracl-s 
of Valour in Defence of the Prephet. When he be» 
ſieg d Chaibar, a City of the Jcaus, he took the 
Gates of the City from off their Hinges, and us'd 
them as his Shield. When he brandiſh'd his glit- 
terring Sword, he made his Enemies tremble, I 
will 5 no more in his Praiſe, leſt thou ſhould'f 
conclude, I have lifted myſelf in the Number of the 

| Kyzil 


ecre and Omar im- 


- 
— 
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Kyzil Baba. What I write, is only by way of Scru- 
tiny, being diſſatisfy d about theſe Things, 

- So when Abu Becre lay on his Death-Bed, he 
call'd for O:hman Eb'n Aphan, the Scribe, and bid 
him write as follows: & the Name of GO D, Gra- 
cious and Merciful ; this is the Teſtimony of Abdollah 
Eb'n Abu Kohopha, when he was arriv'd to the laſt 
Hour of this World, and the firſt of the World to come. 
Then he fell into a Trance, while O:h-an proceeded, 
and wrote the Name of Omar RV no 1 Chattab. 
Then Au Becre awak'd, and aſking Othman whom 
be had nam d for his Succeſſor ; he reply d, Omar ; 
Thou. haſt done well, ſaid he, and according to my 
Mind. Yet if thou had'ft named roſe) x Ane thou 
art worthy the Henour. Thus r ſucceeded in 
the Caliphate, by the private Order ef Au Becre, 
without aſking the Conſent of the Muſſulmant. It 
looks like a Contrivance or Bargain between thoſe 
two at firſt, When Omar ſwore Fealty to Abu Becre, 
one would ſuſpect he made him promiſe to bequeath 
the Caliphate to him, Be it how it will, thou ſeeſt 
Omar accepted the Government, on Conditions, 
which he himſelf had made Unlawful, when he pro- 
hibited any Succeſſion, that ſhould be made without 
the Conſent of the Muſilmays. He was the firſt that 
was called Amiro'/mumenim, or, Commander of the 
Faithful. 

It is reported, that when Omar was near his Death, 
thoſe that ſtood about him deſir'd him to name his 
Sccceſſor ; they themſelves recommended Ali EU 
Abi Taleb, becauſe of his Relation to the Prophet. 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election of 


his Succeſſor to Orhman, Ali, Telba, Azobia, Abu 


Obeid and Saad Eb'n Abi Wakka. Abu Obeid there- 
fore coming to Ai Eb'n Abi Taleb, faid thus to 
him, Art thou be to whom I may ſwear Fidelity, that 
thou wilt act according to the Book of GOD, and 
the Laws of bis Prophet, and the Conſtitution ws 

WA 
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Tavo Seniors? Ali anſwered, I will ever act accord- 
ing to the Bat of Gad, and the Law of bis Prophet; 
but as to the Conflitutions of the tauo Seniors I will fol- 
low my own Counſel, Then Abs Obeid going to Orh- 
man, laid the ſame Words: And Othman promiſed to 
perform all that they requir d. So they choſe Othman 
to ſacceed Omar in the Caliphate. He was accuſed of 
too great Partiality to thoſe of his Blood; for he re- 
called Hacem E]. As Eb'n Omaih, whom the Pro- 
het had baniſhd. He gave him alſo an Hundred 
[Thouſand Afpers, and to Abdella En Chaled, he gave 
Forty Thouſand. They taxed him gl6 with Pride, 
in that he fat on the higheſt Seat of the Prophetick 
Throne, where none but the Holy Prophet himſelf 
had ever ſate: For Abu Becre in Reverence to the 
Meſſenger of GOD ſat one Step below it, and Omar 
two. S that the 4rabians being incens'd at Othman's 
Arrogance, and other Vices, took up Arms, and 
kill'd him. Then ſucceeded Ai. . 

I rehearſe this Hiſtory to thee, that thou may 
know the particular Grounds of my Diſſatisfaction, 
and give me thy Opinion in this Matter. For, if 
Abu Becre, Omar, and Othman were unlawfully lift- 
ed to the Caliphate, it follows, that they were Uſur- 
pers, and Hali, the only true Succeſſor of the Prophet, 
And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaſon to 
curſe the Perfians, who are the Followers of Hall. 
GOD knows which is in the Right, We er They. 
We are all the Diſciples of the Prophet, and believe 
in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence GOD bleſs Ma- 
homet our Lawgiver, with all thoſe of his Houſe. 
GOD bleſs Mahomet our glorious Sultan: In fine, 
GOD bleſs thee and me. | 


Paris, 15th of he 5th Moon, - 
of the Year 1657. , 


LETTER 
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LETTER Xvi. 
To Cara Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


Y the Notices which I receive from Conflantim- 

ple, it appears that the Ground of all the pub. 

ck Diſcontents in that City, is the Yenetians Conqueſt 

and Poſleſſion of Tenedos: As if the People thought 

that Iſland would prove as fatal now to the MMu/u- 

mans, as it was formerly to old Troy, when the Gre- 

cians under the Conduct of Agamemnon pitch'd their 

firſt Camp there, to recover Helena, the faireſt Wo- 

man of Greece, whom Paris the Prince of Troy had 
raviſh'd from her Huſband's Embraces. _ 

That Rape was fatal to the Tryan: : For, after 
Ten Years War, their City was taken by Stratagem, 
and burnt to Aſhes: Their Princes and Nobles either 
all flain, or carried away Captives by the victorious 
Greeks. Only /Zneas ſav'd his Father alive, carrying 
him on his Back out of the Flames, and with ſome 
other Commanders eſcap'd to Sea, in ſuch Veſſels as 
they found ready. 'The Hiftory of all his Adven- 
tures is too tedious for a Letter. Suffice it to ſay, 
that after many Voyages from one Region toanother, 
at laſt he landed in Italy, where he and his Company 
ſettled. And from them the Yenetians, with other 
People of Europe, derive their Original. 

*Tis this makes the preſent Poſſeſſion of Tenedos ap" 

as an ill Omen, in the Eyes of the Superſti- 
tious : As if thoſe Relicks of ancient Troy were 
now come to recover the Habitations of their Fa- 
thers, and drive both Greeks and Muſjulmans out of 
the Empire. | $5 

But theſe are only Chimzra's and Dreams ; for 
when a Nation is once diſplanted from the Native 
Scat, they ſeldom or never take Root there * 
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Beſides, who knows whether the YVenetians deſcend 
from Trey or no? "Tis true, indeed, if Hiftorians 
ſpeak Truth, that Znees fail'd into Italy, two Years 
after the Burning of Trey: Tis probable alſo, that 
he huilt Lawinium ; as Padua is aſcrib'd to Antenor 
one of his Captains. But where's the Conſequence, 
that the Yenetians ſhould therefore be the Of-/pring 
of theſe Heroick Fugitives? They may as well ſay, 
the French are the Pofferity of the Moors, becauſe thoſe 


A/ricans once ſeared them elves in pain. For juſt ſo 


independent are the States of /taly one of another, 
and their Inhabitants of as different Genea/ogies, as 
are theſe two potent Kingdoms, with the People that 
 qwell in them. | | 
And now the Trojan War is in my Mind, I can- 
not but ſmile at the egregious Folly of ax, the 
Son of Telamon. This was a great Commander in 
the Grecian Army, a huge, brawny, Giant like Fel- 
low, that had perform'd Prodigies of Strength and 
Valour in combating with the Trojans, and yet at laſt 
fell upon his own Sword and kill'd himſelf, becauſe 
he could not have his Will of Uly/es ; and all about 
an old rufty Buckler, taken from the Enemy, which 
Ajax claim'd as his Right, in Reward of his merito- 
rious Services, and of the many Scars he had re- 
ceiv'd. But CH over-rul'd the Counſel of War, 
that was call'd on Purpoſe to decide this Quarrel, 
aud 1 the Shield himſelf. For being a cunning 
plauſible Fellow, he pleaded, That tho the Cou- 
rage and brave Actions of 4jax deſerv'd all due 


Honour and Acknowledgment; yet the Surprize 


of Troy, and ending of the War, was only owing - 


to his Wit and Contrivance, who deluded the 
Trojan; with a Wooden Horſe, in the Belly of 
which lay a Detachment of armed Men ; and theſe, 
after the Horſe was admitted into that City, came 
out of their Neſt in the Dead of the Night, _ 


-w. 


1 . 
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ſet Fire to the Horſe, opening the Gates alſo to the 
Grecian Army. i 

If the Venetian, could invent ſome ſuch Strata- 
gem, perhaps there would be Danger of their tak- 
ing Cunſtantinople, but till then, illuſtrious Baſſa, 
there's no Reaſon to fear theſe 1fidelz. Beſides it 
will be very eaſy to diſpoſſeſs them of that omi- 
nous Iſland, and fo diſſipate the Charm which has be- 
witch'd the ſeditious Rabble. But I would counſel, 
that it be attempted in Time, before the Yenetians 
are got into the Helleſpont with their Navy: For 
theres no Succeſs againſt theſe nfidels by Sea. 
That Element, it ſeems, is the Wife of the Duke of 
Venice; being eſpouſed with a Ring and other ſo- 
lemn Ceremonies, on a certain Feſtival of the Naza» 
renes. 8 7 K | 
One would think alſo, that the Engliſb had made 
ſucceſsful Love to the Sea; for their Navies are al- 
ways proſperous. We have freſh News come in of 
an Encounter between them and the Spaniſh ef- 
India Fleet, near the and of Tomeriff, wherein 
there were Seventeen of the Spaniſb Ships ſunk and 
burnt, and among them were Five great Galleons. 
They took from them an immenſe Treaſure of Gold 
and Silver, with other coftly Merchandize. « 
The French Court rejoices mightily at this Ex- 
loit; not in any real Love to the Engh/, but in 
Hatred of the Spaniards. For between theſe Two 
Nations there ſeems to be an irreconcileable Anti- 

y. Beſides, the French have Reaſons of State 


For their Joy, being in League with the Enge 


Commonwealth. 

That which renders this Victory the more re- 
markable, is, That it was obtain'd in a Spaniſb Har- 
bour, the Porte of Santa Cruz in Teneriff. Every 
one extols the Eng/ih Commander for a very brave 
Perſon, his Name is Blake. I am the more par- 


ticulaz in this Relation, becauſe thou art _ 
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Marine Affairs, having had the Command of the in- 
vincible Ortoman Armadb. | a>, 

There is a Poſt newly come in from Germany, who 
informs us, that the King of Sweden and Prince Ra- 

5%, have taken the ſtrong Fort of Brzeki Litenſti, 
rom the King of Poland. 

The Portugueſe Ambaſſador at this Court preſſes 
the King with much Earneſtneſs to fend Aids to his 
Mafter, in d the Spaniards are actually enter d 
into Portugal, and have taken Olivemna, a City of 
that Kingdom. 

I formerly acquainted the Miniſters of the Divan, 
that the King of Spain had caus'd all the People of 
his Kingdom to be number'd : Now I tell thee far- 
ther, That in order to carry on the War effeQually, 
againſt Portugal, this Monarch has commanded the 
fifth Man in every Family to take up Arms, and fol- 
low the Campaign. At which Rate, they ſay he will 
have an Handred Thouſand Men in the Field. 

In the mean Time, all the Diſcourſe here at pre- 
ſent is, concerning the Siege of Montmeli, a 
ſtrong Place in Flaxders. It was inveſted by the 
French Army on the 11th of this Moon, under the 
Command of the Mareſchal d- la Ferte Seneterre. 

France has ſent a great many brave Generals into 
the Field this Summer; and I perceive, the Baſſa's 
of the Ottoman Empire are not like to tarry at Home. 
GOD inſpire thee, and thy Equals, with a Reſolution 
which knows no Modicur between Victory and a glo- 
rious Death. 2306 7 


Paris, 26th of the 6th Mom 
% the Year 1657. _ 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna, 


HE Beginning of thy Letter ſurpriz'd me with 
Wonder, when Fread that a Chiaus from the 
Grand Seignior, the Sovereign of Sovereigns, Lord of 
Three Empires, and Five and Twenty Kingdoms, 
ſhould have the Diſhonour, not to find Admuttance 
within the Walls of Vienna: And that in a Time 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to provoke a Fo- 
reign War, being ſufficiently embarraſs d wich Do- 
meſtick Troubles. But when I read farther, and per- 
ceiv'd, that no Ambaſſador, not even of the Chri/tian 
Princes, has any more Privilege at this Juncture; 
and that it is an eftabliſh'd Law of the Empire, thus 
to reverence the Majeſty of their deceaſed Sovereign, 
and conſult the Safety of the next Election; 1 ceas d 
to reſent this any longer, as an Indiggity to our great 
Maſter, and only concluded it to be ſome Myſtery of 
the Auftrian State. * Int | 
It is an Argument of profound Reſpect to the In- 
perial Ghoſt, that the Churches are all hung with 
Mourning throughout the Hereditary Dominions, and 
that no Muſick is permitted either in che Temples or 
elſewhere ; no Jollity or Mirth; till the Funeral Ob- 
uies are perform'd, and the Body of Cz/ar is con 
fign'd to the Place of its — Repole. | 
As to the Quarrel between the Duke of Bavaria, 
and Prince Palatine, about the Vicariate, there's much 
to be ſaid on beth Sides: And it ought to be a Thing 
Indifferent to thee and me, which of theſe two gets 
the Victory. Yet for the Sake of Truth I will tell 
thee in ſhort, what I have collected out of the Jour- 
mal of Carcoa, thy Predeceſſor, and out of other 
Memoirs, as they came to my Hands. 1 


— 
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It appears then, that by the Golden Bull of Charles 
TV. this Dignity was declar'd inherent in one Pa/a- 
tinate Family, in the Right of their Poſſeſſion of that 
Principality; and that it has been ſo for many Ages, 
even before there were any Electors eſtabliſh'd in the 
Empire. Tis upon this Ground the preſent E/z&or 
Palatine claims it. But on the other Side, it is 
manifeſt, that when Maximilian, the Father of the 
preſent Duke of Pavaria, was inveſted with the Ele- 
Qoral Dignity, it was inſerted in the Imperial Bull, 
That the Vicegerency of the Empire, during an Inter- 
regnum, ſhall henceforth belong to that Family. 
Yet this Grant was again diſannull'd by the late Pa- 
cification at Munfter. And ſo the Buſineſs is left in 
ar * between theſe two Families, He of Bawaria 
truſts to his Strength and Riches, being alſo- back'd 
by th Eccleſiaſtick Princes; whilſt the other only 
confides in the Juſtice of his Cauſe, the Right of un- 
queſtionable Inheritance. | T 
Leaving therefore theſe Grandees to proſecute their 
ſeveral Claims, I'll tell thee what makes the freſh- 
eſt Noiſe in this City, is an Attempt which the Prince 
of Conde made lately on the Town of Calais, a Sea. 
Port of this Kingdom. He had received certain 
Intelligence, that the Governor had ſent out the 
beſt Part of the Garriſon, to fortify Aares, a Place 
not far from Calais, and ſuppos'd to be in great 
Danger; upon this News, the Prince march'd with 
fu Expedition, deſigning to ſurprige Calais by 
ight. But he was diſcovered before he came near 
them ; and the Inhabitants taking up Arms, appear'd 
on the Walls and Ramparts to welcome him, ſo that 
he was forc'd to retire again with the Loſs of near a 

Thouſand Men. N 
Here are two Men come out of England, who 
pretend to be Prophets, foretelling the Downfal of 
the Pope, whom they call Antichriſt, a Beaſt, a Dra- 
8e, 
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gon, and I know not how many other Titles, One 
of them is gone to Nome, to tell the Holy Father to 
his Face what is like to befal him. The French Court 
looks upon them as Madmen ; and nobody can efteery 
them better if they go to Rome, where they will in. 
Fallibly fall into the Hands of the Ignis ſition, which 
thou know'ſt is a Hell upon Earth. Thy Brother 
Adonai' felt the Smart of it, only for two or threg 
Words utter'd in Contempt of their Religion ;- and 
though he was not condemn'd to Death, yet he fuf- 
fer'd a tedious Impriſonment; till at length, the 
Plague releas'd him both from that, and the Change 
of this Mortal Life. 44 | 
. Nathan, if he had died by the Stroke of the Exe 
eutioner, or by Fire, the common Death of thoſe 
who rail at the Roman Faith, I could not pronounce 
him a Martyr, unleſs it were to his own Folly and 
Raſhneſs; ſince he was not plac'd there to make Pro- 
ſelytes, either to the Law of Moſes, or Mahomet ; 
but to penetrate into the ſecret Tranſactions of the 
Followers of Jeſus - 
Thy Buſineſs is the fame at Vienna: Purſue tha 
with Alacrity, and G OD ſhall protect thee from all 
Adverfity. 0-8 «BY 

Paris, of the 7th Moon, 

F the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Melec Amet. 
1 Welcome thy Return to the Earth again: For 1 


appears by thy Letter, that thou haſt been in the 
other World. Twere to be wiſn'd thou would 'ſt 
favour the Living with a Journal of thy Travels and 
Obſervations among the Dead. Thoſe Regions of Si- 

| lence. 
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lence would afford Matter of Noiſe enqugh to Mor- 
tals, that are always greedy of Foreign News. Per- 
baps if thou would ſt communicate the Remarks thou 
haft made during that Ramble of thy Soul, we might 
find out ſome Method of Correſpondence between 
Our World and that Invifible State. We mi 
contrive a Way to ſend Difpatches'to our Friends; 
and to receive their Anſwers again. Or at leaſt we 
might make fome uſeful Diſcoveries in that Empires 
of Shadows. | Lt ' 

But, tell me ſeriouſly, Doſt thou think it was 
any more than a Trance or Dream that has happen'd 
to thee ? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy 
Conſtitutions ? I once inform'd Cara Haly the Phy- 
ſician of ſuch an Accident as this not far from 
_ — was ＋ my ne — had lain Five and 

irty Hours as dead in human Appearance, 
and ſo given over by the Phyſicians: Yet after that 
Period, he recover'd his Senſes again, and told ſtrange 
Things to thoſe that were about him. Surely theſe 
are but Slumbers of the Souls and Death itſelf is 
but a deeper Sleep, when it cauſes the Diſſolution of 
the Body. Doubtleſs, Men awake again in ſome 
other active State. For as a Flame of Fire is equally 
diſpoſed to embody itſelf in the Fat of Fleſh or Fiſh, 
in Oil, Wax, Sulphur, or any proper Vehicle; and 
as ſoon as it is extinguiſhed in one, will readily tran- 
ſlate itſelf ſucceſſively to all the reft, if they be with- 
in the Sphere of its Activity (as the Veſtern Philoſo- 
pher ſpeaks : ) So is the Spirit or Flame of Life al- 
ways in a Paſture of Tranſmigration. For aught we 
know, he that is a King this Hour, may be a Peacock 
the next, and within a few Days be ſery'd up at his 
Succeſſor's Table, as a Royal Dip. 

But not to inſiſt too much on theſe Secrets, I will 


relate to thee a Paſſage, not unlike that thou haſt ex- 
mY 


perienc d. 
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It is recorded in the Writings of an authentick 
Pen, the Manuſcript of an ancient Arabian, That 
AP Roffid, Emperor of the Faithful, had many fa- 
mous Phyſicians about him; among the reſt, he 
highly eſteem'd Sa/eh Elin Nabali, an Indian, for re- 
covering one of his near Kinſmen, out of ſuch a 
Condition, as I ſuppoſe thou haſt been in. That 
Kinſman was very dear to the Emperor, who was 
fitting at a Feaſt, when News was brought him that 
he was dead. The Emperor, extremely troubled to 
hear this, burſt forth into Tears, and cauſed the 
Table to be taken away. Then Jager Ep'n Yahya, 
one of his Confidents, immediately defired that Saleh 
the Indian Phyſician, might viſit the Corps of his 
Dead Relation; who went accordingly, and having 
felt his Pulſe, and conſfider'd him-well, he return d to 
the Emperor, and ſaid, Ceza/e to mourn, my Lord, 
- Commander of the Faithful: For if this Man be dead, 
and I do not reflore him to Life again, may I be di- 

vorc d from all my Wits for ever. - 
- He had ſcarce made an End of ſaying this, when 
a ſecond Diſpatch came to the Emperor, from thoſe 
who were about his Kinſman, aſſuring him, That he 

was really departed this Life. 

Then A Rafhid began to curſe the Indians, and 
t ꝛeir Ignorance. But Sa/ch perſiſted in this Aſſertion, 
crying out with ſome Vehemency, Be not incredulous, 
M Amperor of the Faithful, nor ſuffer thy Kinſman to 
bes buried, till J hawe been with him again: For aſ- 
- faredly he is not Dead, I will beau you ſomething that 
is admirable. AP Raſhid, pacify'd with theſe Words, 
took Saleb along with him to viſit the ſuppoſed Dead 
Perſon. | 
As ſoon as they came into the Chamber, the In- 
dian took a Needle and thruſt between the Nail and 
the Fleſh of his Left Thumb. Then the Entranc'd 
ſnatch'd up his Hand toward his Mouth. At which 
Saleh cry'd out, Now, my Lord, comfort _ 
Jef 
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felf; for dead Men uſe not to be ſenfiole of Pain. Af— 
ter this, he blew up a Powder into his Nole upon 
which, in a few Minutes the Patient ſneez d; and 
fitting upright in his Bed, {poke to 4% Ryfhia, kil- 
ſing alſo his Hand. The Emperor aſking him, How 
be found bimfelf: He reply'd ; Ben: factor of” Man- 
hind, I have been in the feuecteſi Sleep that ever I re- 
member fell on me in my Life. Only I dream'd that a 
Dog came and bit me by my lift Thumd, the Pain of 
which bald me. With that he ſhewed him the 
Mark of the Needle and the Blood; adding, Surely 
it was no Dream. but a Truth, for [fel it yet. Tlie 
Emperor was extremely picas'd with his Iadian Phiſi- 
cian, and did him great Honour, His na allo, 
whoſe Name was [-4/im, lived many Years after 
this, and was made Governor of Et, where he 

dy'd, and was bury'd. | 
The Eaftern Phyſigiaus have been famous in all 
Ages, and are now much in Eſteem among the 
Franks, who addict themſelves to ſtudy the Sciences: 
Here are ſome very learned Phyſicians in theſe Parts, 
aud not a few ignorant ones, who ſerves as Foils to 
ſet off the Luſtre and Fame of the others. Every 
Province and City in France iwarms with 'em ; and 
they -all find Employment either to k:il or cure. 
The Nazarenes love very intemperately, and fall in- 
to Abundance of Diſeaſes, whereof the EH is whol- 
ly ignorant : Therefore, 'tis neceilary for them to 
be well ſtock d with Phyſicians. Yet twas ſatyri- 
cally obſerv'd by a certain French Lord, that in a 
Town not far from his Palace, the Inhabitants were 
all healchy long-livd Men, till a certain Expirick 
came and took up his Reſidence there; for then they 
began to ſicken and die apace. But this may be an 
inviduous Remark. The Arabian Proverb ſays, No- 
Mau is a good Phyſician, but he that is born ſuch ; 
Meaning that ſome are naturally diſpoſed and 
fitted to this Science. Indeed, I have known ad- 
a mirable 
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mirable Cures perform'd by Men, who ever ſtudied 
in Academies, or could anſwer three Queſtions in 
Anatomy; Nay, ſome Women have a Gift of this 
Nature, and are very fortunate in their Practices. 
But when all's done, the Beaſts are moſt happy, who 
are all their own Phyſicians by Inſtinct. 

Melec, 1 wiſh thee ſuch a State of Health as needs 
no Medicines : But if it be thy Misfortune to fall 
into Parmenides his Indiſpoſition, I counſel thee to 
make uſe of the Advice given him by a Philoſopher ; 
who, when Parmenides complain d of a Pain in his 
Stomach, and aſk'd his Advice, bid him uſe ſuch 
and ſuch Confections and Electuaries. The other re- 
ply'd He had made Tryal of them all, and many more 
yet found no Eaſe, Then ſaid the Philoſopher, Turn 
Peet, for thy generally have good Stomachs. 


Paris, qth of the 7th Moon, 
ef the Year 1057. 


— 


enn e 
To the Kaimacham, 


(Oo upon Couriers are come to this City 
with che joyful News that Montmeli is ſurren- 
der'd to the French : For which the whole Body of 
the Parliament, and the City of Paris, the Chancel- 
lor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Barberini 
and all the Eccleſiaſticks, went to the Grand Moſque, 
or Temple, where Te Deum was ſung this Afternoon, 
with a pompous Solemnity. And now whilſt I am 
writing, there is ſuch a confus'd Noiſe of great Guns, 
Ringings of Bells, and Shouts of People, that one 
would think it were enough to wake the very Dead, 
and make them ſtart from their Graves, to enquire 
what's the Matter. Th 
e 
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The Truth of it is, this Place is counted one of 
the ſtrongeſt in Europe, and the Inhabitants were not 
inſenſible of it when they made their Conditions of 
Honour with the King. And therefore we need not 
wonder at the exceſſive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were deliver'd to the King by the 
Deputies of the Town, one of them in the Name of 
the reſt, made this following Addreſs. 

Sire, We fpould baue had juſt Reaſon to complain 
of Fortune, and accuſe ourſelv:s of Cinvardice, if 
we had ſurrender d this impregnable Fortreſs ta the 
Arms of a Prince 4% Glorious and Puiſſant than 
your Majefty : Since our very Walls are of ſufficient 
Strength to defend us, without taking up Arms, again/t 
a Power inferior to yours But in Regard it ts the 
Will of Heaven, that abe muſt change our Maſter, 
we rejoice to fall ino the Hands of Jo Invinable 
and Generous a Monarch; and we hope, Sire, 
That your Majcſiy will ha us the more Fawour, 
for having us'd our ulm Efforts to conſerve an 
inviolable Fidelity ta the Catholick King, who but 
Yefterday auas our Malen. 

This was ſpoken with fo graceful an Action, and 
ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King being 
mightily pleas'd with thefn, made them this Anſwer. 

Yes, I fhall always remember that your Conflancy 
deſerves my Eſteem. And now conſidiring you as my 
Subjects, I will beftow ſuch Privileges on this City, as 
ſhall oblige you to manifeſt no leſs Courage and Leal for 
my Service than you have done for the Catholick 
King. 

And to evidence, that he has equal Sentiments 
of Gratitude and Eſteem for his Officers, by whoſe 
Courage and Conduct this important Place is come 
under his Obedience; the King has beſtowed the 
Government of it on the Licutcnant-General of his 
Armies, who was preſent at the Siege, and was 

K 2 ſhot 
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ſhot in ſeven; Places of his Body. They call him the 
Marquis of Vandi. He he has ſignaliz d his Valour in 
Sixteen Sieges and Battles, being mark'd all over 
with Scars, the glorious Chara&tr/iicks of an inde- 
fatigable and fortunate Hero. 

It is fit the Divan ſhould be inform'd of all ſuch 
Paſſages; not to inflru& them what to do in the like 
Caſes, for they are perfectly wiſe) but that theſe Ex- 
amples may be regiſte rd as Spurs to Virtueand Mag- 
nanim ty of Spirit. For it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
the Emperor of the True Beliewvirs will come ſhort of 
theſe Ife Kings, in rewarding his faithful and un. 
daunted Slaves. 

Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre has alſo had his Share 
in the Carefles and Acknowledgments of the Xing 
and the whole Court. . 

his Succeſs has given a great Damp to the Spa- 
ni ard, who begin to retire as fait as they can from 
the Neiphbourbhoed of the Fre: ch Arn ies. On the 
other Side, theſe are full of Vigour and briſk Reſo- 
lutions, reſolꝭ ing not to end the Campaign without 
ſome farther Attempts in Flanders. 

They creep by Degrees into the very Heart of 
that Frovince, which 1s very like to be the Stage of 
War, ſo long as the King of Spain has one Town 
left in it. I is a very rich Country, abounding in 
all the defireb'e Productions of Nature And the 
People are very ind..itrious to learn and improve 
whatſoever is profitable in Art. All their Unhappi- 
neſs lies in this, 'That they are not able to protect 
themieIves, and fubfilt independent of one or other 
of the neighbouring Crowns. So that whenever 
thoſe Sovereigns fall out, theſe. poor People are miſe- 
rable oppreſſed with Armies; and in this Caſe, their 
Friends many Times give them as much Trouble 
as their Enemies. Nav, it 1s difficult to determine 
which are their Enemies, and which their Friends. 


For to whatſoever Matter they are ſubject, he drains 
their 
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their Coffers of Money by Taxes and Contributions; 
Befides the intolerable Vexation of Quartering un- 
ruly Soldiers, who commit a Thouſand Inſolencies un- 
puniſhed. 5 : 

Poland is at this Time in a bad Condition, be- 
tween the Amies of Sweden, Auſtria, Brandenburgh, 
Muſcovy, Tranſylvania, and the Forces of King C: fimir. 

The Sen of the deceaſed Emperor has ſent a great 
Army to the Aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
'tis confirm d on all Hands, that they have laid Siege 
to Cracow ; whilſt his Ambaſiador is negotiating wich 
the Elector of Brandenburgh, to draw him oft from 
the Swed; Intereſt. This is like to prove a War of 
long Continuances if the Plague do not make Peace, 
which rages in thoſe Parts, and deſtroys many Thou- 
ſands more than the Sword or Gun. The Muſcevites 
have combated with this Diſtemper above theſe 'T'wo 
Years. The Grand Duke being forced to fly Wich his 
Army, like Va; abonds, before this inexorable Con- 
querer, Which gives no Quarter. 

In the mean Time, 1 hear ill News from Candi, 
wnere they ſay, the Muſſulmans have, in a lateAt- 
tempt on that City, loſt above Four Thouſand Men, 
with Thirty Four Enſigns, and a conſiderable Trea- 
ſure. Theſe Infid:/s have alſo taken and deftroyed, 
this Summer, above Thirty Ships of Barbary, and as 
many more of Conſtantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, Scan- 
deroon, &c. On board of one of which they ſeized 
the yearly Revenne which comes to the Grand Scig- 
ior from Scanderoon; and out of another they have 
taken the Revenue of Rhodes, kill d a Thouſand 
Trae Believers, took half that Number Captives, and 
releas'd Abundance of Chriſtian Slaves : In a Word, 
they have taken out of the ſeveral Veſſels which fell 
into their Hands, an immenſe Treaſure of Silver, 
Gold, and precious Stones. 

Theſe continual Succeſes of the Nazarencs, 
would tempt one to think, That this Var was 
K 3 unjuſtly 
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unjuſtly commenc'd by Sultan Ibrahim, and there- 


fore unhappily carried on by his glorious Succeſſor, 
Sultan Mahomet, Pardon the Effet of Melancholy, 
benign Miniſter, if it be a Crime to think, that the 


Creator of all Things is angry with thoſe who vio- 


late their Solemn Word and Oath. Thou knoweſt 
the whole Story of this War, and the firft Occaſions 
of it. I ſay no more. | 

They have a Preverb here in the Ve, That the 
Voice of the People, is the Voice of GOD. - And tho' 
I approve not the Practice of thoſe who make Uſe of 
this Popular Aphoriſm to foment Seditions in a State; 
yet I cannot but own, there's a great deal of Reaſon 
in it, and it may be verify'd in the preſent Circum- 


ſtances of Canſtantinople. 


I hou obſerveſt that the Soldiers are mutinous, and 
unwilling to ſerve any longer in this unfortunate War. 
Thou findeſt the Merchants, and in general all Sorts 
of People, diſcontented and factious. The Avenues 
to that Sanfluary of the World are block'd up by the 
Venetians; ſo that neither Corn, nor other neceſſary 
Previſions can be brought to ſupply the Wants of 
ſo many Hundred Thouſands of People. In a Word, 
thou ſeeſt the publick Calamities have made them al- 
moſt deſperate; they care not what they do: Peace 
with the Chriſtiams is the Word every where, or elſe 
each impertinent Mechanick will preſage Ruin to the 
Ottoman Empire. ; | 

May GOD inſpire thee and the other Miniſters of 
the Drwan, in this Calenture of the State, to apply 
ſuch Remedies as may · prevent the Inconveniencies of 
a domeflick War, which is always more fatal to a Go- 
vernment that a Foreign Invaſion, | 

Paris, 1 7th of the 8th Mon, 

of the Year 1057. 


LETTER 
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LET TUN 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 


OW thou giveſt me ſome ſolid Hopes of a 
Convert. Thy Letter has rais'd my Hxpecta- 
tion, ſince tis not penn'd in a Stile full of Scru- 
pies and inſignificant Doubts, which would be end- 
leſs : Nor yet does it ſavour of Hypocriſy and Dil- 
ſimulation, as if thou intended only to mock me 
and my Faith, and ſtill continue thyſelf an Infidel. 
But it abounds with very fair Conceſſions, Articles 
of Reaſon and Honour on thy Side; only expecting 
from me a true an authentick Account of our Holy 
Prophet's Life, and of the Miracle which can be 
roduc'd in Confirmation of his Propheuck Office. 
hou would'ſt fain ſee if any Thing happen'd of 
this Kind to the Meſſenger of G00, parallel to 
the ſtupendous Wonders which recommended M>/es 
your Law giver to the World, as the undoubed 
Oracle of Heaven. | | 
I proteſt there is no Fault to be found in this 
Demand : For it is but Reaſon, that he who af- 
ſumes the Character of a Prophet, ſhould be diſtin- 
8.5 from Impoſtors by ſome evident Signs and 
Vonders: Vet tis needleſs to make an exact Pa- 
rallel, beeauſe the Occaſions of Mys's Miracles 
wele different from thoſe of Mahommed, the Seal 
of the Prophets. Your Law-giver had a Commiſ- 
ſion, and Power given him to work Miracles when 
he pleaſed : - Whereas ours declar'd, that he was not 
ſent to work Miracles, bat to preach the Unity of 
the divine Eſſence, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
the Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 
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Vet, leſt thc unbelieving World ſhould doubt 
the Truth of his Miſſion, from his very Birth. his 
Life was graced with many ſupernatural Favours. 
His Mother bore him without the leaſt Pain of Bo- 
dy or Mind; and as ſoon as he breath'd the Vital 
Air, he ſpoke with an audible Voice, falating his 
Mother, and adding, I prefeſi there is only One 
GOD, and that 1 um his Apojile. He was allo Cir- 
cumcis'd by Nature, coming into the World witho t 
his Prepuce. At the ſame Hour, the Devi:s were for- 
bid to aſcend above the Orb of the Moon; and four 
Voices were heard from the four Corners of the 
Square Temple: The firſt ſaying, Proclaim, the Truth 
ii riſen, and all Lies ſcall turn into Hell. The ſecond 
uttering, Now 7s born an Apoſtle of your own Nation, 
and the Omnifotent is with him. The Words of the 
third were, 4 Book full 75 illuftrious Light is ſent you 
from GOD. And the fourth Voice was heard to ſay, 
O Mahomet, ave have ſent thee to be a Prophet, Apo- 
file, and Guide to the World ! ”" | 

When he was about four Years old, accompa- 
rying the Sons of his-Nurſe into the Field, the 
bleſſed Child retir'd into a Cave, at the Foot of the 
Mountain Uric/ to pray: When the Archangel Ga. 
bric] appeared to him, and ſaid, Bi/millai rrahmani 
rrahimi, &c. in the N..me of GOD, Compeffionate 
and Merciful, O Child greatly beloved, I am ſent to 
dijplant from thy Heart the Root of Evil; fer thy 
Ejaculations made the Gates of Paradiſe to f . 
1 he young refignzed One faid, The Will of thy Lord 
and mine be dene. Then the Angel open d Ins Breaft 
with a Razor of Adamant, and taking out his Heart, 
ſqueez d from it the black Contagion, which was de- 
rived from Adam: And having put the Child's Heart 
in his Place again, he bleſs'd nim, and retir'd to the 
Inviſibles. 

From that Time the young Favourite of Heaven 
grew up and proſper d in all Things, having — 
| | Smiles 
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Smiles of GOD and Man. He was nder the Tuition 
of his Uncle 46a Taleb, who diſcerning the Mark of 
an immenſe Soul in his young Nephew, was more ſol- 
licitous for his Welfare than if he had been his Son. 
His Fortune being low in the World, he had no other 
Way to provide for his i//u/trious Charge, than by 
placing him as a Fa#or to Chadijah, a Widow of the 
ſame Tribe with Mahomet, which was the Nc#/ef 
among the Arabians. Beſides ſhe was very beautiful 
andrich : And there wanted no Hopes, that in Time 
ſhe might become Mahomet's Wife. 

That which chiefly encourag'd them to this, was 
a Viſion of Chad jab, every where ta k'd of in thoſe 
Parts. For ſhe had divulg'd it herſelf, long be- 
fore Mahomet became her Servant, or his Uncle had 
any Thoughts of thus diſpoſing of him. The Sun 
feem'd to leave lis Heaven and come down to her 
Houſe, from whence he diſpers d his Beams through 
Arabia, Egypt, Perfa, and in fine throughout 
the whole Earth, This Viſon a had made deep 
Impreſſion on the Mind of Chadizah, and ſhe could 
not reſt, till ſhe had told it to a certain Famous 
Sage in thoſe Parts, who had great ſkill in 4/ro- 
logy, and other myfterious Scirnces, and was cele- 
Ernted for the Integ ity of his Manners. As ſoon 
as he heard the Contents of her Viſfon, he ſaid, 
In the Name of GOD, O Widow, enter in o thy 
Bath, and prepare thyſelf with the necefſery Purifi- 
cations : For thou ſhalt fbortly be marricd to the 
greatiſt Prophet in the World, And when ſhe aſk'd 
the 4ferologer, What was the Country, Tribe, and 
Neme of her next Huſband ; He told her, He was 
an Arabian of Mecca, of the Tribe of the Corei's, and 
that his Name was Mahomet. 

As yet the prophetick Widow knew nothing of 
the Nepbew of Abu Taleb. But thou may 'ſt ima- 
gine ſhe felt ſtrange Paſſions, when his Uncle after: 
| : Wh Wards 
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wards. recommended him to her Service; and ſhe 
knew that he was the Man in whom the A/reo/oger's 
Character was wverify'd, as to his Conntiy, Tribe, 
and Name. For Mahomet was the Son of Abdalla, 
who deſcended from the Bani Aſcbim, who were the 
nobleft Family in the Tribe of the Corer's. Who 
can expreſs her Sentiments, when ſhe ſaw the beau- 
tiful Youth making his firſt Addreſſes to her as an 
humble Slave, whom ſhe believed Heaven had or- 
dain'd for the Partner of her Bed! With what a 
Grace and becoming Modeſty did he receive the laſt 
Inſtructions and Farewel of his parting Uncle] How- 
ever, ſhe conceal'd her Tranſports, and ſent her be- 
loved ade with a Caravan into Syria, allowing him 
a,noble Pen ſion. | 
In that Journey there happen'd ſomething very 
remarkable in Honour of the admirable young Man. 
For at a certain Place on the Road, as he waited on 
the Captain of the Caravan to a Synagogue of the 
Zews, no ſooner had Mahcmet ſet his Foot o'er the 
Threſhold of the Synagegue, but all the Lamps there- 
in were looſen'd from their Chains, and fell down on 
the Floor. All thoſe of thy Nation that were pre- 
ſent, being aſtoniſhed at the portentous Accident, 
fell at the Feet of the Rabies, deſiring their Advice 
in this amazing Circumſtance. They having per- 
form'd the accuſtom'd Cercmonies and Expiatians, 
anſwer d, I is revealed in the Traditions of the 
Senicrs,. That at what Time ſocver an Arabian 
called Mahomet, ſhould be preſent at our Solemni- 
ties, GOD fou remove the Candleiflicks out of 
their Places. It is therefore moſt certain, that ſuch 
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It were eaſy to recount many more Miracles in the 
Life of the Prophet ; ſuch as that of the Cloud over- 
ſhadowing him, the Eagles perching on his Head 
when he was aſleep, the | rees and Stones proclaiming 
him the Apoſtle of God. And if it were to make 
Parallels, I think the ſtupendous Deſcent which the 
Moon made at the Prayers of the divine Meſſenger, 
comes not far ſhort of that . celebrated Diſorder on 
Mount Sinai, when your Law was delivered by Mz/es. 

If thou requireſt undoubted I eſtimonies for Truth 
of this Miracle on our Side, offer ſomething that 1s 
unqueſtionable on thy own. We both equally con- 
fide in the different Records of our Nations, which 
were pcnn'd by Men as liable to Temp'ations, and 
Errors of all Sorts, as thou and I, and all that be- 
lieve what they write, Therefore, unleſs thou can'ft 
ſtart ſome more infallible Authority, or prove the 
eternal and univerſal Obligations of your Law, than 
I can to the contrary, thou lieſt under a manifeſt 
Diſadvantage; ſince I profeſs with our Holy Prophet 
and, all the Mu//ulmans, that the Alcoran contains no + 
thing re vr to the Law of M:/es, but is only a 
more perfect and compleat Idea of the Divine Will: 
And that as Maſes was the Law-giver of the Sons of 
Jaac, ſo Matomet was the Apoſtle of the Sons of //- 
macl, and the Seal of all the Prophets. | 

Uſe thy own Reaſon, and rather be of no Religion, 
than in the Number of thoſe to whom it ſhall be ſaid, 
at the laſt Day, Drink, ye Worſhippers of Ozair, and 
be damn'd for ever. 


Paris, 10th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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L'E TT ER XXI. 
20 Dichicu Huſſein, Baſſiu. 
HERE has been a mighty Qu arrel of late be- 
tween the French and Spanſh Ambaſſadors at 
the Hague about Preccdency. I he Occaſion was this, 


one Evening the French Ambaſſador was riding in a 
Coach, in a Place where the Spani/b Ambaſſador met 


bim in another Coach, and both ſtrivi 1g for the up- 


per Hand, they met with their Horſe's Heads one 
againſt another, and ſo ſtood ſtill. There was pre- 
ſently a Tumult of People gather'd about them: And 
the French being* more reſpected, many Gentlemen 
came in to his Side with Swords and Piſtols; and all 
Things ſeem'd to portend a Combat. But the Magi- 
ſtrates having Notice of this Diſturbance, ſent ſome 
of the Guard: to keep the Peace, and to defend the 
Ambaſladors from any Attempts of the Rabble. In 
the mean while, ſeveral great Lords walk'd to and 
fro between the Ambaſſadors, propoſing Expedients 
of Accommodation: But it being at the very JunQture 
when the French Ambaſiador had recciv'd the News 
of the Si rrender cf Morntmeli, he would not in the 
leaſt yield to any Terms. So that at the laſt, the Spa- 
miard was fore'd to drive out of the Way, thinking it 
a Matter of ſufficicn: Triumph, that he had ſtop'd 
the French Ambaſiador ſo long. 

There is a Poſt come in from Denmark, which 
brings News of the total Deſtruction of 1zchorv by 
Fire. This was a Town belonging to the Danes, and 
was fr'd by the King of Sweden's Order. The Danes 
are very unfortanate of late Years; they make no Fi- 
cure in Eurepe. There is a Period ſet to the Gran- 
deur of every Kingdom and State, and the Danes 
were once very vicorious and formidable; but now 
their Monarchy declines apace, to make Way for the 
rinng Luſtre of the Savedes. | 


By 
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By Sea the Dunkirkers, make a great Noiſe : They 
have lately taken from the French twenty Merchant- 
Veſſels, and from the Exgliſh near half that Number, 
But if they have not better Fortune than their Neigh- 
bours, the French will take their City from them e'er 
long. Every Campaign makes a fair Advance toward 
it. I ſent an Account already to the Kaimacham of 
the Surrender of Montmeli, one of the moſt important 
Places in Chrifendom., Now I acquaintthee, that S. Ve- 
nant, which has not ſo great a Character, yet conſi- 
- derable enough, yielded upon Articles. This was done 
on the 28th of the laſt Moon. At this Kate the French 
Prieſts will have little eiſe to do, but to ſing Te Deum 
for their repeated Succeſſes and Victories, _ 

From Portugal we hear, that Court, to ſecure them- 
ſelves the better againſt the Spaniards, have ſent toim- 
plore the Aſſiſtance of Morocco and Fiz, which is much 
cenſur'd among the Nazerenes. Others ſay, they are 
only Meſſengers, gone to buy up all the Horſes they 
can get in that Country. 

In the mean while, the King of France is taking all 

the politick Meaſures he can, for the Empire of the 
et. His Ambaſſodors in Gcrmeny appears with a 
magnificent Train of Three Hundred Men, and they 
ſtile their Maſter, His Mof? Chriſtian Majefly, King of 
France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in Germany 
and Italy ; which laſt is look'd upon as a fair Step tg 
the Title of Emperor. 
Tha Counſels of the German Court are not a little 
diſturb'd to hear, that our invincible Forces are ap- 
prozching towards the Confines of Hungary. It will 
put ſome Stop to the defign'd Election. Beſides, they 
cannot agree among themſelves about a Succeſſor. 

The Queen Chriflina of Sweden is come back again 
into this Ss cg being frighted out of Lacy a ſe- 
cond Time, by the Return of the Plague. 


There 


—_ — mD— — — 
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There is a War commenc'd between the City of 
Munſter and the Biſhop of that Place; ſo that he has 
laid a formal Seige to it, and preſſes them very cloſe. 

All this is of no ſuch Importance as the News that 
I receive from Conſfantinaple, which aſſures me, that 
the Mu//ulmans have retaken the Iſles of Tenedos and 
Lemnos, tho with ſame Loſs of Men. | 

I wiſh they could as eaſily drive the Venetians out 
of the Arclipelago, and then the Imperial os uld 
1 no longer Reaſon to complain for Want of 
Bread. 


Paris, 10th of the gth Moon 3. 
of the Year 1657. 


LETTER XXII. 
V To Dgnet Oglou. 


Know not what's the Matter, but moſt of my 
1 Friends are of late grown Strange to me. They 
write but ſeldom, and then their Letters- are full of 
Reſerves, as if they ſuſpected my Integrity: Or, 
becauſe that I am commanded to inform the Divan 
of all criminal Practices, therefore they are afraid 
to communicate their Sentiments with the ſame 
Freedom as formerly ; though on Themes no ways 
belonging to the State, but purely ſpeculative, and 
the common Diſcourſe of all ſenſible Men. Are 
you become more moroſe and rigid at Conftantinople 
than you were twenty Years ago? In thoſe Days, I 
remember it was common in the publick C Fre- Ha nt, 


— 


for Muſſulman, Greths, Curd, and Franks, or Men 


of any other Religion, to meet together and vent 
their Thoughts with Liberty: No Man being wil- 
ling to be ſtigmatiz d with the Character of a Clown 
for taking Offence at another's Faith, tho' different 
from his own, | It 
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It was then eſteem d a Point of Gallantry, te fa- 
vour the Chriſtians of all Sects, and let them talk and 
act as they pleaſed, provided they bla not 
GOD, or his Prophets. And they ves would 
have condemned any of their own Party, who ſhould 
have been guilty of ſuch an Immorality and Affront 
to the eſtabliſh'd Religion of the Muſulmans, and 
the general Senſe of Mankind. 

But why then is the ſame Liberty retrench'd now, 
and that among Mu//ulmans who are intimate Friends? 
Is it not now as lawful for us to converſe with one 
another by Letter, or any other Way, as it was then 
to enter into Dialogues with Infidels ? I would not 
encourage to imitate the bold and prophane Ef- 
forts of their Wit, who deny the Being of a GOD, 
or utter Blaſphemies againſt his Meſſenger : The 
whole Univerſe is an irrefragable Teſtimony of an 
Eternal and Omnipotent Nature: And the Alcoran, 
is an evident Proof of the Sanctity and indiſpenſable 
Commiſſion of our holy Law-giver. But I hope it is 
no Crime, to enter into Speculations of Things liable 
to Controverſy. At leaſt, I will venture to diſcloſe 
to thee my Thoughts, who art the moſt agreeable 
of all my Friends. I tell thee, my dear Dgnet, it 
appears to me ridiculous, and like the Quarrels of 
Children, for Mauſulmans to wrangle about mere 
Trifles in Religion, and that the retign'd to G OD 
ſhould be zealous for the Whimfies of Men. One 
Party believes the Alcoran is eternal, another ſays, 
tis created. In my Opinion, they are both abſurd 
Aſſertions. The Firſt, becauſe then it will follow 
that there are more Eternals than One. which is 
a fair Step to Polythei/m and Jdolatry : The Second 
is only an Impropriety of Speech; for we do nat 
uſually ſay of any Writing, that it is Created but 
Penned. 

I can eaſily believe the manifold Deſcents of Ga- 


briel from Heaven, when he brought down the 
Hundred 
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Hundred and Four Sheets of Science and Faith. But 
whether Adam had only Ten of theſe Sheets, or One 
and Twenty as ſome ſay; or whethe his Son Sch 
had but Twenty Nine of them, or Fifty according te 
others, is not material according to my Faith. Fe is 
poſſible Earis had no more not leſs than Thirty, and 
Abraham our Father, juſt Ten of theſe Divine Manu- 
ſcripts. Of theſe we are ſure, that the Yo/ume of the 
Law was ſent to Moſes, the P/a/ms to David, the 
Gofpcl to Jeu the Son of Mary, and the mighty 
Alcoran to Ma bomet the Seal of the Prophets. 

It is eaſy for me to believe the Cz/-fial Pen with 
which all theſe Manuſcripts where written, to be of 
ſome admirable Subſtance. But why it ſhould be 
made of Pearls, rather than of Diamonds, or any 
other Jewels, I ſee no Reaſon : Or that it ſhould be 
a Journey of Fifty Years, for the ſwifteſt Horſe in 
Arabia to ron from one End of it to the other. Yet if 
I have not Faith enough for theſe Things, I will not 
be angry with thoſe that have. Let every Man enjoy 
his Fancy. 

But I cannot be fo indifferent, when I hear Men 
tellme, That GOD has a Body like ours, with Eyes, 
Ears, Noſe, Hands, Tongue, and al other Members, 
and Organs of Life, Senſe, Speech and Motion; 
that he is ſubje& to Paſſions of Love, Hatred, Anger, 
Grief, and all the Affections that are common to 
Mortals. Yet thou knowelt there is a Sect of Mu//u!- 
mans, who believe all this, and preach. it to others 
with great Aſſurance. What is this, but to ſet up 
an Idol in the Place of GOD ? For the Original of 
all 1dclatry was the vain Preſumption of Men, who 
repreſented the inceomprehenſible Divinity, under ſome 
uncommon viſible Figure of Men or Bealts. 

If we muſt aſſign a Body to GOD, it would ſeem 
more rational to adhere to their Opinion among 
the Sphatim, who ſay his Body is Infinite, Uncir- 
cumſeribed, and beyond all Form. Neither is it of 

| any 
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any Import, that the Veſtern Philoſophers aſſert, It is 
of the Eſſence of all Bodies to be Circumſcribed and 
Finite. Since tho' this may be readily granted 
trae of particular Bodies, yet muſt it ever be deny'd 
of the immenſe and univerſal Body out of which the 
World is form'd : Unleſs they will allow it unlimited 
and interminate unbody'd Space, which 1s more un- 
intelligible and abſurd. Doubtleſs, if the Eternal 
Mind has a Body, 'tis expanded wide as the endleſs 
Siber, and equaliy * in all Places: Neither 
can this Body be any more circumciſed, confined, 
or ſhut up in any Place, than the Light of the Sun 
can be reſirain'd within a Room, or ſeparated from 
its Source, by drawing of a Curtain. For all the 
Werld is previous to this infinite Body, which 1s al- 
together indiviſible into Parts, even as that which we 
call a Spirit. In a Word, we muſt conceive it to be 
ſimple and uncompounded, the fineſt and faireſt Mat- 
ter of the Univerſe. | 

But if thou wilt have my Opinion, all this is in- 
finitely too low and narrow an Idea of that eternal 
and moſt exalted Eſſence, that intellectual Beauty, 
which no mortal Eye has ſeen, no Tongue nor Pen 
can deſcribe; the ſmalleſt Glimpſe of whoſe ineffa- 
ble Majcſty, falling in the Thought of holy Men and 
Prophets, ſnatch away their Souls in ſacred Paſſi- 
ons and divine Ecſtaſies, whilſt their Bodies are in 
the Cuſtody of the Angel of Death. At ſuch Times 
they are carried up through the {ever Heavens, be- 
holding all the Wonders, and the Purple Sea, which 
Civides the fr/? Heaven from the /econd. The paſs 
by the Orb, where Fire, Hail, Snow, and Thun- 
der, are prepar'd, and _ in Reſervatories againſt 
the Day of Calamity ; being guarded by Spirits 
of Vengeance, who are created to puniſh Infi- 
dels. Then they aſcend to the fourth Heaven, 
where dwell innumerable Armies of Holy Omer. 
Next to the Fifth, where are the Angels of Inter- 


ceſſion 
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ceſton. Then to the Sixth, which is the Reſidence 
of Arch-Angels, the Internuncio's or Meſſengers of 
the eternal Majeſty. And laſt of all they are intro- 
duced into the Preſence of the moſt ſublime Potentates 
and Principalities, who wait before the Receſs of the 
Creator in the Heavens above all Heavens, whole 
Heighth tranſcends the Power of eternel Intellects to 
meaſure. | | | | 

O Dgnet, when I have ſaid all I can, tis nothing 
to the | 10m For no Word nor Thoughts can 
reach that finite above all Infinity. Nothing but 
pure unbodied Minds can have Aeceſs to the Skirts 
and Borders of that endleſs Region of Light, 
Therefore let us not ſtretch our vain Imaginations, 
nor greedily pry into thoſe Secrets which for ever fly 
from Human Thoughts: But keeping ourſelyes within 
the Bounds of Reaſon and Society, let us-adore 
GOD, and believe his Prapbet, obey the Law of 
Clearneſs and Purity, without injuring Man or 
Beaſt ; and that's the Way, if there be any, to aſcend 
to the Viſion and Enjoyment of that Happineſs, 
which at preſent is hid from us. | 


Paris, 5th of the 11th Mason, 2471 
of the Year 1057. © 


* 


— 
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LETTER XXIII. 
To the Aga of the Janizarics. 


Y Receiv'd the Diſpatch coming from valorous 

Hands, an Expreſs perfum'd with Narci/us, full 
of honourable Words, and exhibiting a Command 
worthy of an Oztoman General. May the Angel of 
Fortitude conduct thee in all thy Expeditions againſt 


Infidels, Rebels and Hereticks. 


Thy 
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Thy Conceptions of the preſent State of Europe 
are very proper and lively : Yet in ſome Things 'tis 
poſiible thou haſt been mifinform'd. The Affairs of 
haly are inconſiderable, when compar'd with the more 
important Wars of the North. l hat Suarter is at 
preſent the Theatre of the moſt remarkable Actions; 
yet the Campaigns in Flanders this Year have made 
ſome Noiſe in the World. | 

But all the Diſcourſe at preſent is, of the famous 
Siege, and TO of Frederic-Ode by the Swedes. 
This is a Fortreſs belonging to the King of Deaxmark, 
and eſteemed one of the ſtrongeſt in Europe. Yet 
is was taken by Storm; wherein the Danes loſt 
Ninety Three principal Officers, and about Three 
Thouſand common Soldiers; Thirty Three Colours; 
Seventy Seven great Guns of Iron and Braſs ; Three 
Hundred and Eighty Two Barrels of Powder; Forty 
Thouſand Muſquet Bullets; Six Hundred Granado's ; 
Three Thouſand Pikes, and 'Two Thouſand Two 
Hundred Suits of Armour. | 

This Victory makes the Swedes appear terrible to 
their Enemies; and they are look'd upon as the only 
2 Nation in the North, as France is in the 

e/t. Yet to ſhew that there's no mix'd Happineſs 
here below, their Intereſt had been much leſſen'd by 
the Deſertion of the Brandenbrrghers, who now ſeem 
to favour the Cauſe of King Caſimir. 

That Monarch had an 133 lately with the 
Elector of Brandenburg at a Place call d Brandenburg ; 
where they embraced one another, banquetted toge- 
ther, and buried all the Memoirs of Enmity in gene- 
rous Compotations : For this is the Way of the Nor- 
thern Princes of Europe, who live in ſo cold a C/i- 
mate, that nothing leſs than a Debauch of Wine can 
thaw their frozen Souls, and melt them into an obli- 
ging Humour. 

As for the State of England, I perceive thou 
know'ſ the Character of O/iver, the new — 

0 
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of that Commonwealth. Yet I can inform thee, 
that he begins to change his Temper. TT here are 
Perſons in his Court, who gives conſtant Intelligence 
to the King of France of all his Secrets. And as the 
txil'd King of Scots could not ſnuff a Candle in a 
Paſſian, but that Uſurper had Knowledge of it; fo 
neither can O/iver have a Dream, but ſome ſpight- 
ful Mercury carries the News into Foreign Countries, 
His Sleep is interrupted with fearful Van, of Plots 
and Treaſons againſt his Life; which makes him 
change his Bed five or fix times a Night. They ſay 
he is me:amorphos'd from a Hero to a perfect Cow- 
ard. And this is not the Report of the Multitude, 
who take Things upon Truſt ; but it is the Sport of 
the French Grandees, who wiſh well to the Son of the 

late murther'd Engliþ King. — 

I muſt be irregular in my Method of Writing, that 
J may oblige thee with Military Remarks. A more 

articular Account of the Storm of Fredericks-Oge 
is juſt come to my Hands, wherein we are aſſured, 
That it was taken at the firſt Aſſault, which much re- 
dounds to the Honour of General #rargle ; and 
that the Crown-Marſhal of Denmark, . with many 
Senators and Grandces, fell by the Edge of the Sword, 
and that Two Thouſand Captives were driven yok'd 
in Couples like Beaſts, as an Augmentation of the 
Conqueror's Triumph. 

Thou wilt not be diſpleaſed at the little Coherence 
and Order of theſe Memoirs, confidering that ut ſuits 
well enough with the Sue; for I write @ la Cam- 
pagne, as the French ſay, and ſo am obliged to enter- 
tain thee with broken Detachments of News, from 
ſeveral Parts, as Occaſion offers. 

The Spaniards are ſtark mad, for the Loſs of 
Mardike, which was taken by the Eugliſb and French 
in the gth Meon, and all the Garriſon ſent Priſoners 
to Calais, They ſwear they will have this impor- 
tant Place again, whatever it coſt them, The — 

- 0 A 
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of Cond: lies dangerouſly fick of a Fever at Gant : 
Whilſt Den John of Auſtria, labours under a Malady 
of another Nature, being much diſtrels'd for Want of 
Money to pay his Soldiers. This is look'd upon as a 
very bad Symptom in a Gereral of an Army. 

The great City Cracoao in Poland, is ſurrendered 
by the Seeds to King Coſimir. That Monarch be- 
* to find a Turn in bis Affairs. and it is thought 

e will draw half the Princes of Eurepe into a League 
againſt the King of Sweden. _ 

It will be of no great In. portance for thee to know, 
that the Siege of Munſter is rais'd, and a Peace con- 
cluded between that City and their Biop : Yet it is 
convenient, that this ſhould be related to the Mini- 

ers of the Divan, who are the Judges of human 
Events. Beſides, in one of my Letters, I mention d 
this Quarrel and Siege. | 

Illuſtrious Aa, I have obey'd thy Commands, in 
ſending thee an Abſtract of all the moſt remarkable 
Tranſactions in Europe, during the laſt three or four 
Moons, | with 'twereas agreeable to any of my Friends 
to ſend me the News of our Armies and Navy. 

Bnt I am more oblized to Strangers and Infidels, 
for the Intelligence I have of rhe Ottoman Affairs, 
than to any of the True Bulicwers. 

Brave Commander, may G Q D preſerve thee from 
the common Vices of a Soldier's Life, and make thee 
as renown'd as Cm Hali, who was preſent in 25 
pitch'd Battles, receiv'd 48 Wounds, and yet lived to 
the 63d Year of his Age. 41 


Paris, 27th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


The End of the Tul Book. 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignior. 


OST of my Lerters to the Grandees 
of the Porte, carry News of War, 
Sieges, and Battles among the Chri- 


ftians. Now Ill tell thee, who art 

my Friend, I'm at War with my ſelf ; one potent 
Paſſion takes the Field againſt another ; oppoſite 
Armies of Affections are embattled in my Breaſt : My 
Heart is block'd up Here lies Intereit entrench'd ; 
There, Honour diſplays its Standard: One Minute, 
| Naturg 
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Nature and Self-Preſervation makes a Sally; the 
next, they are beat back by Generoſity and Love. 
The worſt of it is, that theſe contrary Factions in the 
Soul, are ſo blended together, by a ſecret Corre- 
ſpondence, that it is almoſt impoſſible to diſcern 
which is which. 

Would'ſt thou know what the Meaning of this is? 
III tell thee in Brief; I'm ina Controveriy with my 
ſelf, whether I had beſt die or live. 

Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if 'twere in 
any Man's Power to make this Choice; ſince ac- 
cording to the Maſſulmans Faith, we cannot haſten 
or retard the Moments decreed by Fate. Aſſuredly, 
Predeſtination does not in the leaſt interfere with 
what is call'd Man's Free-will. Every the moſt vo- 
luntary Actions of our Lives complies as exactly with 
the Appointment of Eternal Deſtiny, as the acciden- 
tal Fall of a Tile off Houſe, or a more regular 
and conſtant Deſcent of Rain, Snow and Hail, from 
the Clouds. And for aught I know, we may as 
properly call it the Free-MWill of a River, to run to- 
wards the Sea, as for a Man to purſue the various 
Currents of his own Reaſon or Appetite. Forſoa 
Fountain frequently divides itſelf into many Streams, 
before it falls into the Ocean, which is its Center. 
And Man himſelf, notwithſtanding the boaſted Free- 
dom of his Will, is as much confin'd to act accord- 
ing to his Principles, Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, Paſ- 
ſions and Habits, as the different Rivulets iſſuing from 
the ſame Spring, are reſtrained, each within the 
Banks of its proper Channel. | 

But not to entertain thee with more Allegories ; 
both Thou and 1, and all Men, find ourſelves vio- 
lently carry'd away by certain Inclinations ſo forcible 
as no Power of our Will is able to refit : Sometimes 
our Love, Hate, Joy, Grief and fo the reſt of Hu- 
man Paſſions, are as voluntary, as the Motions of 
our Pulſe, And though in the moſt important 
Actions 
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Actions of our Lives, we generally form ſome re- 
gular Deſign, as their Scope and Center; yet we do 
many Things without Reflection, as Mu/icians are 
faid ſometimes to play excellent Twnes, without ſo 
much as regarding or thinking what they are about. 
By which 1t is evident, that our Will has little to 
co in the Conduct of our Lives, We, like all other 
Creatures, act according to certain ſecert Impulſer of 
Nature. The very ſame Faculty which we call In- 
ſtinct in the Beaſt, is no other than what we term 
Reaſon, Wiſdim, Knowledge, Diſcretion, and Forecaſt 
in our ſelues. And I think it is no Soleciſin to lay, 
That that was a prudent Dog, who perceiving his 
Maſter making ready a Rope ts hang him, ſlipt ſlily 
away, and never came near him more. un 
Suffer me to make yet a farther Digreſſion and 
aſcribe it to Fate. For I'm on a ſudden ſtrangely in- 
terrupted in my Thoughts, by a moſt furious 'Tem- 
peſt; a Medley of Hail, Rain, Lightning and Thun- 
der: And this laſt, tho' not over noily and loud, 
= it was the moſt ſingularly terrifying, that ever. [ 
eard in my Life. There is a Sort of 7hunder which 
they call the Drum, becauſe it approaches near the 
Sound of that Warlike Inſtrument, making a lively 
fierce Rumbling in the Air, like the Beat of an 
Alarm. There is another more ſurpizing, like the 
Roaring of Cannons ; but this bad a Touch in it of 
the mott harſh, affrightning and irregular Noiſe that 
ever ſhook the Welkrn. | 
I was poſleſs'd with a deep Melancholy, as ſoon 
as I heard the horrid Clatter begin, and ſaw the Air 
darken apace, with a more than ordinary Gloomi- 

neſs : Then I felt ſome religious Paſſions ſtrugglin 

with my Reaſon. I was full of Fears, leſt GO 
was angry with me, for my conterfeited Life among 
the Cbriſlians: And imagined no leſs, than that 
this 7empeft was rais'd on purpoſe to deſtroy me; 
and make me an Example to all Mialmani, who 
dare 
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dare deny the holy Prophet, to ſever the Intereit of 
the Grand Signior, as much a Mortal as themſelves. 
Or, at leaſt, I concluded I ſhould taſte my Share of 
the Wrath of Heaven at this  cholerick Juncture. 
Nay, and all the Phi/z/ophy.T could muſter together 
ſerv'd' but to raiſe my diſmal Expectations of the 
Fatal Bleft. For I could not avoid thinking, that 
a wicked Man is a Magnet which naturally artracts 
the Yexgrance of Heawen,, And that I being ſuch in 
the - higheſt Degree, could not. fail of having my 
Soul Acarch'd up at, once to nothigg, or metamor- 
pbaſed to a Fury (which is worie) by ſome. ſurpriſing 
and inevitable Nah. For to. pals from this Life by 
Lightning, Poiſon, or an Earthquake, are the only 
Deaths I fear. tA | 
+ fell oa my Knees and Face, addreſſing myſelf 
to GO D with the moſt humble and fervent Devo- 
tion I was capable of. I made my Application alſo 
to his Prophet. I ſaid and did all that I thought 
would procure: a Reſpite of the Puniſhment I fear'd. 
At length, being tir'd and ſick of too much Prayer, 
I role aud ſat down chearfully, remembering I was 
a Muy/ulman, and reſign'd to the Will of Deitiny. 
Conkdering alſo that I was an Arabian, of a no- 
ble Stock; I reſolved, if I muſt die, to prepare my- 
ſelf wita a Moderation worthy of my Blood, that 
ſo I might go to the Iii like the Grand/on of an 
Emir. 

Perhaps thou wilt impute this to Vanity: But I 
eſteem ic a Point of Juſtice, for a Man to take Care 
that he may live and die like himſelf, without dege- 
nerating form the Virtue of his Auceſtors, or bring- 
ing a Liſgrace on tae Tribe to which he belongs : 
For though G O D has created all Men of the ſame 
Mould, yet he has diſtinguiſhed one Family from 
another, by more than /pecifick Characters imprint- 
ed on them in their Nazzizy. And has ennobled 
ſome Mortals with ROT Qualities and innate 

Per- 


* 
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Perfections which others are wholly Strangers to. So 

there are others remarkable for h:reditary Vices. 
Whether theſe things depend on the Blood, or on 

the different Circumſtances of Souls before «= came 


into theſe Bodics, is a queſtion not ſoon reſolved : 
But this I'm ſure of, that I find in myſelf both ſome 
'Virtues and Vices, which I coald never yer diſcover 
ſo odly blended together in any other Mortal. I'm 
always campaigning on the Frontiers of Good and 
Evil; yet my Paſſions are not mercenary : No Prince 
can tempt me 40 Treaſon or Perfidy. I am Maſter 
of a certain Faſtneſs of Spirit, which no Human 
Charm is able to diſmantle. My Integrity cannot be 
warp'd by Gold: And tis for this Reaſon I a little 
value myſelf: Which makes me ſometimes inclin'd 
rather bravely to fally forth into the unknown World, 
than tarry in this, where I meet with Nothing but 
Contempt and Diſeſteem from the Slaves of him, for 
whoſe Sake I bear the Fatigue of Life. Surely, think 
I, wherever it be my Lot to go, after my Eſcape 
from this mortal Stage, the Spirits of that Region 
will be kind to me for the Sake of my incorruptible 
Truſtineſs; for they have Intrigues as well as we, 
and conſequently will be glad of faithfu al Agent. 

In a Word, ſince all my Zeal and Lo alty js 
thought not to merit any Reward in this Life ; I 
would fain try, whether at leaſt I may not deſerve to 
be a Ghoſt of Honour, if there be any ſuch Diſtin. 
ctions in that World of Spirits. | 


Paris, 27thof the 12th Moog. 
PF the Year 1657. 


LETTER 
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"LETTER IL 


Shall acquaint thee with a late Tranſaction in 

this Kingdom, which T believe has but few Ex- 
amples. The Kaimacham has already receiv'd a Diſ- 
patch from me, wherein I ſignified the Return of 
Chriftina Queen of Sweden into France: This Prin- 
ceſs, ſince her Arrival at Fountainbliau, having diſco- 
vered ſome ſecret Treachery in one of her Retinue, 
who was an Lalian Marquis, pronounced a formal 
Sentance of Death on him : Which was accordingly 
executed on the 1oth Day of the 11th Moon, by her 
own' Officers, in a Gallery of her Palace, after he 
had been warn'd of it by her expreſs Order, and had 
= — ſent to him to prepare him for another 

orld 

When this was done, ſhe immediately ſent a Meſ- 
ſenger to acquaint the French King with this Action, 
and the Reaſon which induced her to it. Some of 
the Courtiers at firſt perſuaded him, That the Pucer's 
Proceedings entrench'd on his Royal Prerogative, he 
being the ſole Arbiter of Life and Death within his 
own Dominions : Whereupon Monfieer de Chaunut 
was (ent to expoſtulate with her. I have formerly 
mention'd this Perſon in ſome of my Letters, when 
he was Ambaſſador from this Court to __ Cbri- 
fina, them reigning in Sweden. He is a Gentleman 
of great Abilities: And for that Reaſon he has been 
employ d in the moſt difficult Negotiations with the 
States of Holland, and other Countries. 

Yet People cenſure variouſly ; and the Caſe has 
been referr'd to the Doctors of the Civil Law, who 
pronounc'd this Sentence in her Favour, That being 
an Independent ——_ and having the King of 
s | 3 
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France's Permiſſion to refide in this Realm, the Rights 
of Sovereignty could not be deny'd her ever ber own 
Subjects: Such are to be efleem'd all that are in her 
Serwice and take her Pay, except the Subjects of the 
State where ſhe refades. 

'The ſwift Execution of this Queen's Sentence on 
her Servant, in Part reſembles the Rigeur of our Eaft- 
ern Tuftice, which admits of no Delays in puniſhin; 
of criminal Perſons, and removing 'Traytors out — 
the Way; neither is it to be diverted by any Fear of 
Afﬀter-Claps. And tho' theſe Veſtern Monarchs ge- 
nerally put no Man to Death without a formal Proceſs 
at Law; yet ſometimes they have leap'd over this 
Rule, and only give the Word of command to ſome 
of their Officers, and the Buſineſs was done : As in 
the Caſe of the Mareſcbal de Ancre, and the Duke of 
Guiſe; the one falling by a Piſtol Bullet, the other 
by the Stab of a Dagger; and both in the King's own 
Palace, ſurrounded with their Servants and Friends. 
And there was no other Way for the Crown of France 
to ſecure itſelf from the Attempts of theſe dangerous 
Men, who were grown to ſuch a Height, as to Mo- 
narch it almoſt as much as their Maſter. | 

Mighty Baſ/a, the Charms of Sovereignty are ve- 
ry ſtrong, creating Envy and Ambition in Subjects, 
and Jealouſy in Princes. It is' not ſafe for an-emi- 
nent Grarndee to appear too popular. For he that is 
inveſted with a Diadem, can never brook a Rival, 
or one whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect for ſach. 


Paris, 15th of the Iſt Moor, 
of the Vearnbss8. 


LE T- 
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2 3 HE $þarniard:; are all diſſolved in Joy for the 
Birth of a young Prince and Heir ot that de- 
clining Monarchy. Tis faid that the King his Fa- 
ther appointed a ſolemn Feſtival throughout all his 
Dominions, commanding his Subjects to celebrate it 
with the moſt exalted Demoſtrations of Joy : And 
on that Day, he himſelf wore the Ranſom of Kings 
in his Apparel ; the very Diamonds and Pearls in has 
Hat being valued at three Millions of Gold: By which 
thou may 'ft gueſs at the reſt 5 i 
He has alio communicated the Joyful News to all 
_ Chriſtian Princes and States, his Friends and Allies. 
And indeed he has ſome Reaſon to make a Noiſe of 
this good Fortune, being aa old Man, and in all 
Men's Opinions no likely to have any more Children. 
. His ps b ta foreign Conntries endeavour to 
rincein all Manner of magnificent Tri- 
umphs, and particularly from Holland we have the fol- 
lowing Account: That on a certain Day of this Moon 
of January, Don Stephano da Gamara, the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador at the Hague, caus'd Te Deum to be ſung 
with excellent Voices and Muſick, whilſt Fifty Pieces 
of Ordnance play'd continually. At Night a Hun- 
dred and Fifty Pitch Barrels were lighted on ſeveral 
Scaffolds in the Streets, and all the Windows in the 
Hague were illuminated with Wax Tapers. And theſe 
Words were ſeen flaming in an artificial Fire-Work 
for two Hours together. he. 
ParVe, ut Magne PhILTppe.” 
Praſpere, proCeDe, & regna. g 
I need not explain this In/rciption to thee who art 
vers'd in the Roman Language ; and wilt find that all 
BOY L 3 the 
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the Salt of theſe Words lies in the Capital Letters 
2 at the Vear wherein the young Prince was 
orn, viz. MD CLVII; except a little Pun upon his 
Name, which is Philip Proſper. On each Side a 
ed the Arms of the Spaniſb King; and —— 
the Golden Fleece, fo artificially contriv'd, that from it 
ung Fountains of divers Kinds of Wine, at which 
the Multieude drank liberally for ſome Hours: Whilſt 
many new coin'd Fieces of Gold and Silver were ſcat- 
ter'd among them out of the Ambaſlador's Windows. 
They were ſtampt with an Olive-Tree, having this 
Motto, on one S. de. 


Creſcente bac, Pax curea creſcet. 


And on the other Side a Hand, with this Inſcription 
in a Label, - 
a Dabit Populis Pacem. 


The French ridicule this Motto, and ſay, the King of 
Spain will e'er long, deſerve the Title of Peace - 
maker, when he ſhall be forced to ſue for it, not be- 
ing in a Condition to carry on a War. 
Illuſtrious Officer, I know thou art well vers'd in 
the Reman Hiftories, having been educated under 
 Achmet Lala, who was a learned Man. And tis 
33 thou art no Stranger to the more modern 
Relations of Europe, and the divers Characters of the 
People that inhabit it. Yet give me Leave to tell thee, 
That Rome in all its vifiorious Bravery, never ſaw a 
firmer Soldier, in a Battle, than the Spaniard; are at 
this Day; but the French have finer Wits, more Mo- 
ney, and better Fortune ; and 'tis this makes them 
inſult. Beſides, Deſtiny over-rules all Things. Every 
Kingdom and Empire has its ClimaQterics, wherein it 
droops, declines, and at the grand critical Period 
falls to Ruin. 
The Gree#s had Money enough when the great 
Sultan Mahomet beſieged Conſtantinople : But ra 
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had not Wit to uſe it for their own Preſervation .; and 
ſo that City, the laſt conſiderable Stake of the Em- 
pire, was loſt to the Ottomans, who ſoon after be- 
came Maſters of all the reſt. 
Thou haft Wealth in Abundance, and Diſcretion 
to manage it : Slip no Opportunities, but remember 
the old Arabian Proverb, which ſays, GOD has gi- 
den whole Days to the Fortunate, but to the Unhappy 
be afferas only ſome Hears. ; 


Paris, 17th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


LETTER lv. 


To Peſteli- Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 
ſtantinople. | | 


Remember my Promiſe, though it be late. Thou 

know'ſt I have many Hindrances, and therefore 
wilt not tax me with feigning an Excuſe. However, 
thy Letter came to me in a good Hour, to put mein 
Mind of theſe 'Things, and to enquire of our Mo- 
ther's Health, who ſtill reſides in this City. 

I have ſaid nothing of her ſince my firſt Letter af- 
ter her Arrival at Paris, And to tell thee the Truth, 
ſhe has ſaid little herſelf, being ignorant of the French 
Tongue, and too old to learn it. Therefore her chief 
Converſation has been with E/iachim, and me, above 
theſe three Years: For that Jew ſpeaks indifferent 
good Turkiſh and Arabick. | 

If thou would'ſt know how ſhe has ſpent her 

Time, 'tis divided between her Devotions and 
her Needle. She lives more Recluſe than a Chri- 
lian Nun ; ſeldom or never ſtirring aboad, un- 
= L 4 WR ants, leſs 
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leſs to take the Air of the Fields, and then ſhut'vp in 
a Coach with her Majd. In a Word, Her Manner of 
Living is a fit Example for the French Women: 
For in ail Things ſhe obſerves the Law of her Edu- 
cation, and the modeſt Cum of the Foft. 

No Argument can perſuade her to change her 
Grectan,Garb, or dreis herſelf after the looſe Mode 
of Wifiern Females. Neither will ſhe eat or drink 
any where, but in the Houſe of Eliachim, for fear of 
infringing the Precepts of the Alcoran, and diſobey- 
ing the Meſſenger of GOD: For ſhe eſteems the Diet 
of the 7excs pure, and free from Follation. In her 
pious motherly Zeal, ſhe rebukes me for eating 
and drinking with fd: And I've nothing to ſay 
in my Defence, but the Necefiity I he under of pre- 
venting Suſpicion, that ſo I may ſerve the Sula 
wich greater Succeſs; and that I have the M:f7's 
Diſpen/ation for this nd many more lrregulanties. 
Wilen ſhe hears this, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to Heaven, 
lays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and appears reſign d: 
Yet ſhakes her Head, and ſeems to pity my Caſe; 
not without ſome Reflections on the Corruption of 
the Times, the Impiety of the Seraglio, and Want of 
Zeal for the Holy Prophet. 

She has her Health to a Miracle: And, excepting 
the firit two Mens after ſhe came to Paris, I never 
heard her complain of the leaſt Indiſpoſition. Tis 
poſſible the Change of Air, with the Inconveniencies 
of travelling ſo far by Sea and Land, might incom- 
mode her at firſt. She was for a while troubled with 
Rheums, Obſtructions, and a Dy/entrcy : But ſhe ſoon 
overcame theſe Diſtempers, and has ever ſince been 
perfectly well. 

We often diſcourſe together of thee, and thy 
Travels in the Ea. Sometimes I read Part of thy 
Yeurnal to her, which affordrs her infinite Delight. 
She congratulates herſelf, and thy good Fortune 
in eſcaping ſo many Perils and Deaths, as * 
: . ANC Where 
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where threaten a Stranger : And takes a particular 
Delight to hear thy Adventures with the {rdian Lady, 
at the Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou may'ſ be aſſur d 
our Mother bears a ſingular Affection to thee; for 
we never meet without wiſhing thee in our Compa- 
ny. She rejoices mightily to hear of thy Proſperity 
and Advancement in the Favour of the Grand Seignior, 
and his principal Miniſters; wiſhing thee every Day a 
new Step of Honour and Intereſt. Thou may ſt alſo 
reſt ſatisfied that Mahmut comes not ſhort of the Af- 
ſection he owes to ſuch a Brother. TY YiS3%p 

At other Times we talk of our Coufin T/euf, who 
is now in the frozen Regions of the North. His iti- 
nerary Memoirs are alſo very pleaſant; and we paſs 
ſome Hours in reading and comparing them with the 
Diſpatches which I frequently receive from Mabhemet, 
an exil'd Eunuch in Egypt: For Jen, is more large in 
his Deſcription of that Country, and his Remarks on 
his Antiquities, than any other Part of Africa. Yet. 
he ſays enough of that Southers Quarter. | 

As to what I promiſed to inform thee concern- 
ing the Pyramids, Mummies, and other Singularities 
of Egypt, know that our Kiniman %%, is a great 
Critick, and gives the Lye to Heradotus, Diodorus, 
Strabo, Pliny, and other Writers, of Greece and Rome. 
Neither will he conſent in all Things to our Arabian 
Hiſtories. | 

He ſays, the Pyramid: are neither ſo high, nor does 
their Baſis take up ſo much Ground, as is reported by 
the Ancients. He laughs at thoſe who affirm they 
caſt no Shadows at Noon, having experiene'd the con- 
trary when the Sun was in Capricorn. And we may 
believe him in this, on good Grounds : For it is re- 
corded of Thales Miliſius, who lived about Two 
Thouſand Years ago, that he took the Height of theſe 
Pyramids by their Shadows. | 
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 'There are three of theſe admirable Structures not 
far from Caire, and about eighteen more in the De- 
farts of Lybia. It is generally ſuppoſed, that they 
were built for Sepulchres of the Egyptian Kings, ſome 
of them before the Flood, the reſt after. T are 
not wanting Hiftorians, who aſſert the greateſt of the 
Pyramids to be the Tomb of Seth, the £02 of Adam. 
Boeuf, was within this mighty Fabrick, and atteſts, 
that after he and his Company had deſcended and aſ- 
cended through certain Galleries, they came at laſt to 
a ſquare Chamber, wall'd about with pure Thebaick 
Marble; in the Middle of which was a Cheſt of 
the ſame Stones, whick when ftruck with the Foot, 
ſounded like a muſical Inſtrument. It is believed, 
that in this Cheſt was laid the Body of the King who 
built that Pyramid. — 5 . 
The ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, That even 
aſter that which we call Death, or the Separation of 
the Soul and Body, there were certain Arts to ret ain 
'em together; if not in io ſtrict and intimate an Union 
as before, y et in a very familiar Correſpondence for 
many Ages. So that the Soul ſhould always take 
delight to hover about the Body, and to exerciſe its 
Faculties in the the Place where that was repoſed. 
For this Reaſon, in the firſt Place, they took out 
the Bowels, and whatſoever was moſt hable to Cor- 
ruption: And having waſh'd the empty Belly with 
Wine of Palms, mix'd with aromatick Powders, they 
ſtuffed it with Myrrh, Caſſia, and many coſtly Con- 
fections, aud then ſew'd it up. After this, they puri- 
fy'd the whole Body with Mitre; and having drawn 
out the Brains by the Noſtrils with a Hook, t 
fill up the Scull with melted Gums. And laſt of all, 
they {wathed up the whole Body in Silk, ſmearing it 
over with rich Mixture of Bitumen, Spices, and Gums, 
and ſo deliver'd to the Kindred it to be laid up in the 
Sepulchre, | 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the Preparations they made to court 
the Preſence of the oul, by rendering the Body for 
ever ſweet and incorruptible. And that the Majeſty 
of Reyal Ghofts might never be interrupted or violated 
by the Neighbourhood of Yu/gar Spirits, or the ruder 
Approach of Mortals, Kings built theſe magnificent 
Piles, as the Palaces of their /aft Repoſe. Tis there- 
fore they were erefted in deſarts and unfrequented 
Places, and in ſuch a Form as was eſteem'd the moſt 
durable and ſecure from the Injuries of Time, the 
Aſſaults of the Elements, and from the common Fate 
of all Human Enterprizes. Each Stone of a prodi- 
ious Bulk, and rivetted to the next with a Bar of 
ron ; which with the Strength and invincible Faſt- 
neſs of the Cement, renders it Thing impoſſible for 
any one of theſe Pyramids to be demoliſh'd, though 
all Mankind were ſet to work for many ſueceſſive 
Generations. | 
Al Mamun the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to do 
it, but in vain. For after he had ſet his Men to work, 
and been at vaſt Expences, they made but one ſmall 
Breach ſo inconſiderable, that being made ſenſible it 
would exhauſt his Treaſures, to remove but the Hun- 
dredth Part of the Pyramid, he deſiſted, full of Won- 
der at the Wiſdom of the Founders. N 
If it be true, that the Soul may by ſuch Allure- 
ments as theſe, be prevail'd on to remain with the 
Bedy in its Sepalchre, and that a Man's future Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in this, I ſhould myſelf admire and imi- 
tute thoſe Egyptian Sages. I would in my Life-time, 
build me a ſmall Mau/olexm, according to my Abili- 
ty, and order in my /aft Will aud Teſtament, that my 
Body be embalm'd and condited for a perpetual Du- 
ration But if none of theſe Arts can alter the De- 
crees of Deſtiny, or force an immortal Spirit, from 
ranging where it pleaſes ; I muſt conclude with 
Pliny, I hat this celebrated Wiſdom of the Egyp- 
tians, was no other 1 Folly, * 
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the Magnificence of their Kings in Building ſuch coſt- 
ly Sepulchres, but Rcyal Watte. 

They themſelves in thus cautiouſly providing to 
ſccure the Soul's Abode, with the Body after Death, 
tacitly own'd, that by the Courſe of Nature, it would 
immediately paſs into ſome other. Nay the Tranſ- 
migration of Souls was an eſtabliſh'd Doctrine in 
Egypt. How then could they be ſo blind as to ima- 
gine a dead Carcaſe, however perfum'd and fenced 
againſt Corruption, was more inviting than an Embryo 
form'd to live? Or that it was: more eligible for the 
Seu / to be impriſon'd in a dark Dungeen (for no 
better are the Inſides of the Pyromids) than to en- 
Joy the Liglit of the Sun, Mcon, and Stats. and the 
various Sweets of the Element] Brother, in my Opi- 
nion, twere better to be a Bird, a Worm, a Fly, or 
any living Thing, than to be thus immur'd for many 
Ages, and have no other Companion, but an old 
ſalted Mummze. es | 

Nu, has made ſome Remarks on the River N:/:, 
to which, he ſays, Egypt owes not only its Corn and 
Fruits, bat alſo the very Soil which brings them 
forth. For every Year, at the Time of Inundation, 
that River brings along with it from Zrhiopia, or 
ſome other Regrons through which 'it paſies, Abun- 
dance of Slime and Mud, with which it covers all the 
Land of Eg ypt, leaving it behind at the Decreaſe of 
the Waters; ſo that the Soil of ER ypt is borrowed 
from otter Countries. And if this be true, for aught 
we know, the Place of its Situation may be borrew'd 
from the Sea, according to the Opinion of ſome an- 
cient Philoſophers. | | 

Heredotus, Pliny, and others were of this Perſua- 
fion, grounding their Cor jectures on the nearer Ap- 
proaches of the Continent to the Mand Pharos, from 
the Lime of Hemer, who exactly calculated its Di- 
ſtance. And they concluded, that the immenſe 
Quantities of Slime, which the Ni/e tranſports * 
1 2 
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the Mountainous Regions of Africa, might in the 
Space of two Miriadi of Years have filled up all that 
Part of the Sea, which is now firm Land, and call'd 
Egypt. | 

4 this be true, it ſeems to be very ſtrange, that 
the Zg Ng. ſnould boaſt of greater Antiquity than 
any other Nation in the World, though their Country 
itſelf be the youngeſt of all the Regions on Earth, an 
abortive Spot of Ground, hatch'd by a River in the 
Depths of the Sea, and ever ſince cheriſh'd by that 
River, as by a Parent or Nurſe, which ceaſes not to 
convey to it yearly a convenient Proportion of Ali- 
ment, whereby the Country itſelf grows in Bulk, 
and the Inhabitants are maintained. O admirable 
Providence of Nature, who can penetrate into th 
myſterious Conduct? O ESt abounding in Prodi- 
gies and Wenders! Where the Land and Water, with 
all other Elements, conſpire to render thee all over 
miraculous. | 

Dear Peſteli, I am tranſported, when I think of 
that Region, and could relate a Thouſand more Pre- 
ſages, both out of 75 's Memoirs, and from the 
Mouth of others, who have travell'd thither to ob- 
ſerve ſo many Miracles. But I believe, thy Patience 
will be ſufficiently tir'd with the Length of this Let- 
ter. Beſides, my Mother is juſt come to viſit me, 
and deſires me to recommend her unfeigned Affecti- 
ons to thee. 

Be aſſured alſo, that Mahmut loves thee with the 

Integrity of a Man and the Tenderneſs of a Brother: 
And he ſerves thee in all Things without repining. 


Paris, 17th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER 


230 LETTERS Vrit by Vol. V. 
. 
To the Kaimacham. 


H E Venetian, are very angry for the Loſs of 
| Tenedos ; and not without Reaſon ; for that 
Iſland is a delicate Spot of Ground, abounding in 
rich Wines, and other Products of Nature: Beſides, 
it commands the Avenue of the Shining City, the 
Refuge of Mortals. 

They variouſly relate the Manner of its being ta- 
ken from 'em, by the Arms which no earthly Power 
is able to reſiſt. Endeavouring in all their Rumours, 
to diſguiſe the Truth as much as they can, and miſ- 

t the Bravery of the Ortomans ; that ſo the 
AQtions of their own Generali may make the greater 


Figure. | 

Theſe Naxarenes have a bad Cauſe, and therefore 
are compelled to make uſe of Shifts and Equivoca- 
tions to ſupport it. They are quite degenerated from 
the Integrity of the Primitive Followers of Jeſus. In a 
Word, they make good the Character of the ancient 
Candiots ; of whom a certain Poet ſays,they are thorough- 
pac'd Liars, rad nous T5 and pluttonous Dronts, 
It is believed in theſe Parts, that when the Veneti- 
an quitted the Iſland, they departed not without 
Revenge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and blowing up ſe- 
veral Hundreds of the Mahcmetans into the Air. 
However. they have for ever proſcrib'd and excom- 
municated Girolamo Loredan and Giovanni Contorin, 
in whoſe Cuſtody the chief t ortreſſes of the Iſland 
were, accuſing them of Cowardice and Treachery : 
Offering alſo two thouſand Sequins to any that ſeizes 
on them within the Dominions of Venice, and three 
thouſand to him that kills them in another Country. 

I know, tis in the Power of the All-commanding 

Porte, to protect theſe Exiles, if they are within the 
Territories of our Sovereign ; much more, if th 
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ſhelter themſelves in that Sanctuary of the Diſtreſſed 
But thou, and the other ſupreme Miniſters, are beſt able 
to judge whether theſe Iidel! merit ſo great a Favour. 
Per their Caſe may be like that of Nadaft, 
Governor of Buda, when Solyman the Magnificent be- 
ſieg d that City For Nada was a Man of invincible 
Courage and Fidelity, but was betrayed by the Soldi- 
ers, who bound him in Chains, and deliver'd up the 
City and Caſtle to the wi&orious Sultan. That brave 
Hero underſtanding their Treachery, and the Reſolu- 
tion of Nadaft, ſet him at Liberty, and preſented him 
with noble Gifts ; but commanded the ious Gar- 
riſon to be cut in Pieces; a due Reward of their Trea- 
ſon. For tho' Princes often make uſe of Traytors to 
ſerve their own Defigns ; yet when the Work is done, 
they commonly purſue the hated Inſtruments, with 
the Effects of a juſt Contempt and Indignation. 
Plutarch the Greek Hiſtorian, abounds with In- 
flances of this Nature, ſo does Hercdian and other 
Roman Authors. But no Example of Puniſhment in 
this Kind ſeems ſo p tionate, regular, and in- 
10us, as that which Brenms King of the Gaul 
cauſed to be inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſus, who, 
when he beſieged that City, promiſed to deliver it in- 
to his Hands, on Condition that his Soldiers would 
beſtow on her all the Ornametts of Gold, which they 
had plunder'd in the Wars of Alia, and wore about 
them as Trophies : For when ſhe had performed her 
Contract, the wiſe General to do his Part, cauſed 
this Virgin to fit down on the Ground; and then eve- 
ry Soldier in his Army caſting his Plate into her Lap, 
ſhe was oppreſſed with the inſupportable Weight, and 
buried alive in a Heap of Gold. | 
I do not mention this, as if the like were due to 
the Venetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of ſuch 
Things to my Superiors, Miniſters of the Bleſſed 
Sanctuary of Mankind, | 


"Tis 
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TLis poſſible the Vizirs of the Bench thought me dead 
or turn d Renegade, becauſe they have not received 
any News from me theſe five Moons: But I tell thee, 
neither Men nor Devils can corrupt the Faith of Mah- 
mut. But by the God of my Vows, there is not a 
more truſty Man in the Univerſe. 
All the Reaſon of my Silence, was the Height of 

the Waters, which ſeem'd to threaten the Earth with 
a Second Deluge. Germany was a Sea, and Flanders 
a Lake for above three Moons together; ſo that 'twas 
impoſſible for the Poft to travel. I here were ſeen alſo 
ſtrange Spectres of Fire in the Air; and the People 
of Brabant were alarm'd with uncouth Noiſes in 
Element. 

Perhaps, illuftrious Kaimacham, theſe are the laſt 
Preparation to the grand Cholick of Nature; when 
Wind, Water and Fire ſhall ſtrive to turn this World 
into its old Chaos. 

Paris, zd of the 6th Moon, 

F the Tear 1658. 


1 
— 


- 12 T' TER N 
ToSolyman, bisCouſin at Conſtantinople. 


ORE Melancholy till ! Wile thon have no 

| Compaſſion on thy exil'd Uncle, but harangue 
m to Death with thy Religious, Jargon! Believe 
me, thy Letters of this Kind are as irkſome to me 
as the continual Din and Babling of Boys is to a 
poor wear) Pedugogue. I forbid not thee to write 
to me, and that as often as thou wilt: Ti; a Comfort 
in my Baiuſhment, to hear from thoſe of my Had. 
But 2 me beg of thee to alter both thy Theme 
and Style. Leave Spiritual Things to the Mallahs 
and Jmaums ; and let thy Thoughts be taken up in 
Things 
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Things belonging to thy Trade. In that be as inqui- 
fitive as thou can'ſt. Bend thy Mind wholly to make 
new Diſcoveries and Improvements in that, and it 
will turn to thy Advantage. At thy Honrs of Lie- 
ſure, I counſel thee to read Hifories, and ſometimes 
go into Company: There is much to be gain'd by 
converfing with Men of Senſe. Such will ſerve as 
Mirrours, wherein thou may'ſt behold Humanity in 
its proper Figure, and the Deformity of that Vizard, 
with which Error and Suqerftition diſguiſe our Na- 
ture. They well correct thy Miſtakes without put- 
ting thee to a Bluſh. Wit and Reaſon ſhall low from 
their Tongues, as ſoft Harmonies breathe from the 
Pipes of an Organ, which clear the Spirits, and + 
rene the Heart that was clouded with Sadneſs 

The Imperial City is full of ſuch, both Natives 
and Strangers. Call them out from the mix'd Mul- 
titude, bn make them thy Companions, withont re- 
garding the Difference of Religion, whether they be 
Muſulmans, Franks, Armenians, Jews; or others. 
Above all Things ſhun the Society of Bigors ; an 
number not thyſelf among thoſe who are opiniated, 
becauſe they profeſs the True Faith : For what fig» 
ntfhes that, if their Lives be vicious? I tell thee, 
they are worſe than the rfide/s. Give no Heed 
to Fortune-Tellers, and ſuch as pretend to Aftrology ; 
for whilſt they boaſt of knowing other Mens Fates, 
they are ignorant of their own. And if there be any 
Truth in that Scierce, one may ſay, their Ignorance 
in it affronts the Stars, and often provokes them to 
haſten their own Rain. Aſſure thyſelf, they only 
amuſe the World with portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Money. © | Wan 
Alſſociate thyſelf with none but prudent and and 
derate Men, whoſe Morals are not leaven'd with a 
too furious Zeal; who look not ſupercilioufly and 
with Diſdain on a Frank, as he walks along the 
Streets, much lefs offer him an Indignity, when he 
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goes about his honeſt Buſineſs, under the Protection 
of the Grand Seignior. It becomes none but Janixa- 
ries and Ryffians to be guity of theſe Incivilities to 
Strangers. The Lanv of Nations, and the particular 
Commands of our Holy Prophet, oblige us to treat 
ſuch with all Humanity and Tenderneſs. Beſides, 
'tis refletting on the Jußic and Heſpitality of the 
Magnificent Porte, which is the Refuge and Sanctuary 
of all the Earth, that a Stranger cannot walk the 
Streets in Peace. Deſpiſe no Man on the Score of his 
Religion ; for there are no Factions in Paradiſe : But 
conſider, that whilſt Thouſands of Maſulmans ſhall 
o to Hell for their wicked Lives, ſo an equal Num- 
of thoſe we call V. ſadels, may be received into the 
Manſions of the Blejjed for their Virtue. © | 
. 'Thou ſcemeſt to be much concerned for thy Soul: 
thy Letter abounds with evermuch Care in this Point. 
In being too Solicitous, it is evident thy Faith is 
ſmall. Every Line is tinctur d with fad Expreſſions 
about the Perils, Snares, Ambuſhes, Hooks, Gins, 
and I know not what other Devices the D-wi/ has to 
ruin thy for. Saul, as thou call'ſt it. Confin, Doſt 
thou know what the Sou / is, about which thou keep'ſt 
ſuch a Pudder? If thou doſt, tis more than I do; 
and yet I have been ſearching and prying into it above 
theſe thirty Years: I mean, from the Time that I firſt 
began to hint and conſider of Things: But am as far 
to ſeek as ever I was. Neither could all the wiſe M:n 
of Ola, the Philoſophers and Sages, for aught I per- 
ceive, agree in their Verdict about this myſterious 
Thing which we call the Scl. 
One will have it to be, Only the fineſi Part of Mat- 
ter in the Body; another ſays, 'Tis the Air which the 
Lungs ſuck in, and diffuſe through all our Members. A. 
third Sort affirm it to be, 4 Miæture of Air and Fire, 
A Fourth, of Earth and Water. A Fifth calls it, 4 
Completion made up of the four Elements, a Kind of 
Ruinteſſence. and i know not what. The F 
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call'd it, 4 certain mowing Number: And the Chal- 
deans, A Power without Form nf ; yet imbibing all 
Forms. Ariſtotle call'd it, The Perfection of a natural 
Body. All theſe agreed, That it was Corporeal, and 
as it were — from Matter. The beſt Defini- 
tion among them is not worth an Aſper. 

But there were Men of ſublime Speculations, who 
affirm the Soul to be, 4 Divine Sub/lance, independent 
of the Body. Of this Opinion were Zoreafter, Hermes 

riſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plutarch, 7 7. 
and Plato. The laſt defined the Seu to be a fe. 
moving Effence, endued with r But when 
they have ſaid all, I prefer the Modeſty of Cicero, 
Seneca, and others who acknowledg'd they were Ato- 
gethere ignorant what the Su is. | 

There was no leſs Diſagreement among the P4:- 
leſopbers, about the Seat of the Soul. . and 
Hierophilus plac'd it in the Ventricles of the Brain. 
Democritus aſſign'd it the Whole Body. - Strabo was 
of Opinion, it reſides between the Brow: ; Epicurus 
in the Breafl. The Stoicks lodg'd it in the Heart, 
and Empedocles in the Blood. Which laſt ſeems to be 
the moſt current Opinion of the Ca to this Day: 
In Regard both Meſes the Law*giver of the Jews, 
and Mahomet our Holy Prophet, aſſerted the fame, 
88 PS Tones forbid Fleſh to eaten with the 

But be it what it will, either Corporeal in Incor- 
poreal, a Subſtance or an Accident ; whether it dwell 
in the Head or in the Feet, within or without the 
Body, there is no Certainty in theſe Things, neither 
can we be aſſured, what will become of it after 
Death. Therefore, 'tis in vain to diſquiet thyſelf 
in Search of a Myſtery that is hid from Mortals : 
And equally fooliſh it will be, to frighten thyſelf 
with an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, and ſuch like 
Chimæra's, which thou ſuppoſeſt the Devil is buſy 

with to entrap thy Soul. "Tis a Wonder thou art 


not 
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not afraid to ſleep, left he ſhould catch thee napping, 
and ſteal thy Soul from thee. I would fai know, 
what Sort of- Tools he mult aſe, to take hold of a 
Subſtance more thin and imperceptible than a Shadow, 
or how he will be able to ſeize and run away with a 
Being, active and free as Thought. e 

Corfin, ſerve GOD after the Manner of thy Fore- 
fathers ; love thy Friends, pardon thy Enemies, be 
juſt to all Men, and do no Injury to any Beaſt. If 
thou obſerveſt this Rule, thou may'ſt defy the Devil, 
for thy Soul is in ſafe Cuſtody. GOD is nearer to 
thee than thou art to thyſe'f. He is in the Centre of 
every Thing, and is himſelf the Centre ofall I hings: 
Ina Word, He is All in All 


Paris, 3d of the Gth Men, 
P the Tear 1658. 


Py * 


rA vn. 
* To Afis, Baſſa. 

ow the Scenes are changed in Euro, Ene- 

mies are become Friends, and thoſe who' pro- 

ſeſſed a mutual Friendſhip are at open Defiance. Con- 
ſtancy is a Vice in Politicks ; and a dextrous Way of 
ſhifting from one Engagement to another, for Intereſt 
is eſteem'd the only State-Firtue. 

T have already intimated to the Diwan, the War 
which broke out laſt Year between the Swedes and 
Danes. The latter began it by a ſolemn Proclamation, 
ſending a Herald at Arms to the Sxwediſh Court, 
and diſpatching Ambaſſadors to all his Allies in Chri- 
Henaam, to give them an Account of all his Proceed- 
ings. Now I ſhall entertain thee wich a ſhort 2 

WH is 6 . " . 1 | A by © 


1 


Vol. V. 4 SpY at PARIS. 237 
of this War, which thou wilt comprehend, That the 
Danes are either much degenerated from the Valour of 
their Anceſtors, who formerly made the moſt terrible 
Figure of all the Nations in the North : Or elſe they 
are leſs obliged to Fortune, who has not favour'd them 
which ſo many Succeſſes and I riumphs of late, but ra- 
ther expoſed them to the Inſults of their Enemies, and 
the Contempt of all Men. | , 

When the King of Denmark firſt proclaimed his 
War, he had a fair Advantage of the Sweat, who 
at that Time were ſorely intangled between the Po- 
landers, Germans, and Muſcovites, and had more 
need of Helps than Hindrances. Yet King 'Gu/ta- 
wus turning Part of his Forces into Ho/flein, Schone - 
land and Juitland, he took one Part after another, 
till he had over-run thoſe Provinces in the Space of 
ſix Moons: And reduced the Danes to a Neceſlity of 
Compoſition, and that on ſuch diſhonourable Terms, 
as renders them the Seorn of their neighbouring Na- 
tions. 

On the 13th of the zu Moon, the Two Kings had 
an Interview near Copenhagen, the Capital. City of 
Denmark : For ſo far had the Fortune of the Swwe- 
diſh Arms carried their Victories. They eat and drank 
together ſeveral Times, and converſed privately ſome 
Hours. At laſt a firm Peace was concluded between 
them, and they concerted the Meaſures of a perfect 
Friendſhip. n 

But before this, the Dane had been forced to 
yield up Schone/and, with E/fmberg, which com- 
manded half the Baltick Sea. He DI alſo 
the Provinces of B/akin and Halland, with a very 
ſtrong Caſtle ; the and of Burtho/me, Ten Ships of 
War, and obliged himſelf to pay a Million of 
Dollars, and to maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and 
Foot in the King of Swed«/and's Service, and give 
free Quarter to all the Swwedi/ Forces dll the 5th 

Moon 
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Moon. Theſe are ſuch diſhonouruble Articles, than 
the King of Denmark has quite loſt himſelf in the 
Eſteem of all his Allies. They call him a poor-ſpirited 
Prince, not worthy of Support or Aſſiſtance. | 
In a Word, Serene Baſſa, it is like to fare with 
him as with ether unfortunate Men, who when they 
are once falling, every Body will help to throw them 
down. Therefore conſerve thy Honour, as the only 
Bulwark of thy Intereſt and Life. ; 
Par's, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
| of the Year 1657. 


— 


LETTER VIII. 
To the Mufti. 


V the Faith of a True Beliewer, I ſwear the 
Chriflians are Enemies to themſelves, if they 
o not embrace the Project of a certain ut. They 
are no Friends to their M:/7as, if they reje& ſo regu- 
lar an Idea, fo reform'd a Model of the Nazarene 
Empire, as this Sage has lately propoſed to the Pope 
and the Gardinal;. | | 
He lays his Foundation very deep, and draws his 
Examples from the Practice of Peter, the Prince of 
the firſt Twelve Chriſtian Caliphs, whom the Franks 
call the Apoſtles of JESUS, the Son of Mary. For, 
according to their I raditions, the Maſias before he 
aſcended to Heaven, left an exact Pattern of the Em- 
pire he defign'd to eſtabliſſi on Earth. He divided 
this Empire into twelve diſtin& Provinces, according 
to the Number of his Apoſtles and Vicars, aſſigning 
to each that Quarter of the World where he was to 
reſide, as Maſes had formerly cantoniz'd the holy 
ion of Paleſtine among the Twelve Tribes, that 
deſcended from Jacob. | 


But 
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But the happy Son of Mar bring, 6 tae grranee 
Prophet tan? ofſes, or any That had gone before 
him ; they ſay, he would not be contented with dimi- 
nutive Territories, or Dominion; diſproportionate to his 
ineffable Deſcent and Original. Therefore he refolv'd 
on the Conqueſt of the whole Earth ; commanding 
his Yicegerents to diſperſe them through all Nations, 
according to a certain Method, and proclaim his 
Laws to every Creature on the Globe. 

Venerable Preſident of the Faithful, J relate theſe 
Things, as I receive them from the Mouths and 
Pens of learned Chri/tians, who may be preſumed 
to know their own Hiſtory. Thou will perhaps 
expect to hear of Armies immediately rais'd ; of 
Camps, Battles and Sieges; of Devaſtations by Fire 
and Sword; Storming of Cities; and Famiſhing of 
the more impregnable Fortreſſes: In a Word, I 
believe thou lookeſt for a Relation of Campaigns 
and Victories, more glorious than the Atchieve- 
ment of the Roman Cz/ars, more fortunate than 
the Succeſſes of Alexander the Great: But, I tell 
thee, all the Regiſters and Archives of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, cannot furniſh us with any Memoirs 
of this Nature. 

Their Goſpel mentions no Warlike Undertakings, 
not ſo much as the drawing of the Sword by the Son 
of Mary, or any of his — unleſs in a pri- 
vate Rencounter, hen Peter the Lieutenant of the 
Mz:ffias, enflam'd with a Paſſion to ſee his Maſter be- 
trayed by Judas his Kahyah, or Tefterd, and rudely 
aſſaulted by Malchus, a Slave of the Jewiſh Mufti, 
the valiant Apoſtle drew his Cymetar, and cut off the 
Fellow's Ear. | ded 

Believe me, O myfterious Doctor of the Mu/ul- 
mans. I have peruſed the four Hiſtories of the Life 
of Jeſus, written by thoſe who were Eye-witnefles - 
of his Actions: And I find indeed, that he once 
faid to them of his Retinue, 7 come not to ſend Peace 
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en Earth but a Sword, Vet, by the Sequel it is evi- 
dent, that when he examined what Weapons his Fol- 
lowers had, and they told him, ut two Swords; he 
ſeem d to be well ſatisfied, ſaying, 17 is enough ; tko 
a Moment before, he bid him among them that had 
no Szerd, ſell his Robe and buy one. 5 
And I have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Paul, one of 
the Primitive Chriſfian Caliplu, to the Nazarenes at 
Epheſus; wherein he councils them to put on com- 
eat Armour, as Helmet, Breaſi plate, Shield, Buſ- 
in, Sword, and the reſt. 6: | 
Beſides theſe Paſſages, or ſuch like, there is no 
military Diſcourſe throughout the Book of the Go/- 
gel; much leis any Relation of Battles, Sieges, or 
any Martial Exploits. And the Chriſtian Mallabs, 
or Doors, interpret that Letter of Paul's in a myfti- 
cal Senſe. | | 
. Wilc thou know | then, how-the Mas and his 
A poitles ſubdued the World: I'll tell thee, it was by 
exemplary Virtue and good. Works, by. Miracles, 
and evident Demonſtrations of a Supernatural Power 
aſſiſting them. For, they ſpake all Languages, yet 
were moſt of them z//zzerate Petſons; they cur'd the 
Deaf, the Blind, the Lame, and the Paralytick, 
without the Methods of Surgery or Phyfick, They 
eaſt out Deuils; rais d the Dead. And finally, per- 
form'd ſuch and ſo many ſtupendous Actions, that the 
Morld became captivated to their Doctrines and Laxus, 
and willingly ſubmitted to a Yoke, which ſeem'd to 
come from Heaven. With divine Eloquence, and 
the Dint of irreſiſtable Reaſon, Peter the Prince of 
the Chriſian Caliphs, ſubdued the Minds of his 
aſtoniſh'd Auditory one Day in FJeruſalem; ſo that 
before the Sun went down, he gain'd Five Thou- 
ſand Proſelytes. The Fame of theſe Things was 
ſoon ſpead through the adjacent Countries, and 
divers remote Provinces; and the Number of the 


Convents was proportionably increaſed, In a Word, 
| all 
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all that embraced the Faith of Jeſus, ſurrender'd both 
themſelves and their Eſtates to be intirely diſpoſed of 
at the Pleaſure of the Jpo///es. So great and unre- 
ſerv'd an Attach had they for the Yicars of their 
GOD. | | 
Now the forenam d 7. /uzt conſidering theſe Things. 
and comparing the State of thoſe devout Times, with 
the Libertiniſm, Diviſions, Wars, and general Con- 
tempt of the Prieſthood among the Chriſtians of ſuc- 
ceeding Times, and eſpecially in this preſent Age ; 
attributes the Source of all theſe Evils to the ill Con- 
duct of the 4poftles themſelves, and their Succeſfors 
in the Primitive Time, who did not ſufficiently im- 
prove the Advantages they were poſſeſſed of, when 
the pious Multitude would willingly have made them 
Lords of all Things. For, ſays he, by the ſame 
Method and Reaſons might they have claim'd the 
Dominion o'er the Eitates of Kings and Em 
themſelves, as o'er the Goods and Lands of the mean · 
eſt Proſelytes: Since they were all equally Sons of the 
Charch, and Subjects to the Diſcipline and Laws of 
47. 
hb Eccleſiaſtick Politician therefore mightily 
blames Pope Sylveſter, who fate in the Chair of Peter, 
when Conſtantine the Great became a Chriſtian, being 
the Firſt of the Roman Emperor, who embraced 
that Faith. He accuſes him, I ſay, of Weakneſs 
and a mean Spirit, for accepting of that Donation. 
which to this Day 1s call'd the Patrimony of the Church, 
and comprehends all the Temporal Eſtates the-Romar 
Pontiffs can boaſt ef. Whereas, he ought to have 
claim'd an entire Reſignation of the whole Roman 
Empire into his Hands, as ſupreme Vicar of GOD 
on Earth. This would have been a Pattern, ſays he, 
to all the Kings and Princes of the Earth, who thought 
fit to turn Chriſtiant. And ſo the Dominions of the 
World had all fallen to the Share of the Prieſts. 
M Neither 
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Neither could it appear difficult in his Opinion, to 
have reduced the greateſt Monarchs to fuch a Forget- 
fulneſs and Contempt of their Royal Birth, and all the 
potent Charms of a Crown : Since the ſame Rheto- 
rick which perſuaded them to be Followers of the 
Meffias, would have alſo convinced em of the Vanity 
of all the earthly Enjoyments ; and of the Obligation 
they had to be mortify'd, and to purſue their Claims 
to Diadews of a more exalted Degree, the ineffable 
Regalia of Paradiſe. 

But fince Things are thus in their preſent State, 
and the Chriffian Princes retain their Sovereignty, 
without any other Dependance on the Pope, ſaving 
in Matters purely religious; this 7e/uzt propoſes, that 
the Roman Pontiſit would either firſt wy 22s their 
own Lives and Court to the Height of that Primitive 
and Apoſtolical Purity, which ſhines ſo eminently 
in the earlieſt Governours of the Church; and by 
that Means periuade all the Monarchs in Chriſten- 
dom to become their Subjects: Or elſe compel them 
by Force to take the Order of Pri:#hoed, and fo turn 
their Crowns into Mitres, their 1 N. into Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Commonwealths, where all the Publick 
Offices of State, Seats of Judicature, and in fine, the 
whole Sy ſtem of the Civil and Political Adminiſtrati- 
on ſhould be managed hy the Prieſts in a ſubordinate 

ndence one of another, according as their ſeveral 
Characters required, By which means all Chriſten- 
dom would be ſoon united into one Eccleſiaſtick Em- 
ire, whereof the Pope ſhould be the ſupreme Head in 
Temporal as well as Spirituals. 

What I have related, is not only this Man's pri- 
vate Project, but the univerſal Aim of his auhole Or- 
der: And Thouſands of other Prief/s and Derwiſes are 
caballing in all Court and Countries of Europe to 
bring it to pals. 

Venerable Eſad. if GOD ſhould ſuffer their Contri- 
vince to take Effet, it is to fear d our Wars 

| with 
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with Chriſtians would be as expenſive and trou- 
bleſome, if not more fatal to the Mu//u/man Intereſts 
than when theſe Ide formerly, laying aſide their 
rw Feuds, banded together to conquer the Ho/y- 


and. 


Paris, 25th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


Wo: a 


LETT EIA N. 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 
„/ the College of Sciences at Fez. 


Receiv'd the Pacquet of venerable Import, contain- 
ing ſacred Counſels, and acceptable Intelligence, 
repleniſh'd with noble Memoirs, and illyſtrious Re- 
marks, ſage Precepts, and refin'd Improvements in 
Philoſophy, and the myſterious Sciences of Nature. 
With Abundance or Affection and Joy I read the 
Character of Mu/u Abu'l Tabyan, and the Encomium 
of his Wiſdom and Virtues. May a Conſtellation of 
ſuch Lights always adorn-that renowned College, and 
from thence diſperſe their learned Influence and Rays, 
not only through rica, but over all the Earth; that 
Fez may be number'd _— the Cities whoſe Fame 
is ſweet ; that it may be rank d with Teru/alem the 
Holy; Maſre the Ancient; Medina Talnabi the 
Chaſte, and the ſalutiferous Babylon, acquiring a on 
- 


m4 — _ 


culiar Title of Hondur, an Attribute worthy of 
ſpect, when Men ſhall every where call it Fez, 
Mother of Sciences. 8 
My Soul has been very inquiſitive and reſtleſs for 
many Vears, and I think this is owing to my Capti- 
vity in Palermo: For before that, whilſt I lived at 
M 2 Eaſe 
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Eaſe in the Serag/io, baſking under the warmer Influ- 
ence of Roya! Majeſty, the Sacred Preſence of the 
Grand Seignior, who like the Sun gives Motion, Heat, 
and Life to all Things; I ne'er regard Books, or 
once 1 Mind to ſtudy any I hing, but how 


to acquit my in my Station, and ſtrengthen my 
Intereſt at the Court; Eſteeming all other Learning 
as barbarous, which conduced not to this End. 

Foreign Hiſtories and Languages were equally con- 
temptible to me: I though it beneath a * 
Cour tier, to give his Tongue and Mind the Fatigue 
of any other Dialea, ſave the Perfian, Arabick, and 
Turkiſh: Or to load his Memory with the Records of 
of other Nations, deſigning to be the Slaves of True 
Believers. 

As to the ſpeculative Sciences, I was naturally de- 
firovs enough of Knowledge. But I either had not 
Lieſure, er wanted Books and other Advantages of 
Study. So that all the Knowledge I could then boaſt 
of, conſiſted only in ſome looſe Notions of Logick 
and Metaphyficks which I had got by reading an old 
Arabian Manuſcript. And I thought myſelf Hiſto- 
Tian wow after I had peruſed the Annals of the 
Ottoman Empire, and now and then caft an Eye on 
the Turi Tranſlation of Herodotus and Plutarch. 

"Tis true indeed, by converſing frequently with 
the Greeks, I ſoon learn'd their Yulgar Diale# : But 
this is far from the polite Language of the ancient 
Grecians : And a Page of the Treaſury taught me the 
Rudiments of Sclavonian; which afterwards I learn d 
more perfectly, hoping it would be of ſome Service 
to me one Time or other. | | 

All theſe were very ſuperficial Accompliſhments ; 
yet | thought myſelf happy enough without ſearch- 
ing any farther. The Pleaſures and Gaieties of a 
'Courtly Life, took from me the Edge and Guſt, with 
which 1 have ſince purſued more ſolid Studies, and 
look'd into the Wiſdom of the Ancients, « ; 
ES 2 ut 
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But when once Misfortune had chang'd the Scene 
of my Life, and inſtead of the honourable Poſt I had 
in the Grand Seignior's Service, Fate had render'd me 
a miſerable abject Slave in Sicily. I n to grow 
very.thoughtful and penſive. The continual Drudgery 
and Labour I underwent, ſoon mortified my for- 
mer Paſſions, and wean'd me from all Hopes of 
worldly Honour : And the cruel Stripes I daily re- 
ceived from that barbarous Infidel, my Maſter, ſo 
broke my, Spirits, that Servitude became familiar to 
me; a — to be happy in this World, I was 
only ambitious to be wiſe. 13 ; 

ew very contemplative : And havin uaint- 

ed myſelf with an — Carpenter in — 
where we liv'd, who had a great many Books in 
his Cuſtody, he lent me ſeveral choiſe Treatiſes ; 
and 1 borrow'd all the Hours I could from Sleep, to 
peruſe them with Atteation end Profit. 'That Car- 
penter pitied my Condition, and did me many 
ood Offices of Friendſhip, without other Hopes of 
eward, fave what he expected from GOD. By 
his Means, I contracted a Familiarity with two or 
three learned Men, who ſpared no Pains to in- 
ſtruct me in the Roman and ancient Greek ray ſe 
es, as alſo in the Principles of Philo phy. * | 
ſer often beat me for this, atiributing the Neglect af 
his Buſineſs to my Bookiſhneſs (as he call'd it) and 
keeping the Prieſts Company. But all his Severity 
could not abate my ardent Thirſt after Knowledge, 
J ſtill continued ſtudying at certain Seaſons, till 
the happy Hour of my 1 and then I 
frequented the Acad mien. Ever ſince which Time, 
I have neglected no Opportunities of improving my 
Reaſon; yet find myſelf at this Day much in the 
Dark. There appears no certainty in any Science 
but the Mathematicks : All the reſt are entangled 
with a Thouſand Controverſies and Riddles; which 
has made me turn Sc-prick in moſt Things. Only I 
| M 3 retain 
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retain an inviolable Faith for the Alcoran, and the 
Book of prophetick Doctrines and Traditions. Next 
to theſe, I pay a profound Reſpect to the Writings of 
Prophyry the Philoſopher, who ſeems to approach 
neareſt to Reaſon of all the ancient Sages. His true 
Name was the ſame as thine [ Me/ecb] which thou 
knoweſt in the Syriac ſignifies [King ] Whence his 
Tutor Longinus taking Occaſion from the uſual Colour 
of Royal Robes, call him Porphyrius, which in the 
Greek ſigniſies. one clad in Purple. He was born at 
Tyre, the Metrepolis of the ancient Phenicians. His 
Pedigree was able, and his Education generous. Na- 
ture had alſo form'd him for a Sage, and Fortune fa- 
vour'd him with Advantages enough. For beſides his 
firſt Tutor, whom I have already mention'd (who was 
the greateſt Grammarian and Orator of his Time ;) 
Porphyry went to Rome, where he gain'd the Friendſhip 
of Phtinus : And that Philoſopher accompliſh'd him 
in the Perfection of all Sciences : So that he had Power 
over the Demons, and expell'd the Genius Atan which 
infeſted certain Baths in Rome. In a Word, his Doc- 
trines appear d divine, and his Actions more than hu- 
man. Yet he himſelf before his Death, publiſh'd a 
Reverſe of his former Writings : Which 1s a ſufficient 
Argument, that there is no Stability in the Thoughts 
of Mortals. | 

Therefore, Since the Wiſeſt of Men contradict 
themſelves, and turn 1 tell me, O Oracle of 
the Age, why may not | ? 


Paris, 2oth of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER 
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To Murat, Baſſa. 


T HERE has been ſomething lately tranſ; 
between the French and the Exgliſ, which 
ſeems a Myſtery. No Body here i the 
Meaning of it, but the Privado's of the Cabinet. 
Yet every one gueiles tis a Fetch of Maxarini : Wit. 
That Miniſter has more Meanders in his Brains, than 
an old Turtiſh Gameſter at Chet; who foreſees no 
leſs than nine unavoidable Conſequences. before he 
makes one bold Mo.ion : And to be ſure, the laſt 
ſhall be to his own Advantage. In a Word Dunkirk, 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt important Sea-Town of all the 
{ 3 is turrender'd by the Spariards to the French ; 
and by theſe, as an earneſt of Friendſhip, is put into 
the Hands of the Engliſb. 
The little Politicians of the City are amaz'd at 
it; and the greateſt Machiavels of the Court, ei- 
ter cannot, or will not inform them of the true Se- 
cret. | 

You ſhall ſee two or three grave Citizens brood- 
ing Thoughts together over a Box of Polvita, and 
ſneezing out tneir Sentiments without Reſerve. 
Yet after all their wiſe Conſult, they part as great 
Fools as they met, and only fatisfy themſelves with 
nodding Wiſdom to each other, at their laſt Conge ; 
wherein is comprehended the whole Syſtem of the 
Politicks. 
It was generally thought to be ſome extraordi- 
nary Overture this Court would make to the Exg/i/þh, 
when a little before the Surrender of Dunkirk, the 
Duke of Cregui, Firſt Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber, 
and Monfieur Mancini, the Cardinal's Nephew, were 
ſent with a ſplendid Retinue of French Nobles to 

M 4 England, 
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England. Every body gueſs'd ſome ſurprizing Acti- 
1 follow ; eu. Hat it muſt ner Vo My- 
ſtery of Grand Importance, ' which could not 
truſted to Perſons of leſs. Note than the Two chief 
Favourites of the Cardinal Minifitr. And now tis 
come out, they know not what to make on't. Nei- 
ther can I poſhbly learn as yet, the true Reaſon, of 
putting the Engliſh in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Town as 
this, which commands all the Northern Seas, and 
has coft ſo much Sweat and Blood to take from 
the Spaniards. I have ſet O/man the Dwarf to 
work, and laid Traps to get the Secret from ſeve- 
ral other Couriers, But I might as well have at- 
tempted to find out the Body of Moſes, which cau- 
fed a Quarrel between Michael and the Devil. Time 
will diſcover the Secret. And I dare at pre- 
ent conclude that the EFagliſh are the only Nation in 
Europe, whole Friendſhip the French think worth 
courting. - | | 
The King has been very ill of a Fever, and in great 
Danger of his Life: But is now recover'd again, 
which occaſions Abundance of real Joys among his 
Friends and loyal Subjects. As for the teſt, they 
know how to counterfeit. 2 F 
I had almoſt forgotten to tell thee, that the Spani- 
ard; endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk, were encoun- 
ter'd by the French and routed ; about Two Thou- 
fand of their Men being kill'd, and as many taken 
Priſoners. ip 
Sage Baſ/a, the Succeſſes of this Monarch are fo 
conſtant, that they have given Birth to a Proverb : 
For when they would encourage any Man's Hopes, or 
make a ſtrong Aſſeveration, they uſually ſay, As ſure 
as the Great Lewis gets a Town or Two in Flanders 
this Campaign. | 
Mareſchal Turenne is a brave General, and the 
French Vifories are in a great Meaſure owing to 
his Conduct. He is very expeditious in his Under- 
- FOE takings. 
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akings. There were but a few Days between the 
Surrender of Dunkirk, . and his taking of Bergen, 
2 and A Three 2 2 - 
ers : And, tis thought, 'twill not 1 
ſore he takes others. | * : 
The French King is in a fair Way to the Empire of 

the Weff, But this will not be for the Intereſt of the 
Grand Seignior : For then he will have a new Enemy 
of an old Friend, and one more potent than he had 
before. Yet Deſtiny over-rules all Things. 


Paris, 13th of the 8th Mcon, 
of the Year 1658. 


„ wu 
| EY 


LETTER XI. 


To Mahamed, the Ercmite of Mount 
| Uriel iz Arabia- | 


Have often troubled thee with important Addreſ- 

ſes, O matchleſs Mortal : Permit me once more 
to unboſom my Thoughts, as to my Confſor, or ra- 
ther as to an Oracle. | | 

Surely, this Hour the Stars of my Nativity ſuffer 
a mighty Change. I ſeem to myſelf like one newly 
awak d out of a deep Sleep, or from the Deluſions of 
a long Dream : For ſo methinks have my paſt Years 

one away like a Night, wherein my — irit 
— encounter 'd with nothing but Phantaſms, Vifions 
and Darkneſs. 

My Infant Days I eſteem the moſt happy, when 
my Ignorance of Vice had greater Influence on my 
Actions, and preſerved me more free from Blemiſh, 
than could afterwards all my acquired Knowledge of 
the Precept and Maxim 5 of Vertue. For no ſoonęr 

| | Was 
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was I enjoying the Study of Morality, and taught to 
diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil; but my Curio- 
ſity prompted me to examine the Nature of the lat- 
ter more cloſely than the bare Speculation. I found 
myſelf more forcibly carried away by a ſecret Plea- 
ſure, to make Experiment of what was forbidden, 
than to practice what was commanded : So prone is 
Man to be jealous of his Tutos, and to ſuſpect thoſe 
Laws as Impoſitions, which put a Reffraint on his 
Native Liberty. 

Beſides this, there are certain genial Inclinations in 
every Mortal, which the Youngeſt, and he that is 
in his Nonage, thinks he has as much Right to gra- 
tify as the wiſeſt Senior. Nor can any Reaſon eaſily 
perſuade him to part with this Privilege, but under 
the Notion of being highly wrong'd ; ſince every 
Man naturally places his Intereſt and Happineſs in 
purſuing the Motion of his own Will. 

Tis true, I never was prone to any enormous Vi- 
ces, or ſuch as for their - ingularity would make the 
moſt harden'd Libertine bluſh, did he practice them to 
the Knowledge of Men. | 
| I ever had an unconquerable Abhorrence for 
thoſe ſpecifick Acts of Laſciviouſneſs, which ought 
not to be nam'd, and whoſe very Iaea makes the 
Thought recoil: Yet am naturally amorous, and 
cannot but pay to Beauty the Sentiments and Paſſions 
which are due from Platonict Lowe. IT admire 
'Symmetry and Elegance wherever I diſcern them ; 
and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together on a 
Flawer, a Tree, or a Peacock. I am enamour'd with 
the Brightneſs of the Sun; and like another Enay- 
mion, 1 languſh for a more intimate Acquaintance 
with the Moon. The leſſer Beauties of the Night, 
the Stars, enflame me with a Thouſand Paſſions, I 
make my Court to the whole Hof? of Heaven, yet 
J hope commit no /dc/atry. In fine, I am in Love 
with the Univer/e ; and die hourly, when I con- 

template 
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template the Glory of that tranſcendent Eſſence, | 
which is the Root and Source of all Things. 

Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming a Mu/ulmar. 
But 1 have ſome Emotions for beautiful Women, 
more violent than all the reſt, more dangerous and 
fatal, Tell me, O pious Sy/van, how I ſhall gratify 
my Love, without offending Virtue or the Gravity 
A a Man 


Theſe Creatures ſeem to be created for our Per- 
plexity ; fince a Man can neither well be happy with 
or without them. They are perfect Riddles: And 
to love them or hate them too much, is an equal 
| Soleciſm. Twere a Queltion worthy of a Philo/o- 
pher, Whether this Sex, among all the neceſſary 
Offices h:y do us, were not ſent into the World 
as Spies and Trapans, to obſerve our Councils and 
Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, Flat- 
teries with Reproaches, Sullenneſs with more obliging 
Favours, to keep us in a perpetual Maze, and Laby-, 
rinth, leſt the rin Wit of Men ſhould, if leſt to 
themſelves, attempt ſomething more audacious than 
the Poets feign of the Sons of Titan, or the written 
Law records of Nimrod and his Companions, wlo 
built the Tower of Babel. | 

But whether they be Spies, or faithful Aſſiſtants, 
Enemies or Friends, I tell thee plainly, I have not 
been able to forbear loving them exceflively. And 
this is Part of the Dream or Trance out of which I 
am juſt now awak'd | | 

Another Scene, is that of Honour. This is a 
Phantom alſo, a mere Vapour, a Shadow. I never. 
haunted after Glory, nor courtad popular Applauſe : 
Yet being intruſted with the fubline Secrets, and 
commanded to ſerve the Grand Scignior in this Sta- 
tion, I would fain acquit myſelf, without Diſgrace. 
Nay, like other Mortals in ſuch Poſt, I would wil- 
lingly have the Smiles of my Sovereign, and the 
Careſſes of Happy 8 who ſerve him, if 

it 
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it ſhall be my Lot ever to return to the Scraglio. No- 
thing appears to me more terrible, than at ſuch a 
Time to encounter with rugged, furrow'd Viſages, 
or cold and faint Embraces of my fellow Slaves. 

This puts. me upon a Thouſand Inquietudes, 
makes me ſwear to Contradictions; utter Lies and 
Blaſphemies which would turn the Devi to a Saint 
for Fear. In a Word, I tumble at no Vice or 
Immoerality, which may promote the Cauſe 1 am 
engag'd in: And all this for the Sake of a fair Cha- 
racter at the Porte. Whilſt I am cajoling myſelf on 
well as others, with a Perſuaſion, that tis only on 
the.Score of Honeſty, and to acquit myſelf a good 
Man. I hus I purſue a Blaft, a Bubble, the Idea 
of Nothing. mere Vanity, and an empty Dream. 
And *tis harder for me to ſhake off this Enchant 
ment, -a that of Love. 

Vet all this while I have not taken the French Me- 
thod to gain Honour. I never was guilty of ” 1 
preſſion and Cruelty ; nor bath'd my Hands in Hu- 
man Blood. No Widow or Orphan mourns for what 
Pve taken from 'em. Nor do I ever Dragoon any 
Body into Compliance with Reaſon. All the Parts 
I've ated in this nature were defenſive; pure Ef- 
forts of Self-preſervation ; which thou knoweſt, is 
a Principle natural to all Men, and even to the 
Worms of the Earth. Theſe little Reptiles, when 
they are trampled on, will turn again. And nothing 
more do I, unleſs in the Sultan's Cauſe. 

This puts me in mind of my Integrity ; for I 
muſt tell thee my Virtues as well as my Vices. 
Neither Arabia, nor all the Ef, have ever brought 
forth a Man more true to his Truſt, than honeſt, 
loyal Mabmut. I will for ever boaſt of this, in an 
Age fo full of Treachery. This alone will carry 
me ſafe to Paradiſe, in ſpite of the Mollabs. As 
for the 1&ſt, the are only venial Signs, eaſily dropt 
off on the Bridge of Trial. And ſo long _— 
' y 
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Body can ſay, I've betray'd my Maſter's Secrets, I'm 
— 2 that is — d to ſtand Cemtind 
at the loweſt Poſt of Heaven: For Gere bes within 
Gun-ſhet of the Devil. 1 | 
Juſt as I drew my Pen from that Word, a ſud - 
den Noiſe in the Streets call'd me to the Window: 
Where turning my Eyes from the Earth to the 
Moon and Stars (for "twas a very ſerene Sky) 1 
obſerved a ſmall ſwift Veen tek in om Fre 
South to North, much in A like a of 
Silk. It cleft the Element like a fly A Thief that 
ſwims for Booty on the River Tygris. Wond' ring 
at this, when all the Firmament was clear, and not 
another Cloud above the Horizon ; I ſoon concluded, 
*twas the Chariot of ſome airy God, a Mercury, or 
Meſſenger ſent with fpeedy News to the High Lords, 
Commanders of the Adr om, to bid them be 
upon their Guard, or ſome ſuch weighty Marter. 
Perhaps thought I, a War is commenc'd between 
the Spirits of the Poles : Or it may be, King olur 
has ſent a Summons to the Northern Winds, being 
1 to play ſome Royal Pnenmatick Freaks upon 
In good Earneſt, it made me reflect on our Ig - 
norance of the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Ele- 
ments. It put me in Mind of the Fogs and Miſts 
which ſometimes envelop the Globe in Darkneſs ; 
on purpoſe, for aught we know, to hinder us from 
ſeeing what is tranſacting at ſuch Seaſons in the 
higher Regions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe 
ſerene Tracts may then be frolicking in viſble 
Forms, celebrating ſolemn Feſtivals, and. — 
all the Meteors of the upper Welkin, as nat 
Fire ar and Huminations, not fit for Mortals to 
behold, leſt we ſhould learn too much, and grow 
as wiſe as they. However, it made me very con- 
templative, to fee a ſingle ſolitary Cloud thus glide 


along tne Air: And I could have wiſh'd for Wings 
o | = 
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to pnrſue -its Motions, becauſe the Appearance was 


not common. * 
Thou that haſt meaſur d the whole Frame of Nature, 
and taken the true Dimenſions of the World, that 
haſt penetrated into the Secrets of the Elements, and 
art always buſy d in the moſt ſage and ſolid Scrutinies; 
wilt ſmile at the Vanity of common Mortals, ſuch as 
I, who when we are intelligible to ourſelves, yet pre- 
ſume to comprehend the Ways of the Omnipotent, 
who is in Knou ledge. | 

As for me, who have ſtudied in the Academies, 
and read Ariftotl', Auicen, Plotinus, Auerroes, with 
other 1 I efteem myſelf ſtill but at the 
Bottom of Pluto's Cave, — with Shadows, 
miſtaken in _ Thing, but the Idea of thy Sanctity 
and immenſe Wiſdom, which is .imprinted on my 
Soul, as thoſe which the Philaſophers call Firft Princi- 
ples, becauſe they are Se/f-evident. 

I defi to have ſaid more to thee, but a ſudden 
Indiſpoſition, and extreme Faintneſs has taken away 
my ur My Limbs tremble, my Head is giddy, 
my Heart fails me: In a Word, I ſeem like one be- 
"tween a Mortal and a Ghofe. # 


Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. | 
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BETTEN X11 
To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, Baſſa. 


HY Surname argues thee a Favourite at the 
Seraglio: And ſor that Reaſon, I know thou art 
accuſtom'd to receive infinite Submiſſion and Flat- 
teries : But I muſt be as blunt with thee, as I was with 
the new Mufti, when 1 congratulated his Acceſſian 
| to 
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to the chief Patriarchate. I told that Prince of the 
Muſſulman Prelates, that I had no Encouragement 
to welcome him to a Dignity, which though in it 
ſelf ſacred and inviolable, yet could not ſecure him 
from the Perſecutions of 2 Envy, any more 
than * did his Predeceſſor. the ſame 1 muſt ſay 
to tnee. | 
 Darniſh Mchemet, Baſſa, is fallen a Vi&im to the 
Rage of the Multitude; and thou bas got his Sat 
on the Bench. May'ft thou enjoy it long, and never 
be mob'd out of thy Honour and Life as he was. 
Some Years ago he forbid me to write any more to 
him. What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire. However, I obey'd his Injun- 
ction, being indifferent to whom I ſend my Intelli- 
ence, provided I do the Grand Seigior any Service: 
For that End am I placed here. . 
Alluſtrious Baſſa, I ſhall now acquaint thee with 
two the moſt principal Points of the News ftirring in 
Europe. One is, the Election of Leopoldus Ignatius 
Feſephus, King of Hungary and Bohemia, to the Ger- 
man Empire. They — 2 canvaſling this Buſineſs 
eleven Moons: And at laſt the Aufrian Faction car- 
ried it: This was done on the 8th of the 7th Moon : 
And he was ſolemnly crown'd on the 22d of the 
ſame. This has heighten'd the Quarrel between the 
Duke of Bavaria and the Prince Palatine. The 
latter was ſo far tranſported with Paſſion at the Diet 
of Frankford, that he threw a Standiſb of Ink at the 
Bavarian Ambaſſador: Which is reſented as an un- 
pardonable Affront: And the Duke is marching with 
an Army to revenge it, or demand Satisfaction. The 
Elector of Mentz has deny d him a Paſſage through 
his Principality. And they are all like to be em- 
broil'd in a Civil War about it. This is no bad News 

for the Muſſulmans. | | 
But that which makes yet a greater Noiſe, is the 
Death of Oliver, the Protector of the Eng; Come 
monwealth 
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monwealth ; who, whilſt living, was the Terror of 


all Europe. The Superſtitious, and ſuch as regard 
Signs, y, T This was teſag d three Moons ago, When 
a great Whale „ as a tall Man, 
was taken in a River of En — 5 near the Capital 
City, ſo 2 I know not whether 
theſe of Obſervations are worthy of Credit. 
Vet it ſeems the Annals of that Nation _ Notice, 
That the unuſugl Appearance of a ale ſo far with- 
in Land, has always prognofticated ſome mighty 
Change. Perhaps the Fate of illuſtrious Perſonages 
affects Nature with a more than ordinary Paſſion, puts 
the Elements into Diſorder, and inſpires the Brutes 
with Sympathy. 
We are aſſured, That on the Day of this Prince's 
Death, and at the very Hour of his Departure, there 
was ſo violent a Tempeſt of Wind, Rain, Hail, 
Thunder; and Lightning, as had never been known 
by any Man then alive in that Nation: Which ſome 
interpreted to bis Diſonour, as if he were a Magi- 
cian, or at lealt a very wicked Man; and that this 
Hurricane was rais'd by the Devils, who tranſport- 
all his Soul to Hell. Whilſt others affirm'd this 
mix d Storm to be only the Sighs and Tears of Na- 
cure, the mournful Paſſions 5 the Guardian Spi- 
rits of England, for the Loſs of ſo great and fortu- 
nate a Hero; and that the very inanimate Bei 
<ondol'd his Death. As for me, I look on all t 
Things as pure Accidents, the Effects of Chance. 
J have an equal Opinion of another Circumſtance, 
much obſery'd both by his Enemies and Friends; 
That be died on the ſame Day, whereon he had 


formerly gain'd ſome notable Victories. The One 
— on this to his Reproach, the Other 
m it Arguments of Honour. Lis dif- 
bellt 20 ſay any Thing of him without appearing 
il. He had great Virtues and no! 


—— General, td il Series 
et 
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a Traytor to his Sovereign. As for Religion, 
750 he orofels'd himſelf a Zealot, yet 'tis thought he 
ua as indifferent as other Princes; who for Reaſons 
of State and to pleaſe their People, make a Shew 
of Piety, but in their Hearts adore no other God but 

Fortune and Vitory | 
He was eſteem'd one of the greateſt Politicians of 
this Age; and none could match him but Mazarin:. 
Yet, F cannot but ſmile, when I call to Mind, 
how both theſe eminent Stateſmen were cheated this 

Year, by two or three Fugitives. | 

A certain French Captain nam'd Gentilot, that had 


ſerv'd under the States of Holland in the Wars, and 


on that Atcount had often paſs'd through the Sea- 
Towns in Flanders, obſerv'd a Weakneſs in one Part 
of the Walls of Offend, by which the Town might 
eafily 'be ſurpriz'd. At his Return to Paris, he ae- 
22 Cardinal Mazarim, with this; and gave him 
great Encouragement, that the Cardinal reſolved 
to try ſome Stratagem, in order to gain that im- 
portant Place, without the Coſt and ds of a 
To this End, he commands Gentilot to ſeek out 
ſome Perſons fit to be engag'd in the Plot : Men of 
Reſolution, Condu, and Secrecy. This Ca 
therefore knowing two or three Fugitives in Paris, 
who were forced to fly out of Flanders to fave their 
Lives, having committed Murthers, and other Crimes 
againſt the Spaniſh Government, breaks the Buſineſs 
to them, promiſing Mountains of Gold, if they would 
aſſiſt in carrying it on. | 
They ſeemd to embrace his Propofals with 
Abundance of Readineſs, and were introduced into 
the Cardinal's Cabinet; where that Miniſter being 
ſatisfied in their Characters, and the Offers they 
made to ſerve him in this Affair, ſeconded the Pro- 
miſes which Gentilot had made them, with many 
additional Encouragements. In a Word, — 


-— — —=c- - 
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ſulted together frequently; were late every Night in 
the Cardinal's Lodgings : And at laſt having adjuſted 
all the neceſſary — that are to be taken, the 
Fugitives were diſpatch'd away into England, with 
Letters from Mazarini to Oliver, the Engliſh Protec- 
for : Wherein he acquainted him with che Deſi re- 
quiring the Aſſiſtance of ſome Eng; Ships to tranſ- 
port Men into the Haven of Offend. 

' Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with a Reſo- 
lution to put a Trick both on the Cardinal and the 
Protector; and by doing their Country ſo Conſidera · 
ble a Service as the ſaving this Town, to merit a Re- 

peal of the Sentence pronounc d againſt them, that ſo 

they might return Home in Peace, and enjoy their 

Eſtates and native Liberty. 

Oliver receiv'd them very kindly, and embraced 
the Motion with ſome Warmth. Bat upon ſecond 
Thoughts, try d to out- bribe Maxarini, and hire 
theſe Perſons for himſelf. Offend was too ſweet a 
Bait in his Eye, to let it fall tamely into the Hands 
of the French, for want of a few large Promiſes, and 
Offers of Gold. Wherefore he ply'd theſe Agents 
briſkly with all the effectual Oratory he could, to win 
em over to his own ſeparate Intereſt ; engaging to 
beſtow great Preferments on them in England, with 
Two Hundred Thouſand Sequins, as ſoon as the Buſi- 
neſs was accompliſh'd. 264 46+ 

The Three Fl:mings deſired no better Sport than 
thus to cajole the Two ableft Stateſmen in Europe. 
4 poſſeſſed Oliver with an entire Belief of their 
| Zeal and Fidelity in his Service: And it was agreed 

on between them; to. hold Mazarini in Play, and 

that Oliver ſhould ſend him an Anſwer, refuling. 20 
meddle in an Intrigue which ſeem'd to carry ſo 
Probability of Succeſs. | 

From England theſe Agents paſſed over into Zea- 
land, it having been concluded before they part- 
ed from Cardinal Mazarini ; that ſo they 1 
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there gain more Confederates, and lay all the neceſ- 
ſary Trains to bring this Intrigue to the defired Iſ- 
ſue. But inſtead of doing either the Protector or 


Cardinal Maxarini this Service, they went immedi- 


ately, and revealed the whole Secret to the Governor 
of Flanders. | 
He having duly examined all Circumſtances, and 
being ſatisfied in the Truth of their Relations, and 
in their Loyalty to the King of Spain, commanded 
them to proceed in deluding both the French and the 
Engliſh, as long as they could, with fair Hopes of 
accompliſhing their Aims: Whilſt he took Care to 
ſecure Of:ng, and other Parts of Flanders, from all 
_— 2 Nature. falling off agai 

n tine, the Protector fallin n, being 
frighted by Cardinal M . Threats, * 
diſcovered his under hand Dealings, theſe Agents 
applied themſelves cloſe to the F; 
now made ſo much more eager, by Olivers Defign, 
to enterlope em. They ſpun out the [ntrigue ſeve- 
ral Moons, brought the French King to fign Articles, 
and to y_ his Word for the Payment of near a Mil- 
lion of Geld; cajol'd his General in Flanders, and 
at one Time made him believe, "Twas his Intereſt to 
lie ſtill for ſix Weeks together, when all the World 
expected he would purſue his Conqueſts in that Pro- 
vince. At another Time, cauſed him to march with 
ſo much Preeipitation, when the Ways were impaſſa- 
ble, that he was forc'd to leave moſt of his Cannon, 
and a Thouſand Vaggons plung d in the deep Road;, 
with the Loſs of Three Thouſand Men, who were ei- 


ther drown'd or ſtarv'd : And all this for the Sake of 


gaining Offend. When after all, they were not only 
Cheated of their Hopes in that Point, but moſt 
ſhamefully expoſed to the Deriſion and Contempt 
of all * For Cardinal Mazarini repoſed an 
entire Confidence in the Fidelity of his Flemiſh A- 
gents : So that whatſoever the propoſed as an Ex- 
| £2 pedient 


rench, who were 
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ient to compaſs the Deſign, was a Law. Hence 
1s was, that the French General in Flanders receiv'd 
expreſs Orders to embark Part of his Army on certain 
Veſlels that lay before Dunkirk, and, on a prefix'd 
Day, to fail into the Haven ef Offend, there to land 
his Men, and take Poſſeſſion of the Town, in the 
Name of his Maſter: being made to believe, That 
the Gates would be open'd to him, and that the Spa- 
255 Garriſon ſhould march out in his Sight. 

All this was carried on with ſo much Artifice and 
ſubtle Management, that when he enter'd the Haven 
with the Veſſels, he thought himſelf ſecure of the 
Place: Yet, no ſooner landed his Men, to the Num- 
ber of Fifteen Hundred, but they thunder'd 
them ſuch Vollies of Great and Small- Shot from the 
Walls, that Two Hundred of them fell immediately, 
as many threw down their Arms, and the Citizens 
making a vigoroas Sally, the reſt were either kill'd or 
taken Priſoners, he himſelf not eſcaping that Misfor- 


tune. 

Buy this thou may ſt diſcern, how eaſy tis for an 
Agent of Prince to embarraſs his Maſter's Affairs 
Aad, that a publick Miniſter can never commit a 
greater 'or more dangerous Error, than in being 
_. 'Serene Baſſa, let not Mabmut's Name ſound harſh 
at the Porte, nor his Honour be traduc'd by Syco- 
phants ; ſince his Loyalty is Proof againſt all Temp- 
tations; and this the Miniſters of the Diuan know by 
twenty Years Experience. 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 
Fo Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 


_ the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 
ſtantinople. 


Have receiv'd a Diſpatch from our Couſin Heu: 
He h has been in a cold Region, within the Arctick 
Circle, but now is at Stockholm in Sweden. The Parts 
he has viſited, are the farthermoſt Tracts of our Con- 
tinent to the North. They may be call'd, The Ter- 
ritories of Night and Darkneſs; for they have but 
one Day in a whole Year. The Sun appears but 
once above their Horizon, during his Annual Pro- 
greſs through the Zodiack : Yet he makes them A- 
mends by the long continued Lights he affords them 
at that Seaſon: For that one Day is, without the 
Miracle of Fo/hua, prolong'd the Space of four, five, 
or ſix Moons, aecording to the propotrionate Diſtance 
of each Country from the Pole. | 
Thuf, relates ſtrange Things of thoſe dark Coun- 
tries, and ſuch as ſeem almoſt to ſurpaſs Credit, were 
they not confirm'd by many grave and learned Wri- 
ters. He ſays, that in ſome Parts of Noravay no Tree 
is to be ſeen, by Reaſon of the violent Force of the 
Winds, which blew down all before them, carry- 
ing away even the Roofs of Houſes, and ſcatterin 
them at a great Diſtance, So that the Inhabitants are 
forced to dwell in Dens and Caves, and burn the 
Bones of Fiſhes for Want of better Fuel; fince it is 
impoſſible for any Plant to grow in thoſe Parts. Nei- 
ther can Men travel ſafely on Horſes, or a Foot, at 
certain tempeſtuous S:a/ons : For the Wind will either 
throw down Horſe and Man to the Gound, or catch 
them up into the Air. 


But 
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But when he deſcribes the horrible Coldneſs of 
theſe Regions, the very Idea of it is enough to 
make one quake. He ſays, Cold is an active Qua- 
ity, and reigns under the North Pole, as in its pro- 

Kingdom or Center, from whence it darts its 

zing Rays through the Earth. Yet others are 
of Opinion, that Cold is only a Privation of Heat 
a bare pa//ive Diſpoſition of the Elements; and there 
fore more ſenſibly felt in thoſe Climates that are 
fartheſt from the warm Influence of the Sun, whoſe 
Beams give Life and Vigour to all Things. Be it 
how it will, its Effects are very remarkable in theſe 
Northern Regions. | 
All Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there, are frozen 
up during the Winter. Men, Horſes, Waggons, 
Coaches, and even whole Armies, paſs as common - 
ly over the Ice, as before Ships fail'd there, or as we 
travel o'er the firm Land. And laſt Winter, the 
Baltick Sea was the Road of Ice, over which the King 
of Sueden march'd with his Army of Horſe ana 
Foot into Zealand, to proſecute the War in thoſe 
Parts. They alſo raiſe ſtrong Forts of Snow, able to 
ſuſtain the Battery of Bullets, and Engines of War, 
with all the Violence of the fierceſt Aſſaults. They 
build Caravan/era's on the frozen Seas and Lakes, for 
the Convenience of Travellers ; and ſet up Branches 
of Firs or Juniper, as Marks to diſtinguiſh the 
Holes and Fiſſures of the Ice, from that which is 
ſolid and ſecure ; for there are High-ways on thoſe 
congealed Waters; and Officers appointed to ſurvey 
them, and take all neceſſary Orders for the Security 
of Travellers: And ſometimes they fight pitch'd Bat- 
tles on the frozen Element. 

Our Kinſman alſo has made curious Remarks on 
the Trinmphal Obeliſts, and Funeral Monuments of 
ancient Hero's among the Goths and Swedes: For 
theſe Nations boaſt of Giants and famous Warriors. 
Theſe Monuments, tho' of Stone, and exq —— tely 
| | » 
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ſhaped, and yet were never cut, by the Hand of Man, 
but ſo many Splinters of Rocks and Mountains, 
torn frem the main Body by the Violence of Earth- 
quakes, Thunders, or the like Motions of Nature, 
and falling down in the Forms of Pyremids, and other 
artificial Figures, were of old ſet up by the Graves 
of Giants, and other —_—_— I W 
ſo Inſcriptions on them, ſignifyin particular 

who — lies buried. Such as theſe. 1 


J Uffro, fighting in 1 217 of my Coun- 
try, with my own Hand kill d Thirty- 
to Giants; and at laſt being kill'd by 
the Giant Rolvo, my Bedy lies here. 


And, 


J Ingolvas, that ſubdued all Oppreſſors, 
aud defended the Poor and Neat; now 
grown Old, Poor and Weak myſelf, yet 
having my Sword girt to my Thigh, am 
ſorc d to yield to Death, (who conquers 
all Things) and to go down to this Sepnl- 

 chre, which Tprepar'd for my laſt Retreat. 


It ſeems there are infinite Numbers of theſe 
Tombs all over the Deſarts, Mountains, and Vallies 
of the North; which is an Argument, That how- 
ever contemptible theſe People may ſecm to the True 
Believers ; yet they have not been wanting in Va- 
liant Men and Heroes. Doubtleſs, GOD has diſ- 
penſed his Virtues and Graces to Men of all Nations: 

e is not partial in his Gifts. We ought to praiſe 
him in the Beginning and End of all our — 
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And if we contemplate his Honour in the Middle of 
our Affairs, we ſhall not do amiſs; ſince, as he is 
the Firſt and Laſt of the Univerſe, ſo he is the Center 
of every Thing. | 
I had not theſe Relations only from Heu, but out 
of the Hiftorians themſelves, who write of theſe Coun- 
tries © Yet our Kinſman informs me of ſome Things, 
which are omitted by thoſe Authors. Every Travel 
is ſinglar in his Obſervations. For all Men have not 
the ſame Genius; and thy Journal of the Eaft abounds 
3 are not common with other 
n 
Brother, if T may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to do 
nothing by Imitation; but. purſue the DiQates of 
thy aun Senſe, and the peculiar Bent of thy Soul. 
For whatever is forced and affected, is nauſeous. 


Paris, 16th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


i 
To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant in Ve- 


nice. 


— 


R Kamacham has inform'd me, that thou 

art appointed to ſucceed Adonai the Few in 
Haly. He has alſo acquainted me with other Matters 
relating to thy Charge. I am glad they have found 
out 2 capable of that important Truſt, and 
that we not always ſtand in Need of Jet to 
ſerve the Grand Seignior, Emperor of the Faithful. 
Though ſome of that Nation are very honeſt and 
loyal, 'tis better to be without them. 


Thou 
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Thou and I are to each other: But tis 
neceflary for us to be ſpeedily acquainted, and hold 


a mutual Intimacy by rs, ſo. that we rn eh. 


our Great M er withont interfering or cl 


ng in 
our Intelligence. I have been here theſe twenty Years 


and made no falſe Steps in my Sovereign's Buſineſs, 
whatever I have done in my own : Vet have encoun- 
ter d a Thouſand Difficulties and Perils ; ſuffered Im- 
prifonment *rhany Mons in Paris for my Fidelity; 
whilſt my Enemies at Con/tantinople perſecuted me as 
a Traytor and an Infidel. 25 

Tis impoſſible to avoid theſe Croſſes, in the Courſe 
of human Life: They are natural as the Wind or 


the Rain: All that we can do is, by a prudent and 
>xtrous Management of Contingencies, to wind our 


ſelves out of the Trouble as well as we can. And 
above all, rather be to our own Executioners, than 
betray the leaſt Secret committed to us. 

I queſtion not, but thou haſt had the ſame Inſtru- 
— given thee by the Miniſters of the happy Porte. 
What I ſay, is only to confirm thee in thy Fidelity 
and Care. Write to me with the ſame Frankneſs, and 
let nothing make thee reſerv'd to thy Fellow Slave. 
We are both Followers of the Prophet: We worſhip 
one-G OD after the ſame Manner, and equally reve- 


rence the Alcoran. We ſerve one Maſter ; and tho? 


in different Stations, yet let our Affections and Inte- 

reſts be united as Friends. Let no little narrow Paf- 

. fions or Emulations corrupt our Integrity, nor teach 
us to unman ourſelves. | | | 


I know not thy Original, whether thou art of 


Mahometan or Chriftian Parents. Twould be very 
obliging to ſend me a'ſhort Hiftory of thy Life, and 
how thou learneſt the 7aliar Tongue: For with- 
out that, I judge they would not have ſent thee into 
that Country. 
As ſor me, Iam an Arabian by Birth, brought up 
in the Serag/io, from thence ſent to Sea, there taken 
. N Captive 
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plive by the Chri/ians, ſold in Sicily, where I un- 
erwent a tedious Servitude, yet at length gain d my 

reedom: And having paſs d through various For- 
tunes, at lat was ſent hither, to obſerve.the ſecret 
Counſels. of the EEri/tians,; eſpecially of this Court, 

.I now grow, Old, having ſees near Fifty Years ; 
yet, tho' the Strength of my Body, fails, i. feel not 

the leaſt Decay in my Zeal tor the A wimar Faith, 
or my Mafter's Service. I am ftill ut the 
Klaue of the Porte ; and thy Fen, ſo. rag as thou 
art ſo thy ſelf. 

Paris, 3oth of the 1ſt Miew, | 

. the * ear 1659. 


LETTER Xv. 


7 0 the Kainiachar, 


* rejoices me to hens, that Adonai's Place is laps 
7 by a Muſſulman, in whom the ſublime Porte 
put more Confidence, than in any of the Zexwi/h1 
mw "Twill be Encouragement to the true Faithful, 
and a Precedent of good Import. For no Nation loves 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on Stran- 
gers, when his own People are as capable of Employ- 
ment as they. "I 1s generally taken as an ont, 
and Contempt of their Abilities or their Virtue, and 
has often produced ill Conſequence. 
I deny not, but there are many boneſt and wiſe 
Men among the Zcbrcaus, Perſons of Merit and Ho- 
nour, from whence the Sultan receives no {mall Ser- 
vices, but this ought not to diminiſh the Reputation. 
of thoſe who are of the ſame Faith with their Soves, 
reign.” Doubtleſs Arabia and Turk:y are not barren, 
of good Soldiers, er rene . ene 
Miniſters, _ pant: „ 5 i 


12 
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I know not the Character of -Zeidi Hlamanxi, 
whether he be a natural born Turi, a tributary Son 
of a Chriftian, or a voluntary Renegado. However, 
the Choice that is made of him convinces me, that 
the unerring Divan eſteem him a Man fit for the Bu- 
finefs committed to his Cha 
le ought to be perfectly Kilrd 5 in Talian, or at 
leaſt in ſome other Language of the Nazarenes ; that 
ſa he may pals the better „ weer among the Peo- 
ple where fe refides, who ate more jealous of Stran- 
gers than any other Nation in Exrope. "Tis a Crime 
thought worthy of Impriſonment, for a Venetian to 
converſe with a Forei Far too frequently, and in pri- 
vate. For they are afraid, leſt by that Means a dan- 
= Correſpondence ſhould be eſtabliſh'd betwixt 
me ill affected Subjects of that Commonwealth and 
its Enemies: Whereby their Secrets may be betrayed 
and Meaſures taken to ruin them. 

For this Reaſon alſo they have forbid ale Hair, 
or Perules, to be worn by any in their Dominions, 
leſt this —_— t ſerve as a "Diſpuile for Villains and 
Traytors. Vet nothing is more common in France 
and other Countries of Europe, than for Men to wear 
on their Heads, Ornaments of Women' 8 . in- 
ſtead of their own. 

As to Religion, I believe they will not much trot: 
ble him, being not Zealots themſelves. And provided 
he does but profeſs himſelf a Chriſfian and Cube | 
lick, they'll make no farther Inquiſition. 

The {aliens in general are much like-the ancient 
Romans in their Humour : Men of grave Aſpect and 
Carriage, and much more compoſed in both than 
the French, who appear ridiculous throught the Le- 
vity of their Diſcourſe and Actions. The former 
abound in ſage Precepts of Morality, and politick 
Aphoriſms which ſerve as a Rule whereby to ſquare 
the Courſe of their Lives: The latter only affect 
ſome 3 Improvements of Wit aud Converſation, 

N 2 ſtudy- 


* 
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ſtudy ing rather how to pleaſe Women than Men; 
coveting to be perfect in external Accompliſhments, 
and the Graces of the Body, whilſt they ſlight the 
more valuable Endowments of the Mind. In a Word, 
they are mere Apes and Mimicks. On the contrary, 
the Italiant are Men of an awful and majeſtick Beha - 
viour, ſolid Judgment, and deep Reach. If you ſee 
them ſmile, you fhall ſeldom or never ſee em laugh: 
Whereas the Motion of a Feather will ſet the French 
a bray ing like Aſſes. Theſe will contract a warm 
Friendſhip with any Man at firft Interview, heighten 
it with a Thouſand Compliments, make him their 
Conſeſſor, and unboſom all their Secrets. Vet a ſe- 
cond Encounter ſhall extinguiſh their Paſſion, and a 
third ſhall revive again : Whereas thoſe are cautious 
and flow in the Choice of their Friends ; and when 
once that Knot is diſſolv'd, tis never to be faſten d 
there again: They are irreconcileable in their Hatred 
and Revenge, 1 121 405 
But there are Men to be excepted in all Nations, 
who fall not under theſe general Characters. France 
affords many wiſe aud learned Perſons ; and 1taly 
not a few Fools and Idiots. Virtues and Vices are 
- Rrangely mix d in all People. War, Commerce and 
Travel, with other human Occurrences, alter Men's 
natural Diſpoſitions, and give the Lye to the exacteſt 
Obſervations that can be made. Beſides, Time chan- 
ges all Things; and the Qualities which this Age 
remarks in the /tal/ians, may in the next be transferr d 
do the French. For there is no Conſtancy in any Thing 
under the Moon. a | 

; Zeidi will find great Examples of Frugality among, 
the Venetian, in the neceſſary Expences of their 
Perſons and Families; yet Abundance of Magnifi- 
cence in whatever relates to the Publick, which the 
Subjects of that Commonwealth ſerve with open 
Purſes and free Hearts. 1 


Indeed 
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Indeed they are not ſo remarkable for the ir Tem- 
perance, as ſome other Parts of Haly, Libertiniſm 
and Voluptouſneſs 1955 een d in Venice Wo- 
men and Wine are, en as common az tze. 

ements. Vet 5 - — d, t — Strangers general y 
debauch more with both Full the Natives. G OD 
preſerve Zeidi from their Temptations 

If it be his Fortune or Duty to viſit Padua, he 
ought not to make too long an Abode in that Neſt of 
Philoſophers and Phyſicians, leſt they firit anatomize 
his Soul, diſcover the Secrets of his Commiſſion, 
and then turn his Body to a Skeleton; as they once 
ſerv'd a Moor, whom they diſſected alive, to make 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a Mahometan's Blood 
circulated the ſame Way as a Chriſtian's. 

Thoſe Talian Phyſicians are very cruel, and think 
it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other fatal Tricks on the 
Poor, that ſo they may be the better able to keep the 
Rich on the Rack at their Pleaſure, and make tkeir 
Market of them. 

I know not Zridi's appointed Station, or what Ci- 
ties he is to ſee + But wherever he „ 'twill be 
neceflary for him to uſe Abundance of Caution; for 
the 1ralians are the cloſeſt, ſlyeſt and moſt judicious 
People in the World. 

But I forget that he is choſen by the Divan for 
this Empleyment; to whom the Characters of all 
Nations are known, and who penetrates into the mak 
interior Receſſes of Men's Spirits. 

Therefore I lay my Hand upon my Mouth in pro- 
found Submiſſion, and acquieſce to my Superiors : 


Still praying, that the Grand S;gnior may have faith» . 
ful and wiſe Miniſters at NOR and no Novices = | 


his Agents Abroad. 


Patris, 3d of tbe zd Moen, 
eke 1659. 


Ng 


— ä — 
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LETTER XVI. 
To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, 


HERE is a Street in Paris, which they call the 

Street of Hell. The Reaſon of this Name is 

faid to be, becauſe at one End of it, there formerly 
Rood an old Houſe poſſeſſed by Devil; who were 
ſo troubleſome, that, as the Records of Paris affirm, 
an Edict of Parliament was paſs d to remove all the 
Inhabitants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
ſhut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since which, 
theſe Demons were expell'd by the Carthufians, who 
built a Mona ſtery in this Place. If this Story be true, 
it redounds much to the Reputation of that Order, 
and of all your Monafticks in general, who by your 
Exorciſms are able to ſubdue the i»/erna/ Spirits. But 
J have heard ſo many filly. Tales of Houſes being 
haunted by Ghoſts ard Hobgeblins, that I know not 
how to give Credit to this. | 
Beſides, when I confider the Nature of incorpo- 
real Beings, it ſeems ridiculous to think that they 
can take Delight to play. the Anticks, to frighten 
poor Mortals; or confine themſelves to an old ruin d 
Caſtle (for ſuch was this Houſe) for the Sake of 
a little Sport; when according to the ancient 
Philefophers, every incorſ ortal Being is far more ex- 
cellent than the moſt perytet Body, and can be α ry 
aller? : Neither are they at any Time locally preſent 
in Bedics, but only by Propenſion or Habit are in- 
clin'd to them: And this they mean of living Bodies. 
What Charms then can there be in an old rotten Fa- 
brick of Stone and Yd, to allure and detain immas- 

terial Subftances, | 

Certainly the Nature of theſe ſeparate Beings is 
very remote from all ccf E!“ Beings, I have been 
often at a Loſs, in contemplating the Soul of Man. 
Sometimes it ſeems no otherwite diſtinguiſh'd from 
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the Soul of Brutes than by being united to a Body of 
different ns; which cauſes us to fhew more evi- 
dent Tokens of Reaſon than they, in the Faculty of 
Diſcourſe, and in our Actions. Yet when I conſider 
more attentively the Operations of our Mind and In- 
tellect, I cannot but conclude, there is a vaſt Diſtinc- 
tion between our Souls and thoſe of the Beaſts, I 
have with Pleaſure obſerv'd the Excellency of human 
Intellect in Madman and Dreamers; who being come 
to themſelves (as we uſually ſay) relate many Things 
of which they were before ignorant, and comprehend 
Things ſurpaſſing their former Imaginations. 

It appears therefore more rational to me, That the 
Soul is every where and no where, as the Ancients ſay, 
than that it is ſhut up and impriſon d in the Body, as 
a wild Peaſt in his Den, or Liquor in a Glaſs. How- 
ever, by an ineffable Production of itſelf, it is preſent 
in every Part of the Body, as the Light of the Sun is 
diffuſed through the Air, and can as ſoon withdraw 
itſelf, as that Light, when interrupted by a Cloud. 
In a Word, I conceive the Soul to be a very Free 
Agent, and that it is here and there and every where. 
It united itſelf to a Body by its own Choice, and can 
retire again from it at Pleaſure. 

One, cloſely purſu'd, Act of Contemplation, will 
at any Time carry thee or me to the u ibles wen- 
ever we go reſolutely about it. 1 

Paris, 1ſt of the 4th Moon, 

F the Tear 1659. | 


FE FEN 
To the Venerable Ibrahim Cadileſquier of 
Romcli. 


T HERE has not a Year eſcap'd ſince my Ar- 
rival at Paris, wherein I did not fend to the 


Miniſters of the ever happy and excellent Porte, 2 
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ſtant Intelligence of Battle, Sieges, Stroming of Towns, 
and ſuch other Occurrences of War, as happen'd be- 
tween the Kingdoms of France-and Spain. But now 
I believe my future Diſpatches moſt contain other 
Matters. For in all Appearance, this War, which 
has laſted four and twenty Vears, is in a fair Way to 
be ended. The King of Spain grows weary of his 
continual Loſſes in Lacy, Flanders and Catalonia: 
France ſeems glutted with perpetual Victories and 
Conqueſts. In a Word, theſe two potent Monarchs 
laying aſide their Quarrels, are r, diligent Pre- 
32 this Vear for a Campaign of Friendſhip and 
ove. 

They are both in Arms, yet commit no Acts of 
Hoſtility. Whilſt Cardinal Mazarini, on the Part of 
this Crown, and Den Louis d Haro de Guſman, Firſt 
Miniſter of Spain, are gone to meet each other on 
the Frontiers of both Kingdoms, as Plenipotentiaries 
for their reſpective Maſters, te concert the Meaſures 
of a laſting Peace, and treat of a Marriage between 
the King of France, and the Infanta of Spain, 

All Europe is amazed at this ſurprizing Change. 
And the French and Spaniards, who border on each 
other, can hardly believe their own Senſes, whilſt 
they find a mutual Commerce rcitor'd between their, 
Frontiers Towns and Villages, which had been inter- 
rupted ever ſince the Year 1635, about ſixteen Moons 
before I came to this City. | 

But, tho* they are thus diſpoſed to Peace here in 
the Veſt, the Northern Monarchs are puſhing the 
Oar forward in Sweden, Denmark and Poland, with 
all imaginable Vigour and Animoſity. The coming 
over of the Flecker of Brandenburg to the Daniſh In- 
tereſt has made a great Alteration in their Affairs. 
For, whereas Fortune ſeem'd before in all Things to 
favour the S<vedes ; now they loſe Ground, and find 
their Attempts unfucceſ-ful. Four thouſand of their 
Men fell before the Walls of Coperbageny in three 
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Nights and two Days; which caus'd King Guftawss 
to raiſe the Siege. Whilſt the Duke of Brandenburg 
retook Frederickſode, and thereby reſtor'd to the Kin 
of Denmark the Provinces of Holftein, Jutland, = 
Ditmarſen. Nr 

The Hellanders alſo have made a Combat with the 
Swedes at Sea, and ſunk fourteen of their beſt Ships; 
beſides what they burnt and took. 

Theſe Events have ſtirred up ſeveral Princes to me- 
diate a Peace. And 'tis not improbable, but in a lit- 
tle Time we may ſee all the Chrifians good Friends: 
And then 'twill be Time for the Mufu/mans to be up- 
on their Guard. ah: 

As for Mahmut, he will not fail to Pry into the 
Counſels of theſe Infide/s, and fend timely Notices 
to the Porte; leaving the reſt to the Wiſdon of hjs 
Superiors, and the Pleaſure of Deſtiny. _ 

Paris, 29th of” the 6th Moan, 

' of the Tear 1659. 


* 


—— 


— 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Muſu Abu'i Vahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
| feſſor of Theology at Fez. 


| HE Character which the great and illuſtrious 
Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident of Preſidents, 
Grace and Ornament of ancient Learning, Oracle of 
Africa, and Reſtorer of obſolete Truth, has given me 
of the profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me with 
Reverence and ſacred Love. I am raviſhed with 
Wonder and Joy to hear, That in this Age, where- 
in the Maſſulman Theology has ſuffered ſo many In- 
novations, there yet ſurvives a Man who dares, and 
is able to aſſert againſt all Oppoſers, not only the 
Primitive and Original Truth, brought down from 


Heaven by the Hand of Gabriel, but alſo the _ 


, 
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and indubitable Sayings, Sermons, Counſels, and Ae- 
tions of the Prophet, whilſt he was on Earth, con- 
verſing with Mortals, before his ! ranſmigration to 
the Gardens of eternal Repoſe and Solitude. Thou 
art the Enoch, the Hermes Triſmegi/ius of the Ape. 

I have ſeen many Copies of the Zune, or the Book 
of De#rines ; each pretending to comprize the whole 
S3/tem of that Divine Philoſophy and Wi/dim, which, 
Hope from the Lips of our incomparable and moſt 
holy Lawgiver, and were atteſted by his Wife, the 
holy Ageſba, Mother of the Faithful, and by his ten 
Diſciples. Yet all theſe various Tranſcripts differ 
both in their Senſe and Manner of Expreſſions. T 
I have perſued the 'Books entituled Dalif, or Im- 
N. which contain the Memoirs of his other 

ives ; and the Manuſcripts called Mazcif or Frag- 
ments: Being only a Collection of ſome ſelect Sen- 
tences, Aphoriſms and Parables of the Sent of Gad. 
But theſe have no Authority to back them, ſave the 
Credit of ſome learned Scribes, who were not familiar 
with the Divine Favourite, only living in his Time, 
and taking Things on Report. 

In fine, I have met with ſeveral Parchments of 
12 or pretended Traditions of Abu Becre, Omar, 
and Othman; but theſe I eſteem as ſpurious, corrup- 
ted, and full of Errors. | 17 
- What ſhall I ay? The Zeal of Omar Fb'n Abdi. 
Aziz, the Ninth Caliph of the Tribe of Merwan, is 
not unknown to me. I am no Stranger to his ſingu - 
lar Piety, not to be match'd among Crowned Heads 
For of him it is recorded, That as he deſcended from 
the Throne at the Time of his Hanguration, he gave 
the Robe from his Back, as an Alms to a peor Man: 
And, that during his whole Reign, he ſpent but two 
Piaſters a Day on himſelf. And ſo great was his 
Reſignation to Deſtiny, (an admirable Virtue in a 
Sovereign Emperor ) that when he was on his Bed in 
his laſt Sickneſs, and was counſell'd to take Phy ſick, 

= he 
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he anſwer d. No; If I were ſure to heal my ſelf 
« only by reaching my Finger to my Ear, I would 
« not: For the Place to which am going, is full of 
4% Health and Bliſs. | | 4 5 
- . This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, and his 
Charity always kept him poor: Myftema Eb'n bd. 
Mclec relates, that going to viſit Omar on his Death» 
bed, he found him ly ing on a Couch of Palm-Leaves, 
with three or four Skins inſtead of a Pillow, his Gar- 
ments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. Seeing this, 
Miſſema was grieved, and turning to his Siſter Phate- 
ma the Empreſs, he ſaid, How comes it to paſs that 

© the Great Lord, Commander of the Faithful, a 
„ pears in ſo ſqualid a Condition?“ She reply d. 
<« thou liveſt, he has given away all that he had, even 
« to the very Bed that Was under him, to the Poor, and 
4 only reſerv d what thou ſeeſt, to cover his Naked- 
« neſs. Then Moflemæ could not refrain, but burſt 
forth into Tears, ſaying, * God ſhew thee Mercy upon 
Mercy, thou Koyal Saint: For thou haſt pierced 
% our Hearts with che Fear of his Divine Majeſty.” 

This Caliph was number'd among the Saints. 

Ile it was, that perceiving the Contradictions and 
iſputes of the M. ul mans the Darkneſs and Con- 
uſion in the various Copies of the Zune, or Boot of 
Doctrine, aſſembled a General Divan or Mollabs and 
learned Men at Damaſcus, from all Parts of the 
Empire: Commanding that all the Manuſcripts of 
the-Zurz, which were extanc, ſhould be brought into 
this Aſſembly, on Pain of Death te him chat ſhould 
detain one. This being done, he commanded Six of 
them to be choſen out of the whole Number by Vote; 
Men eminent for Leaning and Piety; and that theſe 
Six ſhould ſeverally collect, out of all the Multi- 
tude of Copies, each Man a Book, containing what 
he thought to be the moſt genuine Diſcourſes of the 
Prophet, concerning this World, and that which is to 
come. When this was executed according mp 
il, 


wiſhing thee Perſettion of Bliſs, 
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Wall, he commanded all the old Books'to be burnt in 


a Field near Dame/ces. | 99 
Vet after all the religions Care of this boly 1 
ty, 


to reſtore the Writings to their primitive Integ 
the My/ſulmans ſoon fel into new Contention, about 
the Senſe and Interpretation of thaſe corrupt Capies of 
the Zune. From whence ſprung the Four Cardinal 


$485, on which all the innumerable, leſſer, and latter 


Divifions among True Belieeri are founded 


I cannot therefore but/inwardly rejoice, and from 
my Heart highly applaud the Method taken by thoſe 
of our renowned College, to diſcern the true Doc- 
trines and Sayings of the Holy Prophet, from thoſe 
which are | Suppoſitions, by comparing all the Books 
that are extant together, and reducing Matters of 


Divine Revelation, to the Analogy of the Alccran; 


Thoſe of Philoſophy and moral Regards, to the Stan- 
dard of Experience and Reaſon ; for it is impious to 
believe, That the Divine Apoſile would impoſe any 
Thing on our Fish, repugnant to the Senſe of Men, 
or the expreſs Will of Heaven. By the Soul of Py7ha- 
goras, Mahomet ſaid nothing 'but what was rational 
and evident to any unprejudic d Mind. But the great- 
eſt Part of theſe Sectaries are beſatted. They form to 
themſelves falſe Notions of Gop and his Prophets, 
and think to merit Paradiſe by their Stupidity. 
Reverend 4/foqui, I have much more to oy to 
thee, and many Queſtions to aſk ; but Time and the 
Grand Signior's Service force me to conclude abruptly, 


Paris, 29th of\ the 6th Moon, of 
. - the Tear 1659, according to 
the Chriſtian Style. 
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